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Librarian Stephanie Byrnes makes sure all the comput-

Virus ozﬁw_om computers

By Melissa Lipman . -
Oracle Editor

As if the technology staff didn’t already have enough
to do, on September 20 the Nimba virus hit WS servers.

Nimba is a worm virus that attacks computer networks
through Internet Explorer.

“[The virus] gets in through web browsing or email
attachments and replicates itself so that the network just
gets incredibly bogged down,” said Becky Brandt, WS’s
technology specialist. “Things just come to a grinding
halt.”

Principal David Smith and mamb& found out about the
virus, which attacked networks across the country, on
Wednesday afternoon.

“I got an email from the central network people at the

Department of Information and Technology,” said Brandt.
“They gave instructions and links for patches for the
server.”

WS was more fortunate than some of the other schools
in the county that became seriously infected with the virus;
only three of the teacher workstations in the school became
infected. Labs that use Macs were also untouched by the
worm, and people who used Netscape instead of Internet
Explorer to access the Internet were unaffected as well.

But now Brandt and the rest of the WS technology
staff are left with the task of updating the virus software
on all of the school’s computers.

“We have certified teachers that are on our technology
team, and they’ve been helping,” said Brandt.

See VIRUS, on Page 4

ers are‘free of the virus.

WHEFS gives WS airtime

By Mary Holloway

‘Special to the Oracle

Commentary

If it weren’t for HFS, I'd be a
Backstreet Boys junkie right now. And I
would have lost a chance to tell the world
what I think about terrorism.

It was six years ago that 1 made the
switch, turned the dial, and never looked
back to those other stations.

So it began on a Wednesday, the week
after The Attack. Everything was just
getting back to normal. I was writing
deadlines on a wall calendar in the
yearbook room when the phone rang. I
overheard a slight panic in Monique’s
voice seconds after she put the E:Em to
her ear.

“It’s HFS. They want high-schoolers
to be on their show,” she said with the
receiver dangling out of her open palm.

“Somebody take the phone.”

Before I could think about the Qm:mm?
of jumping off a table lined with computer
equipment onto a wobbly chair and then
onto a floor covered with kids sprawled
out over the carpeting, the phone rested
against my ear. So much for the decorum
of older, more experienced staff members.
It was WHES.

Could I be there tomorrow at 7 pm to
discuss the recent tragedies? Oh yes, I
would, and oh yes, I could.

A little over 24 hours later, I was
cruising down 1-495 with four of my
staffers toward Infinity Studios. We had
been called upon to represent WS in a HFS-
sponsored town meeting. I wish I could
remember that we were just five high

Superintendent makes

sophomore PSAT mandatory

By Lauren Decot s
Managing Editor

In the District of Colombia, the average
SAT score dropped 24 points for college-

bound seniors. These scores were the

lowest scores for DC’s public school
students in more than five years.

In Fairfax County, the average score-

dropped five points.

“In my opinion, the SAT testswas harder
than past years, resulting in a cumulative
decrease in average scores,” said senior
Brian Cable.

The average verbal score in the District
dropped to 402 while the average math
score sank to 396. This was a drop of 12
points in each category.

In Fairfax, the average combined score
decreased from 1098 points to 1093 points
from 2000 to 2001.

“Juniors and seniors are focusing their
time on doing well in their classes and their
AP classes,” said senior Stephanie Perez.
“Everyone i I probably spending less time
preparing for the SAT’s.”

The DC school system gives free SAT
preparation classes to all students who ask
to take such a class. Officials from DC have

S

announced that they plan on examining the
data to detect why the scores dropped so
drastically.

Fairfax County Superintendent Daniel
Domenech is taking action in an attempt
to improve scores overall. On September
21 school officials announced that
beginning in October all sophomores will
be required to take the PSAT, and the
school district will pay the fee for each
sophomore. The county is putting aside
$92,000 to fund the testing. In addition,
each student will receive the new Score
Report Plus. This will provide feedback to
each student based on his.or her pattern of
responses to the different types of
questions.

“] understand why the superintendant
eould want to make PSAT’s mandatory
because there is so much pressure for
students to do well on the SAT’s,” said
sophomore Lauren Kondo. “I was going
to take the PSAT anyway.”

