H

Cross (

_ountr Yy captures

WS leads county

In sports transters

By Melissa Lipman

Laura Robinson
Oracle Staff Writers

The Oracle has learned that a recent
report about a Fairfax schools policy
allowing students to attend schools outside
their boundaries exaggerates the number
involved.

WS, however, still has the second-
highest number of so-called “pupil
placements™ in the county, and the highest
number of pupil placements in varsity
sports. The report fueled charges earlier
this year that WS recruits student athletes.

Pupil placement is a process that allows
students to attend a school outside of the
district in which they reside if they have
academic, medical or emotional reasons.

A parent makes a request and fills out
a form at the base school,” said Principal
David Smith. “The principal of the base
school puts a recommendation on the form,
and the form goes to the school being
requested. That’s me.”

After the principal of the requested
school approves the transfer, the form is

sent to a county schools official, considered
a neutral third-party.

A student may be pupil-placed at WS
for academic reasons: that their school does
not offer the AP or IB diploma or classes
not available at their base school. Students
can also be pupil-placed for medical or
emotional reasons, but not for sports.

WS is an AP Diploma school, and offers
uncommon classes such as American Sign
Language and Japanese.

The Fairfax Journal reported that WS
has had 44 pupil-placed varsity athletes on
four teams over the past four years. The
Journal counted those 44 students from
girls and boys soccer and basketball. The
highest numbers were 18 from girls
basketball and 16 from girls soccer.

“Of those 18 girls playing basketball,
10 of the 18 parents taught here. This is
four girls who were counted a total of 10
times,” said Smith. “One thing that I think
was unfortunate in this was that this person

See PLACEMENT, on Page 5.

The Fairfax Journal  stirred up controversy about the number of pupil placement

File Photo

students at WS who also participate in varsity sports.

WS Guidance Director Eleanor Saslaw presents senior Omar

distinguished award of Hispanic Merit Scholar

.m:mm:mmxaa
Yacoubi with his

Merit scholars study hard

By Melissa Lipman
Oracle Editor

This year WS has four National Merit
Semifinalists: Seniors Drew Brooks, Katie
Freund, Jason Strempe and Brendan
Williams.

When juniors take the PSAT, they are
automatically entered into the National
Merit competition.

“Students receive three scores in math,

verbal and writing,” said guidance director
Eleanor Saslaw. “These three scores add
up to the selection index that is monitored
by each state, and the highest half of one
percent [of students] in each state become
National Merit Semifinalists.”

National Merit Commended, National
Hispanic scholars, semifinalists and
Referred students are announced in the fall
of the following year. WS National
Hispanic scholars include seniors Roberto
Garcia and Omar Yacoubi; also, senior
Arielle Koester is a Referred Student in
the National Achievement Scholarship
Program. WS also has 18 Commended
Students.

Students can put these recognitions on
college and scholarship applications. :

“I’m excited,” said Brooks. “I hope it’s

going to help me get into colleges and get
some scholarships.”

To become finalists and receive
scholarship money, the semifinalists now
have to fill out another application” that
requires their GPAs, transeripts and other
information.

“I fill out an application and put down
the generic extra-curriculars and write an
essay,” said Williams. I forget exactly
what the [essay] question is, but it’s pretty
open-ended.”

WS honored the distinguished students
on October 25 with a short reception for
the honorees and parents in the Career

" Center.

“When you think of these students who
qualify, it’s pretty proud because they’re
in the top of the nation,” said Saslaw.

Some businesses and universities also
offer individual scholarships or grants to
honorees. But even without any money
prizes, many still consider the National
Merit recognitions to be a great honor.

“This is a real high profile kind of
honor,” said Principal David Smith. “I
know people who were National Merit
winners in high school, and they were sill
listing that on their resume when applying
tc doctoral programs.”

Field hockey spirit day goes awry

Hazing complaint \oxm&, JV team to E&% a quick change at school

By Nayna Gupta
Viewpoint Editor

line. Though wary of the outfits, attention for dressing people up.”

Normally, junior Tabby
Gassler would not wear red
spandex, green shorts, white
soccer socks and fluorescent blue
eye shadow to school. But when
the varsity field hockey team
decided it would be fun to dress
the JV girls up for the day, Gassler
went along with the idea.

