By Melissa Lipman
Entertainment Editor

The Infamous sang their way
to first place in WS’s sixth
annual Battle of the Bands on
Friday, June 9.

The band includes George
“Infamous™ Biskey on guitar
and vocals, Steve Carr on bass
and vocals, and Quinn Gorbutt
on drums.

The set was marred only by
a brief interruption, which
occurred when Biskey’s stage-
jump in the last song prompted
the crowd to start moshing. The
song had to be stopped and the
audience returned to their seats
in order to prevent injuries.
Despite this, the Infamous was
well received by the audience
and judges.

The second place band was
Milos. Its members, Tom
Hauser, Jason Wendling, Donny
Potter, Jason Strzemienski and

Infamous songs seize s

Infamous, sings to the crowd.

Steven Adamchak, entered
wearing blue T-shirts, each of
which has one large white letter
of “Milos” printed on it, so the
shirts spelled out the band’s
name. Although they were a bit
more relaxed than Infamous,
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Steven Carr, a member of the winning band

they were equally
well received by the
crowd.

Dark Haven, a
heavy metal band,
came in third with
howling vocals, loud
music and head
banging. Before
performing, Jeremy
Cassano, Haven’s
bass player and WS
senior, described his
feelings on the show
saying, “I’ve been
looking forward to it
for years.”

The show was
held in the
auditorium. Seven
bands, including the winner and
Mathias, Gimpy Squirrel, Low
Profile and Cambiata performed
for five judges and many
students. The show ran for over
four hours and included acoustic
performances between sets,

potlight

Almost all music was
original, except for a Red Hot
Chili Peppers song done by
Gimpy Squirrel, and “Billie
Jean” by Michael Jackson, from
Low Profile. During the song,
Tejas Singh, lead singer of the
group, donned Jackson’s
trademark glove, which was
handed to him by an audience
member during the song.

Throughout the show, band
members mentioned the work
Owens put into the competition.
Before the last song in Milos’s
set, Potter, a senior said, “Just
right now I'd like to thank Mr.
Owens for all the work he did.”

Owens: maintained that
although the show was a lot of
work it was worth doing so
students could express
themselves. “This is a very
positive thing,” said Owens,
“These students are very creative
and Emw need their voices
heard.

ZE.@E\ makes Irving publications after-school only

By Amy Whipple
Oracle Editor

The WISP has left the
building.

Starting in the 2000-2001
school year, Washington Irving
Middle School’s paper, the WISP,
and yearbook, the Sketchbook,
will both be held as after school
activities instead of regular
classes. Due to low sign-up for
the newspaper, principal Dr.
Patrick Murphy pulled the class.
The yearbook was also made into
an afternoon activity.

Murphy was busy with
interviews and was unable to talk
to The Oracle.

After the decision to censor
the WISP was made at the end of
the last school year, assistant
principal Elizabeth Franklin has
been keeping a close watch over
the staff and everything that goes

New technology set to allow]

in the paper. This has caused a
disruption in making it hard for
the staff to meet the Fairfax
County requirement of four
1SSues per year.

In the Irving journalism
computer lab there is a total of
13 computers, which are

expected to be sufficient for two
after-school clubs, both of which
rely mainly on computer usage.

1998 Sketchbook
The rock will forever symbolize
Irving .

video-conferencing in WS

By Mike Waldron
Oracle Editor

On May 25, the Fairfax
County School  Board
unanimously adopted a $1.4
billion budget that called for
minor cuts in technology.
However, WS is one of thé
county’s seven pilot high schools
for technology education; so
while budget cuts may damage
other schools, they will not hurt
WS.

“Since we're one of the pilot

schools, we’ll get all of our
e

equipment,” said WS
Technology Instructor Becky
Brandt.

A large portion of the
equipment will focus on the
county’s three-year
implementation plan for core
curriculum. The plan, which
focuses on putting cameras,
computers, printers, TVs, and
VCRs in the classroom, is a
three-step process—math last
year, english this year, and social
studies next year. Combined, all
of the equipment carries a price
tag between $2,500 and $3,000

Most computers were issued in
the renovation of Irving in 1995.

“Hopefully they will keep
this lab strictly for journalism
use,” said current advisor Carol
Hazzam.

Hazzam was new to the
school staff this year and will be
moving on to an undetermined

school in the fall. So far the job °

has not been opened up to
anyone else. Journalism
advisement will be a volunteer
job open for any teacher who
wants to help.

“I hope that despite all the
changes, the tradition of the
newspaper can continue,” said
eighth grader Jessica McKesey.

Outlook for The Oracle is
also looking dim as the sign up
for Journalism I is much smaller
than in previous years. Only 20
students signed up for next year

nmam_.mm will be _Eu_m.:mznmn_
to school computers as part of
the new technology update.

per classroom.

One unique aspect of the
equipment is that the cameras and
computers, once connected, will
enable teachers to hold video-
conferences by using a program
called “C U See Me.”

See TECH PAGE 5

compared to this year’s current
enrollment of 37. Turned off
interest from the middle school
level will begin to
waver Oracle and
Olympian sizes
significantly in the
next two to three
years.

“If 1 hadn’t
worked on the WISP staff, 1
would have never found my
interest in The Oracle,” said
senior Matt Barker, former
WISP member and three year
member of The Oracle staff.

Moving onto high school
journalism was a difficult step
to take for current freshman as
they saw the downfall of their
previous publication.

“Our morale was low from
the administration and the staff
never really getting along. It

took away from our interest,”
said freshman Nayna Gupta.
Advisor for ten years and

WISP

current English teacher at Irving
Linda Beuhring helped build
both publications up to almost
high school standards. At the
time of her resignation at the end
of the last school year, the
publications both held Gold
awards.

Beuhring would not give a
comment, but Hazzam offered
the voice of many when she said,
“It’s very sad. These kids have
worked too hard to let this all fall
apart.”
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With few weeks left, we eat pi1zza

So our parents tell us, “They start in August. You all college students who are back to school in early August,

On May 23, WS drummed up a lot of business for the
pizza industry.

