By Heidi Sfiligoj
COracle Editor

A student has control over his
or her education, but that freedom
can easily be taken away as the
result of just one choice.

Since the start of this school
year, WS principal Dr. David
Smith has written eight
recommendations for expulsion.
Five students were found in
possession of marijuana, two with
the possession of knives and one
with a misuse of a knife.

“A violation for possession is
serious,” said Smith. “But a
violation involving distribution is
very serious.”

Four of the five drug
violations were related and

ranged from 9th to 12th grade. In
the group, some were accused of
only possession while others were
also caught for distribution.
“What caught my attention

Long-time English teacher Judy Harris will retire at the end of January.

Two A+ teachers retire

By Sarah Drabkin
Junfor Staif Wiiter

ive students with
drugs up for expulsion

Out of eight expulsion recommendations written this
.. year, five due to possession and distribution of marijuana

was that the five [marijuana]
violations came in rapid
succession,” said Smith.

After Smith learns of a serious
violation, he starts the process
that could lead to expulsion. He
first talks with each student to
hear his explanation and contacts

the parents. Those found in

possession of marijuana

“When you're talking
about forcing a
student to decrease
their education;
that’s serious stuff.”
—Dr. David Smith,
principal

automatically receive a minimum
10 day suspension along with a
recommendation for expulsion.
“It’s not true that a student
isn’tallowed to make up his work

needed more at home with her husband and
dog. When she left, she was replaced by

One will spray you with a water gun,
throw your binder out the window and
make fun of you, while the other is such a
lady that she probably doesn’t even know

what a Super Soaker is.

Ninth grade English teacher Sara
Schwarberg retired at Thanksgiving, after
44 years of teaching high school students.
‘WS legend Judy Harris, a staple of tenth
grade English for 17 years, plans to leave
our hallowed halls at the end of January,

after a 42-year career.

Schwarberg felt that her time was

absolutely adored her.”

Simon Schatmeyer who said, “It was the
hardest decision she ever had to make.”
Schatmeyer also said, “Her students -

Former students were sad to hear about
Schwarberg’s retirement.

“I’m so sad. She always said hi to me
in the hallways. She signed my papers as
‘your biggest fan.” She boosted my self
esteem,” said senior Christine Rini.

Taking over a position so-highly
regarded by both the staff and students was

not the easiest task for Schatmeyer.
See TEACHERS on

during his suspension period,”
said Smith. “He is encouraged to
do work and is wise to do
anything he can to prove thathe’s
a good student.”

Smith ‘does not have the
authority to actually expel a
student, only to write a
recommendation, which means a
hearing must be held to determine
whether or not the student
deserves to be expelled.

“An expulsion recom-
mendation isn’t a death penalty,”
said Smith. “It tells the students
they are no longer in control of
their education.”

The student is required to
attend his expulsion hearing at the
Burke Holder Center in Fairfax
City. Smith, or another
administrator if he is unavailable,
is also required to be there. The
hearings are usually held on
weekdays and last about an hour
and a half.

“I try to go to them all,” said

m.tmma moaamle__n_._

is Shannon

Due to the number of expulsion recommendations, principal David
Smith and the school officers have had to meet with many students.
The students they have a meeting with the schoolboard, who has the

ability to finalize the explusion.

Smith. “When you’re talking
about forcing a student to
decrease their education; that’s
serious stuff.”

Fairfax County school system
hearing officers are responsible
for running each hearing. At this
level, a student can not be fully
expelled from the school system.
If a case is decided to be serious
enough, however, the hearing
officers will move it forward to
the schoolboard where a second
hearing must be held to determine
expulsion. Two cases require a

schoolboard, which have not yet
been carried out.

