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Civ cancelled because of SOLsF

- By Amy Steed

News Section Assistant

American Civilization, a course that
combines eleventh grade English and US
history, will not be offered to students next
year. Ths status of this class has been
the topic of debate for years, but the
decision to end it was not made until
November. .

“There were several reasons we
decided to end the class.” said Principal
David Smith. “It is not as good a fit with
the SOL climate as it was when it was
formed, and honestly it is just hard to
teach a class of 55 to 60 students.”

American Civilization has a
curriculum that integrates English and US

_ history into one class. The course has two

teachers, meets each day, and is double
the normal class size. 2
For years the administration had

e._mm.nonnm Eo merits of the class. The
final decision to cancel the class was
handed down by Smith, Guidance Director

Eleanor Saslaw, History Chair Connie

Peduzzi and English Chair Mary Moriarty.

SOL’s were one of two majer factors
considered in the elimination of the class.
When it was first started in 1986 at WS,
there were no such tests.

In past years SOLs affected teachers
and schools, but not until this year will they
really have an affect on students. All
freshmen from this year on must pass the

tests or are forced to retake the class in .

their already tight schedule of mnwammmou
HmazmaEnuﬁ 3

The US history SOL is the Hoﬂnmﬁ
scoring test countywide. This only

.concerns ?ﬁaﬂnmu Civ because it is given
the US history test. However, no statistical

data shows Civ students scoring lower than
Ho.m&m_.. history students.

“We did not compare
American Civ SOL scores
to those of regular US
history,” said - Martha
Chandler. s
~ Because the class
follows the SOL format in -
an untraditional manner the
administration is troubled.
This in itself is ironic
because geosystems is given
the Earth Science SOL,
when that is not what the
class material covers.

American civilization
has now been a part of WS’
cirriculum for 14 years.

different options that were available.
Many other schools in the county continue

; _s_num_.m hﬂm_um_.q
While the team that cut American Civ teachers Laurie Fischer and Faye Bousel
the class is satisfied with its are disappointed with the decison to remove the class

decision, others see the from WS cirriculum.

to offer American Civ classes.
See Civ, pg. 4
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By Em:.wmm Lipman
Entertainment Editor

s

Twas the season to be jolly
and WS singing groups helped
many people around the
community do just that.

WS choral groups did a
myriad of performances for
different parts of the community
during the holiday season. The
Madrigals, directed by WS
chorus teacher Meribeth Puckett,
were one.of the most active of
the groups. They gave shows at
places ranging from Nordstrom’s
to the White House. During some
weeks m December, they were

doing a performance almost

Peer Mediation solves WS problems

Students work Smﬁwﬁ. to‘improve atmosphere
. By Katie Walker

Production Manager

_ “We get a referral and then we have a small information
gathering,” said Cohen. “We find kids available to mediate

Jenee Eilermann

N

a ' safe

fight.

Janis

making fun of them,”

When a student is having problems with a friend, WS
offers a helpful program. Peer mediation aids students
with difficulties they have with other people at school.

About 25 students act as mediators at WS, and
between them they handle a few mediations a month.

Students can request peer mediators by going to their
counselors. F@E@Em usually relate to friendships. Only
one mediation this year has been the result of a physical

_ “Students usually request mediators if they’re having
problems with a friend, with Tumors, or if Someone is
said senior Hillary Palmer.

Psychologist Janis Johnson and Counselor Beth Cohen

sponsor the peer mediators.

Choral groups spread holiday cheer to area

every night.

“The holidays are the busiest
time of year for us,”
Elizabeth Wilcox. “But it’s really
fun. That’s one of the main draws

_of Madrigals.”

One of the season highlights

for the Madrigals was a show at
‘the National Cathedral in DC.-

“That was so awesome. It was
the most beautiful thing I've

 heard,” said junior Katie Kovar.

“I would love to do that again.”