Because of the SOL testing schedule, fifth-period lasted
for three hours, encouraging students and teachers to have
a treat. More than 50 pizzas were ordered that day, and
that concerned the administration. They're afraid the
parents will think we’re not doing academic, educational
things in school anymore.

You know what? They’re right.

After the May AP exams, classes really start to slow
down for 11th- and 12th- graders. While schools in other
states are ending for the summer, we still have six weeks
with little to do. We understand that Virginia law requires
all public schools to run for 180 days. However, ending
school in late June causes an inconvenience.

All of our friends from other areas are out, enjoying
the springtime weather. We sit in silence, staring out the
windows, and wishing for the guts to pull a Ferris Bueller.

Rugby rules the UVA ftield

ELS

get to wait until September.

Maybe someone missed
something, but it’s extremely nasty to be in DC in August.
Popular consensus shows that it would be preferable to

be out earlier than in the heatstroke-inducing late summe
rays.

We all know about the Kings Dominion Law. It says
that because of the state’s tourist attractions, schools can’t
start until after Labor Day. Most theme park workers are

so attractions want high-schoolers to fill in.
Other counties have appealed to the state in order to
start before Labor Day. Everyone who has gone to court
has been awarded the right to start school earlier. Stafford
County, our neighbor to the south, starts earlier, finishes
earlier, and has a two-week winter holiday. Fairfax
County hasn’t tried to appeal the Kings Dominion law,
and from the looks of things, we probably never will.
Starting after Labor Day is not only incovenient, but
it hurts our academics, too. The dates are set nationwide,
so all the schools who start in August have the advantage
of those extra weeks of preparation. We are rushed and
then have nothing to do for the six weeks after the tests.
On top of that, most of our teachers give us our finals as a
study aid for the AP exam, really giving us nothing to do
or look forward to after the test.
So we sit, suffer—and order pizza.

By Julie Davis-
ETC. Editor

Saturday, April 3, was perfect weather
for rugby. However, our game was
Sunday, not Saturday. It snowed early that
morning, making the UVA rugby field a
huge pool of mud for the UVA Invitational
Rugby Tournament.

A couple of concussions, bruises,
scrapes and frostbites later, we still lost.
That was pretty good for our first game,
though.

We aren't your everyday, ordinary
sports team. We go tanning before
practice, we make Subway runs after
practice, and we worry about whether or
not our socks match our uniform. We are
late to practice, and early to leave.
Somehow, we managed to learn enough
to win a district championship.

Our team, Lake Braddock Amazon, is
more than a bunch of athletes who practice
and play together.

As female rugby players, we were
friends who made lifelong memories,
whether it was wondering why Mary
Gary's car was making weird noises,
staying past our welcome in Subway or

throwing Erica Farawell in the mud.

We even dealt with negative spectators
(you know who you are), but in the end,
we prevailed with a District Champion
trophy.

Senior Casey Hennessy, an eightman
and a wing for West End Rugby, says he
approves of the women's league. "l would
want to be on the woman's league because
its the only action I would ever get."

He was kidding, but senior Julian Cox
wasn't when he said that rugby is like
communism, because whether or not you
are qualified, you can still play. Well, OK,
then—hail, Fidel Castro.

My research didn't end on an entirely
disappointing note though. At least senior
Pat Bresley thinks that it is cool that
everyone has an opportunity to play.
Thank you, we deserve our props.

We were a strange bunch, no doubt.
And for a selected few, it was more like a
soap opera.

There was Erica, who had an eye for a
certain boy. Mary, who let too many
people drive her car. Stephanie, feared
certain words. Michelle, who doesn't
remember the UVA game at all after a

Peter nq.mw.w

The Lake Braddock Amazon battles for the ball in a match versus UVA.

blow to the head. Nicole, who wasn't
allowed to play after she suffered from a
concussion. Jennifer, sister to West End
legend Joe.

Then there was me, who still has a
bruise where Mary hit me after I told her
that a white Rav 4 was mine, when it
wasn’t.

We were more than a team; we were a
bunch of girls getting ourselves into
trouble.

I've got great memories of good times
that will last forever-unless I totally forget
this season if I manage to get kicked in
the head next season, which probably will
happen..

Summer jobs are just around the corner

Romance, friends,

By Nayna Gupta
Inside Story Editor

With summer right around the corner,
plans for the long awaited ten week break
are an important issue on the minds of most
students. Though sitting on the couch and
watching TV all summer is definitely
appealing to me, this pleasure pales in
comparison to the benefits I could receive
with a summer job.

The most obvious advantage of a
summer job is the money it provides for
my weekend fun and shopping. While
money is my main motive for landing a
summer job , there are other benefits too.

Learning during the summer is not a
priority for most, but acquiring new,
interesting skills can never hurt. In

an

addition, I gain the advantage of
job experience that looks great on
later job applications and college
resumes. The added bonus for me
is the possibility of a job that
provides interesting adventures,
new friends, and maybe even
romantic interests. When
September comes around, having
worked all summer will hopefully
ease my transition from summer
freedom to classroom captivity.
The variety of jobs available
makes it easy to find one that suits
all interests and personalities.
Working as a lifeguard at a local
pool appeals to some, because it provides
the opportunity to combine sun and fun

1=

with good money. Some local
pools even offer $10 for every
half hour of swimming
lessons for children. For those
who enjoy working with
children, a job as a camp
counselor is the perfect
answer. While this job
involves more responsibility
than I can handle during the
summer, some students prefer
it because they can pick a
camp that matches their
interests.

More commonly preferred
jobs such as waiting tables or
working in retail also have their
advantages like tips and store discounts.

2

d money lure some students to get a summer job

While money is the reason I look for a
summer job, I have found that working in
lower paying office internships is the best
solution to my search for the perfect job.
Though not high, the pay is enough to
cover my shopping and social needs during
the summer, and the experience the job
provides goes a long way towards
dramatically increasing my chances of
higher-paying employment later.

