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to online alternative

Financial problems force shift to Internet

By Lauren Decot
Managing Editor

Students having a full schedule with no
room for The Oracle or The Olympian
staffs no longer have a reason to be
uninvolved with WS journalism.

Club Mirage, a new after-school club,
is open to all students who would like to
participate in a school publication but do
not have the necessary room in their
schedule. The club was started by junior

Mai-Khanh Nguyen and currently has 50

members, of which 20 are active.

“There are students who would like to
participate in a school publication because
we wanl our voices to be heard since we
have good things to say,”
“But because of our schedules, some can’t
commit to taking the necessary classes so
this is a good alternative. The club is also
for people who want to put their after-
school time into something worthwhile that
can make a difference.”

said Nguyen.

The goal of Club Mirage is to publish
a magazine that pertains to all aspects of
student and teenage life. Some of the
articles are directed specifically toward
WS students, while others are aimed at
students in general.

“The topics that you find yourself
talking about with your friends are the kind
of stories we feature,” said Nguyen. “We
have articles about the basics: fashion,
movies, music, and news, but we also have
articles that are an extension of these basic
topics by going deeper and farther by
exploring the connections between a
student’s outside and how these issues
affect them on the inside.” ;

The sponsors of Club Mirage are
government teacher Jamie Morris and
business teacher Eric Hardman.

“Club Mirage is her [Nguyen’s]
brainchild,” said Morris. :mw@ _Em
organized the whole magazine.”

Initially, the magazine was going to be
on paper, but now the focus has shifted to
becoming an online publication. The
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Club Mirage member junior Hasan Sarsour discusses Club Mirage
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Jen Siomacco
s plans with co-

editor Jennie Jeon. Club Mirage is now going to be posted on the Internet.

reasons for this change are because of
financial restrictions, and also because, the
magazine can reach more people if it’s
online.

“Money is a huge problem,
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said

Nguyen. “We have had all of our articles -

and pictures ready since November,
however we are holding back until we have
the money.”

Once the necessary funds have been
raised for the magazine to be printed on

paper, Club Mirage will be having a pre-
sale of the magazine during both lunches.
~ “We would like everyone to come by
the tables outside the cafeteria to check out
some of the sample pages and see why
Mirage is the ultimate publication,” said
Nguyen.
Club Mirage is open to new members
at any time. There are no requirements to

See MIRAGE, Page 5

“in the winter.
Jennifer Owens’s leadership.

Katie Rice

Senior Stephanie Shaw, and juniors Laura Unterholzner, Karen Burnett, Melanie Pearsall and Shanna

Jackson enjoy Club lce’s glow sticks.

The glow sticks were included in the admission price.

Club Ice melts winter chill

By Camila Casillas
Sports Editor

Snow is one crucial thing that
WS has been missing this winter,
but on January 12 students got
the chance to dance surrounded
by snowflakes at WS’s first
winter dance, Club Ice. !

“Every year, SGA . and
Student Congress have wanted to
have a dance before prom, but
after Homecoming,” said.junior
Bugenie Ko. “But no one ever
took the initiative before now.
We had Sadies, but that wasn'’t
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class and student congress all
took a part in setting up for the
dance. They decided to make the
winter dance have a club
atmosphere and called it Club Ice.

“I know a lot of people in the
school aren’t 18 yet and can’t go
to clubs, so it was a good idea to
make it a club atmosphere. It was
cool to just go and see everyone,”
said senior Trey Jordan.

Most of the work done for the
dance was completed solely by
WS students. Students in the
leadership class were put into
groups and assigned topics, like
publicity and decorations.

To support the winter club

mood, Student Congress and
leadership handed out glow sticks
and decorated the cafeteria with
snowflakes. There were also
flashing strobe lights and a black
light set up.

“We thought it would be fun
to hand out the glow sticks, *“ said
junior Jonny Styron. “People
were wearing them and playing
with them.”

Students could wear their club
clothes or just come to the dance
dressed casually.

“Some people were dressed

See CLUB ICE, Page 5

Alumni pass on
college wisdom

By Melissa Lipman
and Laura Robinson ;
Oracle Staff Writers 1

Close to 100 students got a personal look at college life recently
when almost 20 WS graduates returned to the Career Center to
talk about their colleges with them. ,

The program, on January 4, was open for all students in both
lunches and English teachers Mary Love Wynne and Katie
Faircloth brought their classes down. 4

Career Center Specialist Susan Rexford organizes this o<o2
- annually and thinks it’s a good opportunity for students. She also
limits the program to only WS graduates.

