Senior Herman Ramos and the cast look on as senior Rebecca Weiner tap dances. The cast of this year’s play was larger than most

casts have been in past years.

By Laura Robinson
Managing Editor

With nearly 90 actors, this year’s
production of Anything Goes was one of
the largest and most complicated at WS.

Despite the cast size, students
remember this play as one of the best in
recent years.

“It was very impressive,” said senior
Alison Highfill. “They were very funny
and the music was good.”

Anything Goes centers around a love
triangle involving Hope (senior Ashley
Hoffmann), her fiancee Sir Evelyn (senior
Jacob Kidder) and long-lost love Billy,
(senior Nick Clapsaddle). Moonface
Martin (Herman Ramos) assists Billy and
his tap-dancing girlfriend Bonnie (senior
Rebecca Weiner). Mrs. Harcourt (senior
Alicia Kirsch) adds to the drama as does
famous singer Reno (senior Melissa
Wilmoth). In the end, Reno ends up with

 Sir Evelyn and Billy ends up with Hope.

Although the shows didn’t sell out, the
theater department enjoyed greater
attendance than usual.

“People go to sports but they don’t go
to all go to shows,” said Weiner. “It was
nice to see so many people and hear a lot
of people talking about it.”

Many other groups used the auditorium
for activities, leaving drama with only
eight weeks to put together its musical.

“The hardest aspect was that we didn’t
have as much time as in previous years,”
said senior Jessie Chesnutt, who was a
student director with senior Steph Shaw.

Despite the rush, actors and actresses
enjoyed their involvement.

“It was great. Everyone was so much
fun to work with,” said Clapsaddle. “I'd
do it all again if [ could.”

It took much organization to get
together 90 actors, techies, sets, music and
dancing. Seniors played a pivotal role in

Jewell’s life blossoms

Jen Siomacco

mobilizing everyone to get the work done.

“I think it’s teamwork that made the
difference this year,” said Theater Director
Mary Jo Levesque. “You're only as weak
as the weakest member of our team, and
obviously we didn’t have that many weak
people this year.”

The orchestra was nominated for
Cappies, as were seniors Maggie Atteberry,
Gillian Ramsey and Rebecca Weiner for

* choreography. Junior Tom Eisman was

nominated for Cameo Actor, Weiner for
Female Dancer, senior Mike Mazie for
Male Actor, Ramos for Comic Actor,
Kidder for Featured Actor and Wilmoth for
Lead Actress.

“Thirty years from now, students will
not remember me or, what classes they
took, but they will remember being in the
musical and the friends they made,” said
Levesque. “My job is to create
memories— good ones— and I think [ was
successful this year.”

Teacher wins award, starts garden

By JD Kaleem
Business/ Systerns Assistant

Beth Jewell is being
recognized for her efforts in
and out of the classroom.

On April 23, the
Radioshack Corporation
chose Jewell as of 110
teachers in the nation to
receive the 2002 Radioshack
TechTool $500 grant for use
at WS.

“It was neat because I was
being recognized at a national
level,” said Jewell.

Jewell is using the money
to build a garden located in

Beth Jewell Fd - A A=A
Students assemble a gazebo for the Japanese couriyard garden. ucation Assoclation.

comes to school from 9:00 to
10:00 every Tuesday to
videoconference with a teacher
in Japan and other students to
learn the language.

“It’s fun. So far, I can
introduce myself, count and say
the days of the week,” said
Jewell.

A new videoconferencing
system will soon come to WS,
which Jewell will use to allow
her students to communicate
with students in Japan next fall.

Jewell is also the president-
elect of the Mid-Atlantic Marine

She has written for the

the lower-level court yard and
will feature a Japanese theme.

“So far we’ve done some
basic work and put up posts
for the gazebo,” said Jewell.
“We’re waiting for the
county’s stamp of approval to
continue work on the
garden.”

This past fall Jewell

visited Japan as part of the
Fulbright Memorial Fund

program. Jewell will revisit
Japan this summer.

Jewell plans to allow classes
in WS and Japan share
information about their cultures.