With all the choices and opportunities
available in the summer job market, I find
little sense in wasting away ten weeks of
very valuable time. To some, the idea of a
summer job includes stress and very little
fun, but in fact, working during the summer
can provide the best combination of
pleasure and learning.
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Temperatures 1n classes cause contusion

By Jenny Braudaway
Weekend Editor

It is either too hot or too cold. Every
time I enter a classroom, I wonder which
it will be. Will I have goosebumps? Or
will I be sweating beads?

The temperature at WS is often a
concern of students, and unlike other
problems such as the bathroom conditions,
it is not an easy one to solve. The
temperature preference will always differ
from person to person. And many times,
the temperature control is at the teacher’s
discretion.

In the winter I remember that my
temperature preference changed from day
to day. Some days I would wear my winter
coat throughout the whole school day.
Other days, I would roll up my sleeves
because the heat was at full blast, and I
would find myself warmer than I wanted
to be.

Now with the weather getting warmer,
I wear shorts and tank tops to school, only
to find myself freezing once I get there. 1
realize our school is privileged to have air
conditioning, but at the same time, it is
hard to pay attention in class, much less
take a test, when you are shivering.

And I'm not exaggerating. The
temperatures are sometimes so extreme
that I sweat and shiver in the same day, in
different classrooms. Very seldom is the
temperature neutral or, in my opinion,
normal.

However, as mentioned before, air
conditioning is a privilege, and without it,
students would probably be complaining
even more.

The only solutions I can think of are
dressing in layers, and, depending on what
classroom you’re in, asking the teacher to
help regulate the temperature so that it
doesn’t fall into the extremes of “freezing
cold” or “burning hot.”

Maggie Atteberry

Students shed their layers when the temperature in the classroom is comfortable,
which is a rarity.

A
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Spring fashions take

control of WS . @

By Jen Berne
Weekend Assistant

A quick glimpse down the halls clearly conveys a
multitude of bright colors, compared to the dark, drab
colors of winter. Tangerine, magenta, and bright yellow
are among some of the most popular attire of this season.

The change in color has brought about an abundance
of cheerful attitudes and the desire for the lazy days of
summer.

“Bright colors like pink and yellow are really cheerful
and summer-like,” said sophomore Kelly Humbertson.

Capri pants of assorted fabrics and lengths have made
their way to the center of the fashion industry.

“I have seen many girls wearing all different kinds
of capris, from Abercrombie & Fitch, nylon knee-
lengths, to the Gap cotton stretch ankle lengths,” said
freshman Allison Tugwell. “It’s all a matter of
preference.”

For gitls, there is a variety of styles to wear associated

with capri pants. Though not always appropriate, halter
tops have become a necessity in almost every girl’s closet
and can be worn with a three-quarters length matching
cardigan.

“Cardigans are really convenient when it’s cold in the
morning and hot during the day because you can just add
a layer or take one off,” said The Limited employee Karen
Masek.

Of course, once an outfit is put together, it’s never really
complete without the necessary accessories.

“My favorite new fad is the bead bracelet that comes
in almost every color,” said senior Anne Bernside. “They
pretty much go with every outfit,” .

Shoes are among the most important accessories to
have. In the 2000 summer season, flip flops and flat shoes
seem to have taken over bulky heels and platforms.

‘While not everyone has an open-ended wardrobe fund,
the latest styles and accessories can be found at reasonable
prices at many stores ranging from Ross to Old Navy.

Maggie Atteberry
Sophomores Joe Connell, Deanna Powers, and Chelsea
Poling strut the latest fashions down sophomore hall.

Students plan ‘ski’ vacations this summer

By Clint Crosier
Business/Systems Editor

During those hot summer days, it’s
always great to get into the water for a
good cool down. While many people just
head off to the local pool, others find more
active ways to beat the heat.

Water skiing is a great way to work on
a tan, yet stay cool at the same time.
Ripping wind and cold splashes of water
replenish the body while giving the water-
skier a thrill.

“Every time I try, as soon as I stand
up, I fall flat on my face,” said senior Jill
Hurst.

To help the inexperienced, almost all
ski clubs and lakes offer ski lessons or
clinics to teach people how to enjoy
themselves on the water.

“I had ski lessons one summer at South
River [Ski Club] when I was twelve, and
now I love going skiing whenever I have
the chance,” said freshman David Gitlin.

Ski Club (SRSC), located in Maryland, three, but SRSC is the only one that has

Michelle Redding
Junior Jenee Eilermann shows that she can pose while water skiing at the lake.

23 and run through the end of August.
Prices vary for different ages depending
on the length of the lessons. Kid prices
are in the low $100’s and adult prices are
around $170.

Lake Anna and Cheat Lake are smaller
lakes that offer less options than SRSC,
but they can still offer pure water-skiing
fun. Both allow boats and skiing, but there
are no safety patrols roaming the waters.
Lake Anna hosts an annual summer clinic
in the middle of June. Cheat Lake also
offers various local competitions for
young water-skiers throughout the
summer.

Many other lakes are available for
skiing, but they do not have any type of
organized clubs. Lake Pohick and
Ogquaquan Lake allow skiing and boating.

“I was going to go water skiing with
my youth group on Lake Anna,” said
sophomore Mary Holloway, “The boat
broke down unfortunately. They sent
another boat for us, but it took to long for
it to come. So I did not yet to go.

There are many places to go for water-
skiing lessons in the area. A few of the
nicer establishments include South River

Survival of the funniest

Green gets fans involved in personal details

Lake Anna in Virgina, and Cheat Lake in
West Virgina.
Lessons and clinics are given at all

regularly scheduled lessons with fixed
prices.
Lessons at SRSC start this year on June

Hopefully this summer I will get to go
water-skiing.”

By Jennifer Schonberger
Features Editor

He is the epitome of teenage comedy. He is on every
Tuesday night on MTV. He entertains us while we watch
him trying to contain ourselves from falling off the couch.

He is Tom Green.

Green was born in 1971 in Pembroke, Canada. By
the age of six, Green was painfully skinny.

“I was skinny, OK?” Green said to Rolling Stone.
“Dying basically.”

Nowadays, he weighs 150 pounds at six foot three.

“Back then, my legs were, like, crazy skinnier,” Green
said in Rolling Stone. “Until about a year and a half ago,
I never wore shorts outside, ever.”