Halfway through the day,
however, field hockey coach
Shannon Matheny told Gassler
and the other girls they had to
change because the
administration was concerned
that the outfits fell under the
category of hazing.

“T was uncomfortable with the
outfits when I heard one freshman

Elina Khaykin

The JV field hockey team shows off their silly outfits that the
varsity girls dressed themin foraspiritday .

player comment in a giggly voice, Because county regulations
‘This is totally hazing,’” said are strict when it comes to hazing,
senior administrator Joan Galdi. the administration has to be
“Then I knew it had to stop.” careful about where to draw the

the administration was happy
with the way in which the coach
and the girls handled the situation.

“I thought coach Matheny
handled the situation with
sensitivity, and the girls were also
very cooperative,” said Galdi.

The captains and players on
the varsity team did not think the
incident was hazing because all
of the JV girls agreed to be
dressed by their “big sisters™ on
varsity, While the players did
think asking the girls to change
was unnecessary, they also
thought it added to the humor of
the situation.

*I think them having to change
made the whole thing funnier,”
said varsity captain Jess Potter. “T
didn’t think we’d get so much

In the past, other teams have
also embarrassed their underclass
teammates. During her freshman
year as a player on the varsity
soccer team, senior Emily Baskin
came to school dressed in a
chicken suit.

“I didn’t mind doing it, it was
one of my most memorable days
at WS,” said Baskin, “I laughed
the whole day.”

Even though Gassler didn’t
mind changing out of her
embarrassing outfit, she doesn’t
understand the administration’s
motives.

“] don’t really think it was
hazing because the whole JV
team agreed to do it,” said
Gassler. “No one was forced to
do it, it was just for fun.”






ike Ara]

Business/Systerms Editor

i

at

BE

e

i

S
2
e
e

.

R

dggyer

il
el
-
e

o

s
—
e H-.m_. %Mwwm.
m.v
T .&‘

.mm.mk..,m

.
=










e
s
.

e
el

i
AT
S




n
e PR

e




8 S ERORACLE

By RachelW ohlers
Oracle Staff Assistant

The average Monday talk: “What
movie did you see this weekend?” It’s
just a part of teen life; teens love to see
movies. However, now instead of paying
eight dollars to spend time with friends at
amovie, there is a club at WS where movie
viewing with friends can be done for free.

The new movie club meets three times
a week in club sponsor Henry Horn'’s room,
room 52, to watch a movie. There is no
specific type of movie that the club
watches. It varies, all depending on what
the students would like to watch. After each
movie a club member volunteers to bring
in a movie for the next meeting.

A few weeks ago the movie club
officially began. Some students, including
seniors Brian Hrolenok and Billy Yi and
junior Ben Mould got together, all with the
hopes of beginning a club that would
satisfy their interest in the movie industry.
The members of the club vote each week
on the movies they would like to watch
that particular week. After viewing the
movie they discuss a variety of topics
which range from the plot of the movie, to

Russ W addell

Junior Emily Stevenson films her friends after being inspired by a movie club meeting

for the movie

NOVEMBER 16, 2001

buffs of WS

the similarities.and differences of a
director’s films, to how the theme of the
movie personally affected the members
themselves.

“We mostly watch movies, although I
wanted it to be more of a movie-making
club,” said junior Ben Mould. Although
the club watches more movies than it
produces, it does spend one of its three
weekly meetings working on a movie
production and the club’s members have
already produced a movie.

The movie club also permits the club
the freedom to choose the movies they
would like to view, although parents have
to sign a permissions sheet before their
children can watch “R” rated movies.

“We watch a lot of movies that we
would not be allowed to in a typical
classroom setting,” said Mould. “That
[freedom] really makes the club
enjoyable.” "

Becasue the club was just started, most
WS students do not know it even exists.
However, members expect it to gain
popularity as it becomes better known.

Movie Club is the greatest,” said
sophomore Shana Coffey. “Everyone
should join.”
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Another season has come, and with it comes its typical
annual moneymaker. Winter’s is snow shoveling, spring and
summer is grass mowing, and with fall
is leaf raking.

As kids some of us used to run
around the neighborhood and ask to
rake the neighbors’ yards for a minimal
amount.

