Dr.Smith meets with a student in his office. He frequently

Ellen Waylonis

greets WS students and faculty members around thie school
with handshakes and friendly greetings.

By Caitlyn Kelleher
News Editor

Goodbyes are always hard.

English teacher John Natale
and Spanish teacher Ginny
Shearin will both be leaving
WS for new experiences.
Natale has received the job of
Consulting Teacher in the
Teacher Performance
Evaluation Program (TPEP).

Natale will be leaving his
position as English Department
Chair and two Creative Writing
classes and two English 10
classes.

“I will leave all lesson plans
and handouts for the teacher,”
said Natale. “I’ll leave my Hall
of Fame to continue but I will
come back to pick up the
pictures.”

TPEP would have liked to
him to join their program
immediately but they have

Veterans say adios

Natale takes new post; Shearin retires

allowed Natale to leave WS at
the end of the first semester on
February 5. :

“It’s going to be lousy not
having him for the rest of the
year. I don’t think that there is
any other teacher as creative
and talented as he is,” said
junior Carrie Lopez.

The job is “a chance to try
something new but still work
in education and possibly work
with other teachers the way I
work with students,” said
Natale.

After teaching for the last
15 years here at WS, Natale has
made some strong attachments.
He is now co-worker to three
students that he has taught: PE
teacher Brain Puhlick, ESL
teacher Kathleen Lynch, and
LD teacher Chip Deliee.

“Mr. Natale made learning
fun,” said Puhlick.“He has a

Smith celebrates

two years at WS

By Mike Waldron
Sports Editor

When Dr. David Smith .

arrived at WS two years ago,
he knew that it would be
difficult to replace former
principal Glynn Bates. But
since then Smith’s leadership
abilities have led to a smooth
transition for himself, the staff,
and the students.

“Leadership is about trying
to help people become more
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than they currently are,” said
Smith. :
Apparently those working
for Smith approve of his
management skills. In a survey
conducted by the Fairfax
County Federation of Teachers
last spring, he received a higher
staff approval rating than any
other high school principal in
the county. The WS principal

lets his staff “know that he
See SMITH Page 4

Ruth Russell

English teacherJohn Natale leaves WS one more expression of
his to remember as he moves on to his new position.

way of capitiving his audience
and he makes the material fun.

Teaching is what he does best..

I hate to see him go.”

Natale belives that, in his
years, not only has his favorite
color changed from blue to
green but so has his teaching
style.

“I believe that I’'m closer to
students now than when I was

younger because there is no
longer the need for artifical
space,” said Natale.

Shearin, who retired on
December 1, has been subbing
for herself until a permanent
replacement is found. She has
taught for 4 total of thirty years,
18 of them in Fairfax County.

“It’s a mind job and human

See VETERANS Page 5

Fairfax awakens to idea of later start

By Gracy Obuchowicz
News Editor

Although the sun is barely
up, the day is already beginning
for Fairfax County students .

With puffy eyes and sleepy
minds, students pour into
school and often spend first
period class either dozing or
trying to wake up.

“I never wake up feeling
like T have gotten enough sleep.
It’s so hard not to fall asleep
during my first block class,”
said senior Bianca Aloma ,

Teachers have also noticed
the lack of energy in the
students in their first period
blocks when compared to
students in their later periods.

“My fourth period class has
so much more character and
vitality than my second period
class,” said physics teacher
Stephen Van Brocklin. “Most

of the students in my second
period class seem so lethargic.”
While the logical answer
would be for students to go to
bed earlier, it is easier said than
done for most teenagers.
Between sports, jobs, and"

b

'
. .ﬁ

Sarah Kelbaugh
The early start at school causes senior Bethany Trigilio to
catch up on lost sleep during class.

homework, most students find
it almost impossible to get the
eight to nine and a half hours
of sleep that recent studies at
Brown University suggest is
ideal for teenagers.

“Because of lacrosse, being-

involved in school activities,
and all the homework I have
this year, midnight has become
my new bedtime,” said junior
Julie Mullen. “T would love to
get extra sleep, but I don’t
know how to fit it in.”

Even students who make
time to go to bed earlier may
find their attempts to be futile.

Studies of teenage sleep
habits suggest that teenager’s
bodies receive the sleep-
inducing hormone melatonin
about an hour later than
younger adolescents. This
causes them to stay up later at
night and need extra hours of
sleep in the moming.

Recently the early start
times of Fairfax County high
schools were brought into
question.

Ideas of reversing
elementary and high school

See SLEEP Page 5
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By JJ Swick
Oracle Editor

I don’t know about you, but I find fat, jolly old men very amusing.

The reindeer are cool, and I like getting the presents, but it has to be Santa’s looks that
are most entertaining. If Santa looked like Woody Allen I don’t think his myth would still
be alive today.

I also like Santa’s elves, They're even goofier than The big man himself. Little people
always make me langh. Maybe that’s why the Land of Oz always seemed like a vacation
paradise. If we elected Santa’s elves to congress, I think my government class would be
much more appealing. EIf congressmen would be the only thing better than Jesse * the
Govemor' Ventura.

Even though Santa and his goofy little elves are always a good laugh, I've always had
a few questions about his behavior.

First of all, is Santa a communist? He just may be. What’s up with the red? And why
is he working those funny little elves so hard? He also seems real interested in making
sure all kids get presents—whether they deserve it or not. I've also noticed a similarity in
the looks of Santa and Castro. Maybe Santa migrates south for the winter. Maybe he
does it for the cigars, or perhaps he does just to get as far away from Canada as possible.
Either way, it’s a strong possibility Santa and Castro are the same person. After careful
consideration, I finally understand the "Seinfeld" episode where Santa was distributing
communist paraphernalia.

And when Santa is not disguising himself as Castro, he seems to be everywhere. I see
him collecting money for the Salvation Army all the time. Is it possible that the term
"Salvation Army" is just a code name for Santa’s regime? Is he using the donations to
fund his Communist machine. And why is he always asking what little kids want for
Christmas. He may be just attempting to get feedback in order to more easily assimilate
America’s youth after his Communist takeover.

I’ll stop now before I take the risk of sounding like a psycho (too late). All I know is
that Santa and his elves are pretty goofy (even more than Woody Allen).

