Great balls of fire!

Bare walls, hallways brought on by enforced code

By Jennifer West

News Section Assistant

Walking down the halls, students may notice that
banners and flyers that were once hung with pride have
been torn down, decorations hung with precision by
teachers are now missing,m and all around the school there
is a warmth that is gone. The vandals who took all of this
away, was the county fire code.

‘When the safety inspector came to WS he found stuffed
storage closets, objects within three feet of the electrical
panels, a broken seat in the auditorium, classroom
decorations right below the ceiling, and to top it off, an
oxygen tank in the boiler room. :

Although 90 percent of the problems have been
corrected, many of the classrooms remained a problem.

“[Taking down decorations is] emotionally painful,”
said head librarian Stephanie Bynes. “Schools by nature
are fairly sterile and I specifically selected the posters to
enhance [the library].”

Both the staff and students haven’t jumped for joy at
the bare walls and many have their own opinions.

“I guess it’s a stupid idea,” said freshman David York.
“This school isn’t going to catch on fire and if it did we
would know how to put it out.”

Though it may not understood, there is some reasoning
behind all of this undecoration madness. Decorations are
not to hang two feet from the ceiling and at least three
feet from the doors because they may catch on fire and
allow the flames to travel to the ceiling or to the door.
Above the tiles in each classroom is free space through

which flames can mushroom, setting other rooms on fire
through the common ceiling.

“I think it’s stupid,” said senior Amber Williams. “If
you think about it, how may times do schools catch on
fire?”’ :

There are many students don’t like the starkness of
the rooms and halls. However, they are OK with it because
of the reasoning.

“I think it’s reasonable,” said sophomore Aly Henry.
“It’s a little boring, but if a fire started, it’s better to be
boring.”

Bare walls and cinder blocks are not exactly the
thrilling decor that stimulates the mind and gets people
motivated to learn, but students and faculty are learning
to deal. The Career Center, which was once filled with
college flags, is now bare.

“I’m disappointed,” said Career Center Specialist Sue
Rexford. “But, I'm putting them back up during Spring
Break.”

After talking with the school safety inspector during
his second visit, the inspector OK’d Rexford’s new suprise
display for the flags. On the second visit the inspector
“noticed a big difference.”

Although some of the fire codes were new, the
decoration code has been around.

“I got ripped about it last year,” said physics teacher
Mark Bibbee. “So this year I didn’t bother putting them
up. So I've got a bare, stark, boring room...oh well.”

Although the walls are bare and teachers had to take
time to take down decorations, their work is much
appreciated.

“Susan Sommerfeldt

Senior Sean Andresen sits and waits fo donate blood as an INOVA employee prepares

the materials.

By Heidi Sfiligoj
Oracle Editor

An unlikely combination of blood
specialists, needles and upperclassmen
filled the Auxiliary Gym with one main
goal in mind: helping others. :

On March 17, the Key Club held their
annual blood drive in which teenagers
could sign up to donate their time and their
blood during school hours. INOVA Health
Centers served WS faculty and students by
taking their blood to transport to hospitals,
mainly in Northern Virginia and southern

Maryland. The blood drawn reached
hospitals two to three days after it was
taken.

“Our goal is to get 200-300 people a
day to donate blood,” said Jim Dod, a
driver for INOVA. “Surgeries are not done
today because there’s not enough blood.”

Different motivations served as reasons
for students to donate their blood.

“It made me happy to be helping
people,” said senior Andrea Yuzon. “Plus,
I wanted to do it because the blood drop

was cute. See BLOOD on page 4.

Brooke Nelson
English teacher Carol Dandy removes the decorations in
her classroom that violate the safety code. Dr. David Smith
informed the teachers of this code much earlier this year,
but it has not been enforced uniil now.

“] want to thank everyone for clearing the walls,” said
safety and security specialist Mike Ukele. “T really
appreciated it and I know that it was a pain for the
teachers.”
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Susan Sommerfeldt

Journalism teacher Brooke Nelson reacts with typical hysteria to recent incendiary incident.

IRE!