Expulsion, as defined by the
school and the law, is one year
and can only be determined by the
schoolboard. After that, the
student’s parents, or the student
himself if he is 18, can petition to
be readmitted the next school
year. A good amount of cases are
resolved, however, falling just
short of expulsion and the student
being placed in another high
school or alternative high school.
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the majority of the students don’t even bother to read'the
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watched hours of television every da .
Maybe Mrs. Nelson is right about most of her studen
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Lord of the Rings

The third installment of the Lord of the Rings trilogy finally
arrived in theaters December 17. The journey continues with
Frodo, Sam, Aragorn, Legolas, Merry, Pippin, and the rest of
the fellowship as they fight the forces of evil and try to destroy
the ring. The first two movies grossed over $653 million and
the final one has already earned over $222 million.

Finding Nemo

Finding Nemo, a film released in May by Disney/Pixar, proved
to be enjoyable for children and adults alike. The movie fol-
lows a scatterbrained fish named Dory, and Marlin (also a
fish), Nemo's controlling father as the the two search for
Nemo. Nemo is trying to gain independence from his father
when he is kidnapped by a scubadiver and put in a fish tank in
a dentist's office. This movie is full of adventure and humor
and keeps the audience laughing constantly. Finding Nemo
has a domestic gross of about $339 million in the theaters.

Hollywood blockbusters

“The Matrix” Trilogy

Fans of the movie The Matrix, released in 1999, had a long
wait until the release of it sequels, Matrix: Reloaded and
Matrix: Revolutions this year. The first film in this trilogy
was a hit and viewers eagerly anticipated the much promoted
second in the series. Matrix: Reloaded was a success at the
box offices as well. These two movies together grossed al-
most $1.2 billion worldwide. Matrix: Revolutions, which
opened in November, grossed approximately $50.2 million
the first weekend. Some were disappointed by the third and
final movie, but overall the trilogy had a lot of fans.

Pirates of the Caribbean

The swashbuckling summer blockbuster hit the silver screen
with a bang. Theaters filled with people wanting to see Johnny
Depp and Orlando Bloom fight cursed pirates, drink rum, and
save the girl. The movie grossed over $303 million just in the
United States. Not bad for the first PG-13 film made under
the Disney logo. Savvy?
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Environmental happenings

February Snowstorm

hurricane caused destruction of whole houses|
WS doesn’t usually close for President’s Umu: and power outages and no water in parts of
but this past February was a different story. The Northemn Virginia. The high wind speed (maxi-

Gadgets
galore

weekend of February 15-17, a massive snow- mum 105 mph) caused most of the damage. iPod

storm hit the DC metro area. Schools closed
for days as students enjoyed up to 28 inches of
snow. 28.2 inches fell at BWI, breaking the
record set in 1922. Unfortunately, FCPS de-
cided to add a half-hour to the school day,
which made the snowstorm a bittersweet event.

mond, three miles under the earth’s surface.
The tremors registered at 4.5 on the Richter
scale, lasting only a short period of time. The
rarity of earthquakes in Virginia gave resi-
dents a reason to panic.

Hurricane Isabel

Hurricane Isabel hit the East Coast of the
US on September 18. Virginia and North
‘Carolina declared states of emergency. The

Virginia Earthquake

Residents in Richmond and surrounding ar-
eas experienced two earthquakes on Decem-
ber 9, at 3:59 pm. The quake’s epicenter was
located approximaiely 28 miles west of Rich- | | 10,000 songs. It can be used with Mac and
Windows. The iPod also has features such as
a voice recorder, digital picture storage,
games, an alarm clock, and a note reader, not
to mention a design perfect for one-handed
operation and high sound quality.

iPod is Apple's newest digi-
tal music player. The com-
pact iPod is surprisingly
light, but can still hold

| Top he

President Bush’s address to the nation on March 20 was the
beginning of the continuing fight against Saddam Hussein
and his regime. The late days of March and first days of April
were devoted to pushing toward Baghdad. Hussein’s rule over
Iraq collapsed along
with his statue on
April 10. Major
combat operations
ended on April 15,
after the seizure of
Hussein’s home-
town, Tikrit. The
war lasted altogether
for twenty-seven
days.