Whether or not he is planning a communist overthrow of our government, Santa seems
like an all right guy. 11l like anyone who gives me presents—even if it is Castro.
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Most stores are usually decorated with festive holiday decorations.

Ellen Waylonis

This Santa icon makes children happy at a local mall.

Santa icons invacde malls

By Stacy Eichhorn

Buisness Assistant

Once upon a time we all believed in Santa Claus. Once upon a time we all had
that beloved innocence that is ordained only to the young. And once upon a time
we all woke up one day and realized with utmost sadness that “Santa” is actually a
pseudonym for mom or dad.

1 miss Santa, I really do. I miss that restless sleep on Christmas Eve and that
bright and early rising to see the jumble of presents carelessly strewn under the
tree. However, along with the knowledge of who Santa really is, comes a great
responsibility. It is our job as the “informed” to keep the innocent “uninformed.”
It's vur job as human beings, as siblings, and as consumers.

In my house we have a tradition, no Christmas decorations go up, no Christmas
music gets played, and certainly the tree doesn’t even get talked about until after
Thanksgiving Day. More specifically, until after the Macy’s Day Parade has fin-
ished and Santa has tread down the streets of New York saying “ho ho ho” and
rings in the new holiday season.

Why is it the malls and stores can’t adhere to the same principal?

I don’t know about everyone, but I hate walking around a mall in October and
seeing Christmas decorations up right after Halloween. Mistletoe and Halloween?
I don’t appreciate the combination.

So perhaps this isn’t Santa’s fault. Maybe the elves don’t see what’s going on.
But I'look around and see all the decorations and think “well isn’t everyone trying
to make a buck.” Honestly, how can parents tell their kids that Santa is every guy
on the sidewalk ringing a bell for money?

Not that I don’t appreciate those men in suits. The money they collect goes to
help those in need and I give them money every time I see them. But I also hear the
glib responses of mothers and fathers telling their eight-year-olds why Santa needs
money. Would you believe I actually heard one say “he has to have money to buy
the presents for the children this year?”

To be sure Santa is a harmless thing. I adore how children have such blind faith.
Their innocence, optimism and trust is admirable, perhaps adults would be better
people if they contained that kind of optimism. Instead they corrupt it by commer-
cializing it, advertising his charms on television months in advance trying to in-
crease their profit margins. Is nothing sacred?

£}
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By Meredith Caudle
_ETC. Editor

Tech or UVA, in state or out
of state, SATSs three times or four
times, and if [ don’t getin, NOVA
or Mason?

Seniors nationwide are feeling
the pressure of applying to
college. But students elsewhere
don't seem as preocctpied with
deciding their college careers as
those in Fairfax.

All schools encourage
students to be successful. In
Fairfax County, however, there is
a “big push that everyone must
go to college or you’ll be
nothing,” said senior Kristin
Fuller. “We are told from when
we are little that we must go to
college.”

In 1996, 72 percent of the
graduates county-wide went to a
four-year  college  after
graduation. In Virginia, 48
percent went on to a four-year
school.

] think one of the reasons
Fairfax County pushes you so
hard is because if you plan to live
in this area you need to go to
college so you can get a job
earning enough money, because
everything is so expensive here,”
said senior Nisheeda Hancock,
who moved to the area from
Alabama.

Fairfax is the sixth-largest
school system in the country and
is known for providing one of the
best educations.

Local high schools offer a

wide array of Advanced
Placement and Gifted and
Talented classes to encourage
higher learning. Many students
take advantage of these
opportunities.

In 1996, 5,381 students in
Fairfax took at least one AP
exam. Seventy four percent of
those scored a three or higher on
one of the exams.

“I have friends in Maine and
they only have one AP class in
their school, AP Calculus, and
they just got it for the first time
this year,” said Fuller.

With  students taking
advanced classes, the standards
gradually rise, and as the
standards rise in high schools, the
standards for getting into a state
school also go up.

With a more demanding
grading scale and higher
standards, students in Fairfax
County are often faced with a
tougher time getting accepted to
certain state schools.

The University of Virginia and
William and Mary are two such
state schools with low acceptance
rates,

“The University of Virginia
doesn’t have a set number of
Northern Virginia kids they can
accept,” said Guidance
Counselor Nancy Wright.
“People with the credentials
usually get in; it’s parents whose
kids don’t get in that start saying
they only accept a certain
number,” said Wright.

-Tina Jung. “Qur parénts

Jessica Williams

Junior Chris Plehal practices his debate skills at a Forensics meeting.

c

This team allows students to improve their public speaking skills.

College pressures cause stress for local

Ellen Waylon

Junior Kevin James spends time in the Career Center looking up college
information. Some juniors like getting ahead in the college search.

In the WS class of 1998, 72
students applied to the University
of Virginia, and 34 were accepted.
UVA's standards are considered
higher than most state
universities.

“It’s not fair that if someone
in Virginia wants to go to UVA
they probably won’t get in unless
they are one of those people with
over a 4.0, said McLean senior
' tax
money helps pay for it. We should
be able to go there.”

Competition for college
acceptance causes students here
to go to great lengths to assure a
spot in a prestigious college.
Fairfax County students,
encouraged by parents and
guidance counselors to take the

SAT's multiple times, have
consistently scored higher than
students in other counties and in
the nation on SATS.

The average math score from
Fairfax County in 1998 was 555,
while the state average is 499, and
the national 512. Fairfax County
scored an average 540 on verbal,
the state 505 and the nation 507.

“WS students tend to take it
at least twice, but of course
students aren’t required to take it
multiple times,” said Wright.

In other parts of the country,
though, this isn’t the case.

“Most people here take them
once and if they don’t do well
then too bad; no one really takes
them four times,” said senior
Megan Stegall of Forest Hills

DECEMBER 18

1998

L4

students

High School in North Carolina.

WS students are usually
advised to apply to several
schools. They use terms to
describe each school such as
“reach school" (meaning it is
hard to get into) and “safety
school" (an easy bet).

“Most of our students apply
to five schools,” said Wright.
“We encourage a variety of
schools. The student needs to be
realistic and realize they may not
get into certain schools.”