“Tused to rake leaves, but I stopped
because I hated the manual labor,” said
senior Billy Henline.

However, as mature high school
students, we no longer do that just for
personal profit.”

People Power is an organization set
up for school students to raise money
for an activity or club, such as crew or
band.

They
the motivation to rake their own yards,

By RachelW ohlers
Oracle Staff Assistant ~

Sophomore Mari
infront of heryard.

rake leaves for people who do not have the time or
or for those who find it

a Dietrick rakes ._._m leaves

the money

physically impossible to rake a yard. Many of these people
dare extremely generous.
“Some of the people we raked for gave us hot chocolate,
and one lady even baked us a cake,” said sophomore Meghan
Kelleher. “We charged a set amount,
but some gave us more than we asked
Tar. ,
Despite the cool fall temperatures or
the pain of having to spend a Saturday
raking leaves, People Power can still
be something to be looked forward to.
“I liked doing People Power. It was
fun to rake leaves with my friends, even
though it was really cold,” said
Kelleher. “The people we raked for
were really nice and we found out a lot
about them. Mostsof the people were
old and really kind.”
So even though it’s not the same as
when we were kids, at least we are
earning money for a good cause. And that’s better than earning

'omacco

money in the warmer spring season mowing lawns alone.

Nlonsters and wizards

and clones,

By Erika Kim
Inside Story Editor

1 3

The leaves are falling, the temperature’s dropping, and it’s
time to bust out the hot chocolate. So get nice and cozy in the
movie theater with that special someone and a bucket of warm,
buttery popcorn and catch one of the latest flicks.

The well anticipated movie; “The One”, was released on
November 2. In this new action-packed movie martial arts
master Jet Li travels between parallel universes, killing off
different versions of himself.

Also on November 2, “Domestic Disturbance™ starring John
Travolta was released. Travolta plays the divorced father of an
eleven-year-old boy, and when he finds that his son’s new step
father is not what he appears to be, he sets out to save his son’s
life.

I think ‘Domestic Disturbance’ would be good because
it’s action, thriller, just everything combined,” said freshman
Jessica Butler.

For a completely different kind of movie, catch “Monsters,
Inc.” It stars the voice talents of Billy Crystal and John
Goodman. This animated picture {rom Pixar includes monsters
_that are big and hairy and even some with one eye. It is a

delightful little tale of a girl named Boo who accidentally

oh my!

journeys into the monster-run company, Monstropolis, which
specializes in scaring kids, only to find that the monsters are
more afraid of the kids than the kids are of the monsters.

On November 9, the movie “Shallow Hal” starring Jack
Black and Gwyneth Paltrow was opened. This movie is a
comedy about a womanizer who undergoes hypnosis and comes
out only seeing a person’s inner beauty and not the person’s
actual physical appearance. He falls in love with a woman who
appears to be gorgeous but tums out to be extremely obese in
reality.

“[ want to see it [*Shallow Hal’] because Gwyneth Paltrow
is one of my favorile actresses and because the movie looks
really funny,” said junior Tiffany Luong.

On November 16, the movie that people of all ages have
been waiting for will come to theaters. Based on the best selling
novel by J.K. Rowlings, the movie “Harry Potter and the
Sorcerer’s Stone™ will take the viewer into the fantasy world
of witches, wizards, magic wands, potions, and flying broom
sticks.

2

“] think ‘Harry Potter’ would be cool,” said freshman
Jonathan Mundell.
good plot.”

“It looks like it has good graphics and a

The brilliant colored leaves along Hillside Road give the scenary a new lool

Autumn bring

back to the gre

ByPriyankaT andon

News Section Editor ’

pui

Orange, red, yellow, green, and even some brown surround
the narrow two way road. Every now and then an arc shaped  fo:
pull off comes into view. Small, quaint and peaceful houses Fa
cover the land below. vis

Thousands of people visit the Shenandoah Valley every year.
Skyline Drive is a popular attraction of the area and many WS sai
students travel there. fee

Senior Kristin Eichhorn and her family just journeyed to
Skyline Drive in September. The family had a picnic, hiked,  vis
and took in the beauty. grc

“Mountains are very cool. It’s a lot of fun to get away from 30
all the traffic jams,” said Eichhorn. “I can even smell [the in:
season| of fall there.” 3

Other families g0 to mwﬁEo Drive to simply just drive and ~ “It
enjoy the scenery.