“Oceanography students will
be working on websites showing
how the ocean affects us in
Northern Virginia in terms of
hurricanes, ' recreation,
transportation and the military,”
said Jewell. “In Japan, I will help

the students do the same about
how the ocean affects them in
terms of things such as food.”

Biology students are also
working on the Bugs Project,
in which they will survey a land
and collect bugs, examining
and taking pictures to produce
websites.

To prepare for her trip to
Japan, Jewell is enrolled in an
online Japanese course. She

Ocean Planet traveling exhibit
at the Smithsonian Institution
and organized and mentored
participants for an online
course, Water in the Earth
System, with the American
Meteorological Society.

“I’'m really enjoying
everything that seems to be
coming my way,” said Jewell.
“I hope I can get involved and
do even more in the future.”
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Classroom attracts students’

By Erika Kim
Inside Story Edifor

Room 215. English teacher Brooke Nelson’s classroom
located at the end of the English hall is one of the most unique
classrooms at WS.

Unlike the majority of the classrooms at WS that have blue
and white walls, Nelson has blue and orange walls. She has
the only blue and orange classroom at WS, but it hasn’t always
been that way. Until two years ago, Nelson’s walls were blue
and white like all
the other

attention

completely covered with these pictures.

On the back wall of her classroom, Nelson keeps a Texas
flag that she has hung on every office and classroom that she
has ever occupied and was once flown over the state capitol.
There are also posters of the Blues Brothers and the Beatles on
the back wall. .

The awards The Oracle and Olympian have won are lined
up on top of and below the blackboard.

“The awards were all in a box when I got here,” said Nelson.

53

“I took them out and arranged them here.
Other interesting things in Nelson’s
room include a note written on the back

classrooms.

During  the
summer, when she
came to set up her
classroom, one of
her daughters
suggested that she
paint the yellowing
white walls
color.
They decided on
Spartan orange and
painted the two
white walls
orange, leaving the
other walls blue.

In addition to
the decorative
walls, her room is
lined with the front page of every Oracle that has been published
since she has been the advisor of the Oracle staff. She first
became the advisor eight years ago, and there are currently
114 Oracles along her walls.

She has also kept an array of pictures of students that she
has had over the eight years. The doors of her cabinet are

window sill.

English teacher Brooke Nelson keeps an array of toys on her

of a pizza box by the yearbook staff,
wallet chains given to her by a former
student, and a cardboard medal made by
a former student on a left over computer
cord.

But that’s not all. The first thing ail
her students notice and comment on
every year are her toys. Yes, her toys. Not
just one or two toys but 400 hundred toys.
There are hundreds of toys all along her
window sill and on top of her book shelf
and air conditioner. Her collection started
when she picked up about 30 of her
children’s McDonald’s Happy Meal toys
off the floor of her house and brought
them into her office and set them up on a
shelf when she worked as a public
relations officer in DC.

“People at my office knew me by my
Happy Meal toys,” said Nelson.

After taking some time off to be with her children, Nelson
became a teacher. One Saturday afternoon, she brought her
daughter to school with her to catch up on some work and the
first thing that she noticed was that she had a really long window
sill. Her daughter suggesied that she put her toys on it and that

Wmmm m_._mmm
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Junior Tara Austin proudly displays her paint
set that she used to paint words and pictures on
her walls.

Nayna Gupta
“Dreaming” and “Eternity” are two of the words
that Austin painted on her wall.

Nayna Gupia
Austin painted a mural of a sun on her closet
door and wrote one of her poems on the wall
beside it.

Katie m._.n.q....
Nelson’s collection began with 30 McDonald's happy meal
toys and now she has over 400 toys.

was the beginning of it all. She set up her McDonald’s Happy
Meal toys on the window sill, and since then students have
brought in more toys to add to her collection, and her collection
expanded from just Happy Meal toys to just toys in general.
At the end of each school year Nelson dusts each toy and packs
them in a box, and at the beginning of each school year her
and her daughters dust the toys off again and set them back up
in her room.

“It’s become a big tradition for us, setting up the toys each

“year,” said Nelson.

Some students have become so attached to Nelson’s room
that they are not only reluctant to leave it at the end of the
year, but they take another one of her classes just to get another
chance to be in her room.