Although the SAT scores posted by
Fairfax County decreased by five points,
it is still higher than the Virginia state
average which was 1011 points.

“I did better than the average,” said
senior Tanja Quinn. :wﬁm_% but I still did
better.”

school students ready to take
on the issues with the small
goal of changing the world in
mind. Actually, we were all
nervous, not knowing what to
expect.

The next hour and a half of
my life was a panicked blur.
There was so much that T was
ready to say. I had sa many
strong opinions and evidence
to support my views. I figured
that this would be the venue
to let it all out. T had my
questions written, my mind
made up, and I was going to
make sure that my voice
was heard. Well that’s what
I had planned on, anyway.

Junior Monique Patwary and seniors
Sam Jung, Scott Lawler, and Gabriela
Pierre were crammed in the car with me.
We arrived to talk about war, peace, fear
and the way things used to be.

WHFS DJ Tim Virgin talks with WS students and
autographs t-shirts for for them.

Courtesy of Mary Holloway

There was a sense of tension in the
studio, because no one knew what to
expect. We’d been called together and
there we all were, all wondering what the

See WHEF'S, on Page 4

Every year WS opens its doors to new
students and staff. This school year started
with two additions to the Guidance
Department: Kristin Hiemstra and
Michaella O’Brien.

Hiemestra graduated from the
University of North Carolina with a degree
in Anthropology. - After graduation she
pursued a career working for a news
agency, she then went to George Mason
University in 1997 in order to earn a degree
in education. After two years as a

counselor at JEB Stuart, Hiemstra made

the transition to WS.
“WS in my opinion, has the best

- Stephanie Morris
Juniors Katie Rice and Courtney Turco talk with counselor Michaella O’ Brien about
activities they should participate in during the year.

New counselors settle in

By Jenny Askin
Managing Editor

guidance program in the county,” said
Hiemstra. “T émm very excited to be apart
of this program.”

Hiemstra hopes to mnooEﬁ:m: E:nr
during her first year at WS. She is leading
several student discussion groups such as
Understanding =~ People, Anger
Management, and a dating group.
Hiemstra’s first month at WS hasg already
left a lasting impression.

“The students are driven, they seem to
be enjoying their school,” said Hiemstra
“It seems that everyone was a walking
advertisement for WS.”

While outside of school she enjoys

See COUNSELORS, on Page 4





















Amy McKeever
Jen Goertz from Thomas Jefferson HS and Brittany Selkregg

from Hylton HS dance the can-can at the Cafe Theatre.

By Amy McKeever
Entertainment Editor

Some people travel as far as Paris, France to sample
European culture. However, I prefer the short trek to Staunton,
Virginia, home of mullets and msoﬂm:nm for my own fixing of
European refinement.

This past summer, 1 spent three weeks at the Virginia School
for the Deaf and the Blind, located in Staunton, as a part of the
‘Governor’s French Academy program. While three weeks in
the sticks might not sound exactly like a cultural experience to
most people, it was one of the most meaningful and enriching
experiences I have ever had. :

The first day of the Academy, the 60 other students and I
sat outside on the terrace while our monos (resident assistants),
hailing from French-speaking countries throughout the world,
taught us various French songs, some that [ remember singing
in French class as well as some new ones. These songs kept
reappearing throughout the three week stay, particularly the
African song “Kilimandjaro,” which quickly became
everyone’s favorite with a memorable chorus of
“Kilimandjarooooo, Kilimandjaro mama, Kilimandjaro ye ye
ye, Ye ye Kilimandjaro.” Good times with that one, especially
on Africa Day. Z

We also had an Africa Day, along with an Africa class, where
I learned more about Africa than I ever expected to know, and
was more interested in it than I ever expected to be. On Africa
Day we did African crafts like hairbraiding, jewelry-making,
and tribal makeup. That evening , we had tolerable food for
once when my Tunisian Arabic teacher made us couscous, with
a little help from the monos.