Saddam
Hussein
Captured
December 14
brought some suc-
cess for the
hardworking troops
in Irag. Saddam Hussein was captured. Hidden in
a spider hole on a farm near Tikrit, troops discov-
ered the former dictator after assistance from sus-
pected members
of his network.
His capture marks
the end of “a dark
and painful era,”
according to
President Bush.

Sodomy
Laws

In November, the
Supreme Court
struck down a
Texas state law
that banned sex
between two members of the same sex. H:Enm: states have
sodomy laws, also invalidated by the Court's ruling. The rul-
ing stated that the law was a violation of the due process clause
(14th Amendment). The court's decision reversed an earlier
case, Bowers v. Hardwick. The decision is highly controver-
sial.

Saddam E ”

Camera Phones

Camera phones are the next must-have gift.
TV ads glamorize these phones by catching
funny moments, but some people fear that
they are the newest invasion of privacy. Per-
fect for the times when a camera isn’t handy.

Reality tv shows take over

where celebrities are pranked instead of normal citizens. For two seasons, Ashton Kutcherhas  for...
led a team of people that catch celebrities on camera for MTV. Britney Spears, Halle Berry,
Frankie Muniz, and even Kutcher himself have all been pranked for the hit series. Eliza Dushku

“caught” stealing? Now that’s a prank.

American Idol 2

In May, Ruben Studdard won
the title of the second
American Idol. However, the

Gay TV Shows

“Queer Eye for

competition wasn’t over. the m.:.mm.mE
Runner-up Clay Aiken proved ~ Guy” is a self
that he wouldn’t be second improvement

best, his first single, “This is  show, five gay
the Night,” reaching number ~men helping
one on the Billboard charts © n e

while Studdard’s “Flying heterosexual
Without Wings” was only . man’sstyleand
number two. Looks like Aiken ~ way of life.
beats Studdard in the real “Boy Meets
world where sales, not votes, Boy” was the
matter, first reality

dating show
Punk’d involving a

“Punk’d” is the new show  man searching
a man.

Bravo really

shows.

Bravo introduced two reality series that
involved a rarity on TV, homosexuality.

came out of the closet with these successful

Joe Millionaire

The most popular reality dating show of the
year was “‘Joe Millionaire” with construction
worker Evan
Mariott pre-
tending to be
a millionaire
searching for
love. With
40 million
people tun-
ing into the
finale, it was
a hit. Unfor-
tunately for-
Fox execu-
tives, ‘their
attempt of
“the Next
Joe Million-
aire: An In-
ternational Affair” with cowboy David Smith
flopped.

Joe Millionaire
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adlines

Uday and Qusay Hussein Killed

Uday and Qusay Hussein, the two sons of Saddam Hussein,
were killed in a raid led by American troops on July 22. The
six-hour operation took place outside a house in the northern
city of Mosul in Irag. They resisted the coalition forces and
were killed in the gunfight that followed. The men’s deaths
were seen as one step closer to getting their father as €m=

SARS

* Severe acute respiratory syndrome (SARS) was first reported
in Asia in February. When the infection started, it was not
controlled and spread quickly through the community. In-.
fection control procedures were tightened and campaigns were
made to educate the public of the symptoms of the disease.
According to the World Health Organization (WHO), 8,098
people were infected and 774 died. There were a few cases in
the United States.
Sniper Trial
In Fall of 2002, Lee Boyd Malvo and John Muhammed, more
commonly ESS: as Eo snipers, struck fear into the hearts
e ~ of Washingtonians.
In July of this year,
the Virginia Circuit
Court moved
Muhammed and
Malvo's trials away
from the Washing-
ton DC area, where
they are accused of
terrorizing. The tri-
als were moved
to Virginia Beach to
ensure fairmess.
Attorney's wanted
to make sure a
nonbiased jury could be found. Muhammed has
been given a death sentence and Malvo got a life
sentence.