“I"'m applying to a couple out
of state, some in state, and my
safety school is going to be
Radford,” said senior Jennifer
Delauter.

Hancock says she's applying
to three colleges because “it’s
hard to tell if you're going to get
in or not when they can only
accept a certain number of people
from Northern Virginia.”

WS does its part to feed the
college frenzy. Freshmen receive
a timetable of where they should
be in the college process, and
counselors encourage
underclassmen to take PSATS and
begin financial aid planning.

“Our school tries so hard to
get everyone thinking about
college early and it puts so much
pressure on everyone,” said
senior KD Zuk. “Parents and
counselors want you to spend so
much time deciding where to go
to college that you barely have
enough time to finish high
school.”

Forensics attracts record numbers

By Shannon Banks
News Editor

The next time you see a bunch
of students arguing, it may be
wise to look twice.

The WS forensics team,
which encompasses speech,
debate, and a student congress, is
off to a fast-paced start. Over 80
newcomers came to the initial
interest meeting on November 3,

“I have good feelings about
the team,” said coach and WS
English teacher Mike Greiner.
“This year is a year to develop
and improve.”

Greiner brings a great deal of
experience to the forensics team.
He was the Lake Braddock
forensics coach for seven years,
and under his coaching, the team
collected an impressive quantity
of awards.

The team won state debate
titles in 1992, *94, and ‘97. They

produced the national runner-up

in debate in 1995. In the last two
years, the Lake Braddock
forensics team saw an 8th place
finish in the national student
congress competition. As for
speech, Greiner coached the 3rd
place state finisher in 1996, and
the 2nd place state finisher in
1997.

With this decorated past,
Greiner is optimistic about WS's
team.

“WS students seem more
organized,” said Greiner, in
comparing the two schools.

Although having a winning
coach certainly does not hurt, it's
impossible to have a team
without members.

Students join the forensics
team for a variety of reasons. It
could be speculated that perhaps,
at least as far as debate goes,
students are searching for a
constructive alternative to Yelling
and arguing with friends

3

“Debate is marvelous,” said
senior Eric Eichhorn. “It’s a great
way to release verbal
aggression.”

Of course, there are other
reason$. Studies show that the
second greatest fear of Americans
is death- the number one fear is
public speaking. Therefore, it
would make sense that people try
to get over this fear by
confronting it. Joining the
forensics team is an excellent way
to do this.

“I think it’s really important
that people become comfortable
with speaking, since people fear
speaking more than death,” said
junior Mary Beth Brookshire,
who is captain of the forensics
team.

The team, which meets on
Wednesdays and Thursdays and
had 15 members in attendance at
their first competition, helps
students do that
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By Gracy Obuchowicz
News Editor

Fighting happens.

Whether it's between friends or
enemies, fighting has always been and
always will be a part of high school life.

While some people prefer to ignore this
high school reality, the WS Student Peer
Mediation Program concentrates on
finding calm ways to help students solve
their conflicts.

“We don’t give students a solution to
their problems,” said Peer Mediation
president junior Allison Bourget. “We just
help them to find a workable compromise
that they both can agree to.”

Although the peer mediation program
is in its fifth year, it is yielding far fewer
mediations than other Fairfax County
schools.

This year the Peer Mediation Program
has made it a priority to publicize its
virtually unknown program to the student
body.

“Other schools have between 100 and

Junior and Peer Mediation President Allison Bourget hands papers to junior

Jackie Switzer regarding the peer mediation process.

150 peer mediations a year, while last year  worked hard on trying to make ourselves

th

West Springfield had only five,” said more known.”

cosponsor and WS counselor Janis
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classes, helping with new student
orientation, and having a booth at
Spartanfest.

“The fortune-telling booth for Peer
Mediation was really fun,” said junior and
vice president Emily Kirkpatrick. “Even
though we didn’t make a lot of money, I
felt like we were really noticed by the
school.”

Students interested in having a peer
mediator can fill out a form their English
clagsrooms and turn it into either Johnson
or Jean Waterbury, the Peer Mediation
cosponsors. The counselors then select
two student mediators, and the mediators,
with two troubled students, work together
to find a compromise.

) : Although many of the mediations are

MelissaTran  administrative referrals, Johnson stresses
that peer mediation is helpful to all
students.

“Peer mediation is a safe and
confidential way to work out conflicts,”

The 25 peer mediators have made said Johnson. “It’s really effective because

Johnson. “This year we decided that themselves known by placing Peer it gives an objective person to help
something had to be changed. We've Mediation referral forms in English  students solve their problems.”
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Studies
favor later
opening
times

From SLEEP Page 1

start times forward anywhere from 20
minutes to two hours have been proposed,
but none have been approved.

Problems with bus transportation, the
county budget, and extra-curricular
activities have posed as the major obstacles
in adopting a program.

A proposed start time of 9 a.m. for high
schools and 8 a.m. for elementary schools
is expected to cost the county $31 million,
not counting personal expenses.

At arecent meeting, the Fairfax County
School Board decided to survey parents in
order to determine if there would be a
widespread support for later opening times.

The board members think that without
the support of parents, no plan.would work.

“We can do this-we can change the time
schools open, we can address the facilities
and bus and sports issues-but there are other
issues that parents have a right to weigh in
on,” said board member Gary A. Reese. “In
my mind the survey will ask, “What do you
all want to do?”

The Fairfax County Area One Student
Advisory Council (SAC) reviewed this

Studies show that teenagers should get at least eight hours of sleep a night. Because of the early
school start time, junior Amanda Purvis tries to make up these hours by sleeping in class.

WS bids
farewell to
veteran
teachers

FromVETERANS Page 1
interaction,” said Shearin. “I've
always liked the motto of WS to
make the best better and I hope it
will always be the motto.”

This year Shearin is teaching
Spanish 1 and 2 as well as Susan
Fernnaniez who is student teaching.

“She’s been a vital member of
the department and she’ll be
missed,” said Spanish teacher
Barbara Brand.

Principal David Smith is
focusing on first finding a
replacement for Shearin and then
for Natale. He is hoping to fill both

5,

Sarah Kelbaugh

subject in depth last spring. Forming a I got done with all of my homework I' would  positions before or soon after winter
committee of student delegates from around  be going to bed later than [ do now and getting  break.