He crashed into trash cans, purposefully, fell out of
chairs comically and gave humorous student council
candidate speeches that got him elected to higher offices.
At age 16, he propelled himself into local comedy clubs
to take a stab at stand-up comedy. A few years later he
formed a comedy-rap group called Organized Rhyme.
When it disbanded, he broadcasted his skills on a college
radio station where he would howl sometimes for 20
minutes at a time.

Green then got ahold of the video camera and started
taping his everyday life as a suburban skate boarder. This
led to his first show, on local access-cable in Canada, then
to Canada’s Comedy Network. Finally he got a meeting
with MTV executives, during which he covered himself

with shaving cream.

“] want the show to be labeled a smart comedy show,
not a gross-out comedy show,” Green told Rolling Stone.

The show has turned out to be a major success. It is
number one among the ages of 12-34.

“I wouldn’t say it’s [a show] about anything, actually,”
Green said to Rolling Stone, “But, I mean, to me, the
show is about, ‘Keep making it entertaining!”

While making the show, Green is always looking to
catch viewers off guard and at the same time make them
laugh.

“Hopefully, we’ll get in some trouble,” Green said to
The Washington Post, “The goal is trouble.”

Green has proved he made it big by making an
appearance on the Late Show with David Letterman.
‘While on the show, Green showed the video of the time
he had his parents’ Honda secretly painted with a lesbian
love scene and the words Slut Mobile, then recorded his
parents’ responses and his mother’s telephone messages.

“Dave actually laughed,” Green said to The
Washington Post, “I was like, ‘Omigod, this is crazy,” he
likes my little joke.”

On a serious note, Green was diagnosed with testicular
cancer and has already undergone two rounds of surgery.

“Hey, Kids,” Green said, “feel your testicles. That
way you won’t get cancer.”

During his treatment, Green will be taking a break
from his popular program and is expected to be back to
work within a few months. Girlfriend Drew Barrymore

Tom Green makes one of his typical funny faces.

supported Green while in the hospital. Recently Green
had a television special on testicular cancer.

“Cancer is a reality for everyone,” said sophomore
Jasmine Wilkins, “Tom Green set out to make a joke of
this fatal disease. Although I was disgusted by the graphic
scenes involving his surgery, I found the entire experience
to be quite funny. He's a strong man for doing what he
did. He is a survivor.”

Green has also appeared in the movie “Road Trip,”
which came out May 19.

“The movie was typical Tom Green comedy,” said
junior Rebecca Szewczuk. “I would definitely have to say
that it’s a guy flick.”

He once was a super dork, a nerd, a dweeb, the boy
with the chicken legs. You name it, that’s what Green
was, but never again. Now he’s in the MTV spotlight.
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Sometimes,

‘By Gretchen McKeever
Special to The Oracle

If there were a senior superlative for Class Klutz, I would

win it, hands down. It’s not just the fact that I trip over things

(including my own feet), rather, it’s the circumstances that make

my klutziness so unique. Ask any of my good friends, they’ll tell
you how I always manage to hurt myself.

Take swimming, for example. It’s supposed to be one of the safest
sports with the lowest chance of injury of all or most sports. Yet, I have
miraculously managed to end up in the hospital twice with swim-team-
related injuries.

/ Swimming breaststroke, I took my goggles off to do sprints.
f | Distracted by sounds from the deck, my rhythm became uneven and it

2 wasn’t long before my right thumb hit my unprotected right eye. Ouch.
It didn’t just hit though. I have the distinct honor of being the only
person I know who has touched their browbone from the inside. I
managed to struggle my way to the deck where the lifeguards then carried
me to the office to call my mother. I ended up with a scratched cornea
and a summer worth of teasing from the lifeguards.

Poking your eye sounds bad. It is. But thing don’t end here. At South
Run about a year later, I was preparing for the practice just like always.
I put on my cap, goggles, and drag suit, like always. Then, just like
always, I jumped into the pool. Whoops. Looks like I misjudged the
depth.

I had jumped in hard, ready to sink to the of a ten foot-deep pool.
Too bad it was only four feet deep. My foot bent in half and my
ankle inverted. In an extreme case of deja-vu, I crawled to the deck
where the lifeguards met me to take me to the office and call my

parents. We went to the hospital yet again and I spent more quality
time with a wheelchair. After three hours worth of X-rays, the
doctors determined they didn’t have to amputate and instead
put me in a cast and outfitted me with crutches. 1 looked
really cool the next night at the Dave Matthews Band
concert.

I’'m all thumbs

By now, senior year, I'm used to the embarrassment of tripping and
falling in front of others. Luckily, there’s usually only a very small group
to witness my humiliation.

But it wasn’t a small group two weeks ago. Actually, it was more like
half of the WS swim team. Strolling casually on the bottom row of
bleachers, my wet sandals slipped on wet wood beneath them. Like in
slow motion, my feet slid toward the next row of seats while my arms
flew up over my head. My left knee was the first thing to slam against the
very seats I'd been walking on. It was followed by my left rib cage. My
arms were still up and continued leading me towards the concrete floor.

As I fell, I heard the shouts and gasps of my teammates. My hands
finally landed in perfect cartwheel form with my head an inch from the
ground. I froze. Helping hands reached to me, pulling me to a sitting \\,.\
position. Everyone gathered around me and asked if I was OK. A
When I finally caught my breath, I couldn’t help it. I started i
to laugh.

A classic TV sitcom moment just actually
happened in real life. To me! Nobody else laughed.
They were all still scared. However, when I told
my diver friend Amy Gembacz, she
immediately broke out in laughter. For
anyone else, it’s a scary instance. For
me, it’s a way of life.

Maybe you still think that I'm
not such a goof. Maybe you think
you actually can rival me for
that superlative. Just wait,
there will be plenty more
chances for me to fall
down. When that happens,
you can just point and
laugh. Really, I don’t |
mind. I'm used to it.