See ALUMNI, Page 5

Maggie Atieberry

WS graduates from various colleges around the country sitina
panel type setting to answer WS students’ questions.
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After 18 years Peduzzi hasn

By Melissa Lipman
and Laura Robinson
Oracle Staff Writers

Some teachers are full of addages and
aphorisms. But for social studies chair
Connie Peduzzi, that’s an understatement.

“You know how I have the saying
“What are you doing? Playing tiddlywinks
with manhole covers?’” said Peduzzi.
“[My students] brought me [a manhole
cover] one day — rolled— a big manhole
cover and put it up here in front of the
room. I couldn’t move it; they told me they
just found it in the woods. I told them they

“My typing teacher said |
would never be a
secretary, so | decided to
be a teacher.”
—Connie Peduzzi,
government teacher

weren’t going to graduate if they didn’t
take it out.”

Though Peduzzi has taught at WS for
18 years, she has lost none of the vivacity
she had as a cheerleader in high school.

“I was very bubbly, talkative, perky,
probably flirtacious,” said Peduzzi. “I
loved it. I went to a high school with about

Some students trade Spartan
orange and blue for Army green

Many students join the military because of money
issues. The military offers to pay for college.

By Camila Casillas
Sports Editor

FEATURES

450 in the senior class, but we only had
nine cheerleaders so it was really
competitive to make the squad.”

After high school Peduzzi attended
Slippery Rock University in Pennsylvania
where she majored in physical education.
But when she found she’d have to complete
artigorous swimming program, she decided
PE was not for her.

“When I grew up, women had three
choices: We could be a teacher, a nurse or
a secretary,” said Peduzzi. “I worked as a
candy striper at a hospital and that did it
for me. My typing teacher said I would
never be a secretary, so I decided to be a
teacher.”

Of all the subjects she’s taught, Peduzzi
prefers political science.

“I like the intrigue of politics,” said
Peduzzi. “If I were going to do anything
different I'd like to work on the Hill, and I
actually had considered a career change
seven or eight years ago, but I decided I
didn’t want to get into the downtown DC
scene at that point in my life.”

Peduzzi has also taught in
Pennsylvania, Alabama, Georgia,
Kentucky, Korea and North Carolina, but
she likes WS the best.

“My proudest moment was being
selected by the Class of 2000 as the Teacher
of the Year,” said Peduzzi.

She would title her life story
“Adventures and Challenges”™—

We can all name someone we know who is a part of
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“They pay for education. It’s a great opprotunity, so
when I get a job they will see that I was in the military
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’t lost her flair

Jen Siomacco

Social studies chair Connie Peduzzi discusses the workings of congress with one of

her AP government classes.

adventures being her frequent travel with
her Air Force husband and challenges
being the death of her son Danny in 1992.
Throughout all her experiences, Peduzzi
has been able to rely on students for fun
and fulfillment.

“The worst time teaching was coming
back after my son died and trying to get
up and come to school and focus, and that
was so rewarding because my students
were so helpful and so considerate,” said
Peduzzi.

With seemingly unlimited energy, she
keeps busy and fit outside of school.

“I run at least five days a week and 1
lift weights,” said Peduzzi. “I’ve won

Senior Pil Burnide

several competitive races in my age
bracket. I play tennis and I’m going to take
up golf. I like to read, particularly
biographies.”

She plans to learn to play golf so she
can play with her husband, her son,
Michael, and her soon-to-be daughter-in-
law. As far as her family goes, she’s
looking forward to her son’s marriage in

September and maybe grandchildren in the
future.

“Ilove kids, I really do,” said Peduzzi.
“They make me laugh. I love teaching
seniors because you can always joke with
seniors, have fun with them and get right
back on track.”

the military, so it isn’f a surprise that some of students at
‘WS have decided to join the military after they graduate.

“My mom said that I should look into the military, so
I did some reasearch about it,” said senior Chris Wood.

Our area is filled with military personel, which has
influenced some students’ decisions to joining.

“I knew I've wanted to join for a long time. I have a
lot of friends whose parents are apart of the military,”
said senior Mike Mazie.

This year especially, more people have been thinking
that military work is very important and honorable.

“I want to be in the Air Force because I would like to
get a chance to fly someday, said Mazie. “It would be an
honor to wear a suit that represents our flag and what it
means.”

and it will help me get a better career,” said senior Phil
Burnside.

After Burnside enlists, he will be sent to boot camp in
Great Lakes, IL.

“After that I get schooling for five to six weeks and
I'1l get posted at a naval shipping,”’said Burnside. “It is
really cool [ have to be on ship for 6 months and get to go
to classes. It’s like a big city on a boat.”

A few years ago during peace time, students didn’t
have to worry about going into combat, but now during a
time of war that has become a distinct posibility.

