Lee Evey

Caroline Evey’s dad, Lee, laminated a banner made by the Class of 2003 and hung it on the fence in front of the Pentagon. Hundreds of Spartans signed the tribute.

Attacks alter lives
of WS students

By Lauren Decot
Managing Editor

Among the hardest hit rooms in the
terrorist attack on the Pentagon was
number 1D457. Junior Kristen Snyder’s
father’s office was 1D525.

“He had first and second degree burns
on his arms,” said Snyder. “He has minor
burns on his face and neck.” .

Snyder’s father was one of three men
who worked in Room 1D525. He works
for the Army Staff and had just returned
to the room. The other two men from his
office were out of the room when the
hijacked 100-ton airliner collided into the
Pentagon.

“He had heard about the World Trade
Center, but he was trying to get some work
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done,” said Snyder.

The ceiling inside Room 1D457

collapsed and the fire sprinklers came on.
Firebails exploded and spread down the
halls of the E and D rings. The explosion
caused extensive damage to support
columns on the first and second floors.
The room had just been reconstructed
as part of ongoing Pentagon renovations.
“For the construction, a wall had been

set up,” said Snyder. “The plane
ricocheted off the wall.”

Anxious students made calls
throughout the day, inquiring about their
parents and loved ones.

“Of course my first thought was about
my mom and whether she was okay. She
works for the State Department,” said
sophomore Valerie Vargas.

A state of confusion infused the
hallways of WS.

“The first thought that came into my
mind was what is going on?” said
sophomore Peter Fahim. A

Senior Jenna Soto and her brother
Jesse, a sophomore, lost their father,
Steven Jacoby. He was a passenger on the
plane that crashed into the Pentagon.

“It didn’t sink in right away because I
was still accepting the fact that America
was being attacked,” said Jenna. “Then
finding out your father was on one of the
planes was unreal.”

Jenna and Jesse are still attending
school, and have dealt with the situation
well.

“I think it’s hardest accepting the fact

_that he’s gone,” said Jenna. “You never

thought it would happen to you.”

Spartans face day
of terror, uncertainty

By Laura Robinson
Managing Editor

First the debris from the Pentagon

- came tumbling down, then the lines of

students came pouring into guidance.

On September 11, counselors were
swamped with messages from parents
trying to relay information. Students also
came to the guidance office to use phones
to try and reach their loved ones.

“In between classes I let students use
my phoene so they could call their parents
and make sure everything was OK,” said
counselor Ken Christopher. “We usually
never let students use our phones but
considering the circumstances it was the
least we could do.”

The main office and guidance office
were busy as students, parents and
teachers tried to figure out what was going
on. Everyone in the guidance office was
involved in the effort to help relay
information.

“We probably contacted over 100
students. Counselors, student aids and
teachers who weren’t teaching that period
were running around,” said counselor Dan
Zwicker. “It was very hectic but it

worked.”

In order to communicate well with
students, the counselors relied on their
training and expertise,

“We all have degrees in psychology,
counseling or social work and lots of
experience.” said School Social Worker
Florence Ferraro. “We used that when
talking to students and other than that we
just took deep breaths and spoke slowly.
Students were very reasonable and we
were all in it together.”

Counselors maintain that they will
remain committed to helping students
move past the events of September 11.

“If there are sufficient numbers of
students having a hard time dealing with
it, we will put students in-groups to get
through it.” said Zwicker.

Christopher and all the other
counselors reiterate that their doors will
be open to all students who would like to
talk or seek advice about the situation.

“We're here to help people cope,” said
Christopher. “If they 're still having trouble
we're here for them...The best thing for
students to do is talk to their friends, their
teachers and their counselors so they’re
not keeping it all inside.”
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Dear Editor, -

The events of the past week have been nothing but tragic. I
am at a loss of words to how deeply saddened I am about the
whole incident. I am taking it especially hard because I am an
Afghan-American.

For most Afghan people the news of the bombings and suicide
started on the 9. It was Sunday when [ heard about the
assassination attempt of the Afghan Northern Alliance leader,

Admad Shah Masood.He was the Anti-taliban leader of

Afghanistan. It was he who controlled five percent of the country
and who wanted demaocracy for the war-torn country.

On the 9 and 10 my family and I were constantly on the
Internet searching for news about Mr. Masood and his condition.
Two men posing as reporters had hidden a bomb in a camera
and it exploded in a conference room in which Mr. Masood was
in. Unfortunately he died on the 14, surviving almost a week
since the assassination attack.