: e ey e
Senior Amy McKeever performs a skit as part of a special

activity with her group.
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Arabic class was one of the most terrifying experiences of
my life. After Radhia, my Arabic teacher, attempted (o teach
us the Arabic alphabet and some catch phrases, I have complete
respect for all people who can speak this language. I still can’t
tell the difference between the letter rrt, and the letter rhh.

Basically all that I remember is, “Messmouki? Is me Amy,”

which translates to, “What’s your name? My name is Amy.”
But hey, how many other kids at WS know how to sing three
songs in Arabic? That’s what I thought.

But of course, while I learned a lot about African culture,
the Academy taught me even more about French culture. We
happened to be there on Bastille Day, July 14th, France’s most
beloved holiday, celebrating the storming of the Bastille at the
beginning of the Revolution. We had a funny mock trial of the
aristocrats and-got to watch all of our “suspects” be
“suillotined” in the. fake guillotine. We also split into groups
and made skits about certain aspects of the revolution. All of
these skits were hilarious. And to top the day off, we went to
the mall in Harrisonburg and ate at a Chinese restaurant, giving
us some communication with the outside world- although we
had to speak in French. Needless to say, that was an interesting
adventure.

In fact, the entire >nmam5w was an interesting adventure
for me. In some ways, it was an experiment for college, with
unbelievably hot dorms, little communication with family and
friends, and a totally new environment. But in other ways, the
Academy was a unique summer experience that made me
recognize my own love for the French language and my strong
desire to travel. I would have never thought that I would have
learned something like that in Staunton, Virginia.

Amy McKeever

A group of m:...nm..:m from all around S.d::.m reenact the storming of the Bastile on the French Independence Day festivities at

Governor’s School.

" monkeys. After our trek, we

Junior Nayna Gupta stands in front of a historic Balinese Hind

By Nayna Gupta
Viewpoint Editor

When my parents told me we would be spending the turn
of the millennium on the tropical Indonesian island of Bali, I
was thrilled. Located in the
Indian Ocean next to
Australia, I figured it would
be full of palm trees, exotic
beaches and spectacular
volcanoes. I had even read in
a magazine that Bali was the
number one vacation spot for
celebrities like Kate Hudson

and Bob Dylan.

The island’s. beauty
definitely mets " amny
expectations; Balinese

culture, however, turned out to
be more exotic than I could
have ever imagined.
Though I was keen on
trying whitewater rafting and
some local paintballing, my
parents insisted on taking a
day trip to a town called Ubud.
Full of historic temples and
art, I was convinced the Ubud
day trip would be a disaster.
For our first hour in Ubud
we had to walk through a
monkey infested forest,
carefully holding onto our :
sunglasses and hats known to
be favorites of Balinese

Junior Nayna Gupfa stands in front of th
a traditional Balinese Hut.

reached a historic) Balinese

Hindu temple called Ulu Watu. Built during the 11th century, '
the temple was vmﬂn:ma on top of a steep cliff overlooking the
Indian Ocean.



Em&mn s\oo%u:
Juniors Rachel U<_6. Jessie Greene, and Priyanka Tandon
stand in front of the Bay Bridge.

By Priyanka Tandon
News Section Editor .

My bones shiver as every drop of rain hits my already
soaked clothing. The wind delivers another teeth chattering
blow in the 50 degree weather. I still can’t believe it’s June.

But oh wait, it’s Australia.

Last summer [ traveled to Australia for a soccer tournament.
While I was there many interesting dialogues took place.

On our way home from that drenching day out on the
practice fields, our tour guide, Matthew, suggested we always
carry extra “jumpers.”

“Jumpers?” my friends and I asked.

“Yeah mates, jumpers like the one [ have on
Matthew was wearing a blue sweater.

‘We didn’t want to look stupid so we just smiled and nodded.
Later we found out that “j ” were sweaters and

JUumpers
sweatshirts. It would have probably been useful to know that

9

he responded.

on those rainy days.

Our next language misunderstanding occurred when we
asked Matthew if we would need our bathing suits at the
recreational park we were going to.