Area One, SAC presented a proposal to the  the same amount of sleep,” said Rawlings.

School Board.

Both Shearin and Natale found

But later high school opening times are it hard to leave in the middle of the

The proposal cited both sides of the not impossible to implement. In Edina, school year but it was when it was
argument in their report, but its findings Minnesota the school officials have changed  best for them to do it.

favored implementing a later start time for the start of school from 7:20 a.m. to 8:30 a.m.

high schoolers.

Erick Rawlings thinks that it would conflict

“What should have been an easy

They have been pleased with the rise in grades  decision to accept a very interesting
Even if a new start time is accepted, junior  and the decrease in discipline problems.

position was actually the most

Montgomery County has decided tobegin  difficult decision I've ever had to

with his extra-curricular activities and aprogram next fall where students canchoose  make because of the teachers and

homework.
“If we didn’t get out of school until four

between start times of 7:25a.m. and %:15a.m.  mostly the students I will leave
This system gives students who have after  behind,” said Natale. “Big Brother

o’clock then it would be so late before I got  school activities the opportunity to continue  will miss you, but will keep

home from swim team practice. By the time  with the regular start time.

watching.”
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Teens struggle to balance
parenthood and school

By Christine Johnson
Photo Editor

Awakened by the sound of a
screaming baby, you stumble
through the dark to comfort it.

You don’t remember the
backpains, morning sickness, or
painful labor that most mothers
experience when giving birth.
Nevertheless it’s three o’clock in
the morning, and you're out of
bed trying to quiet her screams
before your brother awakens and
he is screaming at you.

She’s not crying because she’s
hungry or because she needs a
new diaper, this baby isn’t a real
baby at all.

A doll programed to cry at
random points during the day,
Baby Think it Over, is a part of
the curriculum for the child

development class at WS. It was
designed by Rick and Mary
Jurmain to provide an experience
for young adults which simulates
the experience of parenting a
young infant.

The doll was brought to WS
four years ago and students are
required to care for it for 24 hours.
The doll is approximately seven
pounds, 21 inches and comes in
six different nationalities. Its
demands are unpredictable and
they must be met quickly, nsing
a great deal of time and attention.

A small box in the back of the
doll is programmed to cry
randomly every few hours or
when handled incorrectly. When
the doll cries, a special probe
attached to the parent’s wrist must
be inserted into the baby’s back
until it stops crying. For the time

S students’ crealive

...nE.:.ﬁm.‘ does. not artiv

the parents have the baby, the m a k e
bracelet holding the probe on it students
cannot be removed from their think
wrist to make sure that only they  about the
can care for the baby. decisions

If the doll is mistreated orisn’t involved
attended to promptly when it’s in having
crying, then the computer in the achild. It
box records the treatment through make s
blinking lights as either abuseor t h e m
neglect. realize

This year, students caring for the many
the dolls are required to carry difficulties
diaper bags along with the car inbeinga
seats that were carriedin the past. parent

“It makes you realize how and how
much you have to go through if hard it is
you do have a child,” said for high
sophomore Tina Peterson. “You school
have to be stable and prepared, students

because you dont’t get any sleep
and don't have time for school.”
The experience is supposed to

Sports Editor

to juggle school, jobs, and their
social life while caring for a baby.
scares

“It

By Meredith McClure

household has

In a time where each
a computer
and multiple phone lines,
the teenager that once
grabbed the phone and
talked for hours, now races
to log on and start chatting.
This vast expansion of
communication for the
teenager is compliments of
America Online and other
instant-message services.
Instant messaging is

equivalent to a phone call,
whereas instead of talking
two people communicate in
real time by typing back
and forth.

The most popular
feature of the software is
the personal Buddy List
window box. The Buddy
List includes online names

Christine Johnson

Sophomore De-De Hall tends to her school work while
caring for her baby from her child development class.

"

you, said

of the people you want to
exchange instant messages
with and also notifies you
when one of those people
on your list goes online. It
is this convenient feature
which  draws  most
teenagers to instant
messaging and keeps them
hooked.

“Instant messaging 18
good for lazy people like
me because you don’t have
to do anything,” said
freshman Tejas Singh.
“You're already logged on
and then you see your
friend is on too, so you
might as well talk to them.”

The service allows a
person to talk to a lot of
different people at the same
time by creating a different
screen for each
conversation.

“The cool part about

sophomore Julie Guilmain. “Tt
made me not want to have a baby
until I know I'm ready.

Typing
replaces
® talking

”

instant messaging is that
instead of just talking to
one person on the phone, [
can talk to a lot of my
friends at the same time,”
said sophomore Tom
Fredericks.

Instant messaging is
offered free of charge to
any user with Internet
connections. Many
students take advantage of
this free service to talk to
friends in other states, or
those attending colleges
without having to pay
expensive long distance
phone bills.

“I keep track of all my
friends at college and
people I've met from
different states through
instant massaging,” said
senior Jayme Kaniewski.
“The price is right and it’s
convenient,”
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7010 Spring Garden Drive
Springfield, VA 22150
in Brookefield Plaza

(703) 569-6830

Tues. - Fri. 10 AM ~ 7 PM
Sat. 10 AM ~ 6 PM
Sun. 12 AM ~ 5 PM

Closed Monday

Plus...
Up-do's, Highlights, and
Haricuts

i

NAILS

Full Set $ 24
Re-fill $18
French Manicure $13







BESOThR s
s
B
2 QVKMMMM i

e
o

-

SR

S
i

aﬂ%%(wum

.

5
2

-

e




AMWWLA .ﬁoé
e
3

2 wﬁwm
e

s

: Seeee

S
.
L
-
I )

i ,a% 2
-

5







DECEMBER 18, 1998

Old dogs learn ageless tricks

Musicians from the 70's still turning out chart-topping songs

By Mike Spector
News Editor

Imagine liking the same
kind of music as your parents.
The scary possibility is reality
for the many fans of bands.that
have been making music since
the *70s and "80s.

