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The boys soccer team celebrates after their win over Osborn Park in the state final.

“We made history in school, this
doesn’t happen everyday,” said senior Jeff
Carroll. “I'm proud of my team, my

After 17 straight wins and both'a dis-  brother, and myself.”
trict and regional title, the varsity boys’ ‘While the boys had control of the ball
soccer team, for a second year, took home  for most of the final game at the Univer-
their state championship title with an easy ~ sity of Richmond, they almost lost their
1-0 victory over the Yellow Jackets from  state title in the semifinal round of the tour
Osborn Park High School. See SOCCER, Page 11

By Nayna Gupta
Oracle Editor
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Junior Huma Husain gets a hug from Junior Katie Freund after their team’s win.

By JD Kaleem Richmond, the team of juniors Jen Powers
Features Editor and Huma Husain and seniors Mo Hagan
and Katie Freund won first place in the 4 x
They waited for this moment for three 800 relay.
years. They wanted it. They knew they “It was awesome; the most exciting race
could do it. And they did. of my life,” said Hussain.
On Saturday, June 1, the WS track team

The team clocked in at-9:23:00. Not
made history. At the Virginia High School  only did they break the WS record by 8
League (VHSL) state competitions in See TRACK, Page 11
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Chappell will be leaving WS to retire after a decade as
the Student Activities Director.

Chappell leaves WS
after long career

By Jason Gillis

Business/Systems Editor

After a decade at WS, Student Activities Director, Tod
Chappell, will be leaving WS for good.

Chappell began in Ohio, and then came to Fairfax
County. Chappell came to WS as an assistant principal
and head football coach, and then he switched to his
current position.

Chappell chose to retire simply because of the benefits.
The retirement money is greater if an employee retires
after 30 years of working than if he was to continue.

“I think that maintaining the activities office, clubs,
and sports is a major accomplishment,” said Chappell.
“Also making sure that we have the safest and most
updated equipment was a major part of my job.”

Chappell looks after all the clubs at WS as well. “A
major challenge is making sure everyone has an
opportunity to participate in a school activity,” said
Chappell. Chappell’s responsibilities include taking care
of equipment, working with coaches and managing a
See CHAPPELL, Page 4
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Budget cuts create extra expenses

By Emily Ryan
Senior Staff Writer

Students all over the county will be hit next year with
new changes that will affect classrooms, sports programs,
and their bank accounts.

The Fairfax County School Board met on May 23 and
discussed the budget for next year, deciding to cut $47
million. WS’s plan to purchase new textbooks has been
put on hold while the county tries save more money.

Next year the price of parking spaces in every Fairfax
County high school parking lot will be $150, as opposed
to the $100 fee of the past few years. However, the security
staff didn’t notice a difference in the number of applicants
when they became available May 31.

“The new prices wouldn’t deter me from getting a spot
because you need the space,” said Junior Rachel Persica.
“You can’t carpool because the law says you can’t have
more than three people to a car, but you need a carpool to
pay for the space.”

Come the end of summer, students or their parents will
notice this change by a sudden void in their wallets. This
lack of cash will come about again next spring when
students sign up for AP tests. There will be a $25 charge
per test, with a $50 cap per student. Students, however,
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By Camila Casillas
Entertainment Editor

Personality and Pizzaz’s “All That
Jazz” performance on May 29, was a
bittersweet show for the students and choir
director, Meribeth Puckett.

Both show choirs prepared for months
for the annual show. The money from the
show goes to improving sound equipment,
choreography fees, and to other resources
that keep the program going each year. The
reason for the show remained the same,
but the feelings behind it were special this
year.

This is Puckett’s last year with WS, so
this year’s “All That Jazz” concert brought
some surprises and additions to the show.

“I look for variety of music and
different styles that might appeal to the
audience,” said Puckett. “I also pick songs
students will enjoy doing.”

Pizzaz performed songs including

Personality

The junior class sets a

tradition for years to come

that revealed her career transitions.
Schlegel and Beekman performed an
unscored act to Ja Rule and J Lo.

“Charlie and Schlegel rock my world,”
said junior Aisley Neary.

Senior Marc Dudzinski’s performance
was extra special when he asked senior
Ingrid Garrett to prom. Five sophomore
boys performed a mix of rap songs.

Rice. “The sophomore guys had a great
performance and deserved to get first,” said
sophomore Lisa Giarrana.