“It hasn’t made me change my mind about going to
the Coast Gaurd. I want to get there quicker and help out,”
said senior Matt Peters.

In the class of 2001, 11 students from the graduating

plans to enlist in
the Navy after he
gradusates from
WS this June.
After being sworn
in on Sept. 18 he
will be sent to boot
camp in lllinois.

Russ Waddell

class joined the armed forces. For the class of 2002, the
number of students who decide to enlist won’t be known
until June.

“Ive always wanted to do Search and Rescue” said
Peters. “I chose US Coast Gaurd because I think everyone
should serve their country.”
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One man beats

Entire girls volleyball team defeated by one man with a message

By Angela Fiorino
ETC. Editor

£l

One man beating the entire girls
volleyball team? Impossible.

Not quite. On Sunday, December 16,
Bob Holmes, the nationally acclaimed one
man volleyball team, came to WS to strut
his stuff. This Fellowship of Christian
Athletes (FCA) sponsored event housed
about 50 kids, 80 pizzas, five staff
members from the FCA Northern Virginia
-office, six former Redskins, coaches, the
girl’s volleyball team and of course,
Holmes himself. Flying in from California
only an hour before his performance,
decked out in a red, white and blue warm-
up suit, Holmes was ready to play.

“When he first came out, I was like,
who is this guy?” said junior Chelsea
Mazella. “But once he started talking, he
was teally smart and he really opened me
up to stuff I wasn’t open to before. His
playing one person against the odds is
really symbolic.”

After feasting on free pizza in the
sport’s lobby, everyone was rounded into
the gym and Holmes began his routine by
facing last year’s JV girl’s volleyball team.

Somehow they just
couldn’t beat a man who
had won 14,000 games
and only lost a mere 200
in his career.

He had a laptop setup on a table next
to his side of the court which he used to

broadcast his theme music across the
loudspeakers. He announced to the crowd
that the girls could play the ball off the
ceiling, off the walls, off the bleachers, and
the audience could even hand it back to
them. He also gave them incentive by
saying he would buy them each a steak
dinner if they could beat him.

the odds

After his victory against Eyyﬂ
girls, Holmes invited every guy ..
over six foot to come down to the f {
court to face him in a match.
Seniors Jeff Evans and Masood q
Naderpoor and juniors Josh Wilson,

Eric Davis and Marshall Ausberry, were

just some of the giants facing Holmes,

One man volleyball team, Bob Holmes, beats the players of the Minnesota Vikings.

Sliding across the court on their knees,
desperately trying to return Holmes’
seemingly supernatural serves, the girls
dove for every ball. But somehow they
just couldn’t beat a man who had won
14,000 games and only lost a mere 200 in
his career.

“I took it as a fun experience and I
enjoyed playing against him,” said junior
Monica Bermudez. “I expected him to
beat us to begin with, but it was still fun.”
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but they just couldn’t seem to take it home.

This time Holmes promised he’d put
ten dollars in each of theii pockets, and he
even gave them a few free-bes but their
main problem was returning his “Psycho
Serve.” For this wild antic, Holmes would
throw the ball ten feet into the air, make
some weird body movements then spike
the ball across the gym. This serve was
never returned.

“He was really good. His serves were
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hard to return because they had a lot of
spin on them,” said Wilson.

When Holmes was finished
embarrassing students from WS with his
outstanding skills, he hushed the entire
gym and began to talk serious. He
impressed upon the students how
important all of their lives are and that
everyone should try to “beat the odds.”” He
coined this phrase using examples like,
“they show ads of a man drinking a bottle
of liquor and having a great time right
there, but they don’t show what some of
the affects could be five years down the
road.”

He also incorporated Bible verses and
Christian teachings to prove his points. He
said, “there’s no sin you could commit that
God would not forgive. There’s hope for
everyone.”

“He had a very inspirational message
about staying alive and not committing
suicide,” said Wilson.

At the end of his speech, the sponsors
of the event passed cards around for
students to sign if they felt that they were
ready to make a commitment to God.
While this was going on, Holmes faced six
former Washington Redskins, and although
they were strong and tough, their muscles
could not beat the odds. .
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By Denis Ing =
Sports Editor

Its a bird, its a plane, NO it’s SUPERMAN!!!

That’s what they say about my hero. I have always wanted
to be like Superman. With his laser shooting eyes, flying ability
and his bullet-repelling body. If I were like Superman I would
not need a car because I could just fly to where I wanted to be.
I would not have to ask someone to open the pickle jars, I
would be strong enough to open all of them. I would never
have to pay for someone to weld something for me; I could
weld it myself.