Certain musical talents have
managed to keep putting out
album after album for at least a
decade. These bands have been
able enjoy success on for a long
time by producing good music
that adapts to the times.

“Adaptibility allows bands
to last,” said senior Steve
Jacobs. “Good bands change
with the times.”

U2 has topped the charts for
years. In the early "80s, it was
“Sunday Bloody Sunday,” a
song about the assassination of
Martin Luther King Jr. In 1987,
the Irish band made its mark
with a simple mellow tune,
“With or Without You.” As the
’90s close out, U2’s latest
album, “Pop,” delves into the
world of techno.

America
wake-up

Radio morning shows help
listeners face the

By Ked Whitmore

Assignment Edjtor

For most students, the
morming commute to school is
a time of sleepiness, bleary
eyes, and sometimes panic. But
for radio stations, morning is a
time to make big bucks.

With so many people
commuting to work and school
in the same general timeframe
(about 6 to 10 am), particularly
in the Washington area,
morning hours are a time of
concentrated listening. For this
reason, many local statiens put
on their best and brightest
deejays at this hour.

The morning show format is
also  different, usually
containing a mix of news,
weather, and traffic along with
the usual variety of music.

In addition, many stations
rely on the charisma and humor
of their disc jockeys to carry the
show. One of the most popular
and familiar of these weekday
warriors is local legend the
Greaseman, whose own brand
of raunchy humor graces the
airwaves of classic rock 94.7
from 5:30 to 10 A.M. Of course,

S

day

Since the seventies, bands like
the Rolling Stones and Aerosmith
have dominated
the classic rock
scene. These
musical acts have
managed to please
generations of
listeners by
providing albums
that make
powerful
statements while
still retaining the

band's classic
sound. The
Rolling Stones
have recently
proved their
ability to last with
the release of their

“Bridges - to Steven Tyler

il

Babylon” album, a
compilation of many of their old
hits.

Aerosmith, after struggling in
the early eighties, made an
amazing comeback and has been
immensely popular with people
of all ages for years. Their “Nine
Lives” album, released last year,

ENTERTAINMENT

followed by the recent “A Little

s goofy, spontaneous personality and entertaining stage shows contributed
to Aerosmith’s long term success.

surge of fans to this ubiquitous
classic rock band.

One man acts follow the
same pattern. Michael Jackson
breathes the music industry.
From “Beat it,” to “Thriller,” to
“Black or White,” Jackson has
explored different concepts and

call

no discussion
of “shock DJ’s”
can be
complete
without the
Paioinie e v
Howard Stern,
whoison 106.7
in the
mornings.

By contrast,
some stations,
such as DC
101, offer more
music and less
talk in the
morning with the *all request
morming show.”

Mormming show “Billy Bush
and the Bush league” airs every
mormming on Z104 from 5am-9am
The hosts of the show are Billy
Bush and Janet Elliot. They have
lots of fun contests and prizes
that can be won.

Another fun morning pro-
gram airs on 97.1 WASH FM.
This program is another fun sta-
tion to listen to in the morning.
It's not real hard core music.
They have a contest called
“Battle of the Sexes.” Women
compete in a trivia contest
against men in which prizes are

Conservatives have tried to kick Howard Stern'‘s
radio show in several cities.

won from vacations to movie
tickets.

For those people who enjoy
news in the morming WMAL 630
AM is a good station to listen to.
Tim Brant and Andy Parks host
the program. They too have con-
tests for certain prizes. They also
interview news personalities such
as Sam Donaldson, and Cokie
Roberts. WMAL always has the
latest from the news world
People who enjoy the good old
songs should listen to Oldies 100.
They have a fun mix of news and
music. They also have drawings
that you can enter to win big cash
prizes and trips.

musical interpretations. Madonna
South of Sanity”, brought anew  has done the same; her hit singles

Rolling Stone

range from “Like a Virgin,” to
“Like a Prayer.” And, like U2,
Madonna has explored techno
with her latest album.

‘While variety in music is key,
personality and publicity allow
musicians to play for long
periods of time. Aerosmith’s

THE ORACLE—11

lead singer, Steven Tyler and his
big lips and Van Halen’s use of
the provocative David Lee Roth
as well as Sammy Haggar and
Gary Cherone to form different
chapters of their band all bring
fan and media appeal.

“Publicity grabs the fans,”
said junior Sean Bury. “Without
the fans, most bands wouldn’t be
where they are.”

Some musicians have lasted
since the late '60s and early "70s.
Billy Joel has been successful for
a number of years and has also
adapted. “Piano Man,” contrasts
with “We Didn’t Start the Fire,”
a hit that had fans singing the
song.

Blues singer Eric Clapton
played guitar with the band
Cream before going solo.
Appearances on MTV’s
“Unplugged” have keep the
singer in business. So has his his
hit single, “Tears in Heaven,”
which appeared on the
soundtrack of the movie “Rush”
this year, along with his new
album, “Pilgrim,” have kept the
singer popular,

9542 Burke Rd.
Burke, VA

19

Spartan's Family Restaurant

Greek, Italian, and American Cuisine

Breakfast Sat and Sun
Mon-Thur Friday Sat and Sun
11 am- 10pm 11 am- 11pm 8 am- 10pm

503-5800

6220 ROLLING ROAD
SPRINGFIELD, VA 22152

(703) 569-6770

e-mail: twiggbnm @erols.com
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Nationally ranked Spartans

aim for another state title

By Joey Tinsley on the squad, and
Sports Assistant freshmen Selia Monroe
and Leah Roach.

The “ 1998 Lady The Lady Spartans
Spartans are hoping once are seeking their second
again to return to the glory ~ Virginia AAA State
of Virginia AAA state Championship in three
champions. This season years. This season they
they started out ranked at have a good chance at
number 18 in the USA  winning the state title.
Today top 25 list. The coaching staff is

Eleven out of the 14  onereason why the team
players are returning tothe  is  so  successful.
squad, six of them seniors. ~ Coaches can make the i
The returning seniors are  difference between a Laura Strzemienski

Colleen Mellwrath, Tracy  good team, and a great Senior co-captain Jenn Shannon applies defensive pressure during a
Mayrant, Megan team. The coaching scrimmage. She is one of the team’s 11 returning players.