On the 11 when I heard of the World Trade Center bombings
I knew that Taliban and Osama bin Laden had something to do
with it. Mr. Masood had been fighting all his life to get rid of the
Taliban militia. He wanted peace and he wanted women to be
free (in the September 2001 issue of “Seventeen” magazine,
there is an article about Afghan women and their censored lives).

The horrid and inhumane rule that the Taliban impose in
Afghanistan is not the view of all Afghans. Recent video tapes
of Afghanistan show that in the Taliban controlled regions,
supporters of the Taliban were breaking tapes and films because
they claimed it was un-Islamic to listen to music and to watch
movies. However, in the areas where Mr. Masood controlled, a
man was playing a guitar-type instrument that he had made out
of scraps.

Not all of Afghanistan is filled with uneducated, ignorant,
Islamic radicals. The Taliban represent the peasant population
in Afghanistan. With Admad Shah Masood, there was still some
hope for the Afghan people, but now the future seems dim.

Many people ask why is the Taliban hiding Osama bin Laden?
My thoughts are that he supplies the Taliban with artillery and
meney. That also answers the question of how the Taliban got
control of so much land in Afghanistan. With war fought in
Afshanistan since the Russian invasion in 1979, it has been 22
years of bloodshed, and now the future holds more. My hopes
are that with the United States weakening the Taliban militia,
the Northern Alliance will gain all of the lost land back, and a
real democratic and just government will come into place.

Not all Afghans are radicals, and not all Muslims live their
lives so constricted and dark. To be a real Muslim is in your

heart. Osama bin Laden is not. He has tarnished the image of

Muslims. Because of him, mosques have been vandalized,
Muslims have been harassed, and the Islam religion has gained

a bad name. The things Bin Laden and the Taliban have done to |

America and Afghanistan are unforgivable and heinous. All that

is left to do now is to wait and hope for peace and closure for the

‘Americans and Afghan families.
Julie Rahimi, senior

Dear Editor,

Allusions to FDR’s famous declaration of war on Japan have
predictably appeared in newspapers across the nation. “A date
which will live in infamy.” This is an appropriate description
for such a terrible day. ( ,

America is changed forever; it’s sad, but true. Now as I look
around the school, the city, and the entire nation, I see how an
unfortunate tragedy has brought this country together. Flags are
waving proudly, heads are bowed in prayer and remembrance,
scores of our citizens wait in lines that are six hours long to give
blood, enlistment rates have skyrocketed, the list goes on.

That terrible, cowardly act has brought America together and
a strong sense of patriotism has engulfed the nation. This truly
is the land of the free and the home of the brave. Once again we
have proven that when faced with any trials we will rise up and
overcome them as a united nation.

Mike Cryer, senior

Dear Editor,

‘When I find myself in times of trouble, Mother Mary comes
to me...” I believe this lyric from the Beatles song “Let it Be,”
could be the motto for our own country right now. Due to the
tragedy of last week, many Americans who are not regular
churchgoers decided to attend services on Sunday. In my church,
which seats 400, there were many people standing in the back. I
think it’s great that people are finding comfort in church and
prayer, but I also think it’s sad that this only happens for many
during times of crisis. I spoke with my pastor last Sunday, (he)

said the last time he remembered his church being so full (not
including Easter and Christmas), was during the Persian Gulf
‘War. Even though [ wish that this feeling of renewed faith would
last, I know that once this ordeal is over people will once again
stop going to church. People should realize that God is always
with us, not just in times of crisis.

Alicia Kirsch, senior

Russ Waddell
WS staff members proudly display American spirit by
decorating their classroom doors.
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“Today our country saw evil, the worst of human
nature.” —Bush

We never thought we’d see the day.
Living in and out, we were okay.
. We took for granted our free land.
But it could go by the strike of a hand.

We never thought we’d see the day,
when America would go underway
We will stand and fight,
no one will take us down tonight.

Lives lost at the blink of an eye,
mothers hold their children close and cry.
Together we will unite,
no one will take us down tonight.

Moments of silence or hours of grief
what has happened is beyond belief.
God, give us the strength to go on
and let the light shine with tomorrow’s dawn.

On the land, out at seas,
in the air and on our knees.
We all are one and together stand
no one can threaten our beaufiful land.

911 a day we will hate,
but one day we’ll walk through the pearly gates.
No one can take this nation down,
we are strong and together bound.

—Angela Fiorino

Dear Editor,

On September 11, America was attacked by terrorists. The
news doesn’t do nearly a good enough job of expressing the
sorrow and the pain felt by the victims family and friends. I
keep on hearing people say, “I'm still shocked” and quite frankly,
I’'m annoyed. Shock only last for certain amount of time, and
the ones who say are usually nowhere near New York and didn’t
lose anyone. I don’t mean to be attacking these people, but at
this point they 're most likely sad and angry, not shocked. I'm
angry too, after all, they attacked my country. There’s no shame
in being angry.