Another WS musical group,
Personality, a singing .and
dancing performance group, did
their annual Breakfast with Santa

" show for the children of the

community in December. They

,Q_ﬁ T T
COMML

said senior -

performed a medley of Disney

songs while dressed as the
Disney characters. :

“They’re [the kids] so cute,”
said junior Rebecca Weiner.
“They really do think that you’re
the Disney character. They ask
for your autograph.”

After the show, performers
talked to the kids who have Mr.
and Mrs. Claus waiting for them
along with breakfast in the
school cafeteria.

“We’'re the real thing to
them,” said senior Boone

. Clayton. “They’re really excited

about it; and it Bmwm\m us excited
t0o.”
Pizazz, WS's m,zsmEm show

- too, singing carols at

during a time that is good for all the parties involved.” .

The job of the mediators is to help students come up
with ideas on how to resolve the problem. L
~ “The mediators act more as facilitators,” said Johnson.
“They provide a safe environment where people feel
comfortable talking about the issues. They don’t take sides,
they just help to generate ideas.”

“Peer mediation is sometimes offered as an alternative to

punishment so students can work through problems.

“Sometimes counselors offer peer mediation as an
alternative to suspension.” said Johnson. “We prefer the
students to request the mediations because they really want
to do it, not just so they don’t get suspended. Peer
Bm&mﬂonm only work if _uoE mamm really try to work things
ou

choir, performed at
several holiday shows

Tetirement communities
in the area. Additionally,
all the choral groups,
including Spartan Cheir,
Men’s Chorus, Women'’s
Select, . Pizazz,
Personality and
Madrigals, did a holiday
concert at school
December 3. 3
“The number one
thing is the commitment Donna Covey
that these students have Choral members enthusiastically
to the programs and their perform at a local event.
community,” said Puckett, “They bring a lot of joy to the
director of all WS choral groups.  community.”






















By Theresa Rupp
Managing Editor

The kids m_.os:mm cm in the m st
century are missing out on a lot—slap
bracelets, My Little Ponies, roller skates,
Transformers, the list could go on.
Arguably, no other decade produced as
many cool toys as the *80s. You needed
to have something to play with while
wearing your Gitano tight jeans and
slouch socks, right? The toys we played
with as kids were as fun as the crazy
stuff we wore.

Remember slap bracelets? This
unisex (yes, I saw guys wearing them)
accessory was actually a piece of
venetian blind covered in neon-colored
fabric. I had about 10 different ones and
wore them all the time..that is until the
big lawsuit came out (slap bracelets can
easily poke your eye out, as one kid
discovered) and my mom made me
throw them all away.

For the guys, Transformers were Em
big thing. I remember watching
hundreds of commercials showing those
big plastic robots that turned into a jet
or an animal at the push of a button. Hey,
two toys in one, you can’t beat that.

Roller skating, too, has sadly gone
“out.” Who needs Roller Blades with all
that safety equipment when you can just
tie up your roller skates and stop safely
with the big rubber “brake” on the toe?

And no "80s EE..QE\ party would be

Ann M. mMartin’s 9reat

By Amy Whipple
Oracle Editor

A few weeks ago, I was shopping for
my little sister’s Christmas present and
T found something that brought back
about a thousand memories: The Baby-
sitters Club. :

My little sister has been reading these
for several months now, so I figured a
few books would make a nice gift. I was
racking my brain for the ones we already
have when I saw that the club disbanded
in November 2000. I bought the last
book for myself, figuring if T own the
first, I might as well have the last.

It has come to my understanding that
these books are not as popular now as
they were in the *80s. The series, started
by Ann M. Martin in 1985, didn’t enter
my life until T was 6 years old. By that
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complete without a trip to the roller
skating rink. Nothing says fun like a
good old fashioned dance of “hokey
pokey” in the middle of the rink...you

might even win a free hot dog at the

concession stand!

Barbies and My Little Ponies, as well
as My Buddy and Kid Sister, have also
become less popular today. Too bad I
had about 30 Barbies and 50 My Little

' Ponies when I was younger. The Barbie

ice cream parlor and dream house that I

-played with for hours at a time are now

unused and the pony nursery and corral
have been abandoned for years.