Hammerer, Kara Lawson,  staff is made up of head

Jen Shannon, and Joanna coach Bill Gibson, and ' seasons. trouble and could not three of the key

The Lady Spartans  afford for anyone to  players, while
have one goal for the  foul out, so we could Lawson, Shannon,
season,to win it all.  notafford to play man  Fill, and Monroe are
“Qur two toughest to man and press.” all threats for the

£ > : N s o
opponents this se: role of team outside shot. ﬁO:mmum H.wmﬁv .,P»MQHEE A
will be Madison and ader is handled by Talent and an | School tha ﬂ the }_mms.m:

Robinson,’ t coaching Coast Conference or the

Southeastein Conference

College ,%o {s participation:
m%ra wramho},&

this team

good as last year,

says that this
feam is differe
the team of 1
ago.

basketball scholarship  start ;.: season 5-0. :

next year After an impressive ¢ md.ﬁl.wmwﬁm ﬁ..gcm. mu,_;_mmn
There are w.m,d...m_ :u-.«._ win over a uniforin

key players this year Madison to start the : e

for the post and the season, the Spartans

outside t. Down won their next to . ,w..mﬁ 3.:.9 wD&.@ mﬂd@ wncﬂz

to see how t low Jeruzal, Mayrant, games by an average : ma 7y J% out with mﬂ@ﬁ&m ﬁwﬁnw. =
n will reac and Harper will be of 49 points. - ;
n will react. ps & p ; Dm&ﬂﬁ.m .@&Oﬁwm Mmﬁnﬂw

years

Our
depth is not

as good as I

Best  sports = memory;

Oracle file photo ¥
] . would like

Senior guard Kara Lawson is the team'’s leading ; .ﬁw:ubwua the State C :@ i
scorer. She recently signed a national letter-of-intent right now, i i
to play for the University of Tennessee next year. but I'm ,q.cw_m .annrH .

it will TG e , L “
Jeruzal. Lawson M.::_ assistant r.oun:mmi_w_.: improve ﬂ.wﬁuo_m:..m”@ﬁ.omwh ._rmm_mawm.,ﬂwom,_.
Shannon are the captains. Langloh and Chip  greatly asthe e . T
Returning juniors include  Deliee. year goes - leamn after you know it all that
Lynn Frangipane, Lisa Gibson has beenthe  on,”  said :

Leininger, and Kathy head coach at WSfor Gibson,
Wainwright. Sophomore the past 13 season. In  “that's where
returners are Katherine Fill  each of his 13 seasons  we sank . .
and Meghan Ogilvie. In he has led the Lady ourselves Laura Strzemienski

addition to the returners, Spartans to 13  Jastyear. We Freshman Selia Monroe guards an oppenent on the
junior Naquecia Harper is consecutive winning got into foul perimeter while Kara Lawson defends the interior.

GOLFZILLA

Northern Virginia's Largest Selection of Used Clubs

Buy e Sell® Trade
Designer Apparel & Shoes (703) 924-7031
Costum Club Fitting OPEN 7 DAYS

@

@

® Club Repair A WEEK

. . ‘ . .‘
0 Zm_ow.wamsavoﬁm@cﬁgoa mmomm._u::@:m_gzm__
.

Full Swing Hitting Area 2nd Floor next to Macy's

Practice Green Springfield VA, 22150
Visit Our Website www.golfzilla.com
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New track staff builds team
unity with unique methods

By Joanna Beiter
Assignment Editor

Playing ultimate frisbee, tag
relays, and scavenger hunts. Just
another tough track practice.

With an entirely new coaching
staff this year the track program
is turning over a new leaf.
Focused on teamwork and
building a promising future, the
coaches are concentrating on the
younger, upcoming stars.

“Although it may take time
adjusting, we have a promising
future,” said senior captain Matt
Scherrer. It will take time
adjusting to the new staff hired
after former head coach Phil

team starts of1
opening competitions

Saunders left the program last
year. None of the staff from past
years carried over. The new head
coach is Greg Rowe, who is
assisted by Allen Robertshaw and
Bemadette Flynn.

“It’s my feeling we can
develop unity,” said Rowe. “I'd
like to see a much more well-
rounded program.” Rowe joins
the program after leaving a five
year coaching job at Edison High
School and five years at Hayfield
Secondary School.

The entire coaching staff is
emphazing the team concept,
incorporating games, scavenger
hunts, ultimate frisbee, and relays
to have fun. The captains have a

Ellen Waylonis

Young gymnastics
well in

My

lot of responsibility, warming up
the team and leading drills.

“It’s neat to be coaching at
WS,” said Flynn. “There are great
traditions here, and the team has
performed well in the past.” Flynn,
a PE teacher at WS for four of the
past five years, wanted to teach and
coach at the same school. She
coached at McLean and Robert E.
Lee high school’s for the past ten
years. Happy to be coaching at
WS, she is motivated to bulid a
strong team with the other coaches
as well.

Assistant coach Robertshaw, a
decathlon trained athlete, has
always felt motivated to coach,
even his competition.

Junior
Kristen
White
practices on
the balance
beam to
prepare
herself for
the
upcoming
competition.
The
gymnastics
team placed
second in
their first
two meets of
_ the season.
At the first
home
competition,
the Spartans
came within
a point of
earning a
victory .

i )
time I was
competing
against an
opponent
who looked
as though he
was going to
break his
ankle every
time he
jumped off
the board [in
the pole
vault],” said Robertshaw. “I
helped him move the board over
[to a better position] and he beat
me by a quarter of an inch.” He
hopes to give the athletes he

WS 192-Hayfield 122

'S 228-Falls Church

Jessica Williams

New assistant track coach Allen Robertshaw offers
pole vaulting tips to Janet Goehring.

trains on the field events proper
technique instruction, especially
the new girl pole vaulters who
will be competing for the first
time this year.

By Erin Muir
Entertainment Editor

Most people never walk
on a four-inch wide plank of
wood, much less do
cartwheels and handsprings
on it.

Every day, the WS
gymnastics team does just
that when preparing for
another competition.