Journalism room goes up in smoke

By Liz Barry
Harry Potter Fanatic

Allegedly flammable materials spontaneously
combusted May 31, causing WS’ highly respected but
often impugned Journalism rooms to go up in a
metaphorical puff of smoke.

“Obscenely dense wall decorations™ were not
" placed in accordance with fire code regulations,
according to highly informed, but probably incorrect,
sources. The fire broke out during the middle of the
day, while The Oracle staff was working on its most
recent issue. The fire alarm subsequently went off,
for the 450th time that week.

“I grabbed all my McDonald’s toys and just ran
for it,” said adviser Brooke Nelson. “‘I was in shock,
complete shock.” ,

The staff evacuated the building and watched the
conflagration until authorities arrived: Rooms 215 and
218, located in the school’s English wing, were the
only ones to burn before the firefighters extinguished
the fire. The fire safety Emvmgoﬁ Avery
Thingisflammabletome, visited WS only a few weeks
before the incident to issue orders to remove all paper
and posters within two feet of the ceiling.

“They failed to comply with the regulation and as
a result, this happened. I can’t say I didn’t expect it,”
said Thingisflammabletome.

Every inch of space on the top of the walls in Room
215 hosted 10 years’ worth of Oracle front pages. In
addition, a bulletin board placed only two-and-a-half
feet from the door, six inches less than required,

showcased materials such as decayed fruit, a picture
of Howard Dean, and photos of members of both
staffs, all of which are on the county’s approved list
of “highly flammable materials.?’

Other materials on this list total 78,352 items,
including receipts, glue sticks, humans, computers,
Webster’s Dictionaries, French poodles, Yamaha
grand pianos, toilet paper and Twinkies. Failure to
obey the law may result in expulsion from the room,
a $550 fine, and up to 78 months in jail. Nelson was
aware of these consequences and spent many class
periods trying to move her newspapers to a “safe”
location.

“I almost died from falling off my ladder while
taking the papers down,” she said. “The Oracles
weren’t even what caused the fire. Chris Shannon
always gives his fries to Emily Sommerfeldt and T
think she was stashing them in her cubby. Betsy
Miller told me that, anyway. And you know what an
accurate journalist she is.”

Thingisflammabletome has looked into the
destruction of Nelson’s sanctuary and may be
revising his 2004-2005 safety plans to include the
areas in which Sommerfeldt stashed the fries, as well
as adding peanut butter and jelly sandwiches to his
list of “highly flammable materials.”

“People have to understand that fire is a dangerous
thing,” said Thingisflammabletome. “All I can do in
my power is to tell people that their rooms must be
stripped clean of anything that is not in fact the wall.
If they don’t listen, then you might end up like The
Oracle—burmt to a crisp.”

Administration gives in,

By Heidi Sfiligoj

Oracle Controversy Editor

The students are celebrating in the streets.

As of April 1, a new kind of lunch will be in effect.
Students will officially be allowed to get in their cars
and drive away and go anyplace they like; WS will
no longer be a closed campus.

Principal David Smith recently announced this new
plan after complaining of the numerous food fights
that have occurred in the cafeteria.

“I’m just sick of dealing with the flying food,” said
Smith. who was particularly bitter after being pegged
with 29 packets of ketchup last week.

Since students will most likely embrace this new
freedom now being offered to them, the cafeteria will
be shut down. The space will not go to waste, however.
It will be converted to a swimming pool. And although
Smith will no longer have to deal with “flying food,”
the pool brings to light new concerns.

“There is just one problem I face with the pool,”
said Smith. “How do we avoid inappropiate
clothing?”
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By Mrs. Johnny Depp
Official Pirate Editor

April showers bring May flowers, and May flowers
will be just in time to congratulate the class of 2004
as they walk across the stage of George Mason'’s
Patriot Center to receive their diplomas.

The band will be playing “Pomp and
Circumstance” for the graduating class, but instead
of the date being June 16, the seniors will forever be
freed on May 20 from high school.