So what are kids playing with now?
Cabbage Patch Kids? Nope. Power
Wheels (now you’re driving for _,nm_:%
Nope. Play-doh? Nope.

Today it’s all Pokemon and Beanie
Babies. And don’t forget the computer
games. | didn’t even know what a
computer was until I was 9. Now, 3-year-
olds are playing “Blue’s Clues’ games
on the home computer.

So what has happened to the Family
Double Dare home game, the Simon
(high-tech electronic color test of
memory), or the Where’s Waldo books?
Well at my house, they are all just sitting
on a shelf getting dusty in a closet. Oh
sorry, but i have to go now...Pokemon

- is on TV and I have to finish my Harry

Potter book by tomorrow. Please,
priorities today, people..

time. book #41, “Mary Anne vs. Logan”
was new and HBO had started a TV se-
ries based on the books. I thought this
was the be-all, end-all of books. I guess
there is something more exotic about
Harry Potter than there is about seven
girls who-babysit all the time.

But still, what could be better? I
know countless people, me included,
who thought that they, too, could have a
babysitters club of their own. What a

moneymaker! The thing is that it doesn’t -

work that way in real life, especially
since Springfield is nothing like
Stoneybrook.

Even if my club never got anywhere
besides my mind, I'm still impressed
that an original four-part series mush-
roomed into 213 books, an actual movie
theater movie, a game, a fan club, and
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“New Kids on the Block.
I had a Jordan Knight
Barbie Doll.”

—Melissa Lattomus,11

Parachute pa
were the gre:
in the world
—Tyler Chri
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Gl Joes were not only characters that we

watched on TV, but they were also
traditional toys of our youth.

idea...and then some
W@BoB_uoEsm the original wm_u% sitters Club

has been translated into 19 different _ET
guages.

I'll never understand why a bunch 0m
parents would let their 13-year-old
daughters go to Europe, California, the

_ beach, and who knows where else alone.

I'm not really sure why I feel a litile
empty inside when I found out that
Mallory went off to boarding school and
Dawn moved back to California for
good. And I would like to deny that I
ever wanted to dress like Claudia, but
that’s another story altogether.
There’s something about the *80s
encapsulated in books like The Baby-
sitters Club. There’s so much innocence
and creativity among the four girls in
the original books that just makes me
want to wear my hot pink Spandex. OK,
not quite, but still didn’t like in

“Alvin and the Chipmunks
because they could surf in
the bathtub.”

— Courtney Uram, 10

Stoneybrook seem perfect? They didn't
even have “real life” issues until much
later in the series. Even those had the
sugary sweet everything-works-out-in-
the-end plot. Isn’t life so much better
when things work out that way?

The books may be long gone from
my life, but there’s still that little piece
of my heart that remembers when my
life used to have those same sugar-
coated endings.

Since I'm sure none of you plans on
going out and reading the last book, the
club dwindles back to its four original
members, and, yes, they are finally get-
ting out of the eighth grade. Only with
the end of their middle school days
means the end of the most popular club
to ever hit the *80s. But it’s one club that
we all could be a member.

“Jem from ‘J
Holograms’ t
could change
to a rock star.
— Maggie M

Bree Virostko
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“‘The Breakfast Club’ and

itest invention
of pants.”
stensen, 10
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Cruise.”
—Allison Kopkau
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By Angela Fiorino
ETC. Editor Fo ts

‘We all watched them when
we were young but most of us
don’t like to admit that we
dressed up like the characters,
had their lunch boxes, religiously
watched the shows every
Saturday morning, and knew
every word to the theme songs
but we all did.

There were lots of cartoons
that we watched when we were
kids and they have stuck with our
generation all through high
school. Some classes at WS have
even chosen some of these
characters as their mascots.

The juniors have Scooby Doo
and the seniors have Space
Ghost, two of the popular cartoon
characters that were famous
when we were young. We all
remember Alvin and the
Chipmunks, Rainbow Bright,
Inspector Gadget, Ninja Turtles,
Thundercats, The Smurfs, and of
course “Sesame Street.”