“The reason I decorate my room so much is because I spend
a lot of time here,” said Nelson. “I want to make it as
comfortable as possible.”

Nayna Gupta
Austin also has interesting accessories, like her
lamp, that match with her room.

Tara’s room
reflects her
artistic style

By Nayna Gupta
Viewpoint Editor

At first, re-painting her room was just a way to fill the long
days of her summer. Now, the walls of junior Tara Austin’s
bedroom have become an ever-changing canvas that she can
cover with her own poetry and painting.

“If I see a spot on the wall that’s empty, I fill it with my art
or words,” said Austin.

‘When she started the project of making her room feel more
like her own, Austin chose to cover her walls with her favorite
color, a light shade of royal purple. Then, using her own acrylic
paints, Austin randomly scattered inspirational words in
different directions on top of the purple.

“First I just turned to pages in the dictionary to look for
words to put on my walls,” said Austin. “But that didn’t work
because the words ended up being meaningless.”

Instead, Austin chose dramatic words that had meaning,
such as “dreaming,” “eternity” and “‘serendipity.” What makes
these words unique, is not just their meaning, but the style in
which Austin decided to paint them. When painting “chaos,”
Austin used shaky strokes and dark color. To show the extremes
of “chaos,” Austin painted the word twice, once in big letter



Ryan’s rooy

By Roberto Garcia
Oracle Editor

When most people wake up in the moming, the first thing
they see is the plain white of their ceiling. But when senior
Ryan David wakes up, he sees New York City and the desert.

Or more specifically, he sees an IBM magazine ad set in
New York City and an Isuzu ad based in a desert. These two
are among the 200 ads and magazine covers that are mmﬁ_na
to his bedroom ceiling and walls. -

~ “I was bored one day, so H m_mzoa wﬁmﬁ:nm ads 5 the
ceiling,” said David.

It took about eight amwm to cover the ceiling in ads.
However, it has taken him over two  years 8 oo:._g_mﬂm_w cover
all parts of his bedroom.

The ceiling is primarily ads, while the walls are a mixture
of ads, magazine covers and even calendars. In one corner of
the room, National Geographic covers run haltway up the wall,
On the other side of his room hang 10 different calendars of
years gone by. Of everything that covers Em room, David rmm
two distinct fayorites.

*1 like the Apple computer ads _umnmcmm they take an@d
and ancient ideas and put them together,” said David. “But

muwmnu Garcia

Senior m<m: Dm<_u relaxes
in his room playing solitare.

. my. mmﬁ::m ad is o:m of .Emﬁ Hm vo”mgmm oa a s&:m ..

background. I'm not sure what that one is for.”

One part of the bedroom that stands out mEczmﬂ all the
ads 1is a wall of numbers behind David’s bed. On this wall,
which he calls his * E:E:m shrine,” David has a collection

~of meet numbers, newspaper cutouts, running posters, and

track singlets, which he has collected as a member of the WS
track and cross country teams.

Another part of the room that until wnommm% stood out was |
David’s tennis ball collection. Beginning freshmen year,

David and other distance runners began collection tennis balls
_during their runs. The number of balls continued to grow,

eventually finding a home under a hanging chair in David’s

room. David kept the collection, which is currently at 560

balls, in his room until six months ago, when the collection’s
size forced him to move it to his basement. .
“One day, I stopped by Ryan’s house with like 200 tennis
balls and just dropped them off,” said senior Jason mm&mmm.
“But the collection is so big that he didn’t even notice.”
David thinks he has been lucky that his parents have been

~ lenient in letting him decorate his room as he has.

“My mom wasn't too happy with the staples in the ceiling.”’
said David. “But eventually, she got over it.”

Roberio nm.d_u
David's ceiling _m.no<m_.mn with
magazine advertisements and numbers

from his past races are hung on his
_ Roberto Garcia Em__w. I

“I want my room to be me, and my .

poems are as close as you can to get

to me.’ _
—Tara Austin, junior

and a second time in small letters. For “spirit,” Austin painted
a pair of angel wings behind the light-blue and white word.

