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Faculty foils WS plagiarism problems

By Nayna Gupta
Viewpoint Editor

his English 12 classes that he was going to
use a county website to check their
research papers for plagiarism, more than
half of his students chose to redo their
papers.

“T would have received a C+ on the
paper, but I got a D because I took an extra
day to go back and document all my
sources,” said senior Jamie Langley. “But
that was better than getting a zero.”

Although, like Langley, most students
re-documented or rewrote their papers,
four students still received zeros on their
content grade for plagiarizing.

“I know a Iot of people who, cut and
pasted from the internet, and some people
even bought papers off certain websites,”
said Kat Kehler.
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By Lauren Decot
Mananging Editor

A lot of my friends look at me cross-eyed when I tell
them I can’t hang out after school because I have an
Envirothon meeting to go to.

“What’s Envirothon?” They always ask, perplexed.

So I give this long spiel explaining that Envirothon is

COMMENTARY

an environmental competition in which teams compete
against each other in the form of written tests and an oral
presentation. I got involved with Envirothon through
volunteering at Hidden Pond Nature Center.

But their eyes are still crossed. Well, not literally, but
anyway, the point is i that m students have never heard of
Envirothon.

On Thursday, April 25, our team competed at the
Regional Competition held at Crockett Park near
Warrenton, Virginia. There are five members on the team,

websites and other sources verbatim, most  of students plagiarize their papers, whether
did not even realize that they were it’s intentional or unintentional,” said

Martin. “Before they go to college,

“It’s common knowledge that over 50%  students need to understand that plagiarism

can be more than copying word for word.”

In checking for plagiarism, Martin first
scanned the papers he received for any
paragraphs or language that didn’t sound
original. Then, in addition to checking the
sources listed on the students’ works cited
page, Martin used different websites to
match sources with plagiarized papers.

“Grading papers is already time-
consuming,” said Martin. “Looking for
signs of Em%mima is even more QE@;
intensive.”

Some English teachers think that
seniors, restless to graduate and overloaded
with the college application process, are
more likely to take the easy-way-out by
Jenn Siomacco plagiarizing. Tenth grade English and

The internet has opened up a whole new avenue for WS students to plagiarize papers  Advanced Composition teacher Judy
From an early grade level, students are ~ and other class mmm_uzamim. _

See —#:&QHPEES wmmw L

w

< Maggie Atteberry

Senior class vice _o...mm_nm! Kat Kehler and senior class treasurer
Trey Jordan separate the various forms of _.:o_._m< that _:m o_mmmam

m:SSN&os team advances to states

and four of them go to WS. Besides myself, the other
three members are senior Laurie Strobridge and juniors
Scott Darwin and Kelly Hogan. We take written tests in
five different areas: Wildlife, Aquatics, Forestry, Soils
and Invasive Species.

Ourteam placed third at the competition, HomEm only
to teams from Prince William and Culpeper. However,
personally, I wasn’t that disappointed because down in
southern Virginia, Envirothon is almost considered a
religion. Those teams meet practically every day to study,
while we meet only once a week.

We began the competition with our oral presentation
on Introduced Species. The presentation was quite
amuging, but we received a few raised eyebrows,
especially when Scott fell down after I accidently hit him
in the head with a ceramic pot of multiflora rose. After
the presentation, we took the five written tests. After all
was said and done, we advanced to the State competition.

Some students still don’t understand why I like being
a member of the Northern Virginia Envirothon team, but
I think Scott provides a good answer when he said, “I
like being a tree hugger.”






“The US army has trained its soldiers extensively about
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Card

By Mike Araj

Business/Systems Editor

With endless possiblities of games from Poker to Black
Jack and Spades to Hearts, many WS students enjoy
playing a variety of card games.

“[The reason] is simple. You can take them anywhere
and there are so many games,” said junior Sean Branigan.

While students do prefer card games because they lack
the bulk and extraneous pieces of board games,there are
many other reasons why WS students choose cards over
other games.

“They’re [cards] more versatile,
Rogers. “There’s no-set up and no set rules.

One of the most popular games is Black Jack, where
the object of the game is to get a set of cards whose values
that add up to 21 without going over. Number cards are
worth their values, aces can be worth either one or 11 and
face cards add 10 points to the stack. Some students like
this game because of their skill with it.

“Black Jack [is my favorite] because it makes me lots
of money,” said junior JD Taylor.

But aside from the many money making possibilities,
most students just enjoy the game’s simplicity since all
one needs to play is a deck of cards and elementary math
skills.
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said senior Eve
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lunch playing card games like Spades and Speed.