“It’s relaxing to see the leaves,” said junior David Royfe.
“There’s so much nature; it’s amazing.”

In addition to Skyline Drive there are closer alternativesto

enjoy the season of fall. A group of juniors visited Cox Farm
in Centreville approximately 30 minutes from Springfield.



similar to that of Skyline Drive. St

s students

at outdoors

“We thought it would be fun to be little kids and play in the
pkin patch,” said junior Erica Repa.
The group took a hay ride, swung on ropes, played in the
m pit, ate free apples, and drank free cider as well. Cox
'm also has a petting zoo, where the animals can be fed by
itors too.
“The visit helped my transition from summer into fall,
1 junior Patrick ém_m:.. “Plus, I went to see the goats and
d them.” :
Others that wanted to bond and get into the season of fall
ited a Emuwmmou in Fredericksburg were WS’ select musical
T:ﬁm_ Personality, Pizazz and Madrigals. The group took a
minute hayride around the plantation. They swung on ropes
1 haybarn, played various games, and sat around a campfire.
“The hayride was awesome,” said junior Cari McCluskey.
[the trip] really got me into a fall mood.”

33

Junior T eneesha Routier comes to school styling in her knee
length skirtand black go-go boots.

It’s all ab

By Heidi Sfiligoj

Entertainment Assistant

5 her outfit.

They, along with designed d

This fall,
jackets and the facemasks.

body in.

Sweaters are nice,
twist. Long,
with a bang and a definite

~ must-have for any reader of

Cosmo or any one concerned
with being en vogue. They
are popular within a wide
range of colors. Camel,
howeyver, is a favorite of the
season.

Now what to wear with
the sweater? Plaid pants,
colored corduroys and
decorative denim, are all fine
choices. They spice up the
cold weather dnd add some
tang to the everyday life.

“I love colored corduroys
because they are unique. I'm
also into  studs and
rhinestones because they are
fun and not found on your
average day clothes,” said
sophomore Lisa Giarrana.

There are many times
‘when a person has to look
cute and an obvious one is
when a guy or gal is out in
the woods, playing in the
leaves, and chilling with that
special somebody. This calls
for a swank bucket cap, a
chunky scarf, and matching
gloves. Yes, scarves are back
in, The childhood terror of
bundling up is gone.

If it’s the whole celebrity style one is trying to accomplish,
then just remember this one word:
pants among the celebrities just keep getting lower and lower,
until...whoa! How low did she go?

it is all about looking .mooa.
Yeah,
comes to being fashionable, there are better things to hide your

and this year they come with a creative
sweeper sweaters that tie around the waist are in

Forget the big, fat ski  edge. [

they are warm. But when it

get the look of the boot. Tall

Sophomore Jennifer W estnot only wears turtlenecks because
they are in fashion but also to keep warm.

other people think,”
low. Everyday the styles of
This fall,

So,

“There’s so much

nature; it's amazing.” .
junior,

—David Royfe,

3

Maagie Atieberry

whatever it may be, boots are in.
be creative with them, but as long as the boots are there, the

E.uh.?.n L__nmvm.s.

Freshman Lindsey Elieff wears a scarfto add alittlezestto

out style

Low pants don’t always have to be drastic.
which will always come in low riders,
enim,

Lace-up jeans,
are rising in popularity.
give jeans a little bit of an

Stylish clothes are important, but don’t forget about the
shoes. They are just as important as anything else.
short,

, This fall,
chunky heel, pointy heel;
Any color, any size. One can

feet look good.

Different “looks™ are also
in. The punk look, the city
look, the rebel look, the
vintage look: everyone has
their own style.

“I like the rebel look
because it gives me a good
feeling,” said sophomore
Josh Butler. “I go for the
whole James Dean thing
because 1 think it's
awesome.”

Accessories must also be
a part of the whole outfit,
and this year hoop earrings
are the way to go, along with
chain belts and fishnets.
Have fun with accessories.
They elaborate on a style
and they can be funky
without getting too out of
hand. :

Uniqueness is always the r
best way to go. Why care
how everyone else dresses?
New York fashion expresses
this very idea, and more
people should try to do so
also.