“I painted ‘eternity’ in big purple letters with lines
surrounding it,” said Austin. “It’s my favorite because it’s the
biggest and brightest and attracts the most attention.”

Butit’s not just Austin’s wordart that makes her room more
creative than most. In a corner behind her bed, Austin painted
verses of her own poetry on the walls. Eventually, Austin would
like to surround herself with this poetry by covering her entire
room, top to bottom, with her own verses.

“I wrote the poem I have on the wall right now a long time
ago. It’s about the demise of society,” said Austin. “I want my
room to be me, and my poems are as close as you can get to
me.”

Just three months ago, Austin noticed that the front of her
closet looked too white and empty. To fill the space, Austin
experimented with a Monet-inspired impressionist mural. When
that failed, she decided to paint a mural of the sun instead.

Right now, Austin can use her creativity to chdnge only her
own bedroom. When she gets her own place, Austin plans to
spread her art throughout the house.

“My house is going to be a nut house,” said Austin. “There
are going to be murals everywhere. In the bathrooms, the
kitchen, everywhere.”

For now, Austin is satisfied with her room. But tomorrow
she will probably notice another empty space that needs to be
filled with art.

“I’m changing,

2

me.

35
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said Austin. “So my room’s changing with

msm..mi:m a memory in Missy

_amn}m__ ..Sma.__:_
Freshman Rachel Martin’s room has various fish painted on

the walls in addition to fish hanging from the ceiling.

Going against
the flow

By Rachel Wohlers

Entertainment Assistant

Freshman Rachel Martin is submerged in her deep sea
bedroom.

‘When Martin moved into her house four years ago her
room was average, with four white walls, a door and a
closet.

But then her mother had an inspiration.

“The bathroom is painted like a rainforest and my
brother’s room is painted like outer space,” Martin said. “So
my mom and T decided to paint mine like it is underwater.”

The walls are painted a light blue color and covered in an
array of ocean creatures in bright colors.

“My mom used a stencil and put manta rays, jellyfish and
three or four different kinds of fish across my walls,” she
said. . 9

Martin’s bedspread is also an ocean theme, with window
curtains to match. And to top everything off there are
different types of fish hanging from the ceiling.

But the ocean isn’t the only obvious part of Martin’s
room. Spread out across the desk, dresser and bed is her
collection of goats. There are about 50 goats, made out of
porcelain, plastic and glass and others are stuffed. Martin
has been collecting them since fifth grade, after she
witnessed the birth of a goat at a pumpkin patch.

“It was a joke at first, but then I started collecting them,
said Martin. “I’d actually like to own.a goat.”

Even though goats may not fit the underwater, Sn room
is full of character and personality.

“I don’t have an obsession with the ocean or anything
like with goats, but I love the way it _oowmu: Martin said. “It
really is my personal room.”

3

’S room

Close friends leave their mark on M issy’s walls

By Heidi Sfiligoi ,
Entertainment Assistant

Missy Arbogast’s friends left a touch of their personalities
in her room- forever. Or at least until somebody buys a new
can of paint.

The famous wall of handprints is the wall where Arbogast’s
friends left their mark. It is almost like a smaller version of the
famous sidewalk in Hollywood, only in a 16-year-old’s room.

“It began when I was painting with my friends a few years
ago,” said Arbogast. “We just started messing around and
putting our handprints all over the wall.”

The prints come in yellow, blue and green, and match the
sponge paint on all four walls. While the handprints may be
the most unique, they are not the only decorations covering
the walls. Arbogast has a wide variety of *NSYNC pictures,
mostly of Lance Bass. One poster of Bass hangs on Arbogast’s
door, and at a meaningful height.

“I hung it up at 5°11” because that’s how tall Lance is.”
said Arbogast. “It’s so I can practice.”

All girls have their fantasies. Arbogast’s room, however, is
also full of realities. Hanging next to her bed are two T-shirts
from dance workshops she is proud to have attended.

“Dance is a big part of my life,” said Arbogast.

From boys to bears, Arbogast has it all. While posters take
over the walls, bears take over the bed. A variety of Beanie
Babies reside on their own shelf, as do many trophies. And
hanging from the ceiling is Byrdie: the beloved parakeet.