The Fairfax County School Board held an
important emergency meeting on Monday, March 22
concerning the senior class. Prior to the meeting, the
chaos caused by the students became increasingly
WOTSE.

“The seniors this year truly disappointed me,” said
Principal David Smith. “The only solution we could
see for their behavior was to get rid of them as soon
as possible.” § s

During the meeting, board members discussed the
issues brought up by the students’ outrageous
behavior. Seniors brought alcoholic beverages to class
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Since students will most likely
embrace this new freedom, the
cafeteria will be shut down and
be converted to a swimming pool.
And although Smith will no longer
have to deal with “flying food,” the
pool brings to light new concerns.

have been seen celebrating in many different ways.

. The McDonald’s flag has been seen on belt buckles,

bumper stickers and T-shirts; the drill team has new
uniforms with Burger King buns on the butt, and the
baseball team toasted one another to a cup of freshly
brewed ice tea.

“One of the swimmers called me and told me all
about the switch to an open campus,” said Varsity
skinny dipping coach Ed Nake. “I’m just glad
everyone’s having fun.” :

Oracle File

_ to wait until June. With the new policy in place, seniors will say “adios” in May.
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with using and abusing the system and it will not
happen again. You have my word on it.”

Skipping will not be tolerated, Griffin said, although
the new open campus policy will make that hard to
enforce. Ends of shorts and skirts must go past the
fingertips. And any V-neck shirts must be measured
and the V cannot be more than three inches deep. In
addition, all cell phones will be collected by the first
block teacher every morning. Seniors can pick up their
phones at 2:10 p.m.

Despite the strict rule enforcement, the seniors are
taking their punishment well. Other students,
however, are distraught that the seniors will be
“sprung” early because of bad behavior.

“I'm, like, super sad that the seniors are, like,
leaving,” said freshman Amanda Huggenkiss. “All
my boyfriends, I mean friends, will be gone.”

In one month, when underclassmen and faculty
wave goodbye to the troublemakers, some will let out
a sigh of relief.

“At least I won’t get stuffed into the freshman
lockers anymore,” freshman Ima Nerd said.

Sarah Drabkin

Security won't be the same anymore, with new rules in _u_mnm allowing students to leave at will.

Frosh drowns 1n 3rd-floor pool

By Angelina Johnson
Quidditch Chaser and Captain

Mork and Mindy Tennyson continue to mourn the
death of their freshman son, Alfred. Little Alfred was
found floating facedown in the mysterious 3rd-Floor
Pool last Friday.

Two of Alfred’s chums, Tom and Jerry, dared him.

to venture up another flight of stairs and dip his toes
into the forbidden pool. Little did he know that seniors
of years-past have put a curse upon the waters: that
will release the giant basilisk to any underclassmen
who feigns seniordom.

Tom and Jerry were understandably shaken when
they heard the shrieks of terror from behind the closed
door and at first they were to scared to find the source
of these yelps of pain.

“T'wasn’t that scared, but Jerry peed his pants,” said
freshman Tom McScaredy. “T kept telling him that
we had to go help Alfy but he just stood there like
stone.” It has been rumored for many years that there
really isn’t a secret pool, but officials hope. that
students will be more prudent in the future.

“Hopefully students will stop seeking out this
danger zone in the wake of Alfred’s death.” said
school principal Dr. David Smith.

3

A giant basilisk
was the cause of
one freshman’s
demise in WS’
3rd-Floor pool
Friday night.
Alfred Tennyson
will be remem-
bered fondly by
one and all.

Up to this point, teachers have denied allegations
that there is a pool one story above us, but the three
boys felt that there was more to it than that. When the
boys began to hear noises coming through the school’s
plumbing they decided that Alfred should seek out
the source of the slithering.

“Alfred volunteered, really!” said Jerry I.
Wannacry. “He said that his brother had told him it
was there and he wanted to make sure he wasn’t
lying.”

Alfred’s parents have decided to sue the two boys
and the school system over letting such a tragic
accident occur. McScaredy-Pants and Wannaery could
possibly be facing a life sentence if convicted and
FCPS might have to close if it loses the lawsuit.
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When holiday
bashing, don’t
forget the fools!