—
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I’'m

embarr

By Theresa Rupp
Managing Editor

1 am sorry to say that I

toilet paper on the back of o
out of my nose. To tell you
one really embarrassing mo

Sure, little embarrassing

the time when I was about ¢
my mom. She told me to ga
and when I came back to the
piled on top of each other. “
1 said. “Milk’s gross!” And
with a beard—it was his sh
and not to mention scared—
and started crying.

And then there was the

about 12. I was on one of i
control by turning the whee
only has about 10 minutes
back to the front of the poo
next people.

Well, I had not quite ma

. wanted it to, and so when tt

gl come back in, I panicked. N

o — in the middle of the pool an
Melissa Lipman the water.

Everyone was staring at

who just pointed at me and
did not understand (probe
American!”). To make the sit

_ the “water safety” patrol ha
come out to me, and tow me
water park.

It is just the little episoc
nd. They were not m

embarrassing enough to ca
laugh at them now. Becau



‘about or even care e about %u_1 wgﬁmﬁbm .

. all I have to say now is ham»“vwm»mw na not'
viom, why did you g all this milk?" me in the hall and tell me that you read
__owﬁm up and saw a big scary fat man this and that it was mﬂﬂa .ch. Ewnﬁoamwnngﬁ%
art, not mine. I was so embarrassed— nﬂumﬂmmmﬁm
an over to where my mom really was

T was at this water park when I was
er boats'that have a motor which you
lirection you want to go. Each person
the boat, and then ‘you have to come
an all mnnwwﬁ_,:mgm Hnw&. ».E. En

I really thought
I nci& fly!

; ‘When I was 3, w&wnﬂioﬁmu was E% n&om H wwmo_mﬁ_w wmomnm_ Wmn H &Eﬁrnm

\ her TV show every single day, and I threw a hissy fit when I missed it. More than
- anything in the world, I wanted to be just like her. I made it my life’ s goal to become

; :  Superwoman.

motecmbag e \ While other children were playing with their dolls, I practiced my superhero
into an empty boat, / skills. I tied a blanket around my neck, ran in dizzying circles around the play room,

ah, moa times at an - and darted down the hallways. . .

/ “Look at me! I'm flying,” I would say. I knew that I really wasn’t flying, but it was part

wﬁa that stick in my | of the routine. I had to practice saying it if I ever wanted it to really happen.

nBchmEuEumEn gmwiyhﬁu : : e
/hi i y Nikki Werking
@ﬁnmm m..%Q.

g situations, @Ew | ‘One summer afternoon, after watching my beloved Superwoman on TV, T had a sudden
look back and  revelation. Today was the day. For one reason or another, I had at that moment become a

mqﬂd ngn:n&n‘. __ Eﬂ.wﬁmﬂ:ﬂo.dimwgnamwoﬂEa&oaaﬁrmﬂaaﬁnno..wémwwn.waoﬁgﬂﬁomgn
S S it was time to fly.

1 snatched up my ratty, worn-out baby blanket from off the floor and pulled it around
my shoulders, carefully, artfully, tying it with the perfect knot (meaning a knot tight enough
to make the blanket stay on). Now properly dressed, I was ready for my maiden flight.

m took a na% _Bdnﬁ. .EB%&. Eu. as _Eww. as Hu« __En mew would 92% me. .oﬂw to land

meEmﬁwwnm _s.wm, up Emw S&anau na&m take a mBmH mu:hm Hnwm. 1 ﬂwumnnon_ E,QEE E@
house, looking for just the spot. I looked up toward the staircase leading to the second
level of my house. The stairs were tall and there was plenty of open space around
them for flying. It was the perfect place.

Quickly, I clambered my way up the staircase. I stood at the top with my toes
~ touching the very edge of the step as I stared down into my flight zone. Caught up
 in my moment of greatness, I yanked the blanket from my neck. I was a great
A superhero, even better than Superwoman, and I didn’t need a cape to enable /
me to fly. I raised my arms over my head, and with a short leap from

edge, I dove into the air. . S Pkl
 The air rushing by my face was incredible as I descended down the .
' staircase. Suddenly, my blissful flight came to an abrupt halt.  Melissa Lipman
I had hit the ground. You know what I learned that day? I
couldn’t fly.
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Dali paints surrealistic picture in DC

By Laura Robinson
News Section Editor

“I am like the alchemist trying to apprehend the non-
measurable through the measurable.”

This self-description best describe the confusing but
interesting and beautiful paintings of Spanish Surrealist
Salvador Dali. His art exhibit, entitled “Dali’s Optical
Illusions,” will be shown downtown at the Hirshorn
Museum from April 19 through June 18 in D.C.

Throughout his 85 year life, Dali created thousands
of paintings, made films, designed clothes and created
magazine ads. He is most well-known as the greatest
Surrealist artist of all time and his works are icons of the
Surrealistic movement.

Perhaps his most famous painting is The Persistence
of Memory ,which features melting clocks on a barren
beach. This painting is much more impressive at the
exhibit than it is in books. All of Dali’s works show his
amazing abilities to paint all kinds of objects with unique
flair and fantastic detail.

Many of the exhibited paintings have recurring themes,
such as religion, his wife and muse, Gala, and his phobias
and obsessions. He was terrified of grasshoppers and
showed them in The Portrait of Paul Eluard and many
of his more graphic paintings.

Dali was quite an unusual character and believed he

Gladiators grapple
with excellent script

together. Crowe is the perfect
choice for Maximus; in few
words he is able to convey a

“The beating heart of Rome realism that goes beyond the
is not in the marble of the Senate, movie screen. As Commodus,
it’s the sand of the Colosseum,” Phoenix plays the perfect villain.
proclaims a character from Not the typical Hollywood bad
Ridley Scott’s recent epic guy. Phoenix is absolutely
release, “Gladiator.” Such detestable in a way never quite

By Katie Walker

Production Editor

statements, simple but profound, ~seen before.
are what make this movie so

Roman drama of its kind in 40 there
years. Academy Awards.

general who is beloved by the its first week.
emperor, Marcus Aurelius.