I donot think anyone has ever met Supérman but if someone
does I want it to be me. Just for him to shake my hand and
crush it would be a memory that I would always cherish.
Despite the pain that would surge through'my fingers and hand,
I would still admire him. i

away

I would be his side-kick, mini superman. We would be the
most feared crime fighting duo ever known to the world. We
could stop terrorists, hostage situations and crime. We could
fly at the speed of light together just doing stuff. We could get
paid lots of money for doing jobs. The girls would dig my
super strength. They would want me- to sign autographs and
would fall over themselves if Superman and [ were together.

~ My parents would never have to buy another house because
I could make one myself in about one minute. Superman and I
could do everything together. In one day we could save the
world and have time to come home for a well earned dinner.
Everything would be great; nobody would mess with us. -

Whenever someone started to hurt another person Superman
and I would be there to'stop him. The world would be peaceful
only if my hero and [ were together. If only my hero and T were
together.

Superman (left) stands proudly in his
traditional uniform. He flies away once again
to save the day (center). Superman cleverly
disguises himself as Clark Kent (right).

“And I will stand by you forever
You can take my breath away
I can be your hero.”

- Enrique Iglesias

Life lessons

By Priyanka Tandon
News Section Editor

Good ol’ Dad—my Papa.

My names for Papa have varied my whole life. When I
was about five until about age seven or eight, I used to call

. him Jit Papa. Jit is Papa’s first name.

I fluctuated from
Dad to Daddy to finally
settle on Papa. Papa is
always there. No matter
how late or how mad I
make him, he’s still
always ready to deal
with me.

In sixth grade I had
to do a project on aliens
for my GT class. Of
course, being the classic
procrastinator, I waited
until the night before it
was due to start the
project. My project
became the family’s
project, with Papa
leading the pack. Papa wasn't happy that I had waited until
the last minute, but nonetheless, he helped me.

Now Papa isn’t perfect. He’s always, without exception,
late. He has a saying—_My name is J-I-T: just in time.” He's
a scatterbrain. More than once he’s forgotten to pick me up

- holds any malice towards those who cross him. He says it

from various activities. (Thank God I now have a license.)

With his many faults come great virtues as well. He never
sa
waste of his time. He imposes and practices extremely strong
morals and it’s these unbreakable morals that he has
embedded in me. I look up to Papa a great deal, and when
I'm not sure of something, I remember his morals.

5 Also, he calls this a
virtue, but I'm not too
sure—he thinks
waiting until the last
minute is the best way
to do things. He says
the last minute is the
best because under
pressure, incredible
things occur. Yeah,
okay Papa, whatever.

I know when he’ll
look back on life, he
will never forget the
endless hours we’ve
spent on math and
physics homework.
The crying, yelling,

Varun Tandon
Junior Priyanka Tandon and her dad make snow angels together.

and him not letting me give up—it’s all there. :

In case it’s not obvious, I adore Papa. Out of everything,
he’s taught me that the most important lesson (so far) is to
persevere through everything. From Jit Papa to Jit, he is and
will always be my hero.

:m_c when you feel lik«
inside you and be stro
see the truth that a he

Hear Je

By Melissa Lipman
Oracle Editor

Dear Mr. Attorney General John Ashcroft sir:

You are my hero. My friends, in fact, pretty much everyont
who knows me, probably wouldn’t believe this but let me
wholeheartedly assure you that I am completely genuine.

Johnny—oh, well, since you’re my hero, do you think |
could call you Johnny? Thanks. Anyway, I just wanted to tel
‘you what a political genius I think you are. I, for one, coulc
never have been brilliant enough to decide to block terminally
ill patients in Oregon from receiving life-ending medicine unde:
the state’s assisted suicide law in the “aftermath of 9/11."” (It’s
the latest catch-phrase. I'm a big fan, how "bout you?)

Now, the nuance, the suave chivalry of this particular move
may escape most people, but I get it. See, while most Americans
were trying to come to terms with one of the worst events ir
modern history, you, Johnny boy, were able to put your personal
suffering aside and attack other citizens’ rights to make theii
own decisions about their lives. Bravo, Johnny.

See, you make me proud to be an American. You're the
kind of guy I want to hold up to the rest of the world as a
poster-child for America’s “return to normaley.” Heck, I'd like
to hold you up to the world as an image of a good, red-blooded
American. Then I'd like to apply for Canadian citizenship.

Just kidding there, Johnny. Seriously though, I know
everything’s going to be okay as long as guys like you are still
hacking away at the rights of the terminally ill and others.

. Attorney General John Ashcroft testified “brilliantly”for the S
anti-terrorism policy.