By Danny Tinsley
& Adam Rosen
Oracle Staff Writers

Yes, it’s time for some more
holiday-bashing, and our next
victim is April Fools Day. The last
article on St. Patrick’s Day was
completely insensitive to the
traditions of the people who
celebrate that holiday.

This time we have an Irish
partner to help surface the
completely pointless today’s
holiday known as April Fools
Day.

Usually, when a holiday rolls
around, it means presents, large

Living, learning

family gatherings and a free day
away from the confinement of
school. April Fools Day,
however, delivers none of these
lasting memories. Instead, we
venture off to school for a day of
pestering people who
continuously shout the overused
“April Fools” phrase.

- April Fools Day started in
France during the 16th Century.
Thank you for nothing (yet
again), France.

We’re sure you readers are
wondering why we are so bitter
about this particular day. So let
us take you back to the early days
of elementary school, where the

Chris Shannon

Danny Tinsley and Adam Rosen enjoy reading Clifford the Big Red Dog during “reading time” in their

first grade class.
hardest part of the school day was
avoiding the temptation of
consuming the glue being used
during “craft time.”

After a hard day of work, in the
first grade during a stressful
afternoon, of coloring inside the
lines and reading Clifford, Adam

was tired. He desperately wanted
anap. But it wasn’t nap time yet,

glue tasted like ice cream.
Foolishly, Adam took his advice

it was “craft ime.” He hated craft  and gobbled a mouthful of thick
time, because he would get glue white Elmer’s into his
over our clothes and was one of unsuspecting mouth.

the worst artists in the class. That was the first and last time
Adam was sat next to the class Adam listened to somebody on
bully who convinced him that April Fool’s Day.

riorities straight

By Betsy Miller
Senior Staff Writer

The other day I was looking through my “special box™
and I found a note that my best friend wrote on the second
Tuesday of our sophomore year. Usually, I only keep
correspondence of the utmost importance, and this note
appeared to be quite trivial, merely detailing reasons to
end my extended infatuation with my middle school
sweetheart. I read through the note, completely unable to

distinguish what gave it monumental “special box™ status,
until I reached the very last sentence, which read, “P.S.
Remember to pray for all of those people that were hurt
at the Pentagon and the World Trade Center. I hope they’re
all okay.”

On September 11, 2001, the nation as a whole, and I as
an individual, was mourning. The nation grieved the lives
of thousands of its noble sons and daughters, while I
obsessed over a-boy whom I hadn’t even truly lost. At
that time, September 11, in my eyes, was a postscript, a
mere commercial break in the drama of my life.

Needless to say, after I finished reading the note I felt

On September 11, most of us were mourning. A few, how-
ever, were preoccupied with other things.

disgusted with myself and was forced to contemplate
whether now, more than two years later, my priorities
remain as skewed as they were then. Relationships are
important. They provide greater meaning as to who we
are as individuals, but it’s impossible to gain meaning
from an individual who has no sense of what is truly
important. Every time I've ever thought that my heart was
broken, it turned out it was my sense of perception that
was truly impaired.

I used to date this guy who wanted a more serious
commitment. He thought he was in love but I “needed
more time.” One day he looked straight at me and said,
“If you always wait for perfect timing, life will pass you
by.” We broke up, but a lot of things came together for me
mentally because of the situation. I was so absorbed in all
of the details being perfect that I missed out on the bigger
picture. You can pass up on love, particularly in high
school, but it’s vitally important not to pass up dn life.

I used to be so sure that I had fallen in and out of love
so many times; that I was old and wise and mature. Now
that I definitely am older, and debatably more mature, I
am forced to question whether I have ever truly felt such
an intensity of emotions, or simply experienced a lack of
emotion regarding other, infinitely more serious, issues
in my life. I've come to the conclusion that I'd rather be
alone with a clear sense of the significance of all events
in life than “in love” with an intense emphasis on a
relationship that will have little ultimate meaning. Love
is blind—we all should choose to see.

April
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