_ : Arvind Gupta

u temple Ulu Watu with her familiy and friends on a vacation.

of ExoticBalis

The high point in our trip to this temple was watching local
Balinese Kucheyec dancers perform the story of a famous
_ Balinese epic. While the women danced in vibrantly colored
costumes, the men, dressed in sarongs, provided the background
_ beat and music using their
voices. :
Somewhere between
this exotic temple and
walking through the
monkey forest, my family
decided to stop at Dirty
Duck, a local restaurant
known best for its cooked
duck. Turned off by the
restaurant’s un- appetizing
" name, I opted for cream
pasta instead. Ironically,
the thick cream and Bali
heat didn’t sit well, and
within an hour I had
serious case. of food
poisoning. -
BEven.with my violent
vomiting,JJ was still able

By Lauren Decot
Managing Editor

My father has never had any desire to travel abroad. He
stands by the notion that there are plenty of places in z..n us
that he wants to see before he voyages overseas.

to experience and learn From my experience this past summer in France, I know

about a new culture and NOW wrong he is. T had the best time going on the French trip
" country. Along with its With WS French teachers Joelle Torreele and Laura Bruckmann.
It was amazing to see all of the places firsthand that I had
studied in class. -

Along with thirteen other students, I went to France in the
beginning of the summer. We landed at Charles de Gaulle
airport in Paris, and we stayed in the airport for about an hour
before catching our flight to Nice in the south of France. While
we were waiting, we saw Dick Clark standing nearby reading
a newspaper. I didn’t Iook too good being that I had been on a

exotic beaches and
scenery, visiting the
intricate Balinese.temples
built thousands of years
ago, made our trip to Ubud
ten times more fascinating
than any Smithsonian
exhibit. I eventually tried
some paint balling, but
even now, almost two years later I remember our day trip to
Ubud the most clearly.

Arvind Gupta

= room where she slept every night, typical to

and searched for my camera and pad of paper. Amazed to see
him, I walked up to him and asked him for his autograph. His

A trip dow

red-eye flight for the last eight hours, but I shrugged that off .

Mariah Woodson
Junior Priyanka Tandon tries to pet a xm:mm_.oo inan
Australian Zoo:

Matthew (in his Australian accent of course) said, “Bathing
suits? Why in the name of the queen would you need suits to
bathe?”

One of us politely responded, “T EocmE there was going to
be a pool there.”

Matthew: “Yes, there is but you won’t be Umnﬁ:m el

Us: “Ummmm...well are we not mzoémn_ to use it? For
swimming?”

Matthew: “Of course you can!”

Us: “Well then we’ll need our bathing suits, right?”

Matthew: “Oh I think you mean a swimming costume?”

This was answered with laughter from all of us.

Most of our other excursions went on without many glitches.

We got to experience high tea with scones which was quite
refreshing.

Our boat cruise on which we saw the Sydney Opera House

was spectacular. Also most of us underestimated the furious
winds that accompanied travel on the seas. Of course Matthew,

‘all warm and snug in his jacket and “being the gentleman that

he was, reminded us once again with a smile on his face, that

we should have brought our “jumpers.”

Joelle Torreele

Senior rm:_.m: Decot sits with friends in front of fountains at Centre Pompidou in an area called Bombourg.

Alleg; viensenfrance

young, blondhaired wife took our picture!

- We spent about four days in Nice, where I got the most
awful sunburn of my life. T was so excited to be on the
Mediterranean that I stayed on the beach for six hours. Madame
Torreele took great care of me though, buying me bottled water,
body spray for the burn, and purple flowers to make me feel
better. I'm not sure how I managed to stay there that long
though, because all of the beaches in Nice have rocks instead
of sand which makes for a less than comfortable stay.

After exploring the south of France, we took the TGV to
Paris. We saw all of the places that Paris is known for, such as
the Louvre, the Arc de Triomphe, and of course, the Eiffel
Tower. The sights were so incredible, especially the Eiffel
Tower. We went up it at night, and we saw the entire city in
lights. It was a great way to end our trip.

My dad marveled at the pictures I took, but a picture could
never compare to seeing a sight such as Notre Dame in person.
He can say all he wants that our family needs fo go see Yosemite
or the Grand Canyon, but in the meantime, I’ : enjoy trayeling
abroad.






