“Gladiator” is definitely a
intense. “Gladiator” is the first movie that should be
s already been talk about
Despite the

The film stars Russell Crowe “R” rating, “Gladiator” was
as Maximus, a revered Roman number one at the box office in

seen, and

The movie itself cost $103
Jealous of his father’s favor million to make, and required

towards Maximus, young Prince  thousands of extras. The main

Salvador Dali is known for his surrealistic paintings.

received messages from outer space through his
trademark handlebar mustache. Quite a few of his
paintings reflect dark and unsettling images, while others
are full of nonsensical things.

His subconscious, dreams, and life experiences are
also mirrored into many of his paintings. Dali invented
what he called the “paranoic critical method” to unlock
the mysteries of the subconscious.

“His art of the 1930’s was based on his study of Freud,
which seemed to clarify to Dali his personal fantasies
and obsessions,” said art teacher Merceda Saffron.

Dali’s art reflects the time periods in which he lived.

e

week open.

present itself as a historical

‘Gladiator’ came in number one at the box office during its first

"Gladiator” should be enough to

Premonition of Civil War and Spain symbolize how his
homeland broke itself apart. Some of his other paintings
show explosions which symbolize the Atomic Age. Some
of the most magnificent of his paintings are ones which
involve religious themes. Santiago el Grande, The
Ascension and Madonna of Port Lligat are the most
uplifting and powerful of Dali’s works because of the
emotion they show and their strong colors.

My favorite painting exhibited is Velaquez Painting
the Infanta Margairita With the Lights and Shadows of
his Own Glory. This painting shows how Dali paints with
great perspective and can create images with profound
depth.

Dali also created many impressive paintings featuring
optical illusions. In the complex painting Apparition of
Face and Fruit Dish on a Beach, a bowl of fruit resembles
aman and the beach itself transmutes into a dog in profile.
He is well-known for his double images such as in The
Metamorphosis of Narcissus. Dali also applied
photography techniques to his paintings and
experimented with holograms.

For all of his unique work and fantastic artistry, Dali
will always draw a crowd. Saffron finds reason for his
fans.

Said Saffron, “He is adored by late twentieth and
twenty-first century fans because he reflects some of the
bizarre that is prevalent.”

N hespians
o honored

WS drama students and this
spring’s musical, “Damn
Yankees,” were honored at a gala
presentation June 4 at Hayfield
High School. “Cappies”, the high
school equivalent of Broadway's
Tony Award, went to WS
students in eight categories:

* Set design: Dan York and
Catherine O’Dell.

e Orchestra: WS Orchestra.

e Ensemble in a musical:
“Damn Yankees” baseball team
members.

* Female dancer: Erin Miele.

e Actor in a comice role: Chris
Plehal, as “Applegate”.

* Female vocalist: Elizabeth
Wilcox, as “Meg”.

* Male vocalist: Chris St.

Commodus, played by Joaquin
Phoenix, tries to kill Maximus.
After a series of events, Maximus
escapes, starting a new life as a
gladiator as he swears revenge on
Commodus. As a gladiator, he
must fight for the favor of the
Roman spectators as he gains a
reputation in the ring that is great
enough to rival that of the
emperor of Rome.

The script and directing in this
film are excellent, but the acting
truly makes the whole story come

actors received training in sword-
fighting, while the extras had to
take baths in mud in order to look
as though they had just come
from battle. The movie’s filming
took place in four different
countries.

“Gladiator” combines fact
and fiction to create an intricate
plot. Many of the characters are
based on actual people, yet most
of the story-line is fictional. The
movie tries to recreate the time
period, it doesn’t attempt to

documentation.

The movie is also deeper than
many might believe. It implies
that people today are no different
than the spectators rooting for the
gladiators to kill one another in
the Colosseum two thousand
years ago. “Gladiator” reveals
humanity in all its bloodthirsty
glory.

Death, honor, suspense, and
bloodshed. And some people
have the nerve to call this a guy
movie? Maybe so, but

impress anyone. Since I first saw
the movie, I've paid particular
attention to others’ reactions to
it. Everyone has seemed to enjoy
it. While I heard one adult
discuss the symbolism, a girl
commented on the fantastic cast
and story-line. And, of course,
there was that one guy that just
couldn’t help acting out some of
the sword fighting. “It was so
cool when he went like this, and
like that, and the guys head got
chopped right off!”

Germain, as “Young Joe”.

The “Cappies” are a new high
school drama award, sponsored
by the Capitol Steps comedy
troupe and the Northern Virginia
Theatre Alliance. Twenty-three
Northern Virginia schools
participated this year.
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We perform all hair services including cuts, perms, e =
bodywaves, coloring, highlighting, and more. A Creative Memories class will teach you how to make a
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Crew sends three to junior national training
Nelson, Pavlik, Carter leave school for training camp

By Angela Fiorino
Etc. Editor

As the school year ends and everyone
prepares for finals, three members of the
WS Crew Team pack their bags and are
off to Jr. National Selection Camps;
juniors Ali Nelson, Brian Pavlik and Nate
Carter.

The fourth member of the team, Lynn
Frangipagne doesn’t get to leave school
before everyone else because she is going
to Senior Rowing Camp at the Olympic
Training Center in California.
Frangipagne goes back and forth between
first and second place in the nation and
placed third at World Championships last
year.

“I have my eyes set on 2004
[Olympics] but if T don’t make that I'1l
shoot for 2008 [Olympics],” said
Frangipagne.

The Junior National Selections camps
are located at the University of
Pennsylvania Boathouse in Philadelphia
for the boys and Seattle, Washington for
the girls. The basis for both camps is very
similar. In order to make the selection
camps the students that try out must have
the best ERG times in the nation. ERG is
an indoor rowing machine that students
test on during the winter because of the
weather. They also must get coaches
recommendations and put together a
video tape of how they row.

“Its a lot of work to put all the stuff
together to send away to the camp and I

was really excited when my coach called
and told me that I had one of the best ERG
times and I made it into the Selection
Camp,” said Nelson.