“I definitely love the
whole city look. I just love
clothes and the trendy stuff,
and I don’t really care what

said junior Emily Lenzer.

Now that the looks are known, go out there and get them!
nobody wants to be a victim of the fashion police.
get the desired look, and flaunt it!
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By KatieW alker
Oracle Editor

It’s rare to see a group of
music artists with such diverse
sounds as Michael Jackson, P.
Diddy, Train, and *NSYNC all
play at the same show. On
October 21, the all-day United We
Stand—What More Can I Give
concert at RFK stadium brought
together over 25 performers with
a variety of music backgrounds.

The concert benefitted the
American Red Cross Liberty
Fund, the Salvation Army Relief
Fund, the Pentagon Relief Fund,
and the Rewards for Justice fund.
With all profits going toward the
victims of the September 11
attack, the concert attracted all
kinds of music lovers. WS
students were among the crowd
that packed the stadium.

“I went because the money
went to a good cause and also
because they had good bands,”
said senior Rebecca Weiner.
“*NSYNC was my favorite, but
I was very impressed with Billy
Gilman’s performance because
his music went off, and he started

ENTERTAINMEN
United We Stand concert benefits

singing a capella. He did a very
good job.”

Some students went to see
their favorite bands but also
enjoyed the performances by
artists of whom they are not usual
listeners.

“My friend had a ticket and
asked if T wanted to go, and I
thought it sounded exciting,” said
junior Heather Bouley. *
*NSYNC and Aerosmith did a
good job, but I also really liked
seeing the people you don’t hear
a lot like Bette Midler and James
Taylor.”

The groups did not perform
according to the schedule because
it took longer to set up between
acts than the concert organizers
had previously anticipated. Some
groups, including The Goo Goo
Dolls, Train, and Mariah Carey,
performed hours behind
schedule.

“I was disappointed that I
didn’t get to see Train because
they came on so late,” said
Bouley.

While a lot of people went
home before the long concert was

1 Jackson who was last. I

Each Office Is Independently
Owned And Operated

PHILIP BROWN
REALTOR

it

ir

STEVENS, REALTORS
3401 COMMISSION COURT, SUITE 101
LAKE RIDGE, VA 22192
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e Stand concert io begin.

over, others opted to stay until the ~stayed until he came on,

I—I NOVEMBER 16, 2001

9/11 victims

Rebecca W einer

SeniorSuzanneW ong, junior Heather Bouley ,and senior Gillian Ramsey waitin excitement in their
seats near the stage for the United W

3

said = supportive of all of the

junior Krista Roper. “He was the  performers.

“] saw all of it, I was there biggest part of it; people were
until one in the morning. A lot of ~ screaming really loud for him.”

The United We Stand concert  didn’t,” said Roper. “But it was
-appealed to a variety of musical  nice that all different artists could
e how late it was, 1 tastes, but people were generally — come together for a good cause.”

Broadway rhythm
visits the DC area

t I came to see

By Jenny Askin
Managing Editor

Broadway is dark tonight. Popular
Broadway shows are finally making the
trip from the Big Apple to the Nation’s
capitol.

controversial musical “Rent” will be
playing at the Warner Theater in DC. The
show will run for five days and shows start
-at 8:00 pm, except for the Saturday
matinee show which starts at 2:00 pm.
Tickets range from $25-55, and can be

Eve Ensler ,theauthorof“TheV agina
Monologues,” one of the shows coming
to town, performsin hershow .

purchased either on the internet or through
ticket vendors.

“Rent” is highly controversial to some
because it deals with a group of friends,
couples and ex-lovers who battle with the
realities of homosexuality, AIDS and
death.

Along with “Rent” the colorful and
lively musical “Cabaret” is coming to the
Metropolitan area. “Cabaret” will perform
on D.C.’s Broadway from December 26
until the 29. *“Cabaret” has had several well
known Hollywood stars take over the lead
of the sexy, and scintillating role of Sally.
Stars like Joely Fischer, Teri Hatcher, and
now more recently Brooke Shields have
taken the opportunity to portray Sally.