“I watched David the Gnome

, staff

‘Sixteen Candles’

23

a super actress.

E

morning tavorite.s

everyday and Nickelodeon was

2

my favorite channel,
Jocelyn Reed.
fox just like Swift.

These cartoons were what
spiced up our childhood days and
we had them to look forward to
on those Saturday mornings
when mom was still asleep or
when we had nothing better to
do. :

We liked to pretend we were
Inspector Gadget, Superman or
any of the other superheroes
from these cartoons. We played

said junior
“I used to want a

27

~ with our dogs or dressed up our

dolls and pretended to save the
world,

“I used to be a hard core ‘X-
Men’ fan and T used to pretend

" like I was Jean Grey,” said

sophomore Heather Strobel.

~ We all remember the days
when all we had to worry about
was what kind of snack mom was
going to give us while we
watched the Saturday morning
lineup. Those days were fun and
unfortunately now we have more
important things to worry about

~Spiderman and other cartoons al

Bree Virostko

like when our homework is due
or when we will be able fo study
for those tests and rarely is there |
any time to watch our good old |
cartoons.

“I am still infatuated with
cartoons and I watch a lot of the
Japanese cartoons such as
Evangelion,” said sophomore
Ivan Collich. :

It 1s still fun to kick back,
relax and take a peek back on our
childhood. Whether or not we
still watch these cartoons at least
we will have them to always look -
back on and help us remember
how much fun our childhood
was. Even though most of us
can’t find time to watch these
shows anymore, a lot of
teenagers still have a lot of the
memorabilia from these shows
like the dolls, the “Tickle-me-
Elmos” or the posters.

“I still have a collection of
smurfs in my locker and [ have a
lot of the action figures from

home,” said junior Ryan Nichols.

“Toys are fun. .

I think Molly Ringwald is

— Rachael NE@ESF 12

HOw

By Jenny Askin
Production Editor
In the olden days, you know the
'90s television was chock full of
television that entertained us. During
the early to mid 90s “TGIF”, “Full
House”, and “The Teenage Mutant Ninja
Turtles” were the “coolest” shows to
watch. This time period was when TV
was not full of violence, sex and drugs.
*When I was younger, TV was more
positive, I loved watching the cartoon
‘Transformers’,” said senior Cara
Abbruscato. ;
A show on the ABC network featured
a fun-loving family from a town in San
Francisco, who always found a way to
make us laugh. The Tanner family,
complete with their golden retriever
Comet were the stars of primetime
television’s “Full House”. Many of the
female WS students had a thing for the
hearthrob of the show; Uncle Jesse.
“I used to have the biggest crush on
“Jesse, I thought he was so cute,” said
Junior Marisa Nomi.

m and the
ecause she
from normal

22
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Michelle Tanner, played by Mary Kate and Ashley Olson, eats spaghetii.

Thinking of memories, laughter, and good times of a

“Full House” was a favorite show of many in the early '90s.

The show’s series finale aired in
1995, leaving fans of the show upset and
stunned. Some of the stars of the hit
show have continued their television
career, for example actor John Stamos’

television movie “How to Marry a,

Billionaire” aired a few weeks ago. Also,

% .ﬁ .
“I would like to be Bert
from ‘Sesame Street’

‘because he dances like a-

pigeon.”
—Emily Allen, 9

DJ aka Candace Cameron is now
married to a professional hockey player
and isa mom.

Television was a big influence in
growing up. We were hooked to other
shows like “Punky Brewster”, “My
Little Pony,” and the “Smurfs.”

Bree Virostko

Will Freakley,

rude! Cut it out! Have merCy! OwsCream?

nm‘ )
ull House

“The hit TV show ‘“Punky Brewster”
was about the life -of Punky, an
adventurous girl with a wacky wardrobe,
she was famous for her “pony tail”
hairdo. :

“l grew up i.mﬁn_._wnm “Punky
Brewster”, when I was in elementary
school T would come home and turn it
on as soon as I walked through the door,”
said junior Danielle Glanzmann.