10. Throw them in your ne

6. Build a leaf castle and spen

Top 10 things to do with the leaves
@ after you finish S_csm
%

e 7%

9. Set them on fire.
8. Donate them to charity.
7. Set them on fire.

5. Set them on fire.
4. Leave them in a pile in the front yard.
3. Set them on fire. 3. Sweetwater Tavern-American-Falls Church (703) 645-8100
2. Fill up your significant other’s car and leave a
note that mmuag. “don’t ever ‘leave’ me baby.” " 6. Bertucci’s-Pizza- (703) 313-6700
1. Set them on fire. |

ighbor’s u\ma

Carlyle Grand Cafe, of Great American Restaurants is one of the =...=mm :
GAM resaturants to make the #1 picks.

d the winter in it. #1 Homecoming dinner picks

1. The Melting Pot- Fondue-Reston (703) 264-0900
- 2. Shiro’s-Japanese-Burke(70 3) 913-1300

4. Qutback-Steaks-Burke (703) 912-7531
5. Mike’s American Grill-American-Springfield (703) 644-7100

7. Duangrats-Thai-Falls Chuch r(703) 820-5775
8. Kinkead’s-Seafood-DC (202) 296-7700
9. Carlyle Grand Cafe-Exotic American cuisine-Arlington-
(703) 931-0777
10. Yanigan’s Yards-American-DC (202) 644-1071

Just ask..

~< it’s a mystery!

O By Angela Fiorino
ETC EditaF - 1 .

Last year you might have found her

“ _ - sleeping in her car, nicknamed, “Jimmy
Blue” on Rolling Road at 6:30 am. But

now she’s got a parking spot and her 1987
GMC will be parked in spot 140 only

very involved in her church youth group at
Messiah Methodist. She enjoys riding

., minutes before the bell rings.
. _ Qur mystery person is a leader of
Fellowship of the Christian Athletes and

_Compiled by Russ Waddell | _Compiled by Emily Miller

bikes, going to the beach, playing softball
and watching movies. Her list of favorites
includes, “Cable Guy,” “Dude Where’s My

-Car,” “Tommy Boy” and “School Ties.”
OAR and Everclear are often in her CD
player and you’ll never se¢ her carry a lunch
bag since she waits until after school so she
can get a Cold Cut Trio with lettuce, tomato,
cucumbers and mayonnaise, sour cream and
onion Baked Lays and a Pepsi at Subway.

She is known for being able to make : il

 herself heard down the hall, and times some,  After taking a chunk out of a I::mm:m: whack _um_uumn: .

backwards she talks. expresses her dissatisfaction.

Monday Friday
. . Llove Seed Mama
The Donnas @ Jump w/
930 Club Laughing Coldrs
£ s VEootball vs. TC-730 @ 930 Club
T @@ e 10 11 12 a3 14
LiGermamy@ |f 2 .. ) : Coll Fair-
930 Club Homecoming week Volleyball vs. Ann-530/7 . mmew m_wmq
Sum 41 @ 930 Club
Columbus day Field Hockey vs. Field Hockey @ e _ x ) ~ |Megadeath @
. polleybel @ VFootball vs. Rob-730]
NO SCHOOL = LkBrdk-530/7 2 WPot-4/515 Annandale-615/730 : : moa%oamm 930 Club
: 17 18 ; 19 . 21
moEon Sleep in! ; - Field Hockey @
haha PSATS! TC-615/730
Basement Jaxx w/ V[Football @ WPot-730
Ugly Duckling @ | Field Hockey vs. | The Beta Band @ Volleyball @ : _ 5o Co tour @
930 Club LkBrdck-515/4 930 Club Yorktown-530/7 _1/2 Day 930 Club
22 : e 24 25 26 27 28
Puddle of Mudd @ : : :
930 Club
Good Charlotte @ Volleyball @ : i
930 Club  Yolleyball vs. TC-530/f WPot-530/7  V|[Football @ Hayfield-730 -
L 30 31 Novemberl| ST . 3 4
Stiokes w/ Moldy Peachps
@ 930 Club VFqgotball vs. Westfields-130
Halloween =~ : End of First Quarter