“I am good at it [Black Jack], and it’s the easiest to
play,” said Branigan.

Other games that students enjoy include Hearts and
Speed. In Speed, two players try to get rid of three piles
of cards by placing them in descending or ascending order

. Maggie Atteberry
Junior Emily Petty and sophomore Emily Allen pass their time during
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sharks go on a frenzy at WS

A deck of cards and some friends provide for endless hours of fun

|| in a pile in the middle.

“You get to go crazy, and it [Speed] gets
out of hand,” said senior Allison Byers.

Many students have had many memorable
experiences with either friends or families
while playing cards, which adds a sentimental
side to the many card games.

“[When I was] playing after a track meet
[was memorable because] it was just with
friends,” said Branigan. “It was fun.”

There’s a big difference between the
experience of playing Black Jack in a casino,
or in a living room, and so some students
believe location and atmosphere are factors
that affect the game play.

“It [cards] is better when it’s louder,” said
Branigan.

While there are many card games that
students enjoy, some are not nearly as popular

_among the people at WS.
“Poker [is my least favorite game] because I always

lose,” said Branigan. .

Others dislike some games because of the amount of
time it takes to play. ;

“War [is my least favorite game] because it lasts
forever,” said Rogers. “It’s a never-ending game.”
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By Jenn Carlson
Weekend Editor

When the school textbooks close and the sports jersey is
hung up after school, WS students turn on the TV to catch
théir favorite sitcoms. ] )

From old favorites to breakthrough hits, there are a variety
of sitcoms to being aired on many channels. For the “Friends”
fanatic, Fox airs old reruns while NBC-features the new season.
The sitcom follows the lives of a six friends in New York. The
hilarious dilemmas and dialogues are a big draw for WS
students.

““Friends

2

is my favorite show because of all the situations

113

Seinfeld is really funny, and will
always be funny. | connect with the
characters because of their crazy
escapades.” ]
—Brandon Ferraro, junior

- MYS

Fantasy shows:
a little out of
the ordinary

By Laura Robinson
Managing Editor

In the old days there was “Mork and Mindy,” “Bewitched”
and I Dream of Jeannie.”

Now there is the Sci-Fi Channel, long-running shows such -
as the “X-Files” and many new shows, all with supernatural
themes.

So what’s the reasoning behind this trend?

Advertisers claim that shows with this motif appeal to the
younger generation— that elusive 18-to-25 year-old viewing
population.
~ For teenagers, reasons run rampant for the popularity of
these shows. _ .

“I like the fantasy world stuff; it’s a nice escape,” said
sophomore Alyssa Lee.

The WB has fantasy shows as a major part of its lineup;

“Buffy the Vampire Slayer” is one of the longest running
shows that deal with the supernatural on the WB.

Old sitcoms still give big laughs

NAYANES

’

they find themselves in,” said junior Drew Palmer.

“Friends,” which ends its nine-season run in May of 2003,
has easily become one of the most successful sitcoms in
television history, in terms of popularity and number of viewers.
When the show goes off the air for good, NBC will be losing
its top-rated television program.

Fox has also found a popular hit in its program “That *70s
Show,” in the show’s fourth season. “That ‘70s Show” is a
nostalgic blast from the past, including everything from bell-
bottoms to 8-tracks. Featuring a young cast, “That ‘70s Show”
is a mix of humor and daily life activities makes people to
both relate to and laugh at the funny antics that are combined
in the sitcom. Eric lives with his conservative dad and mom
and his college-dropout sister, Laurie. His friend, Hyde, moved
in last season after his mother left town, which adds to the
comedy. Eric just barely gets by with the help of Hyde and his
other friends Kelso, played by Ashton Kutcher, Jackie, played
by Mila Kunis, exchange student Fez played by Wilmer
Valderrama and next door neighbor Donna, played by Laura
Prepon.

“It’s the funniest show ever. Eric and Donna are hilarious
together,” said sophomore Kurt Helfrich.

The ever popular “Seinfeld” is an obvious choice of students,

despite the fact that there aren’t any new episodes being -

produced. The popularity of the show has hardly faltered in
the opinions of some.

“Seinfeld is.really funny, and will always be funny,” said
junior Brandon Ferraro. I connect with the characters because
of their crazy escapades.” : .

Another popular choice is NBC’s “Will and Grace.” The
show showcases the relationship between Grace, played by
Debra Messing, a straight interior designer and her gay
roommate and best friend, Will, played by Eric McCormack.
Two other unique personalities, Jack and Karen, add to the
humor and complicate the lives of Will and Grace.