By Priyanka Tandon
Oracle Editor

On Tuesday May 21, WS welcomed Ja
Rule, Pink and even ABBA. The class of
2003 delivered the first annual Lip-Sync
contest.

“All the feedback we got was really

3

positive,” said junior class historian Katie

The evening began with juniors Russ
Waddell and David Kauffman on scooters.

It was Personality and Pizzaz

“Turn the Beat Around” by Gloria Estefan
and “Respect” by Aretha Franklin.
s performance included
“Smooth” by Santana and “Smooth
Criminal” by Michael Jackson.

First **Lip Sync
1s huge success

who are on the free or reduced-price lunch
program will be exempt from the costs. The
county will still be paying for more than half of
each test whose price is in the $70 range.
Students have complained about the new
charges, but costs are not high enough to keep
students from taking AP classes and forking out
the money to get college credit for the class.

“The classes are valuable enough, so I'1] still
take them,” said junior Sara Walker.

A couple of reasons why students find these
classes valuable is because of the knowledge
the teachers have about what they are teaching
and how they approach teaching it. In the past,
Principal David Smith has been able to send
teachers to conferences to learn about their
profession and subject. The cuts will limit these
opportunities, and teachers will have to pay for
their trips themselves.

Teachers and students will also be affected by the
removal of the cap on SOL classes. This essentially means
hat there will be one less teacher for each SOL class,
raising the class size to 30 people or less from the present
28 students or less. People will have to endure the school
heating and cooling system malfunctions for there will
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because it
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new WS

's last performance with director Maribeth Puckett.

“‘Smooth Criminal’ was my favorite
s one of those amazing pieces
you don’t think you’ll be able to pull off,”
said senior Nick Clapsaddle. “But then in
the end it all comes together.”

Adam Buckley

Juniors wait in line during lunch to get applications for the
parking lottery for next year.

be fewer people to fix and maintain them. Additional cuts
to extracirricular activities funds will increase the time it
takes to replace old equipment and get them fixed.
“Students need to continue to do their part,” said Smith.
“Everybody’s first and foremost interest is to provide

students with the best education they can.”

That Jazz”’ combines new traditions with old ones

The choirs also began a new tradition
this year. They chose “Bridge Over
Troubled Water” as their last song to
perform at the end of every show.

“It’s been a really special song,” said
Clapsaddle. “It’s her [Puckett’s] last year
here, so it was the last year to do it.”

Old traditions were also carried on this
year. WS choir alumni came on stage to
test their memory and joined Personality
and Pizazz during “Keep It Hot.”

“They love it. They pretty much knew
what they were doing,” said Puckett. “It’s
surprising what they remember.”

The show ended with an emotional
good-bye from Puckett and thank yous
from students to special people who helped
them throughout the year.

Although it was Puckett’s last year
directing “All That Jazz”, she will still be
attending performances in the future.

“I will absolutely come next year,” said

Puckett. “T would not miss it for anything.”

Jen m.__n_.r.mmwn

“We entered because it looked like
something fun to do,” said Kauffman.

WS teachers Micah Herzig and Allison
Kopkau along with Jeff Schlegel, junior
class sponsor Andrea Schlegel’s husband,
judged the contest. Each judge gave the
performers a score from one to ten and
some comments.

“We wanted judges to be entertaining,
said junior class officer Jennifer Welsch.

The judges and audience got a chance
to watch seven acts. Junior Charlie
Beekman rapped to Coolio’s “Gangster’s
Paradise.” Juniors Alison Tugwell, Cristina
Hoyt, Tara Austin and freshman Emily
Wroebel gave the crowd Britney to the

fourth power, four Briney Spears’s songs
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The show had two rounds. After the first
round the top three acts rolled the “die of
death” which gave them a song to lip-sync
to without any preparation.

The scores placed freshmen Christine
Spata and Butler third, followed by
Dudzinski, and gave first to Britney to the
fourth power.

“I was surprised that we won because I
stepped in at four o’ clock that day,” said
Austin.

The junior class made $300 from the
contest, and many have been inspired to
enter the contest next year.

“I liked the show,” said sophomore
Elina Khaykin. “I'll be shaking my booty
to first place next year.”







" omeone has rejected me. In all my
life, I have never been rejected. He flat out
said, “No, I can’t talk to you.” I was shocked
and  appalled.

rumor doesn’t hurt the school’s image, either.
“It makes it more interesting to some, more
‘special,” because, ooooohh, we have million-
aires working here every day!”