The students leave early from school
for the camps and there is one cut for the
girls and two for the guys. If the rowers

The crew teamrows towards success.

consists of lifting weights, lunch, and
sprint rowing all before dinner,

“l am very happy with the results,” said
Nelson. “Crew is lots of work, especially
in the winter when the weather is
miserable and it is really cold plus no one
is pushing you, if you want to do well you

Lauren Sheffield

Members of the team are attending a speical

training camp in order to prepare for the National and the World Championships.

make the cuts they go on to row in the
‘World Championship in Croatia. The top
fourteen rowers from both the girls and
boys camps go to the world championship.

The schedules for the day at the camps
are very tight. At the girls’ camps they
wake up and are on the water at 6 a.m.
and do lunge rows until eight or nine in
the morning. While they are on the water,
they are being coached and video taped
so they can see where they need to
improve. After they are finished with their
morning rowing they eat breakfast then
do video analyzation. The afternoon

have to keep pushing yourself.”

Carter and Pavlik will be attending the
boys Junior National Selection Camps this
summer. Carter holds the fourth best time
in the nation and Pavlik holds the twenty-
fourth.

“I just took crew up last year in order
to keep me in shape and I am really happy
with the results,” said Carter.

This is Pavlik’s last year at WS, he will
not be attending next year and he already
has a spot on the crew team in the high
school that he is going to his senior still
can do,” said Frangipagne.

Spartans get
All-Met

On May 31, The Washington Post
announced its All-Met teams for the
Spring season. The following Spar-
tans received first team honors:

Boys Soccer
Brian Carroll
(Player of the Year)

Girls Soccer
Casey McCluskey
Lauren Vanni

Baseball
Jeff Lizama

Boys Crew
Nate Carter

Girls Crew
Lynn Frangipane

-Compiled by Myles Curran
and Mike Waldron

HUNTSMAN SOUARE
7485 HUNTSMAN BLYVD.
SPRINGFIELD, v4 22183

JOSEPH M. GRUBERG, D.M.D.

Hestorative, Preventative, & Cosmetic Dentistry

PH: {703) 560-4422

RICK HART
DIRECTOR OF FACILITIES
INETRUCTOR
(g dznneay 1703 4810040 PR BI2ETI
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40034 WESTFAXDR,  23BORESEARCHCT SVSOGRAVELAVE
CHANTILAY. VA 22020 WOODGRIDGE, VA 22192 ALEXANORIA VA 22310
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Lady Spartans fall to Woodbridge 5-3

Boys team loses in regional semifinals to Woodson

By Angela Fiorino
ETC Editor

“000000000000000000
haha yeah!”

That is one of the many noises
you will hear coming from the
WS Varsity Crowd Rowlers at
the girls soccer games. The
Crowd Rowlers’ co-presidents,
senior David Carlise and junior,
Clayton Wiliams, who prefers to
be called Claytonius Selby
Williams, started the group and
they cheer at every girls’ soccer
game.

“Crowd rowling is an art, a
science, a show, a display of
heroism but very concise at the
same time,” said Williams.

The Crowd Rowlers didn’t
take their show on the road to
Richmond Saturday, but they
were present at most games
during the season, as the Lady
Spartan soccer team played to a
second-place finish in the state
AAA tournament.

After defeating Mills Godwin
in the semifinals, the Lady
Spartans lost to Woodbridge 5-3

in the final.

The Spartan finish in
Richmond capped a successful
soccer season for both the boys
and girls teams. While both
teams won the Patriot District,
the boys team lost to Woodson
2-1 in the regional semifinal

The Lady  Spartans’
“cheerleaders,” meanwhile,
consider themselves No. 1 in the
state.

“Cheering involves
innovation and repetition.
Repeating yourself eight to ten
times,” said Carlise.

The Crowd Rowlers boosted
the spirit of the girls team
throughout the season and helped
to pump them up.

“They bring instruments to
the game and their cheering is
very positive throughout the
game. It really helps because
they are so enthusiastic and it
gets our adrenaline going,” said
junior midfielder Meghan
Howie.

The road to Richmond was
not completely smooth for the

Lady Spartans. After winning the
district's and the regional
semifinal game, the girls lost to
Lake Braddock 2-0 after
previously beating the Bruins in
districts.

The Spartans were missing
four starters that night because

Baseball team’s hopes fail

Team loses,; Tugwell finishes long career

By Roberto Garcia
Prodiuction Editor

The baseball team’s
Cinderella season came to a
disappointing halt in the
regional semifinal game against
Oakton, officially ending Ron
Tugwell’s 27 year tenure as head
coach of the team.

Going into the seventh
inning of the game, WS led
Oakton 5-1. But the team gave
up four hits, three walks, and
committed a field error, giving
Oakton an improbable 6-5 win.

“I don’t know what
happened,” said junior piicher
Jake Glanzmann. “We justkind
of fell apart. Maybe it just
wasn’t meant to be.”

Despite the loss, the team
was very pleased with the
season. After having graduated
several seniors, no one expected

the team to do well. However,
they defied the odds and ended
the season with a 17-8 record.

“We surpassed all
expectations,” said Tugwell.
“We had graduated several
seniors, and we thought our
pitching staff might be weak, but
Jake Glanzmann and Jeff Lizama
both had great seasons on the
mound.”

Along with inexperience, the
team also had to deal with
difficult schedule. They
surprised some of the best teams
in the area, including Gonzaga,
Paul IV, and Chantilly. Their
biggest win however, was the
victory over Robinson in the
district tournament.

“The best part of the season
was definitely beating Robinson
not once, but twice this year,”
said Glanzmann.

The team plans to continue to

grow on the success of the
season, thanks in part to the fact
that the team will not lose as
many players to graduation. This
year, six starters were juniors, so
the team will remain mostly
unchanged.

“Last year, we lost tons of
players to graduation,” said
Tugwell. “Next year, the feam
will remain largely intact.”

As for Tugwell, baseball will
continue to be a large part of his
life. Over the summer, Tugwell
will be part of a baseball camp
for George Mason University.
Afterwards, he plans to give
private lessons for the Northern
Virginia Baseball Academy.

“As of right now, I don’t have
any long term m plans, but the
baseball camp and the private
lessons give me a chance to
continue with baseball, but with
a little more freedom of time,”

Bree Virotsko
Junior goalkeeper Cara Abbruscato blocks a shot during the
District tournament.

they were playing in an Olympic
Development Program
tournament in Texas.