“It’s fantastic,” said junior Tim Lacrosse. It’s a good straight
and gay alliance.”
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Buify’s ex-boyfriend David Boreanaz left the show “Buffy the
Vampire Slayer” for his own WB show, “Angel.”

“Charmed” and “Smallville” are two of its most popular shows
and center around fantasy concepts. “Smallville” revolves
around the life of a young Superman who lives on a farm.

- “Charmed” also has a large following.

“I like ‘Charmed’ because it has witch things and magic,”
said senior Jenny Caniglia. “It’s something a little different.”

“X-Files” has been running for seven years, but its
popularity has waned somewhat with the disappearance of Fox
Mulder (David Duchovny) and the new cast.

“T watched ‘X-Files” because back in the day I thought it
was scary,” said junior Ed DiBrango. :

TV experts expect that shows with supernatural and fantasy
themes will continue to grow in popularity. Because of their
unique attraction, more shows of this genre should appear on
prime-time scheduling.

“We all watch supernatural and fantasy things because we

have nothing to relate them to,” said senior Alicia Kirsch, :.ﬂﬁ:

we believe them and they’re fun.”

Most agree that shows reveal something about American
culture. They provide an alternative to the reality-based drama
of shows like “E.R.” or “The Practice.”

~ “I think it’s a great escape and people love conspiracy
theories so they find it interesting,” said Principal David Smith.
“People want to believe there’s more out there than what they

can see.”
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Sitcoms like “Friends” and “Will and Grace” on NBC are
some of the most popular shows among teens today.




Reality shows

By Marianne Shaddrix
_Features Editor

Whether we enjoy them or not, WS students just can’t seem
to get enough of them.

“Survivor” and “The Bachelor” are just two of the shows
that fall under the formidable umbrella of reality television.
The big name networks have caught onto America’s insatiable
thirst for more reality shows, a thirst that can be traced back to
1991 when MTV debuted “The Real World.”

The concept was simple: “Seven strangers picked to live in
a house and have their lives taped.” Devoted viewers turned
into MTV to find out what happened “when people [stopped]
being nice and [started] being real.”

While MTYV has since admitted that in the earlier seasons,
the house guests were told to follow a basic “script,” many
people still believe that the reality shows are still far from being
real. :

“I think a lot of [the shows are] what [the producers] want
them to do. Only some of it seems real,” said freshman Ryan
Leonard.

However, some viewers disagree with the cynical view of
the reality TV shows, mnmmmmnm on the shows’ authenticity.

“It’s not fake, it’s what’s real in the world, what’s really
going on,” said junior Mahlet Hailu.

Others refuse to watch “The Real World” for different
reasons, including the idea that television is meant to be an
escape from the daily grind, not a reminder of it.

“I live in the real world. I don’t need to watch that oEF
said junior Adam Buckley.

Some students chose not to focus on the authenticity of the

“real” shows, and watch for many different reasons, En_cm_bm
the shows’ soap opera-esque drama.

“I think it’s funny when the people [on the shows] fight,
said senior Sheri Haupt. :

Hoping to profit from the success of “The Real World,” the
original reality TV show, TV executives have dived head-first

Dne lucky woman will go home with the ring in the new
eality show “The Bachelor.” “Fear Factor” gives a new twist
o reality shows by having participants face their worst fears.
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TV draws families
closer together

By Jenny Askin
Oracle Editor

The family that watches together grows together. Well,
not exactly, but more and more students seem to be watching
television shows with their families.

“I think that if a family can get into a certain show and
discuss it, it makes for a common interest,” said senior
Adrienne Trinka. :

Popular family shows like “Gilmore Girls” and “7th
Heaven” have been attracting students as well as their families.
“Gilmore Girls” has received much critical acclaim and has
- received a lot of positive publicity, the show takes place in a
small town and follows the lives of a mEmrw mother and
daughter.

“I like ‘Gilmore Girls’ because it’s funny,” said senior Kirby
Bevis. “A lot of people éoc_a love to have that kind of
relationship with their moms.”

Reality television has also brought the family back Smnaun_.

ecome a new fad

into proposals for other such programs.

Judging by the popularity of “Survivor” and “Temptation
Island,” their efforts proved to be successful.

“‘Temptation Island” was the only show I watched
religiously. I wanted to see if the people [on the island] would
cheat,” said senior Sheri Haupt. -

“Survivor” recently finished up its fourth season in the
Marquesas, a part of Tahiti. Producer Mark Burnett has
announced plans to create an all-star Survivor, which would
feature the most popular castaways from past seasons.

But the reoccurring theme just doesn’t sit well with some at
WS. g

“It’s pretty much all the same,
island,” said Leonard.