Since that day, I'm
convinced he
senses me coming
in the halls, and
makes a run for the
opposite direction.
I had finally
worked up enough
courage to speak to
him, to find out the

real truth, and he
rejected me.

Steve. The Janitor. The “Millionaire.”

Ever since I entered high school almost four
years ago, I heard rumors circulating about
Steve the Janitor. People told me he was a mil-
lionaire. So it must have been my fate when I
got the word “Custodians” on that little slip
of paper that day in yearbook class. I decided
to set out and investigate. I knew that the Truth
Was Out There.

Surprisingly, my first few subjects knew
nothing about the rumor that had weighed on
my mind for four years. “Steve? Steve who?
What janitor? We have janitors?” This sad-
dened me on my quest for The Truth. How-
ever, a name popped up in my quest and I fol-
lowed that lead. Finally! I found a source of
information. My source was quite happy to
talk about Steve the Janitor with me.

“I heard that he paid for his car in CASH,”
said junior Karen Burnett. “I’ve seen his car;
it’s really nice. I think he really is a million-
aire.”

ther than the basics of the rumor,
Burnett knew nothing else. But as our con-
versation evolved, she began to come up with
a theory of why Steve the Janitor is the only
subject of the rumor of riches—a rumor that
never seems to die.

“None of the students know the janitors, so
I think we tend to make up stories about their
personalities,” said Burnett. “We don’t care
about the teachers’ lives, so we don’t talk
about them.” She adds that the millionaire

At the Bagel Bakery?

_urnett never denies being part of
the rumor problem. In fact, she openly admits
her guilt. “I talk about things I hear with my
friends; help circulate what I’ve heard. What’s
bad about it is that we seem to need to be in-
volved in everyone else’s business. We can’t
give people privacy.”

Satisfied that I had at least some support in
my rumor quest, I left my newly made friend
and set off in search of someone new to talk
to. I came upon junior Danny Wuckovich. The
dude did not have much to say; he appeared a
bit more hesitant than Burnett to talk about
Steve the Janitor. He had heard that Steve was
rich, and that “he’s probably good with
money.” Yet, I think some day Wuckovich will
be a rebel. He will be against the government.

“I think if he’s rich, he’s working on the
inside. Why else would he be here if he
wasn’t?”

I don’t know; maybe because Steve the Jani-
tor actually enjoys his job? A career 1s a con-
cept of happiness, and it appears from obser-
vation that Steve the Janitor enjoys working
at WS. But I can only surmise—remember,
he rejected me.

Upperclassmen are always so suspicious.
Trying to talk to the freshmen was the next
thing to do. Freshmen. I would have thought
that every one of them would have heard about
The Rumor. They’re FRESHMEN! They fall
for everything. I stopped Coach Bill Renner’s
daughter, Summer, whom I thought would
have heard all the rumors, since her dad works
here. But, no! / was the first to inform her. I
came across another freshman that had heard
the rumor, but she didn’t believe it.

“Some upperclassmen told me that he in-
herited all this money from his family but he
just chooses not to spend it,” said freshman
Meryl Cox. “But I don’t think it’s true. It’s
like the seniors telling us about the third-story
pool. I totally don’t believe it.”

Not knowing what to do, I wandered on

4 around the school. I stopped sophomore ad-

ministrator Martha Chandler in the hall and
asked her if she knew about Steve the Janitor.

‘The only thing she knew was that “he makes

great apple pie.” OK, so we can now assume
that he doesn’t live in his truck.

Since my fellow classmates could not get
the facts straight and Chandler was rather
vague about what she knew (as I expected her
to be), I decided to go to authority. I walked
in to talk to Building Supervisor Becky
Mullins with a mission. I would find out The
Truth. But I only found out more things to
ponder about the life of Steve the Janitor.

Mullins informed me that Steve The Jani-
tor attended high school right here at WS, and
that he worked as a janitor even as a student.
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Mullins was not positive
about how long Steve the

espite his years here, he has
never taken a supervising position. Mullins
explained that Steve the Janitor has a comfort
zone at WS, but prefers to be by himself and
not to socialize with students. Then, she ad-
mitted that she had heard the rumor that he
was a millionaire and that he had paid for his

At the top of the Washington Monument?