Everything matches in Arbogast’s world. Yellow, blue and
green are the dominant colors. They start at the walls, then

move over to the bed, down to the inflatable chair, and up to
the yellow clock.

“I like my room because it coordinates,” said Arbogast.

Besides the hanging bird cage, Arbogast has some netting
hanging over her bed.

“I think it’s called a mosquito net,” said Arbogast. “But I
call it the ‘princess thing."”

Most of Arbogast’s furniture is purchased from IKEA, but
there is also a bit of love tied into it all. :

“My great great uncle made the bed and the bedside table,”
said Arbogast. “And one of the bears was my grandmother’s.”

Family, friends, pets and future husbands. Almost everybody
has left their mark in Arbogast’s room.

“My room has that ‘personal’ touch,” said Arbogast. “I like
it like that.”

“The famous wall of handprints is the
wall where Arbogast’s friends left
their mark. It is almost like a smaller
version of the famous sidewalk in
Io__<<<ooq only ina 16- “year- -old’s
room.’
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By Russ Waddell and Angela Fiorino
Oracle Staff Writers -

So this is it. The end of a legacy, too bad. Twelve
issues of nonsense and drivel. We know we’ll be missed
over the summer, and it’s even worse that the two of us
will never be reunited. Russ will be left here, all alone,
attempting with all his might to carry on ETC’s
traditions. Angela will be a Coastie out on ship
somewhere up in New England where she’ll be thinking
about ETC. day and night, hoping that Russ is doing
okay back at WS. i

It’s painful sometimes to leave the ones you love.
The kind of pain we’re talking about is similar to being
bashed in the head with a sledge hammer. You see, it’s
not simple moving on. I mean, there will always be a
place in our hearts for ETC. While Angela is out looking
for a'lost ship on the lonely sea, Russ will be back here
in Springfield counting down the days until school starts
so he can be back at the newspaper. But through it all
we’ll have ETC. in the back of our minds.

The ecstacy we experienced when working fogether
on ETC was short lived. Its duration was only one short
year and that’s a sad short thing. We shortly wish that it
could have lasted an eternity. Just shortly kidding. No
matter how much we love The Oracle, eventually it is
time to leave Springfield (well, Russ isn’t leaving, he’s
staying). But really, what 30-year-old wants to be on a

Tony Fiorino

This here is a picture of Step

drummer, with her head gear on, reading.

During a vacation to

Outer Banks, Angela works
more on her facial expres-

the

sions while playing the

guitar, than her actual skills

at playing the guitar.

.hab.mhm Fiorino

school newspaper staff? There might be a chance that
we will reunite one day and become famous together,
with our own newspaper. We will only have to make it
a few pages to get our points across and it will be real
funny.

Not only do we have aspirations of working together
on a newspaper, but we are also going to start a band.
Russ will play the bass, harmonica and sing, Angela
will play the guitar and the gourd, and Angela’s little
sister will play the drums and the triangle. We are going
to transport all our equipment in Russ’s gray minivan.
Outplan is to play independent bluegrass-polka-punk.
We’ll play at places like JAXX, deep in the armpit of
West Springfield. If Robbie VanWinkle, aka Vanilla Ice,
can play there, so can we. But we won’t only astonish
those metal heads at JAXX with our talent, we’ll tour to
places like Okinawa, Japan and Fargo, North Dakota so

Russ wore this

shirt he bought

from, well,

Budapest,
for over

everyone has a chance to see our hot bodies.

We’ll live in Russ’s van, down by some river and
we’ll eat Angela’s gourd when we get hungry.

But that’s the long term future of the ETC. staff. In

Angela Fiorino

hanie, our

two weeks.
Somone dared

him to, so he did

the short term, summer will be flip-flop tan lines,
perpetual BBQs, endless games of disc golf and salty
breezes. Russ will get the salty breeze that comes off
Burke Lake while Angela will get the salty breeze that
floats through towns of New England. The breeze that’s
mixed with the smell of fresh oysters and octupi. There’s

a difference.
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