At WS,

Aiken’s

af omgms too

By Roberto Garcia
Oracle Editor

Nearly 600 freshmen walked through
the doors of WS for the first time on
September 4. Along with them was a
slightly older, more experienced
freshman. :

Her name is Brenda Aiken, and she’s
WS’s newest Assistant Principal. In
charge of the class of 2005, Aiken is
replacing Dr. Bart Kramer, who left WS

biology m_.oE _uoa:m:d University.
During the next 15 years, she taught
biology in South Carolina, Maryland and
more recently at Annandale High School.

.There she assumed a leadership
position among her fellow teachers,
serving as the school’s director of the
International General Certificate of
Secondary Education (IGCSE),
program similar to Advanced Placement
or International Baccalaureate, but for
freshmen and sophomores.
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bmm_mﬁm_.; Principal m_.m_._am Aiken talks with senior Allison m<m_.m during the first

week of school.
that of Principal David Smith. -

“I had heard from several sources that °

Dr. Smith was an excellent person to train
under,” said Aiken. “Plus the staff seems

“It’s a wonderful opportunity for me to
get to work with so many different types
of students.”

According to Aiken, she has a genuine

after four years to pursue a career as a
police officer.

“We were sad to see Dr. Kramer go,
but we're glad to have Mrs. Aiken on
board with us,” said senior administrator
Joan Galdi. i

Aiken, originally from the Bronx,
New. York, got her Bachelor’s degree in
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Parking on school grounds is one senior privilege.

Seniors take time

to leave early

By Jen Berne
Weekend Editor

After having to deal with shuffling through crowded
hallways on afternoons for three years, members of the
Class of 2002 will now -get to leave three minutes early
from their last period class on Friday afternoons.

This is only one of this year’s senior class privileges.
Among the others are parking on school grounds and a

three minute early dismissal from classes and assemblies. .

Last spring, senior Lucy Hutchinson took the initiative
and researched all reasonable senior privileges. She then

compiled a list that she thought Principal David Smith -

would consider.

“Many of us had the idea to approach Dr. Smith and
ask him for senior privileges,” said Hutchinson. “I'simply
took the responsibility to make it all happen.”

‘Senior class sponsors Ann Lam and Liz Graf helped
Hutchinson. They put together a list of other ideas and
asked Smith to consider if these privileges, which have
been enacted at other local high schools, would be
appropriate for the seniors at WS.

“I think what impressed Dr. Smith was how well-
researched and how well-prepared our approach to him

~was,” said Graf.

‘With organization and successful tactics, the Class of
2002 was able to acquire these selected privileges.

“It’s nice to have the advantages that come with being
a senior,” said senior Chris Wood. “It’s really nice
because last year’s seniors didn’t have any privileges.”

The seniors will be able to retain their new privileges
if they behave properly and respect them.

“T’ve always found myself to be in a
lead position among teachers,
Aiken. “Becoming an administrator just

- seemed like the next logical step.”
~ After deciding to become an
administrator, Aiken began doing
research on local schools and was
impressed by WS’s reputation, as well as

said  has a stable population,

scores are outstanding.”

to be very solid and grounded, the school
and its SOL

Another aspect of WS that was of

_interest for Aiken was the difference in
demographics at Annandale and WS.

“The types of cultures you see at these

two schools vary immensely,” said Aiken.

desire to help students realize their
potential in order to achieve their goals.
Furthermore, she believes that because
she’s new to WS she will be able to relate
to her freshmen class.

“We're all new guys on the team,” said
Aiken. “Hopefully we’ll be able to grow
and learn together”

Parents gain online access

By Erika Kim

Inside Story Editor

This is the first year that access to the FCPS
ParentCONNECTxp web site will be available to the

parents of WS students. This application allows parents

to view their child’s school information via the internet.

“I think it’s a good idea because parents can get help
for their kids if they find that they are having trouble,”
said sophomore Hilary Heincer.

Once registered, the web site allows parents to view
their child’s attendance, class schedule, course history,
prior quarter grades, and demographic information.