“Cabaret” takes place in Berlin, in a

Starfing November 13, the

“Some people liked one
particular group, and other people

“Rent,” is a popular Broadway musical
thatiscomingtotheW arner Theater .

seamy nightclub called the Kit Kat Club.
Sally is a singer and star at the club. The
musical deals with highly controversial
issues like alcohol abuse, sex, and
pregnancy. .

Last year the WS chorus took a trip to
New York where members had the chance
to see shows on Broadway. Senior Alicia
Kirsch, who is also involved with the WS
theater program, was one of the students
who got the chance to experience the magic
of Broadway.

“l think it's awesome we
live so close to a place
where we can see these
great shows.”

—Alicia Kirsh, senior

“I saw “Rent” and it was awesome. The
whole theater was geared toward the
show,” said Kirsch. “My friends and I
waited outside to meet the cast members.
It was really cold outside and we waited a
long time but we finally got to see them.”

Kirsch and other WS theater buffs are
excited to have the opportunity to see these
popular shows here in D.C.

“I think it’s awesome we live so close
to a place where we can see these great -
shows,” said Kirsch. “I can’t wait to see
“Cabaret,” I know all the music, but I have
never seen the show.”



s ST

h el

P e

mewr\m\_‘&umm o n : o } S B
wMNaM\.W% = : : e s = e
P SR S :
o - : : e Y
: S







said senior Sher

za.uaqns.s.u@ e
- good at participat-|
s onty ‘Na m_qu.nm_sm




notonly “Parsifal, *Stories about heroic deeds and holy grails

sure ow someo ple







SEmn
s

: e L
AT e S e
g i i3 Ty ﬁ,wxaww.
SR i i 2
St SN e :
- - .

ey = e -
ﬂwh@@ = . -
. 5 MMM%L i e

%%mwﬁmw@wﬂwwlﬁ% e

e
e L e
Snh R
s e e e
.
: S
-
-
e
e
-

e
o

; _
o :
e !
— . ;
s
T G TELl
XA e

R
i e
e -
e : e i
ST 3 T =

5 S e

3 B e e, e
m ey Qs
A e i
e

- e e
an
Amwm%m\uwww e
T Sha \Mu@.ﬁm.v bt

,n.
e i
e :
= - ; =
3 e e
S :
= :
M.mﬁwmmr%.

b

B
3 ,wwlm.xﬁf.w. S R Lt > 2 SR
ey e R lsnn e o : -
: T i e 5 : L Sl
e A e 5 - = EEmcorci e .
S e R & ro
; i S : S ;
s e e S A . s e St m_\m.mm%wl.
- : y wistband ol el ke
: : : e S
o b1t whst [ have o iibe o -
¥ e . e
: St : i e
s = sl

A

R

e
i
9

-
T e







T

Nothing says the beach like WS’ s own parkinglotseagulls.

S G el

Atsome 3u_..wmm_. Hallowen decorations stay up
aslong as Christmas lights.

Photo essay by
Russ Waddell |

Chip Kreuger (12), Ryan David (12) and Jeff Day (1 1) sporting the
latestinwomen® s(ormen’ s?)fall fashion.

A beautiful sculpture of who knows what ona

Juniors Emily Lenzerand| ’
background of vibrantly colored leaves.

latestguy’ s (or girls?) fashions.

(o)

1da Tuesday : : Ihursday Friday Saturday/Sunday

The Taj Mahal Cake
¥ @ 930 club | @ 930 Club
‘ Wear whatever you
: ‘George Clinton and Early Closing Thanksgiving want and no one
the P Funk Allstars . will laugh-day
Kittie @ 930 Club @ 930 Club  |The Cult @ 930 Club 0.AR @ P30 Club
26 27 28 29 30 December 1 2
- Pete Yorn ;
@ 930 Club Jaguares @ 930 Club| Misfits @ 930 Club .
3 4 5 §) : 7 3 9
Girls bball @ .
. Chantilly-4, 545, 730[7Y Wrestling
Gymnastics @ Herndon-p . : 3 jamboree
Swim & Dive vs. @ Col. Forge- .
Tiny Tots-Augitorium-930 TC @ Lee Dist.-6
10 1 12 13 14 15 16
; - Gymnastics @ Hayfield-J |
Boys bball Holiday band concert
@ Lee-4, 545, 730 Auditorium-7 Breakfast w/ Santa-7