The gymnastics team
kicked off the season with a
second place finish to
Robinson on December 2,
beating Woodson and
Jefferson. At the first home
meet on December 9, they
placed second again, missing
winning by only six-tenths

of a point. On December
12, they competed at the
South Lakes Invitational.

That meet was “a good
chance for them to display
their skills before a large
audience,” said Coach Jill
McKallip.

The team, led by
Captains Jackie Chmar
and Heather Eisinger, is
slightly less experienced
than in years past.

“This year we have a
lot of new people and a
new coach,” said Chmar.
“Our coach is also a judge
so she has been extremely
helpful in improving our
routines.  The new
gymnasts have also helped

the team.

However, they are
working hard, practicing
between five and six days
a week for two to three
hours per practice.

“Our goal is to have as
many girls as possible
compete in as many

events as possible,” said
McKallip.

The girls compete in
four events; floor, beam,
uneven bars and the vault.
Each event presents a
challenge, both mentally
and physically.

“The beam is hardest
because it is the easiest to
make a mistake on it and
fall off,” said Chmar.

il

425-5300

On the Corner of
Braddock & Rolling Road

Paul Kravitz, M.D.
Alan Moshell, M.D.
Julie P. Henry, M.D.

Dermatology

‘Burke Professional Center
9004 Fern Park Drive
Burke, Virginia 22015

Hours by
appointment

703/913-7730

The

8418 Old Keene Mill Rd.

Sun Glub
Tanning Studios

DEEPER DARKER TAN
IN HALF THE TIME

Mary Kay

America's Best-Selling Brand

Stella Ratliff

Independent Sales Director

703-7719-5536 800-257-8423 PV

7419 Dunnington Place
Alexandria, OA 22315
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Spartans=Redskins? No way!

By Amy Hawthorne
Special fo The Oracle

The Redskins, otherwise known as the
“Deadskins,” are know for one thing and one thing
only this year: losing. It is the one thing the *Skins
known how to do. Many people in the Springfield
area look at the WS Spartans the same way.

But are the football Spartans really
that bad? WS’ 4-6 District record did
not make them champions, but shows
they did something right on the field
this season.

WS fans sometimes compare this
year’s team with previous ones, which
makes it hard for the players to get
the respect and needed support of the
fans.

I think back to my football days,”
said Receiver Coach Mat Shannon.
“We were a strong team with a lot of
talent.” During the 1993 season,
Shannon, along with Brandon Fleck,
Jason Van Camp and Damone Boone,
led the team to a 9-3 record, winning
the Patriot District. “Before us, the
last time [WS] won Districts was in
1974,” said Shannon. “I think
everyone is just crossing their fingers
and waiting for another team like ours
to come around.”

The question remains: When will WS see another
championship team? The Spartans had the talent this
year, but the team simply did not come together as
the coaches were hoping. “The players looked really
strong coming into the season,” said Assistant Coach
Brian Puhlick.

But as the team got into the season, the offense
began to fall apart. “‘Our defense was definitely our
strong point,” said senior Dan Gibson. “That is what
us win our games.” Effective blocking and tackling
played an essential part in the defense’s success.
Led by Gibson, senior Will Pullman and senior
Steve Massie, the defense kept the team
together and gave hope to other players.

But the offense needed just a little bit
more than hope. The offense committed

[ Analysis |

many crucial turnovers. “The biggest regret that our
team has was in the game against Centreville,” said
junior Andrew Seibert. “We lost possession of the

Player Dave Harris jumps
for joy after WS’ surprise
come-from-behind
Homecoming victory.

ball during a punt return, which resulted in a 60-
yard Centreville touchdown. The worst part is that
we lost that game by only seven points.”

But the offense had some good moments. WS fans
saw the best kicker the team has had in quite some
time, senior Jeff Scudder, actually make field goals.
Some of the other offensive powerhouses were
Pullman and Seibert on the line, with Ryan Fleck
quarterbacking for senior receivers Clayton Deitze,
Jason McCain, and Gibson. “They
were responsible for about 95 percent
of our touchdowns,” said Puhlick.
“You could go as far as to say 97
percent.”

This year’s schedule, though,
worked against the Spartans. “First of
all, we play in the most competitive
district in the area,” said Offensive
Coach Trea Taylor. “We don’t get
much of a break playing non-district
games against teams like Centreville
and Lee.”

It would help if the Patriot District’s
lines were re-drawn. “It’s too bad for
WS that the Patriot District is so
unbalanced,” said Ryan Sloan of the
Centreville team. “It must be
frustrating, to see us play easy teams
like Fairfax, when our skill level is

much higher than theirs.”
But the list of misfortunes for the

Spartans hasn’t ruined their reputation
completely. Eight senior players plan to continue
football in college, at schools such as Georgetown,
Penn State and the Naval Academy.

Maybe WS is not as bad as it is made out to be.
One thing is for sure—they aren’t the Redskins.

Volleyball interest

spikes with teens

Chappell says WS could have the sport in 5 years

By Emily Harris
Features Editor

WS is an extracurricular
kind of school. After school,
students can participate in
more than 60 clubs. The
school also offers more than
41 different sports for girls and
boys, at varsity, JV and
freshmen levels.

But volleyball is not on that
list.

“It’s not fair that we don’t
have volleyball,” said
freshman Judy Brown.
“Everywhere else it’s played,
but not here.”

Volleyball is a popular sport
nationwide. And, thanks to
superstar players such as
Gabrielle Reece and Karch
Kirlay, the sport’s popularity
is growing.

But even though most
sporting goods stores in this
area have a whole section
devoted to volleyball gear,
Fairfax County is not too
familiar with the sport.

“It’s depressing that*most
high schools here don’t have
teams,”’ said Patricia Johnson,
Vice President of the Northern
Virginia Volleyball
Association. “I think that
schools offer enough sports

already and volleyball should
be included.” ,
Unlike its neighboring

counties, Prince William and
Loudoun, Fairfax does not
have a high school girls
volleyball league.

“Those other counties have
small school districts, so
they’re able to start small-scale
programs,” said Tod Chappell,
‘WS’ student activities director.
“It’s easier for them than it is
for Fairfax. They have smaller
populations and enrollments.”