“Though nothing will driv
‘them away, we can be her
just for one day. We can b
just for one day.”

David Bowi

“You know my
goes my hero ¥
There goes my
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> hope is gone look
ng and you’ll finally
ro lies in you.”

Mariah Carey

=nate Judiciary Committee on criticism of the administration

hnny

Actually, my favorite of your recent remarks, and trust me,
with the richness and variety of your words picking a favorite
is not easy, came when you addressed the Senate Judiciary
Committee.

In response to criticism of the administration’s new counter-
terrorism measures, you could have gone with something trite
like, “The ability of these critics to voice their thoughts even
in the face of recent events proves that the cries of the fall of
the Bill of Rights are exaggerated.” But no, instead you said,
“[Critics] tactics only aid terrorists for they erode our national
unity and diminish our resolve. They give ammunition to
America’s enemies and pause to America’s friends.”

See, I like the way you think. You don’t want people to
pause to think. No, no, that’s a waste of time. You want America
to move like a great, frightened herd of wild animals, charging
without a care-about whom or what gets trampled in the process.

And frankly I'm just disgusted by the barrage of websites
out there spreading negative thoughts about you, Johnny. While
surfing the net, I came across johnashcroftsucks.com,
www.stopasheroft.com, www.geocilties. nosxmmﬁzmmmw_..nqom
www.stopjohnashcroft.org, etc, :

Johnny, with your blessing, I"d like to start another website
to counter these negative influences:
www.helpashcroftstompoutcivilliberties.com. What do you
think, Johnny?

Sincerely yours, 3 _
Melissa Lipman

S

hero, the one that’s on there
atch him as he goes.
hero. He’s ordinary.’

Foo Fighters

- doughnuts and beer. And sure,

* saxophone for her performance

xcellent

By JD Kaleem

Business/Systems Assistant

D’oh! That’s him. Homer Simpson. The greatest dad on
Earth.

Sure, he may seem dumb and shallow sometimes. Sure, his
diet consists of nothing but

he may have the manners of a
chimpanzee. But his intentions
are always good and he never
fails to get a burst of laughter out
of me.
_He’s the typical American
‘dad—in such an untypical way.
Remember the one time he
sacrificed the money he had
saved for an air conditioning unit
to buy his daughter Lisa a new

at school? He even got the
saxophone engraved with her
initials. And yes, he did end up
ruining Lisa’s night at the end,
but in his heart, he was trying to
do nothing but good.

How about the time he went
crazy a la The Shining and
almost murdered his whole
family? Okay, that wasn't a great -
thing to do. But, hey, it was
hilarious.

Episode by episode, he's
accomplished so much in his life.

He got accepted into the elite society of The Stonecutters,
was hailed as their god, and then was kicked out.

Io_..zm_. Simpson is one of the most popular T.V: dad

D 7, h /

L]

There’s also his ill-fated adventure of trying to bring “Jebus”
into the lives of an island tribe untouched by the marvels of his
civilization. They ended up becoming gambling-addicted
drunkards, but, all Homer was E\Em to do was bring them
salvation.

O:nm, he purposely stuffed all
the food he could find, including
Play Dough, down his throat until
he weighed. enough to be
considered obese in order to work
from home. His laziness further
led to the close-called explosion
of a nuclear reactor, which he was
able to stop with his Sﬁanﬁq
large bottom.

How about the time he joined
NASA and went to space, only to
end up ruining the space station

-and getting kicked out after
causing havoc on his mission.

Bill Clinton, Bob Dole, Jimmy
Carter, and George Bush are just
some of the celebrities that Homer
has met. :

He was the official mascot for
the Springfield and Capital City
baseball teams, the President of his
own Internet Service Provider, and
most impressive of all, he defied
the laws of two-dimensional
cartoons and crossed into the

S.  three-dimensional world.

Homer’s a great guy. His values and accomplishments are
ones that anybody, especially me, would like to have. Too bad
he’s not a real person. D’oh!

“Did you ever know that wc::._m_ my hero?
You’re everything I wish I could be.”
Bette Midler

o

Siste

By Marianne Shaddrix
Features Editor

rly

On September 11, heroes were born. Virtually every
American put New York City Firefighters on a pedestal and
their selfless acts of bravery will always be remembered.
However, my hero hasn’t saved anyone from a burning
skyscraper. She hasn’t found the cure for AIDS, or walked on
the moon, but my sister Lindsey is m:{mua someone [ have
always looked up to.

Lindsey and I have been told many times that we are as
different as night and day. She is the neat and organized stellar
student who is able to succeed at anything she puts her mind to
whether it is academic or athletic. I on the other hand an quite
higgeldy-piggeldy, and while I'm not a bad student, I feel like
I will always be referred to as just “Lindsey’s sister” by many
teachers who have taught us both.