Gay Marriage

The Massachusetts Supreme Judicial Court passed
a ruling in November allowing gay and lesbian
couples to marry. The court gave the state legislature six
months to rewrite the marriage laws to include gays. The gov-
-ernor said he would work for a constitutional amendment to
reverse the decision. Governor Amold Schwarzenegger criti-
cized the decision saying that "marriage is a sacred institution
_ g?.oon aman and a woman." _

but it broke up after a scandal with Ben and too much
paparazzi. However, they are still going strong according 8
J Lo’s 6 carat pink diamond engagement ring. :

Kobe Bryant

Kobe Bryant, pro basketball star, was accused in July of sexu-
ally assaulting a 19-year-old woman. Bryant pleads his inno-
cence and asserts that he did nothing against the young
woman's will. Bryant's wife, Vanessa Bryant, also pleads her
husband's innocence, saying the only mistake he made was
adultery, which they would have to work through personally.
Dixie Chicks

Natalie Maines of the country music group the Dixie Chicks
created a controversy when she announced her distaste for
President Bush. Maines said she was ashamed that the Presi-
dent was from Texas. Her comment hurt the group's popular-
ity as people and radio stations alike began to boycott their
music. The band had another foot-in-mouth moment when
another member, Emily Robison, made a comment about
California's new governor, Arnold Schwarzenegger. She said,
"He is a great film star, but I find his idea to run for governor
absolutely insane. America should be governed by people who
have a clue. I hope he doesn't win." The Dixie Chicks found
that it can be difficult for a celebrity to voice an opinion.

Jessica Lynch

Jessica Lynch returned home in July. This 20-year-old sol-
dier was taken prisoner in March when her company was am-
bushed in Nasiriya. Lynch faces a lengthy rehabilitation from
her injuries from the ambush, but she is proud to have served.
She received a Bronze Star, the Purple Heart and a POW
medal. There were some controversial questions about her
Tescue. f

E@:Q publicized people

Ashton and Demi

These two were the biggest May-December romance of the
year. Ashton Kutcher’s boyish charm and Demi Moore’s sexy
maturity work separately, but many people don’t understand
the attraction. Moore certainly made waves at the Charlie’s
Angels:Full Throitle premiere, showing up with her children,
current boyfriend Kutcher, and ex-husband Bruce Willis. Con-
sidering Kutcher should be the heartthrob of Moore’s daugh-
ters, their relationship is a bit strange. :

The Hilton Sisters

Paris and Nicky. Their names are now synonymous with crazy
publicity stunts. All of a sudden, the wild hotel heiresses were
on the Hollywood red carpet. Their antics and outfits have
earned them fame worthy of all the top entertainers. How-
ever, their publicity took a turn for the worse when a video-
tape was brought to the public’s attention showing Paris in-
volved in actions better left in the bedroom.

Michael Jackson

Popstar Michael Jackson has often been the subject of shady
rumors, and many of which have been involving the molesta-
tion of young children. Guests of Jackson's Neverland tell con-
flicting stories about the happenings at the ranch, some sug-
gesting that Jackson shares a bed with some of the children
and even the existance of a secret room, while others deny
this and simply acknowledge the amusements Neverland has|.
to offer. Detectives rm:& searched his _.E.-o_u wmnwmon was
charged with §
nine counts.

Elizabeth
Smart
Elizabeth
Smart disap-
peared in
2002, but her
miraculous
rescue hap-
pened in June
2003. As
Americans
learned of her
terrifying
story, they
were shocked
by the amaz-
ing details.
Her tale was |
so huge that a TV movie and an Oprah special were pro-
duced only a few months after her rescue. It was one time
when the media enabled, instead of hindered.

Britney/Madonna Kiss

The MTV Video Music Awards had another outrageous event
this year, when Britney Spears, Madonna, and Christina
Aguilera shared the stage. That’s not all that they shared. In
the middle of their performance, Madonna bestowed kisses
upon the two younger girls, supposedly passing the torch from
Pop queen to pop princesses.-Couldn’t they have chosen some-
thing a little more tasteful?

