Oracle Editor

Jen Siomacco

Junior Megan Downing participated in the Day of Silence like many
other students by wearing a ribbon on her shirt.

Administration
lets the dogs out

By Priyanka Tandon

school.

Ban lift allows press

By Eugenie Ko
Senior Staff Writer ;

Some marched to protest it. Others wore ribbons and
pinned on flyers to support it. Either way, WS students
clearly hold strong opinions about the war in Iraq.

The students, however, will not be able to share their
views on the war with the media while in school.

The FCPS school board, when the war broke out in
Iraq, decided to ban the media from entering schools to
talk to students.

“They decided to keep reporters out of schools,” said
principal David G. Smith. “It’s not just WS, it’s a county
decision.”

After 9/11 and the Sniper incident, many local and
national newspapers and stations were eager to visit
classrooms to hear how students felt. At the time, some
believed that the presence of the press was too distracting
for students. So with this latest news story, the county
decided instead to protect students from the media.

In February, Fredreka Schouten from Ginnett news

Fairfax County Police’s canine unit swept WS on March 28,
“hitting” three lockers, but finding no drugs. Four dogs and their
handlers were divided evenly between the two levels of WS.

“If one dog ‘hit’ a locker, we had another dog double check,” said
principal David Smith.

Smith chose not to have the students present when their lockers
were searched because he didn’t want to single them out.

The sweep was originally planned to take place in the fall, but
because of the Sniper Attacks, police resources were limited. So the
sweep was delayed and setup for March. The main reason for the
sweep was the recent rise in expulsions, recommendations for
expulsions and possession of marijuana both inside and outside of

See DOGS, Eﬁn 4

martyrs in

By Nayna Gupta
Oracle Editor

It began seven years ago at the
University of Virginia. Now, 1900
colleges and schools across the
country participate too. This year,
for the first time, WS also
participated in the April 9 Day of
Silence.

Introduced at WS by the gay
straight alliance (GSA) that was
formed earlier this year, the Day
of Silence was originally
established as a way to remember
homosexual people killed in hate
crimes and to stand up against
discrimination based on sexual

Students remember

silence

preference. At WS, the day was
used to remember victims of all
kinds of hate crimes and
discrirination. =

“We wanted everyone to know
that it’s not just sexual orientation
that makes us different,” said
GSA founder Lianna Carrera.
“Diversity includes all kinds of
things, so we included race and
religion too.”

As a part of the Day of
Silence, students who wanted to
participate either wore red or blue
ribbons. Those who wore red
ribbons chose not to speak all day.
Those with blue ribbons were not

See SILENCE, page 4

Brooke Nelson

Police officers and four drug dogs went down the hallways with
administrators checking for illegal substances in lockers.

Brooke Nelson
Members of the press often visit WS interviewing

students and faculty and also taking pictures

war in Irag.

i1}

County,
students.

1)

about.”

back through WS doors

service came to teacher Jamie Morris’s seventh period
Government class to hear students

thoughts on a possible

Once the war started, Schouten asked the county if
she could return to Morris
because of FCPS’s new policy, she was denied access.

“It would have been a good PR opportunity for Fairfax
said Morris.

]

s class. This time, :miméﬂ

“But they were protective of their

As of now, the county will handle press entering
schools on a case by case basis.

“We don’t want cameras roaming in the halls,” said
Paul Reigner of the FCPS ‘Office' of Community and
Relations. “But now it depends on what the coverage is

The press will still able to talk to students from
Arlington and Montgomery counties

“I disagreed with the county,” said Morris. :w_.: then
again, I don’t make policy.”

See PRESS, page 4
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Join America’s finest

By Nik Wajda joining the Army, he must report for ~ Over the world.

Sports Editor basic training on July 3. Basic “I wanted to get out of this area
While many seniors will be training last three weeks, which that and travel the world” said Hayes.
anxiously awaiting college in the Downing will attend Advanced One place that students could be
fall, a few seniors will Infantry Training, Jump School, and ~ shipped to is Irag. Dowing said that

then Ranger School. Downing he thinks that the war will probably
.is  planning on Dbeoverby the time that he ships out.
entering the  He did say that he will likely have 1

to go to Iraq for the after effect.
Neither Hayes, nor Downing said
that they were affected
by the war in

have already reported
for boot camp.

Every year several
students from the
senior class enlist.
The military offers
a Mol trh e 1
opportunity for
students who
graduate and do
not know what
they want to
d 0
afterwards.