I think it is hard for most teachers to forget my sister. She
was well liked by virtually each and every teacher she had at
WS and managed to graduate last year with a 3.9 GPA.
However, I look up to her for more reasons than that.

‘Lindsey has always been there for me when I've needed
her. If T ever have relationship problems I know she will always
be there to listen to me vent and then offer her best advice,
even it's just a simple, “boys are stupid sometimes.” On days
when it seemed like everything [ owned was dirty, the closet in
her room was always just a few feet down from mine. While
borrowing her clothes for the day severely angered my sister,
most days she just sighed, made a wise crack to my mom, and
let me be as long as I proniised not to let it end up in :ﬁ dark
abyss of clothing on my bedroom floor.

I knew before she went away to William and Mary last

August that things would be different for me with her gone. _

The size of ny wardrobe would undoubtedly shrink, and I

love

wouldn’t have her wise advice to guide me through when the
going gotrough, although I have realized that AIM is a Godsend.

When she comes home periodically, things return to the way
they used to be for me and Lindsey, though I like to joke around
and tell her that since she has left the Shaddrix household, she
is no longer the Alpha-Child However, in my eyes, she will
always be the Alpha-Sister whom I love.

Jen Shaddrix
Junior Marianne Shaddrix and her sister Lindsey pose
together at a New Orleans Mardi Gras shop.
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Friends

By Jenn Carlson
Weekend Editor

After eight long seasons, NBC's
“Friends” contract will expire at the end
of this season.

The friends have come along way since
the very first season. This hit comedy
about six close knit young friends in New
York City first started out just as a show
about a coffee shop and the adventures of
twenty-somethings in the real world.
Dating, food, jobs, and friendships were
the problems they faced on a weekly basis.
But as the friends grew older, the problems
grew, too.

Anyone who keeps up with the show
will be aware that many changes are
happening in the lives of all six of the
characters. The most obvious is that
Rachel, played by Jennifer Aniston, is
pregnant. Suddenly, the friends have been
thrown into a situation that none of them
have really experienced before.

Dr.

“Rachel is having a baby, so they have
to be more mature,” said junior Emily
Hatch.

The plot has recently centered around
this news and how Rachel, as well as her
friends, are coping with it. The pregnancy
has made some of the friends a lot more
serious.

The wedding of Chandler (Matthew

“They used to joke around
about things like preg-

bk

nancy.
—FEmily Hatch, junior

Perry) and Monica (Courtney Cox
Arquette) has also revealed the growing
maturity of the friends. Their relationship
has grown and matured as well and reflects
the decisions now being made. Not only
are the characters maturing, so is the
vocabulary. Viewers are finding the
language a little bit different from how it
used to be.

Benton leaves the ER

By Jenny Askin
Managing Editor

The NBC hit medical drama
“ER” takes a lickin’ and keeps on
tickin’. In its eighth season the
show has lost the majority of its
original cast which included
“Oceans 11”7 star George

Clooney. This past December the

show took another blow when Dr.  Dr. Benton is just one of the characters to leave ‘ER’ this season.
lost many key actors it is still
number one in its Thursday night
time slot. “ER” is a part of the
popular NBC-themed See TV”
lineup which includes “Friends,”
“Will and Grace,” and “Just Shoot
Me.” More recently, “ER” has

Benton aka Eriq La Salle left the
show along with his on-screen
girlfriend Michal Michelle.

The last episode was dramatic
as Dr. Benton fought for sole
custody of his son Reese and
saved the life of a six year old gun
shot wound victim. The main
conflict of the show was that
Benton had to choose between his
hours at the hospital and his son.
Benton decided to quit working
alongside the infamous Dr. Salle,
Romano and applied for a
position at a surgical referral
center in order to gain custody of
his son. In the end Dr. Benton
gets his son, his new job, and a
sentimental present from Dr.

Carter, played by Noah Wyle.

It seems as though the
producers of “ER” just sprang the
exit of La Salle on viewers. There
were only a few commercials
promoting the event.

Actors make up the minority
core of the remaining cast
members. This year actress
Sherry Stringfield returned to the
drama after leaving the show to
pursue other career interests. La
however, will not be the last
cast member to leave the show
this year. It has been reported that
the actor who plays Dr. Mark
Green will be leaving “ER” at the
end of the season.

Even though the hit show has

The return of the bands

Guitar department holds new event

find themselves growing

Faced s__z..a :._o_..m real _.ﬂm tqoc_m_.zm._ Em..:_m:n._w, old jokes ,_._m<m Ummn.oam a new reality.

