Students get two
more days to play

By Ruchika Malhotra

& Priyanka Tandon
Oracle Staff Writers -

Two unused snow days will be put to
work. On April 11 the Fairfax County
School Board (FCPS) voted to amend the
school calender by ending two days earlier.

“I think its great. I'm sorry they can’t

significant teacher raises.

“If we can’t provide more financial
compensation for them, we need to look
for alternative ways to let them know they

are appreciated,” said Domenech.
Teachers recognize this effort and

commend it.

“I think it’s a great way to improve

teacher morale,” said history teacher
Margaret Mey.

Tasha Rimm

give teachers the raise they deserve,” said
Principal David Smith. :
Exam schedules are adjusted so senior  the change.

exams start on June 6 and end June 11. “T would

Some at WS have mixed feelings about

ve liked a couple extra days
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FCPS siudents and teachers will be getting out of school two days early this year.

“I"m really excited,” said junior Matt Board voted Thursday night to give the

Underclassmen exams are from the 10-13.  added to spring break,” said counselor Ash. “I was cheering for this positive  days back to the students. Senior exams at

FCPS superintendent Daniel Kristin Hiemstra.
Many students are thrilled that the about it.
The Fairfax County Public School graduation on June 17.

Domenech proposed this plan in February

because he was unable to provide school year is ending earlier.

By Melissa Lipman

& Laura Robinson
Oracle Staff Writers

Two weeks ago 18 members of the WS boys soccer
team spent the first and second games on the bench rather
than on the field—and not because they played poorly.
Eleven members of the girls’ team did the same.

Twenty-nine soccer players from both teams received
one and two-game suspensions after police broke up a
Spring Break party. Some players were drinking, and when
police arrived, they took down the names of the soccer
players, four WS boys lacrosse players, one man over
age 21, some Lee and Robinson high school students and
several WS graduates over the age of 21.

Although the party-goers were not arrested, the
administration punished them anyway. Athletes caught
drinking received two-game suspensions, while non-
drinkers got one-game suspensions. All must do 10 hours
of community service. Boys soccer coach Randy May,
girls coach John Kenney, Student Activities Director Tod
Chapell and Principal David Smith gave the punishment.

“There is an expectation that those who are involved
in extracurriculars will conduct themselves in ways that
don’t have potential to be harmful,” said Smith.

All WS athletes must sign the Extracurricular

3

outcome and so now I
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Players benched after Sprin

Katie Rice
Freshman Juan Manuel Gomez Pabon got to start for the
varsity because his teamates were benched.

Participation Policy, which outlines the consequences for
violating the FCPS alcohol and illegal drugs policy.

“[The form] isn’t quite as precise as the SR&R, but
there are some places where there is a range of response,”
said Smith.

Smith cited several reasons the punishments were not
harsher. The police filed no charges, released all students
to their parents and broke up the party early in the evening.

Non-drinkers at the party were also punished. Smith
and May thought that simply being there showed a lack
of understanding of responsibility and leadership.

m really a happy. WS will be moved up, allowing the Class

of 2002 a couple of free days before

Break party

“Once they saw what was going on they should have
shown the presence of mind to get up and leave. Nobody
showed the leadership to say, ‘Maybe we shouldn’t be
doing this,”” said Smith.

One result of the punishments was that several players
who normally ride the bench were able to play in the soccer
season openers, and in the following game.

Many players now think the party wasn’t worth it.

“I regret-the stuff we had to go through; it was hard.
But we're all closer and we’ve grown from it,” said senior
Emily Baskin.

Many teachers have commended the punishment of
the students. “It meant more to teach these kids a lesson
than to win a few games,” said government teacher John
MeMenamin, a former coach.

Other coaches hope to prevent similar situations among
their players. “T talk to the players about making good
decisions and hope that they do that,” said baseball coach
Ken Munoz. “If they don’t do that, they know the
consequences will be severe.”

May and Smith anticipate that these punishments will
teach the students a lesson.

“T hope there are long-term gains about understanding
leadership and responsibility,” said May. “The kids have
a lot of expectations in themselves. I believe in [their]
character.”
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00 on a cake walk? Follow the numbers...

Amy Brown
Scoit Lawler hates women and he thinks Leigh Johnson can’t cut the cake
herself, so he insists on helping her along with the process. Other
Yearbookies, Sam Jung and Monique Patwary look on as the two seemingly
cut their “wedding cake.” We really have no idea why the yearbook staff
was allowed to have a party with a chocolate cake but whatever, we're not
bitter, we’re funnier. :

Amy Brown
Leigh must think that there's strategy in touching the chocolate cake with

only one finger, like it will lower the chance of getting germs on it. Appar-
ently, Scott thinks that Leigh needs help getting the piece of cake on to the
plate. Fortunately for them, the photographer didn’t caich Scott dropping
the cake onto the floor, but they ate it anyway, it’s the same piece that Scott
is wolfing down in picture number 4.

Amy Brown
This is where Scott makes sure that Leigh gets every little last crumb that
went with her piece of cake. It looks like she leit a lititle behind when she
dished out the portion. Maybe it was because she was so concerned with
using only one finger that a few crumbs got lost in the transport.

Scott is really concentirating on
eating his piece of cake. If you
look closely, you'll notice that
right behind him, there is a huge
yearbookie brawl, but those in-
volved with the cake, fail to no-
tice. Even thought Scoti seems
to be enjoying the luscious
chocolate, he is clearly forcing
his mouthful into his left cheek
‘like a chipmunk. I'm sure the
pastry chef who baked this mas-
terpiece would be very offended
if he got they got their hands on

this picture. Once again, Leigh _

thinks it is important to touch the
cake with only one finger in or-
der to avoid those germs. To the
left, Sam reaches his arm in to
“get a piece.” Leigh looks like
she’s helping him.

Once again, Scott and Leigh are
pretending that this is their wed-
ding cake, except their arms
aren’t locked. It kind of looks like
Leigh is crying, rather than
laughing. Maybe Scott is being
evil and is really demonstrating
how much he hates women.
Leigh sure does look like she is
getting the cake forced into her
mouth unwillingly. Hopefully the
<cake was soft so she didn’‘t get
any inner-cheek damage during

" this cruel and highly unusual

punishment. She’s about to
bring her arm up to stop him but
her fist is clenching a napkin so
that probably won't help.

Just more proof that Leigh re-
ally doesn’t want to get her
hands on that cake. What could
possibly be on Leigh’s hands
that makes her so worried with
getting germs onto a cake?
Whatever it is, she is so con-
cerned with transferring germs
onto that beautiful fluff of a cake
that she uses the plate to feed
herself. It would be a major bum-
mer if she wasn’t paying aiten-
tion and she accidentally bit the
styrofoam instead of the cake.
Maybe she wouldn’t have no-
ticed the difference. Notice to
the left another Yearbookie is
sticking their hand into a bag
full of popcorn. What is this?
They really are a.bunch of pigs.

Well it took Leigh a real long time
before she realized that the cake
was crampin’ her style, or
crampin’ her taste buds for that
matter. The latter is more correct,
judging by the look on her face.
It looks more like the cake is
crampin’ the style of Scott. He
must have gotten it on his pants
or something. What is he look-
ing at? Poor Leigh, | hope the
baker doesn’t see this picture.
It's quite offensive. | guess when
she was getting it stuffed into her
mouth by Scott, she couldn’t re-
ally taste it, she probably was in
a state of shock. Well so much
for the yearbookies party with

the cake. They had their cake but.

| don’t think they liked eating it
too.

—Photo essay and captions compiled by Ang Fiorino
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