A parent can also be notified of a child’s tardy .or
unexcused absence from class.The website has the
capability to send an alert to the parent's e-mail account
if the parent chooses.

“I guess for the parents it’s good so they keep up with
how we're doing, but I don’t think it’s fair for the
students,” said junior Lydia Jo.

To gain access to a child’s information, the parent
must first register and apply for an account at http://

Students’ grades, attendance and more now available via the nternet

parent.fcps.edu. They must fill out the parent information
and the student information on the form and submit it.
Account password and information will then be sent to
the school and will be ready for pick up with valid photo
identification seven days after registration.

Parents will not have to come to school for their child’s
grades, attendance, or schedule. They can have immediate
access to it at home.

“It’s great. It reduces the paper load, eliminates the
margin for errors, and provides immediate information
access,’ said Susan Latour, the School Based Hmo::o_omu_
Specialist.“It will increase communication.”

WS is one of two schools to use this kind of technology
in Fairfax County. In order for WS to gain access to the
new technology, the school had to make sure that the
computers were up-to-date. Besides WS, only Herndon
High School is using ParentCON-NECTxp this school
year, but soon all county schools will have access.

“It’s a good thing that communication is expanding
said junior Mai Khahn Nguyen. “But it’s not really going
to work unless the parents use the system actively.”






















10. Assure them that if they are loud and obnoxious the juniors and seniors

will notice them and be pulled toward their personality.

day.

9. Tell them that the seniors at senior rail like talking to freshmen.
8. Insist that block scheduling is every other week and not every oﬁjmq .

7. Run down freshman hall with a permanent marker and mark their

foreheads with an

:.m. 7

6. Convince them that WS has an open campus and that they have
plenty of time to walk to Subway and back.

5. Go
you knock more

“Freshmen Bowling

over.

with some friends. Aim for the big groups,

4. Tell them that on game days, they have to hit any football _o_mu\ma
they see to get them pumped up for the big game.
3. Tell them that every Friday’s spirit day is an 80’s ﬁ:mam

m Sell them tickets to the “Freshmen Fall Dance.”
: _4:& room is on the 3rd floor by the _ooo_.=
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—Compiled by Emily Morris

|

Oj

Lse z;f

ber;

Monday

Friday

10 11] 12 , 13 4 16
**Girls Field Hockey and Golf vs. West Pot @ |pep) i vs. West Pot 4 3
Volleyball timds are listed: 4V | Tennis @ Hayfield 4 | _Belle Haven i (LB
then Varsity Field Hockey vs. i Nissan
Annandale 4/5:15 Cntrvl. 7:30
I 18 19 20 B2 22 23
, : Field Hockey @ [Janeane Garofalo @ | Smash
3 Doors Down @ Volleyball @ Lk Brdk 6:15/7:30 | Warner Theater | Mouth @
930 Club Amnandale 6/7:30 | = ry/ErRoothall @ VFootball@ | 930 Club
" Annandale 6/7:30 Oakton 7:30
24 25 26 . 27 28 v 29 30
Volleyball @ Volleyball @ TC VFootball @ FrFootball | Long Beach
mmu\mmwa 5:30/7 5:30/7 LkBrd 7:30 o Dub
Field Hockey vs | CC@ West Pot 4:30 Weezer @ Cﬁw._&ﬂ " | Allsars @
TC 5:45/4:30 _ ; > Patriot Center 9/11:45 930 Club
October 1 2 FrFootball @ TC 3 Field Hockey @ 4 | 5 m‘ o 7
Volleyball vs. 4:45 Robinson 6:15/7:30 | VFootball vs. TC Jane’s Adidiction
West Pot 5:30/7 | Candidate Forum @ | jvFootball @TC H.mo & Live @ Nissan
: - 7:30 4:45
3| 9 10 | 12 15 14
| Volleyball vs. VEootball vs
Volleyball @ Field Hockey vs. Annandale 5:30/7 Robifison 730
LkBrdk 5:30/7 | WestPot4/5:15 | JV/FrFootball @ a
_ . Robinson 6/7:30 Sum 41 @ 930 Club :