A final farewell to...

Potter’s baci

Katharine Hepburn

The winner of four Oscars (and twelve
nominations) died quietly on June 29.
She starred in such classics as Bringing
Up Baby, The Philadelphia Story, and
Guess Who's Coming to Dinner. She
also had an infamous affair with Spencer
Tracy and preferred pants over skirts or
dresses. She is often called the First
Lady of Cinema. ,

Bob Hope

Bob Hope died on July 27 at age 100.
Hope is often referred to as "The King
of Comedy," a name he earned from
years of performing. The comedian
made people laugh on the stage (vaude-
ville and Broadway), movies, and even

Johnny & June Carter Cash
Music legend Johnny Cash died at age
71 from diabetes complications on Au-
gust 28. He was inducted into the Rock
and Roll Hall of Fame in 1992 and his
music 18 appreciated by many. He has
been honored in many music maga-
zines throughout his life. His wife,
June Carter Cash (also a country mu-
sic singer), died a few months earlier
on May 15 at age 73. June wrote one
of Johnny’s biggest hits, “Ring of
Fire.”

John Ritter

On September 11, actor John WEQ.

Harry Potter

The long awaited sequel in the Harry Potter
series finally arrived in bookstores June 21.
Fans had been lined up for hours before
midnight, longing to get their hands on the
870 page book.

on television. He also performed for the
military during World War II, Korea,
Vietnam, and the Persian Gulf War. His

also for his stance on civil rights. Thurmond used to be opposed to civil
rights, but later abandoned this view. He retired from the Senate in 2002,
making him the oldest person to serve in Congress. He was respected these, he played a variety of other roles. He is remembered fondly
by fellow politicians.

Sl died at age
Fred Rogers 54. Ritter is
Fred Rogers, star of the beloved children's program best known
"Mr. Rogers's Neighborhood," died February 27 at |  for his role

age 74. His passing caused many people to think | on the

family acknowledges his love for making @noEw laugh, a m_m he used :Gmn_n_ﬁo their oEEUo.om mm%m of singing .m_o_..m. i m DGO _E
throughout his life to make peoples' lives seem a little happier. ﬁ.\o: t you be my neighbor?” and watching W..Em Three's

Friday and all the other characters from the neigh- Company,"”
Strom Thurmond borhood of make-believe. The show was the long- |  for which he
Strom Thurmond, former Senator of South Carolina, died at age 100  |est running PBS program, running from 1968. won an
on June 26. He is known for his long time service in public office and Emmy. He

also starred in the ABC series "8 Simple Rules for Dating My Teen-
age Daughter." His last role was in the film Bad Santa. Apart from

by family, friends, coworkers, and fans.
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raise racial tension in WS

‘Symbols

Hey Liz. What’s going on? I want you to know that as of right now I am really upset people have told me that I dress, act and talk white. It’s not possible to act or dress a
with a lot of the things going on around me in West Springfield. Sadly, the mood of this  color and it’s getting to be too much that all these people around heretry and tell other
letter will not be energetic and upbeat, it will be very serious. As I walked into my fifth  people they’re trying to be another color. If someone wants to wear things they see from
period class today, a fellow student who happened to be African American approached  a hip-hop video than why is it a big deal as long as they are comfortable.

me in tears because of a student going up to her with a confederate flag and throwing it If someone who is black wants to shop at Abercrombie then why is a big deal if they
in her face. She told me that kids all over school are walking around with the flagonand  feel good? And then you have someone in the background throwing up a gang sign that
claiming southern pride and things of that sort. has a lot to do with people still being shot around the country today. I don’t know, Liz.