Janitor has been working
here. She herself has been at WS for 17 years
and Steve the Janitor was here when she got
here. Plus, he has four more years until he can
retire. .
Will he use his millionaire money then to
go live off in paradise? Who knows!? No one
does, apparently. But I did find out that Steve
the Janitor enjoys doing the electrical work
around the school better than anything else.
Besides great apple pie, that’s his specialty.

vas done for the year.
to do but clean out
K up random bits of
and wait for
. S0 Mrs. |

gave
an assig ent

a subject out of a

no about it. Co-editor

truck in cash. The torture! To have all these
sources, and never have a direct confirmation
from the man himself was just terrible.

I managed to work up enough courage to
ask Steve the Janitor about his life, and tell
him how I was so intrigued that these rumors
about him had survived WS forever, and then
the humiliating moment came.

“No, I cannot talk to you. I have too much
work to do,” said Steve the Janitor.

I have attempted. I have gone out into the

halls with my notebook and my questions, still
having a desire to seek The Truth. But I real-
ized, as I go out there, that
maybe Steve the Janitor
doesn’t want people to -
know The Truth. What if
this rumor was all his do-
ing? The students of WS
are destined to live their
whole high school lives
and never know The
Truth.

Some say they have
gone on The Quest. Some
even say that they have
talked to The Janitor and

discovered The Truth. I am skeptical, but I’ve
made a decision. I've decided that Steve the
Janitor is awesome. He comes to WS every
day and works to make sure that our school is
clean, working properly and that we have a
safe building in which to learn. That is awe-
some. That is The Truth.

No, our mild-mannered reporter found what

she was looking for in the halls of WS.
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Seafood brings WS to the beach

By Adam Rosen
Viewpoint Assisstant

School is coming an end and vacations are approaching
where hot, sunny beaches fill boys and girls with joy.
Finding the ocean only requires a short road trip to Ocean
City or Rehoboth
Beach. Both of these
places include fine
dining and activities
other than going to
the beach.

“Going to Ocean
City is always the
best,” said junior
Tara Austin. “I
always look forward
to eating out,
especially the crab
legs.”

Ocean City is
attractive for all
ages, but especially
a younger crowd.
Besides the beach,
the city includes miniature golf, skateboarding parks, and
amusement parks with haunted houses and roller coasters.
Ocean City’s most well known amusement park is the
one located at the city’s 72-block boardwalk,

“At Ocean City the boardwalk is fun because I pick
out some hot and some ugly guys to be boyfriends for
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my best friends,” said junior Lisa Marvin.

McDonald’s in Ocean City.

Ocean City may be pricey, but students are attracted
to its wide range of activities that include watching the
Orioles Single A team play ball or shopping at outlets
that surround the city.

Ocean City 1s also known for its great seafood like
crab cakes and fried shrimp. Surprisingly, Ocean City’s
: second most eaten food is Italian.
Some of the restaurants that are
most popular are the Key West
Crab Bag and the Marlin Moon
Grille.

“The food was rather good,”
said junior Maureen Greenlee.
“The crab legs are great because
they’re right by the ocean.”

Another nearby beach is
Rehoboth, located only — miles
away from the Northern Virginia
area. At Rehoboth, the beach is
wide and flat. Tourists can find
their own smaller private beaches.
Rehoboth’s quieter atmosphere is

Nayna Gupia

Juniors Lisa Marvin and Tara Austin chow down at a a good alternative for those who

are turned off from the
commercialized atmosphere of
Ocean City.

Rehoboth also has one of the most well set up art
communities. Students can find art classes and museums
to visit during rainy days on the beaches. For many
students, having both Ocean City and Rehoboth Beach
near by is an easy way to get away and spend a day of fun
at the beach.

Feel the heat from summer fashion

By Jenn Carlson
Managing Editor

The summer season brings sun, long, lazy days and a
whole new wardrobe.

There is a wide variety of stores and shops where WS
students can choose to shop for their summer gear. Also,
many factors go into deciding exactly what store will be
the lucky receiver of a spender’s hard-earned money.
There are easy solutions for those who are looking for
designer names without spending horrendous amounts of
cash.

“I go to Ross because the prices are cheap and they
carry name brands,” said junior Devin McKenzie.

TJ Maxx, Old Navy and Marshall’s provide clothes
for lower prices and also carry a wide variety of styles
and brands. Sunglasses, shoes, bags, bathing suits and

ma_‘_..w Morris
Junior Monique Patwary debates whether to purchase
the blue flip-flops or the orange at Old Navy.

other quality clothes and accessories for a discounted
price.