“Usually
between
four and
seven
students
enlist
each
year,”

S S
Career

enlisted.”
Student

four years I will go to
said senior Brendan
Downing. “I just wanted to take
some time off from school, plus I
will earn money towards college.”
Downing along with several
other seniors will be enlisting from
the class of 2003. Downing will be-

NOVA is nei

By Mike Araj
Viewpoint Editor

2

a week,” said Jones.
0 NOVA is the lack of time students spend on

About this time of year, seniors begin talking about W
they have gotten into and to which :
that they will enroll in, but often

35

One word of advice,” said Jones, “I
overlooked are those students going ts need to make an effort to
to community colleges. . the school. It’s a harder

“I got an associates degree of . ple.’
science in science [from North : - .
Virginia Community College],”
said computer science teacher
Robert Jones.

The North Virginia Community
College (NOVA) is one local school
that seniors sometimes enroll in and
is one of the largest schools in
Virginia with six different
campuses. A two year program,
NOVA presents students with many
pros and cons.

“My English teacher [at NOVA]
previously taught at Yale,” said
Jones. “They have great
professors.”

One reason that some students
decide on a college is financial
reasons. Some are unable to afford
to pay the tuitions and fees of more
prestigious colleges. NOVA
provides many with the opportunity
to go to school inexpensively.
However, NOVA has a tough
curriculum. Few students know that
it was once part of Virginia Tech.

offer such  News Section Edit

The majority of the high scho
iors in Fairfax County go on

er their education at college, b
are a select few who opt to |
ght into the work force.

One reason why some studer
cide not to attend college

. ause the job they are looking {
i es not require a college degree.
. . “Not much more than 30 perce
- of the jobs require a college degrec
said Career Center Specialist Sus
Rexford. “We just live in

community that is not typical of t
national average.”

Students that are not exactly su
of what they want to do with the
future choose not to go to college b
instead take the time to explore t
different opportunities that a
available to them like apprenticeshi
or occupational training prograr
before they settle on one option.

Students also prefer to enter t
work force right after high school
because of financial reasons. Th

Kathleen Prevost

Cory Harlow (above) plans to work and

- ) : James Madison [University].” take a year or two off from school
m.nﬁmq._ﬁ ZO<> “NOVA will be U@.:m_\ ._”jm._‘u Though NOVA is only a two year school, many stu 0 are going Make enough money to mbm:mm. the
going 3_@ h school.” He later _U_m.Zm on there plan to continue their education afterwards at different facilities. Mo.:nm@ education with out having

: o T e »  borrow money. .
transfe rring to <=.©_ nia Tech. . ~ Hughes said, “I'm going to try to u.,mummma T& maybe GMU [after NOVA]. Seindsi mﬂm"m sl Tk thesrs



high school one step further

By Priyanka Tandon

home and it’s a good school,” said Senior pretty area. It’s my kind of place,”

Oracle Editor Kalis. “It saves me money too. I can Eileen Kim  said Hogan.
5 : work and stay home.” will  be Weather is another factor that
Going far from home or staying Senior Alex Chaves is , attending  students consider when choosing

close to home. Inexpensive or a another future Patriot as
reputation in an academic area. 90%  well. He too wants
of WS seniors choose a four year to stay close
college for any given reason. t o
Most seniors have already
decided where they will spend the
next four years of their lives.
Senior Michelle
Anderson will be
moving into a
dorm at James
dison University
MU) along with
nior Claire Hoffman.
Anderson likes the
campus and her sisteris a

‘t h e their home for the next four years.
) Unasy Senior Jamie Boelens will arrive
o f  atTrinity University in San Antonio,
Texas in August. More than the
warm weather year-around, Boelens
likes the dorm rooms, and plenty of
options for activities.

Religion is another factor that

some students think about. Wheaton
> College in Ilinois received senior
Rob Bruhn’s acceptance of
dmission because of its
Christian environment.

29

in Rome],” said Rice.
Rice has recently decided to stay
he US and study at Northeastern
ersity in Boston.
The choice to study in Ttaly had
bvious downsides of travel costs
distance, but Rice also has
cerns about student and working
visas. Although it may have required
working out some extra logistics,
Rice can’t ignore the value that
would come from studying in a
foreign country. Although she has
not decided to study in Ttaly full-
time, Rice is planning on
your participating in a study abroad
program and is also considering
: attending a language school in Rome

en an Italian

-in the future.
vides assistance in m was “It’s an experience completely
e education, so the ol aren’t high, so . so I  unique and different from the typical

in another country s of college scene,” said Rice. “It

y appealing. “The tuition was cheap a changes your perspective.”
2 :
arty it up at militai ademy
Marianne Shaddrix also have to attend ; academies are also physically
naging Editor ) . of training to become —=
: helicopter pilot.
hile most seniors choose a college to attertd These seniors also see
ed on location, academic esteem or the school’s  benefits in doing so. ining similar to
POTLs program, others are compelled St S doesn 't Mcost nt, these first six
by Uncle Sam’s call of anything and you won’t : tely nicknamed “beast.”