However, recently CBS aired a new, island-free EN:Q show
called “The Bachelor.” The concept for this show differed
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everyone’s always on an

‘greatly from the other shows of the like. Chris, an attractive,

single, 31-year-old and 25 single women looking for a husband
move into an impressive mansion on Pacific Ocean. While in
the house, Chris goes on group and individual dates with the
women. Each episode he chose some women to move on to
the next round and some to reject. After four months of getting
to know the various women, Chris made the final decision:
which girl he will marry.

While many tune in each week to Emﬁ: “The Bachelor,”
others believe that reality TV is getting old.

“I’ve seen at least one episode of almost every reality show,
but I don’t usually keep watching because it’s always the same
thing and it gets really boring really fast,” said junior Lisa
Hedge. ;

While there is no definite explanation for how or why reality
shows became so popular so fast among teenagers, psychology
teacher Alison Kopkau offers her own explanation.

“They show people doing things teens want to try, but can’t
because of the constraints placed on them by society and
parents,” said Kopkau. “It’s a way for people to experience
those things. People can live vicariously through them.”

2
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Shows like “Survivor” and “The Osbournes” have millions
of viewers tuned in every week. Many WS families sit down
together to watch the dramas unfold.

Senior Emily Finerfrock and her family watch “Survivor
every week together. After the program they like to discuss
what happened and what they think about the contestants. At
the end of each “Survivor” season, Finerfrock has hosted
parties with her friends and family to watch who will big the

ke LT}

next big winner. She has even bought “Survivor” clothes,
which she likes to wear at school.
“My family and I like to discuss ‘Survivor’ on the

weekends,” said Finerfrock. “We all have theories on how
the game is played.”

With the success of reality TV, music nmgo% MTV created
more reality based shows. MTV was among one of the first
networks to air reality based shows. “The Real World” and
“Road Rules” have been longtime hits with the contemporary
network. This past season the network released “The
Osbournes” which stars dark rocker Ozzy Osbourne’s family.
The show is so popular and widely liked that TV talk show
host Rosie O’Donnell had wife Sharon and daughter Kelly on
her show. “The Osbournes™ has turned reality television upside
down, the show often deals with controversial topics like
alcohol and drug use. While the show deals with hard topics
it also weaves in a lot of comedy and real family problems. A
lot of families might be able to relate to the sibling rivalry
between Jack and Kelly.

“I think it’s a good show because it
actually functional,” said senior Jacqueline Flood.
actually have family meetings and rules.”

While the network hopes to have a second season of “The
Osboumnes” the family is considering ending the show. While
negotiations are still pending, the network has several new
stars in' mind, like P Diddy.

Many doctors and analysts believe that television is rotting
the minds of the younger generation. Many people disagree,
believing that television has the power to bring busy families
‘together. They also believe that television can provoke healthy
discussions and promote common interests. ,

“Ihonestly don’t think that television is bad if we can learn
from it,” said Finerfrock. “If you think about it and discuss it
with either your friends and family it'can be beneficial,
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“They





















Putting the west back
into Northern VA

By Russ Waddell
Photograhy Editor

You know you're a redneck if your grandmother can
successfully execute the sleeper hold. Or if the shag
carpet on your floor matches the shag carpet on your
toilet seat. :

My people come from the hills of West Virginia, and
while I'm proud to be a Northern Virginian, I can never
stray from my roots. I don’t like Lexus sport utility
vehicles. I don’t like Starbucks coffee. I don’t like malls.
I don’t like fashion.

I like rusted out Ford pickups, I like Coca-Cola out
of a bottle and Kmart. 1 like faded jean shorts and t-shirts
with the sleeves ripped off.

But I really don’t fit the mold for a true hick. My
house has no insulation hanging out of the exterior walls,
exposed to the world. There are no cars without wheels
sitting on cement blocks in my yard. I don’t have a
rottweiler. In fact, I don’t have a dog at all.

I have escaped poverty—stricken West Virginia, and
now I'm not entirely sure whether making fun of them is
such a good idea. My parents, both of whom graduated
from West Virginia University, sadly informed me that
inbreeding probably does exist there. It doesn’t take much
to see that nobody there is nearly as rich as the people of
West Springfield.

I am now reconsidering my own agenda. Is it okay to
always make fun of people? What if I hurt someone’s
feelings? I must not allow myself to take advantage of
the less fortunate. I have been forced to look at myself in
the mirror and see myself for what I really am. I am no
savior for good, I’'m no hero. In fact, I am an evil genius
using my powers for destruction and evil-what else
would an evil genius use his powers for? :

My life is going to start going in a new direction, I
think my first goal will be to save the whales. After that,
I will go on a long campaign of shameless self-promotion
in order to win the popularity necessany to become
president. My presidential campaign will be financed by
the political party I form, which will be known as the
Evil-Genius-Turned-Savior-for-the-American-Dream
Party. ‘

As T begin my journey to end exploitation of evil
intellects, T have one question for you friends, loyal
readers, and fellow students: Are you with me, or are
you with me?!