The show the “Fresh Prince of Bel
Air,” was an instant hit when it debuted
in the early ’90s. The crazy antics of
main character Will Smith instantly made
him a star. His constant criticism of his
cousin Carlton made all of us laugh at
his wittiness.

Today, television has gone through a
transformation, some think for the worst.
With the flood of reality based shows,
just like our childhood it seems as though
the family oriented shows of the *80s and
"90s has faded away.

“Unfortunately, there is a lot more
violence on TV now because our society
is changing and is going down hill,” said
Jjunior Jon Kunzman.

“The Thundercats were
the best. Thundercats,
Thundercats, hoooo!”
— Mark Borcherding &
12





















Laurie Fischer poses in front of the Philadelphia Museum of Art.

Learning extends beyond the classroom

By Angela Fiorino
ETC. Editor

Every year the American Civilization
classes take a trip to historical Philadel-
phia to take a peek at America’s past.

: This year, two charter busses packed
full of juniors accompanied by Civ teach-
ers, Faye Bousel and Laurie Fischer along
with several chaperones, rolled out of WS
on the moming of November 17 headed
towards America’s first capital. :

After arriving at a visitor’s center -and

_becoming familiar with our ground, the
classes split up into several different
groups.

Each group was led by a tour guide

dressed up as a figure from the past .
These guides mapped out the heart of the
city where all the historical sites were,
stopping us at all the significant places.

Such places consisted of one of America’s
first printing stores, the booths where the
guards would sit at night while they
watched over the town, old buildings
where important meetings took place, the
actual house where the Continental Con-
gress met which made decisions that
made America what it is today.

We also visited the Liberty Bell right
before we stopped for a lunch of Philly
cheesesteaks at the Borse, a large office
building with a miniature mall and food
court on the bottom floors. After lunch
we stopped at the Rodin museum and vis-
ited his sculptures and then finished our
day with the best part of all, The Phila-
delphia Museum of Art. g

“The art museum was definitely my
favorite part,” said junior Katelyn
Murdock. “The whole trip was great. It
was really worth going.”

Top 10

i New Year’s Resolutions of 2001

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
. Boys Bball @ 12 13
Hayfield-4, 5:45, 7:30 ;
s Qm_._,,_m Bball v Wrestling-Stafford
Haghedti5. 45 J50. | Pials@ Sationd
7 16 17 ‘ 18 19 2 20
No School Boys Bball v. No School Fn_.ooH Track @
Martin Luth TC-4:30, 6, 7:45 I 4 Episcopal-7:30
L e IV Wrestling @ Girls Bball @ Reguaon Inaguaration
King Jr. Day . Chantilly 5 TC-4:30, 6, 7:45 Holiday Congrats Shrub!
, 22 23 24 25 26 A
Community of Caring- Boys Bball @ o T @ Track VA Tech Invit.
Spartan Hall W Pot-4, 5:45, 7:30 FO%%MNMM_M 5 . Var wrestling @
. : oudae =
Guitar Clubr Girls Bball v. | : Guitar Coffee House Swim/Dive @ Langley-1
Candy Sale W Pot-4, 5:45,7:30 | Nurse Appreciation Day 3:30-8:30 Mt. Vernon-6:30 SATs (not at WS)
29 30| Wrestlingv. 3] February 1| BoysBbal@ 2 3
] : Rob.-6, 7:30 - Ann.-4:30, 5:45, 7 Swim/Dive Patriot
Teacher Workdays DECA district : _Girls Bball v. Dist @ Lee Dist.
No .W.H.NAQQN competition @ Ann.-4:30, 5:45,7 IV Wresting @
Canada Ski Trip Ends Springfield Mall Virginia Litteracy Testing W Pot-9
‘ : : 2 3
4 S Boys Bball v. 6 4 Wrestling Patriot Dist.
Hayfield-4, 5:45, 7:30 (Var)-4
Valetines Loligrams Girls Bball @ Boys Dive Regionals @| Girls Dive Regionals @| Regjonal Swim @
Class of 2002 Hayfield-4, 5:45, 7:30 Oak Marr Oak Marr Oak Marr