Although we have all tried to be understanding and not be upset about them tryingto I don’t even know if you can do anything about this issue that we are having today in
be supportive of their heritage, some of these people are now opening wounds and  our school but I thought that if I wrote you and told you that a lot of the kids around our
breaking hearts. I realize more and more every day that there are still strong racial  school are hurt each and every day when kids put this flag in our face, misuse the “N”
issues even in WS. If someone can wear a confederate flag to school and be draped init, word, or do other things that are borderline between offensive or not. Everyone black,
then something has got to be wrong. That flag is a symbol to millions of African American - white, blue, orange, or yellow maybe has made a comment that is offensive, but all I am
people as a symbol of racism and slavery that many of us are still hurt over. Even trying to tell people is to be conscious of the things they say and who is around them
through some wear it as a symbol of southern pride, others wear it for the wrong reasons. because it hurts people sometimes. I am trying to promote unity in our school and this
So who is to know who is wearing it for pride, and who is wearing it to opress? time, Liz, I’'m asking for your help as well as those in the newspaper. Thanks.

There was an article in the last paper about being ghetto and how some people dress Desmond Braziel

ghetto. How do you dress ghetto? How do you act, dress or talk black? My entire life ‘
~ . Dear Desmond:

I have the deepest sympathy for your friend, because she did nothing to deserve that.
I can’t understand why this person would wear such a symbol and throw it in this girl’s
face when I am sure he knew the symbolism. It may be OK, legally, to don the confederate
flag, but to some people it’s not just a piece of fabric, and it doesn’t mean the same
thing to everyone. Anyone who wears this doesn’t need to wear it as far asIam concerned,
especially if it’s affecting someone negatively.

1 am horrified to hear that things like this are going on in our school. I am assuming
1 have not been aware of it because every day my goal is to “‘get through school” as I
tennis rackets on your shoes and take ~ | | rampage obliviously through the halls, murmuring that exact quote to myself. Your
letter has helped me open my eyes and raise my conciousness, after previously being so
suburban and sheltered. Your words have moved me. They have alerted me to a problem
that T not only feel strongly about, but I think everyone should feel strongly about.

Something is wrong. Unforturnately, we have been shaped by a society that sees
things by race rather than by individualism. We have been shaped by a society that sees
4. Build a snow family, inside a snow home, sitting at a snow table, voting districts rather than neighborhoods. We have been shaped by a society that has

drinking snow tea from snow teacups. leaders lying to us. We have been shaped by a society that has pornography pop up
" every time we go on the Internet, violent rage every time we turn on the TV and ideals

cone mﬁm:a‘_: your front yard; 75 ce

/ forest with your new snow shoes.

3. Be a musher for a day. Harness your dog to a sled and let him pull
you away to the remote “Alaskan Tundra” of your neigborhood.

5. Make some snow devils. based on self preservation rather than humanity. At least our school can be changed,
. X but I can’t say that I've done much to change it.
6. Lick a metal pole and see what happens. Desmond, you and I are each one person, and all I have are words. These words

might say a lot, but I doubt they will do a lot. T lack the influence and the eloquence to
carry off something like that. I am ready to help. Our newspaper staff has also made an
attempt to address this issue, but writing about it will only make some aware of the
8. Let your artistic side shine. Build some homemade, gigantic cookie | | problems. People need to care, be inspired (as with your letter inspired me) and then be
willing to contribute their ideas and hands toward something to help the situation.
However, this must all start with understanding.
9. Snuggle up on the couch, drink a cup of hot cocoa, watch the news || We need to work on a common appreciation for other people’s feclings. We need to
about the snow, and talk about the snow...all day long. stop looking at things as black and white, yellow and red. We need to respect people for
who they are and start thinking a little less about our pride. We need to speak our minds
10. Dance your special snow dance. Have everyone participate. and let our voice be heard.

Maybe there won't be school tomorrow. i
1 — —Compiled by Grace Jo

7. Have a snow shoveling contest. The winner gets to have the prize
snow piled behind their car.

cutters and cut out some pretty shapes in the snow.
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