duty. have to live with your
This year, six seniors ~ parents after college,”
have chosen to attend said senior Jenn Powers,
college at military Wwho will attend the

be hard, but you get a
aid Nitzberg, who plans
marine/environmental
graduates from the

academies. United States
“T?m really Academy (West Point).
Around this time of year, the looking forward to Going to a militar
counselors meet with the seniors the experience and students many different
who have not already applied to " getting info the “I'd i

college or nmade other military,” said senior Scott
arrangements, such as ‘_OE._.E@ the : Pistochini, who will attend
military, to make sure that they college at the Virginia Military Institute and
have some sort of plan for after g0 into the Marines after he graduates.
leaving high school. Those who will attend service academies

“We're taking those seniors on have decided to do so for many different
a field trip to NOVA on the April ~reasons. Senior Kelly Osborne chose to attend
22 for an overview of the programs the United States Naval Academy because her
available at NOVA,” said three biggest role models, track coach Duke “You get paid while
counselor Eleanor Saslaw. “We Baird, cross country coach, Ed Linz, and her . you're going and basically “If I'm happy I'll s
want them to know the different father, each attended the Naval Academy. have a job,” said Nitzberg. ‘see ya later’,” said O
options that are available to them.” After graduating from the academy, Osborne will Although they offer many different benefits, where I am.”

[ARMY ’s] MedCorps,” said
Powers.

Senior Meredith Nitzberg
will be at the United States
Coast Guard Academy next
year and is looking forward

to the experience.
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Pick which of these two stories is true

By Adam Buckley

Two veteran detectives investigating a robbery. at a Jersey City deli yesterday were
interrupted by three gunmen trying to rob the store, police said.

QOracle goon, 2nd class

.

By Emily Sommerfeldt
Inside Story Editor

The fatness of a

There must be something in Hollywood’s water that

is the cause of the high numbers of mothers-to-be popping
up in celebrity news.

On a normal day, the media follows their every move,
but now that they’re pregnant, the media becomes
involved even more. Afterall, there is a second person to
keep in mind - the baby. Here and there, little tidbits of
information are fed to the public.

“T think the media makes a big deal about celebrities
having babies. It’s just a normal thing,” said junior

. Alexandra ***Check name*** Vu.

With all of the media coverage, many of the actresses
become slightly vain. Their strive to stay fashionable is
almost a contest as to which woman can sport the best
dressed humps.

Mothers-to-be like Claudia Schiffer and Brandy
choose the natural approach, giving the world an early
introduction to their future children. Both show off their
large stomachs by wearing mid-driff shirts.

“I don’t like it when they show their stomachs,” said
senior Mesia Gorbutt. While some find the bare skin
disgusting, others support their choice of fashion.

“It’s natural beauty,” said junior Martha Krueger.

Other celebrities, such as Jada Pinkett Smith, Sarah
Jessica Parker, and Catherine Zeta-Jones, made the

The two men were charged with attempted armed robbery, two counts each of
attempting to shoot a police officer and various weapons charges. ;

In that incident, a customer said he was confronted by two men as he walked out of
the deli about 9 pm and robbed of a large sum of money. No weapon was shown, and
it was unknown yesterday whether the men were involved in that robbery.

Two police officers were in a back room, with the door shut, interviewing the three
witnesses to the earlier robbery when the cashier burst in and said a man was about to
shoot him, police said. :

Then one of the gunmen stuck his gun through the doorway of the back room,
pointing it at the officers and others inside, but the cops slammed the door shut, drew
their weapons and identified themselves as police officers.

The three gunmen retreated to the front of the store, where they had forced three
customers to the floor.

The men were then apprehended by the two officers after a short foot chase in
which shots were fired. They were taken away in a police car where they were kept in
holding cells before their court date was set.

R

celebrity life
more conservatively.

Zeta-Jones, as seen at the Oscar awards, chose to wear
something a little less revealing. Her covered stomach
was popular among some of her fans.

“She has been very graceful about her pregnancy.
She carried it off very well,” said Krueger.

Pregnancy has always been a private thing for a
family to enjoy together. But the media has given it a
new purpose - to entertain. Currently, the large numbers
of expecting celebrities may have something to do with
the media hype, but there are still those who think that
the media is too involved. :

“You shouldn’t show off your body to the whole
world,” said sophomore Jordan Gates. “Having a baby
should be a personal thing.”

This 1is the
““cool” thing to
~ do if you are a
) VX celebrity and
have a gigantic
stomach, yet
still think you
have that sexy
edge over other
women.

Facts you must know to graduate

The longest place-name still in use is
Taumatawhakatangihangakoauauotamateaturipukakap
ikimaungahoronukupokaiw anuakit-natahu, a New
Zealand hill. |
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