Now, I know we have Muslims in this country and I have
nothing against them, but those who cheered or applauded should
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be deported. I heard teachers say,

- _.H&D._m.mw.;_n “I hope we don't go to war.” 1
e hope we do, then we'll get a
m. H.m:wn: Uwow._“. - | chance to take out most of the
Wo@wﬂaumﬁ.ﬁm. world's terrorists. I hope their

Nayna Gupta children go with them because

: - | they'll grow up to become

i | terrorists also.
If and when we defeat bin
Laden we should take his money
and do something noble with it;

Laura Robinson

v | dont incorporate it into the
" Russ Waddell. national budget; feed the
 Phutosranhiv homeless, or feed the hungry. In

Africa, $300 million will feed a
lot of people. Also, let’s take the
oil, and give Jerusalem to the
Jews. By the way, there’s nothing
wrong with the word Jew.
Robbie Watkins, junior

_Photography Editors

Dear Editor,

On September 11 my safety and wooslm% were shaken. I stared
in amazement as I watched the planes hit places important to
this country. Yet through all this I felt an overwhelming peace. I
knew if I were to be a victim of one of these tragedies I would be
going to Heaven.

My faith in God was what held me through. I know that even
though this is a horrible tragedy, great things will come of this.
Our patriotism for one thing, we’ve come together as a nation
like never before. People are pitching in the rescue efforts, giving
blood, trying to help out in any way possible.

I’m inspired and thankful that we have such great rescue
worlkers, who are willing to give their lives for others. I've noticed
everyone being so much nicer to me than ever before. I can’t
wailt to see how we are going to grow and bond as a nation,

" Jason Elwood, junior

Associated Press

A New York Police officer wears a patriotic helmet while
searching for survivors in the World Trade Center.

Dear Editor,

The morning of Tuesday, September 11 came as usual.
Groggy and tired-eyed I rolled out of bed and found my way to
school. It was hard to get back into the groove seeing that school
was only in its third week but I managed. The air outside was so
crisp and clear that I could taste fall on the tip of my tongue.

I'm in class and ready to go and here come the
announcements. What do you know, we have to stand up and
say the Pledge of Allegiance. Barely standing, my eyes wander

“and the words hardly roll off my tongue. I'm only honoring our

nation’s flag, its just a task, something that we have to do every
morning and none of us see the point to it, right?

So fourth period rolls around and Mr. Griffin gets on the
intercom to tell us that we’ve been attacked. “The Twin Towers
have collapsed and the Pentagon is on fire,” repeats in my mind.
All T could think about was my mom’s final words from the
morning, “T'1l be at the Pentagon for business so call my cell if
you need anything.” I felt sick. My body was shaking, but it was
numb. Chills ran down my spine and tears streamed down my
face. I was speechless but my eyes said it all.

I ran to the office as soon as we were given permission to
call our families. After the painful dialing and two perpetual
rings, my mom picked up her phone. With shivers in her voice
she started to cry once she heard it was me. 1 told her I loved her
and she told me she said she was coming to get me. Everyone in
the office seemed to have blank eyes and scared thoughts running
through their head, I felt their pain.

As I walked back to class, thoughts screamed through my
head like frantic children running through a haunted house. Do
I feel angry, sick or sad? I felt like I was watching a horror movie
but it didn’t end.

I was in shock the next few days. As we were all recovering
from the horrible disaster at the same time we were uniting as a
nation. Flags hung, cars were decorated, prayer sessions held,
moments of silence hushing the nation and most of all the Pledge
of Allegiance said with pride. Is this what it takes to unite our
country? Millions of Americans rushed out to get flags meaning
that they didn’t own one before. It makes me upset but at the
same time proud. I'm sure we’re all confused in a time like this.

When I went to church the Sunday after the tragedy, I listened
to the sermon with both ears, instead of the usual one. He told
us that someone hung a sign that said, “God is no where.” A few
minutes later a man walked up to the sign and rearranged the
letters so it would say, “God is now here.” Although many people
turn to God in a time like this, some turn away. But I know that
there is a reason for all of this, and to all those people that don’t
see it, look outside. See how the nation shines now, see how
united we are. America is no longer a stubborn nation but one
that believes in itself. ,

It’s a beautiful feeling to stand up in class and say the pledge
with pride in my voice. No longer is it a task, but something I
look forward to.

Kristi Poling, senior