Russ’ Ramblin’

Russ Waddell

“We have a Code Red...over
It seems that Russ Waddell isn’t the only one who'’s after
that new cherry red soda pop. Here at The Oracle, we
only give free publicity to products that we know are real
winners. So get your heiney over to 7-11 and buy your-

self a “fotie” of our favorite chilled beverage.

succeed

By Angela Fiorino
ETC. Editor

We are big. There are a lot of people, a lot of dogs, a
lot of car dealerships, a lot of malls and a lot of
Abercrombie—-more than anywhere else in the world, I
presume. =

This is Northern Virginia as we know it and if we
didn’t exist, the rest of Virginia probably wouldn’t either.

What would happen to UVA, Tech or IMU? They
wouldn’t have West Springfield and Lake Braddock to

' make up half of their enrollment. They would no longer

feel the exultation that they get when they deny a
Northern Virginian acceptance, because instead of
applying to them, we’d have our own college and we’d
be so cool.

I’m talking about George Mason University—soon to
be known as the University of Northern Virginia.
Everyone would go there, it would be the thing to do.
Booo-yah! Harrisonburg, Charlottesville and Blacksburg.

- Not to mention Fredricksburg, Newport and

Willamsburg.. Mainly just the burgs. At the University
of Northern Virginia, we’d be big enough to be Division
1 and everyone would get in, but we wouldn’t have to
“accept all those kids down in Norfolk because they’d be
out of state. Yeah that’s right. At UNOVA, we’d be hip
and cool and everyone would want to be us.

I think thatit’d be a very healthy move for the United
States to make Northern Virginia a separate state. I mean
there’s a North Dakota and a South Dakota and combined,
and their population is still smaller than ours. I admit it
would seem a little selfish for there to be a North Virginia,
South Virginia and West Virginia, I mean it kind of looks
like we're trying to dominate the entire Mid-Atlantic
region, but it’d be for the best. T also think that this can
be done in a very peaceful way, in a way that would
upset very few people. No civil wars or anything.

If we became our own state, all the taxes that we pay
would be for us and we wouldn’t have to give all our
“hard earned’ money up to the south and their schools.
We could use it to fund UNOVA’s curling team.

The only dilemma is finding a place for the extra star
on the flag. I'm sure good ol’ Betsy Ross wouldn’t be
happy, but she wasn’t around when they snuck Hawaii
and Alaska on to the bandwagon so, what the heck? Might
as well. -

Being so large, we have many different aspects to
Northern Virginia that are hard to find in other states. I
mean where else is there an area called Tysons where
you could drive by, block after block, and see nothing
but car dealerships and five star restaurants side by side?

As of gnw% 3...Seniors{25 more days of high WOWMMMMMM%. : 4 ;
school, Juniprs-205 more days, Sophomores-385, (Girls @ Braddock) |Crew regatta
Freshman-565 (ha!) i Tennis @ Robinson Matthews, VA
6| Boys soccer vs. 7 . 8 9 1/2 day 10 11 12
g McLean Girls soccer vs. Incubus-GMU Cowboy
(Girls @ McLean) : Robinson Boys lax vs.  |Crew regatta| Junkies @
Boys lax @ TC [Tennis districts (7-10 Singled Out (Boys @ Robinson) Braddock Sandy Run | 930 Club
13 14 15 16 _ i 18 19
Baseball Districts Lords and Ladies of
(13,15.17.20) Comedy-MCI
Boys lax districts
Softball vs. Langley (14-17) , “Track Districts |- (rew-Stotesbury Regat{a Philidelphiz
20 21 0, 23 WPGC B-Day 24 25 26
5 Bash s -
P. Diddy, Ja Rule, etc,
: Dead Kennedys MCI
Lip Sync Contest @ JAXX Pete Yorn @ 930 Club HFStiv &-Euﬂ
27| Break out the 28 29 il 30 31
white shoes! Vanilla Tce-JAXX
Memorial Day
No School _ : : :
Answers to that J_EN a few times ago: 1:A, 2:D, 3:B, 4:C, 5:D, §:A, 7:D, 8:A, 9:D, 10:B,|11:A, 12:B, 13:B, 14:A,|15:D, 16:B, 17:B, 18:A