“I think the jokes are dirtier,” said junior

Krista Roper. “I did not think they used to
say bad words.”

Problems behind the scenes have also
made the look of some of the characters
appear a little bit different. Perry, after a
long bout with drugs, has been reported to
have attended a rehab program to try to kick

medical drama

been pitted against rival CBS’s
“ES 1> “ER “has
won the battle with the popular
CBS drama, but by close margins.
Each show pools in an average of
27 million people every Thursday
night. With the highly anticipated
departures of other “ER” cast
members it is certain that “ER”
will continue to be one of the
most powerful shows on TV.

ol

By Mike Araj

Business/Systems Editor

From metal to rock to punk, a
variety of music will be playing
in the WS auditerium on
February 2. The first ever Guitar
Winterfest will be held.to allow
WS alumni and their bands to
play.

“It is a great opportunity for
high school students to see what
happens to bands after their
members graduate,” said guitar
teacher Keith Owens.

The idea for the concert was
thought of by Owens and seniors
Adam Aft, Ryan Houston, and

David Panczykowski, members
of the guitar ensemble.

“It will be like a battle of the
bands, but not just for WS

- members,” said Aft.

The event will take place in
the auditorium from 7 pm to 10
pm with tickets costing from three
to five dollars. Many students are
looking forward to the concert.

“It should be really good
music for cheap,” said Aft.

The many bands scheduled to
play include last years Battle of
the Bands winner “Lunar Dawn,”
as well as “Otis,” whose members
include junior Brian Hunke and
Aft.

“It is a chance for bands with
graduated members to play [on
stage| with the large speakers,”
said Owens.

While the event takes place on
a Saturday, a large crowd is
expected to support this first
annual festival. The proceeds will
go to pay for the expensive event,
of which most costs are going
towards the speakers the bands
will be using. However, any left
over profit will be given to the
guitar department.

“[It is] very beneficial to buy
more guitars,” said Owens, “we
need them.”

up

the habit.

“Chandler looks skinnier because he is
off drugs,” said freshman Joann Cassano.

Overall, everything about Friends has
changed.

“They face many more difficult
situations,” said Hatch. “They used to joke
around about things like pregnancy.”
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‘Star Trek’ beams up

By Jason Gillis
Viewpoint Assistant

Kirk, Picard, Sisco, Janeway,
and now captain Archer.
“Enterprise” the fifth major series
of “Star Trel,” began last fall.

The new series takes viewers
back in the early stages of the
“Star Trek” world. Aided by
technologically advanced allies,
the human race built the first deep
space ship, “Enterprise.” They
take on a mission to transport a
new crew on a voyage of
exploration.

The fourth series “Star Trek
Voyager” left with high ratings,

nmmu members of the new “Star Trek” series ._mzﬁ_ﬁ:mn that began last fall.
phase pistols, grappling hooks, The show looks to answer

ENTERTAINMENT

books to go along with the series

JANUARY 18, 2002

A [
again
first encounter with a time
traveler.

The reliance on new creatures
and small technological advances
gives the show a new feature of
injuring crew members and

_showing the techniques of
treating the crew with leeches and
other small insects.

The series got an overall good
rating from WS students, but
switching to the past has gotten
criticism.

“Forget the prequel do the
sequel,” said sophomore Jamal
Mahboob. “Tt’s annoying to first

watch a series in the future and
then to watch another series in the

which ended its series last May.
This gives “Enterprise” an
optimistic view. With the defeat
of the Borg, the worst enemy, the
series had to revert to the past for
more excitement, which causes
irritation to some.

The show helps support the
inferiority of the federation, the
human earth alliance, by creating

short range shuttle craft, and not
using transporter pads as a mean
of getting around. The items
were created to show the
technological regress of the
“Enterprise” series, but some
students do not agree.

“The ship looks too futuristic
for the time that the show is based

on,” said sophomore Kyle Hayne.

questions like “Episode 1” of the
Star Wars series has done. Going
to the past in a series of shows or
movies is a theme that has caught
on in the Science Fiction genre.

“I like how they explain how
everything got started,” said
junior Troy Sigman.

Along with the television
show, “Star Trek’ has published

of shows.

“I read the books associated
with “Enterprise” and the
television show does not have the
detail that the books have,” said
freshman Shiloh Hansen.

Captain Archer and his senior
staff have already encountered
many new species by making
friends, enemies, and having their

past.”

The series looks to continue
the “Star Trek” way by attracting
viewers and keeping old watchers
watching.