More than five years ago,
however, Fairfax did offer
volleyball to its high schools,
through its county-sponsored
intramural league. But after
budget cuts, the intramural
programs were eliminated.
And all forms of public high
school volleyball in Fairfax
died.

In 1993, junior Frank
Rachal, an avid volleyball
player wanting to train for the
Junior Olympics, began the
WS volleyball program.
Former English teacher Susan
Howard sponsored it. Rachal
succeeded in gaining interest
and participation in the sport,
but the volleyball program
didn’t continue into the next
season.

“There hasn’t been a real
strong interest in the sport,”
said Chappell, who thinks
volleyball is a great sport.
“There’s some interest, but not
enough to bring the sport
together.”

Despite the lack of a
volleyball team here and at
other county high schools,
some area students have taken
the initiative to start their own
club teams.

The designation “club”
means that the sport is
“unofficial,” or not funded by
the county, much like WS’
popular crew team. Members
of a WS volleyball team would
pay for their own equipment,
uniforms and referees.

“We were one of the first
schools to start the volleyball
program,” in this manner, said
Donna King, director of
student activities at Falls
Church High School.

“About three years ago, we
had a lot of students interested,
s we found a coach.” Falls
Church began competing
against other schools last year.

Since Falls Church was one
of the only high schools in the
area at the time with a
volleyball team, they
competed against private

" volleyball in

schools. But this year Langley,
Woodson, Oakton and
Chantilly have all joined the
race, establishing their own
teams. Centreville is still
struggling to develop a club
team.

Others have gotten
in on the act.

To promote

the next
season, the
Fairfax
Adults
Volleyball
Organization

R . asis
contributed

a large
stipend to
local public
school.
Promoters of the
sport hope that the extra
funds will help make Fairfax
County volleyball popular and
competitive.

Prospects for the game
becoming a varsity sport in the
county are mixed. More than
15 high schools must carry
volleyball as a club sport
before it becomes an “‘official”
sport. So five schools is a start.

“I suspect that in five years,
volleyball will be offered in

every school in Fairfax
County, ” Chappell said. “It’s
only a question of who will
take the initiative to start and
continue the program here, at
WS>

All of the official
high school
sports
available
no w
started
a S
club

ok
Just

and
earned county
funding. And there is hope that
crew soon will do the same.
But nobody knows if the sport
will be offered to just boys,
just girls, or if there will be
enough support to have teams
for both sexes.
“It would be so cool to have
a school volleyball team here
at WS,” said freshman Roberto
Garcia. “But I bet they’1l only
get a girls team.”

list,






1.In “National Lampoon’s
Christmas Vacation,” what did
Aunt Bethany say for grace
during the Christmas Eve dinner?
a) She pledged allegience to the flag
b) Sang “Rudolph the Red Nosed
Reindeer”

¢)Sang “Hail to the Queen”

2. The name of Scrooge’s.
deceased business partner in
Charles Dickens’ “A Christmas
Carol” was:

a) Bob Marley

b) Billy Bob Thornton

'¢) Bob Cratchit

3. “What | want for Christmas is
an official Red Ryder BB Gun with
a compass in the stock and this
thing that tells time. They are very

~ good presents. | don’t think that a

POLITICALLY CORRECT HOLIDAY SONG TITLES

football is a very good Christmas  c)* It's a Wonderful Life”

present.” What movie is this
quote from? .

a) “Miracle on 34th Street”

b) “A Christmas Story”

c) “Rudolph the Red Nosed
Reindeer”

4. What song is the choir singing
when Kevin leaves the church on
Christmas Eve in “Home
Alone?”

a) “Jingle Bells”

b) “The Ukrainian Bell Carol”

c) “Silent Night”

5. What’s the most famous
quote from “it's A Wonderful
Life?”

a)“Every time a bell rings an angel
get's his wings.”

b)

“I'll Be Back”

10.“Oh Holy to some races, religions, creeds, national origins, or sexual

orientations Night”

3

9.“Rudolph the special-nosed reindeer’

8.“Have yourself, if you are so disposed, a mirthful Little December

23

Celebration

7.“Oh symbolically decorative to some races, religions, creeds, national
origins, or sexual orientations Evergreen Tree

5.“The top that has four symbols and spins song
4.“The 12 days immediately preceding the 25th of December’

3.“Joy to the World, a Figure of Religious

2

has come

2 “We three prominent political figures of unspecified Eastern origin

6.“We Wish You a Merry non-denominational Winter H._or.amw

2

3%
3

Importance to certain individuals

1.“The Hannukah Song” by Adam Sandler

Heidi Burke,

-compiled by Brian Gillis November.
sister, Heather, are the world'

Church High School and the University of Virginia.

& LaMont Mitchell

TUESDAY

January

WEDNESDAY

' 6. What did Santa’s elf in “Frosty

the Snowman” really want to

be?

a) A dentist

b) A snowman
c) Santa Claus

7. In “How The Grinch Stole
Christmas” what was the name of

the tiniest “Who?”
a) Matt Barker Who
b) Little Who

c¢) Cindy Lou Who

8. What is the name of Jack’s
dog in “The Nightmare Before

Christmas?”
a) Zero

b) Spot

c) Rover

Here, she talks with sel

X

THURSDAY

9. Who does Jack accuse Lucy of
dating in “While You Were
Sleeping?”

a)Joe Junior

b) his father

c)Peter

‘e(g (g "o(2 "&(9 "B(s 'a(y "a(g "o(z "=(} :siemsuy

-compiled by Nick Welihozkiy

Lisa Matthes

who plays basketball for the Washington Mystics, visited marketing classes in
niors Kara Lawson and Joanna Jeruzal. Burke and her twin
s tallest female identical twins. They graduated from Falls

&R B

al |
FRIDAY

SATURDAY

Madrigals Feast of

18 19

Carols

20

2l 2

Basketball vs TC PSAT returned to ,
Williams underclassmen 2N
Girls-away . @a H&
Boys-home

26

21

% %

31

4 ]

Basketball vs Gymnastics vs
Lake Braddock Chantilly 7 p.m.
Girls-home
Boys- away

Basketball vs Hayfield

§ 9

Band Concert
Girls-away
Boys-home