Others seek jobs in retail so they can reap the benefits
of discounts. Stores such as Contempo, Wet Seal,
American Eagle and Pacific Sunwear are popular stores
in the mall where students hold jobs.

“I work at Contempo and Wet Seal so I buy all my
clothes from there,” said junior Vanessa Evans. “It’s good
because I get a discount. Also, I really like the clothes
and I can get things as soon as they come out for sale in
the store.”

Contempo also features necklaces, bracelets,
sunglasses and other summer accessories.

“Contempo has the best necklaces,” said junior Sherri
Boone.

Express is another popular spot where WS girls can
be found spending their money. Bold colors and dressy
styles characterize Express’s line of summer clothes.

“I shop at Express because they have all the latest
fashions,” said junior Caitlin Sutton.

Sometimes, it is not the store that draws shoppers, it
is the mall itself. Boone prefers to shop at Tysons Corner
mall for many reasons.

“I work at the Wet Seal at Tysons and I also like
shopping there better,” said Boone. “There are more
stores that I like that carry clothes that I like.”

In the Tyson'’s I mall, located across the street from
Tysons, stores like J. CREW offer a myriad of sandals
and flip flops in a variety of basic colors such as white,
black and blue. Also popular is Old Navy which also
carries flip flops in almost every color of the rainbow.

“I bought some of my flip flops at Old Navy,” said
Boone. “They have any color that I could possibly want.”

Modern Image

Relocatin

June 1

)

Ly Lt

002

g? Buying? Selling?

Your local Spartan Realtor is here to help.
Give me a call and I’ll help you find the way home.

Prom Special Going on Now

*Bring in this ad and get
20% offililll

With any suit over $150 get a shirt and tie FREE
Same Day Alteration
(703) 313-8700

Located in Springfield Mall on the second floor near ; :
Mention this ad and I’ll donate $580 from my commis-
Entrance 2 sion to WSHS sport or club of your choice! Go Spartans!

Ellen C. Ing, ABR

Military Relocation Specialist
Re/Mayu Horizons
703-824-4800, 0ffice
703-912-9929, Residence

* 15% only applies for students
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By Russ Waddell
Oracle Editor

High school is all about finding yourself. An identity
crisis is perfectly normal for any teenager, and it’s
important to remember that there are ways to cope.

If ever you feel you don’t even know yourself, it’s
okay to hide from yourself. A paper bag over the head
will make people judge you for who you are. If a bag is a
little too awkward, the full head bandage may be a better
choice. Unlike a brown paper sack, some nice white
bandages (or toilet paper) won't rattle or fall off. But
bandages are more confining than paper bags, and if your
head is the shape of a butternut squash, bandages really
can’'t hide that.

If people have a tendency to confuse your nose with a
kumquat, you don’t have to hide yourself. There are also
ways to bolster your confidence. It is absolutely crucial
that you spend at least three hours a day in front of the
‘te beautiful. Blow yourself

mirror. Tell yourself that you

Rambl

in
kisses. Strut your stuff, no matter what your stuff happens
to look like. If you’ve got it, flaunt it. If you don’t got it,
flaunt it. If you’re not attractive, it doesn’t matter. Lie,
lie, and lie some more until you really believe that you
are. :

A second solution is turning to total apathy. If you
don’t care that you're ugly, it’s a lot easier to accept it.
When you look at your ugly self in the mirror, don’t cry.
Say something like “Gee, I'm ugly, but I don’t really care
at all. I love my ugly self.”

Hopefully, no one reading this will take my advice
seriously. If you really hate your own ugliness, I

p/

3

recommend you get professional help (like from a plastic

surgeon). Money can solve any problem, after all (that’s
how capitalism works). Be warned; the uglier you are
the more it’s gonna cost you. But really, don’t take my
word for any of this. I am not a professional, and I don’t
have any experience in the field of ugliness, and if you
give me money I cannot solve your problems.

sd

Some ugly advice

Jen Siomacco

This kid is obviosly ugly considering he is wearing used toilet
paper on his face to cover it up. I would not recommend this
treatment but if you need it, then it’s there. If you need some
advice on what to wear to cover up that hideous, thing on your
neck then come to room 215 and ask for Russ who will give you
some ideas.
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