““Enterprise’is a good show,”

‘said sophomore Adam Boltik. “Tt

will do well because in the past it
has been a traditionally good
series.”

Watch out for the TV craze

Different genres of TV out to capture teenage minds

Popular ...B:._m&_ Malcolm in the Middie” is one of the
many shows the TV viewing world watches.

Lights, camera,

Hollywood joins the dance
The movie industry continues to
celebrate the art of dancing in movies

By Jen Berne
Weekend Editor

Every Thursday night I rush to my TV set like a hungry
animal impatiently waiting for its dinner. It’s a little
pathetic in that I won’t let anything disturb me for nearly
three hours. If there’s any unfinished homework, forget
it baby.

Television has changed immensely over the last three
years. Now there are shows to fit everyone’s entertainment
needs. The latest rage has been the reality shows like
“Survivor” and “Temptation Island.” I've never gotten
into those shows, but I do know a few people that
congregate at a local friend’s house just to watch
“Temptation Island” together. While time is scarce these
days, students still find a little time to catch their favorite
shows.

“My favorite shows are ‘Road Rules’ and ‘The Real
World.” I watch those shows whenever I have time which
usually isn’t very often,” said senior Laura Plimpton.

action:

Dramas first entered the television world nearly 20
years ago. Of course there were a few on television but
now there are copious amounts. Some of the favorites
around WS are “The Practice,” “ER,” “The West Wing”’
and “Judging Amy.” Teenagers and adults alike enjoy
dramas of this sort.

“I tend to watch dramas like ‘CSI” and ‘The Practice’
they’re so much like real world living,” said freshman
Ashley Linder.

The third genre of the TV watching world is comedy.
Shows like “Friends,” with over 20 million viewers per
episode certainly top the chart. Other popular comedies
include “Will and Grace,” “Spin City” and “Malcolm in
the Middle.”

“I’m definitely into comedies,’

3

said junior Jimmy

Sites. “I want to watch television and laugh.”

While configuring your schedule to see if it’s possible
to squeeze in your favorite show and finish your trig
homework, make sure it’s worth it. After all, it’s only TV
and there are always reruns.

By Nayna Gupta
Viewpoint Editor

When “Saturday Night Fever” debuted
in 1977, it was an instant success. its
provocative dance moves, catchy
soundtrack, and sexy cast brought in over
100 million dollars.

“Most movies don’t have good
dancing, good songs, and John Travolta,”
said senior Chelsea Poling.

While the movie sent ripples of disco
fever through the country, it also created
a new movie genre. Over the next ten
years, directors and actors tried to match
the popularity of “Saturday Night Fever”
with their own dance movies.

Though “Flashdance™ was panned for
its plot, it was the hit-soundtrack that
made “Flashdance” and actress Jennifer
Beals famous. Within the first two weeks
of sales, 700,000 copies of the soundtrack
were sold. “What a Feeling,” the movie’s
theme song, climbed to the top of music
charts.

“The song ‘What A Feeling’ describes
perfectly what it feels like when I dance,”
said junior Cristina Hoyt.

A year after “Flashdance” was’
released, Kevin Bacon made his
Hollywood debut in the dance-hit
“Footloose.” An instant success,
“Footloose” was eventually created into
a Broadway musical.

“It was funny to see Kevin Bacon as a
teen as a teen idol in a dancing kind of
movie,” said junior Courtney Turco.

Then, in 1987 the steamy hit “Dirty
Dancing” replaced “Saturday Night
Fever” as the number one dance movie.
Originally made with a budget of only six
million dollars, the movie brought in $170
million worldwide and sold two hit
soundtracks. Its number one single, “She’s
Like the Wind” not only won Academy
Award for best original song, but also
reached number one on international
music charts.

For many, it's the talented and

Ethan Stiefel, Amada Schull and Sascha Radetsky perform in “Center Stage,”which is
one of the recent attempts to match the success of older dance movie blockbusters

like “Saturday Night Fever.”

irresistible cast that makes the movie a
hit.

“Because I danced with Patrick
Swayze [ the lead actor in ‘Dirty
Dancing’] I got more interested in the
movie and enjoyed it a lot more,” said
junior Emily Lenzner. “Plus, for an older
guy he has a great body.”

By including hip dance moves, catchy
soundtracks, and good-looking actors in
their movies, directors of movies such as

“Center Stage” and “Save the Last
Dance” attempt to match the success of
the older dance blockbusters. These
newer movies, however, failed to reach
the same levels of popularity as the older
hits.

“Ienjoyed ‘Center Stage’ because I'm
a dancer,” said junior Leigh Johnson.
“But I think the older dance movies were
more popular because the stories appealed
to everyone, not just dancers.”
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