However, the team still
qualified for the state tournament
by making it into the regional
finals. The team went on fo play
in the state quarterfinals in

Virginia Beach and defeated
Princess Anne High School 2-0.
Both goals in that game were
scored by junior midfielder
Meghan Ogilvie.

On June 8 and 9 the girls
traveled to Richmond to play in
the state semifinals and finals.
On Friday night they defeated
Mills Godwin 2-1. During the
game junior defender Emily
Kozak suffered from a
concussion and could not play in
the championship on Saturday.
The girls then advanced to play
Woodbridge, which had defeated
Lake Braddock in the state
semifinals. The team went down
in defeat to Woodbridge 5-3 in
the state finals. Lauren Vanni had
two goals while Ogilvie scored
one in the loss.

“It was areally emotional
game in a sense because it was
so high scoring. When you felt
like you were ahead, they would
just score again,” said assistant
coach Cathy Welch. “In the end
they knocked on our backdoor
and we didn’t knock on theirs.”

Bree Virotsko

Senior David Capizzi fields a ball at third base.

said Tugwell.

After 27 years, Tugwell has
compiled a 433-183 record, won
two state titles, and compiled
many memories. However, there
is one thing that stands out most
in his mind about WS baseball.

“I’ve had many great
moments at WS,” said Tugwell,”
But what I will remember most
about WS is the quality of the
kids that played for me, and the
immense dedication of my
assistant coaches.”

Lacrosse teams lose 1n regional tourney

By Myles Curran
Sports Editor

Seasons of disappointment for both the
boys and girls lacrosse teams ended this
year as both teams enjoyed successful
seasons.

With a team filled with seniors, includ-
ing team MVP Kyle Hoyt, the boys la-
crosse team enjoyed a 10-1 season as they
finished second in the Patriot District,
Highlights of the year included an upset
win over Oakton's respected lacrosse team
and a last second win over Jefferson dur-
ing the regular season. y

"I was taken out in the fourth quarter
so that made me angry," said sophomore
goalkeeper Kevin Park. "When we
mounted that comeback and won with a
second left, [against Jefferson] I felt it was
worth it."

The team came into Districts with high
hopes but failed to meet them as they lost

Segall-Majestic

Junior Megan Siebert saves one of many
shots while playing rival Robinson.

to Annandale in the quaterfinals, a team
they beat during the regular season 14-11,
10-4 in the semi-finals of the tournament.

Even with the early exit in Districts the
team made it to Regionals..

In the first round of regionals the team
beat rival Lake Braddock 4-3 as the game
was called with 10 minutes to go in the
fourth quarter due to weather. The Spar-
tans went on to play defending state cham-
pions Woodson. After a horrid start the
team lost 21-9.

"We had a great regular season, but we
could've done better in the playoffs," said
Park.

Even with expectations of being seri-
ous contenders for the District title, the
girls lacrosse team failed to disappoint as
they finished second in the Patriot Dis-
trict with an 8-5 record.

"We had a very potent offense, but our
defense was our strongest asset," said var-
sity lacrosse coach Brian Puhlick.

The team took on Lake Braddock in
the second round of Districts. Lake

Braddock had beaten WS 12-2 earlier in
the season in what their coach called the
"worst game he has ever seen." WS pre-
vailed in the rematch, defeating Lake
Braddock 8-7. The celebration was short
as they then lost to Robinson 9-6 in the
District finals.

"The win over Lake Braddock was our
biggest win of the season," said Puhlick,
"We came so close, [to winning Districts]
but we didn't play a full 50 minutes against
Robinson."

The team continued their woes as they
lost to Fairfax in the first round of
Regionals 10-9 in an overtime loss. The
team came back from an 8-3 second half
deficit to send the game to overtime but
couldn't quite pull it out.

"We are there, we just need to take the
next step," said Puhlick. "I expect to be
district champions next year. It's not a
goal, it is a serious expectation"
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. Quench your
summer thirst

By Emily Morris

Features Assistant

, Welcome to The Oracle’s new food feature. Since you like to eat, we’d |
. like to provide you with ideas for tasty summer snacks. Three of the four {
recipes below were tested by 30 students.

Classic Fruit Smoothie When smooth add 1-2 ice

(Add all ingredients to cubes at a time.

taste.) (54% said this was the best)
*Milk, ice, a sweetener of

preference Weight Watcher’s

(i.e. Fruit Juice or Strawberry Daiquiri

Chocolate Syrup) *2 cups Diet Mountain Dew,
*Any fruit or *2 cups frozen
two fruits strawberries
*VanillaExtract *2 thsp lime juice
Combine all in *2 tbsp lemon
blender and juice

blend *1 (3 0z.) package

(This recipe was of Jell-O

not included in Blend until

the taste test ) , smooth
(40%said this was

Orange Julius : ) the best.)

*6 0z. can of

orange juice concentrate

1 cup milk Florida Frosty

*] tsp vanilla *1 cup orange juice

] cup sugar 1/2 cup plain yogurt

*1 cup water ] banana

*12-16 ice cubes Combine in blender and

Combine everything butice  blend until smooth

cubes and blend. (6% said this was the best)

i e e e i S J

There is a bagel stuck to this wall.
more sticky than you might think.

The traveling hobos have
descended upon WS.

Cream cheese is

SPARTAN
Iyl

Sometimes lunch

isn’t all that’s
being served

during 5th period.

-Photos by Russ
Waddell

bl

Freshman Luke Short strikes a
pose. Yes, ladies, he is available.

m ..Sm: a Buropean
country and constantly ask

setup a "Valet
Parking,” sign in front of the place.

gives you his or her answer.

g2 AL i \M..o ~ Go to a national park and
say, “This place doesn’t look so
special to me.”

which side of the road you -

are supposed to drive onin h- e

the country’s language. T o Whenever

Then act like you do not ot dragged
understand when the person by your parents to go some

where you don’t want to go,

: w o Goto the

Maryland Science

Center and proclaim
_ loudly, “Who believes
 this junk anyway?”




