A flock of geese gets ready for spring training on the
“ |baseball field. Baseball tryout season has been
extended to accommodate three players suspended

for 30 days from activities.

By Jen West
News Section Assistant

The day after the Grammies,
students packed into the
auditorium for a night filled with
music, dancing and cheesy
dialogue. Monday night became
the Grammies, WS style.

“I liked it,” said junior Anna
McDeyvitt. “It was a variety of
acts.”

The music ranged from rap to

Strippers steal

Broadway act receives standing ovation

a rendition of Metallica on the
strings to classic oldies.
Meanwhile, the dancing ranged
from tap dancing to belly dancing
to a mini strip tease.

“I thought that there was more
variety and that the preparation
was fantastic,” said teacher
Allison Kopkau, one of three
judges. “We pushed the envelope
with some of the behavior.”

The behavior that Kopkau
makes reference to are the backup

show

dancers who flipped up their short
skirts to spell out “respect” with
their butts, the backwards BEER
sign flashing in the background
during Traffic Jam Marmalade’s
performance along with their
reference to a bong and the
unexpected guest that jumped on
stage and started to dance in the
background, and of course, the
rappers grabbing their crotches.
Most people, however, didn’t

See TALENT on page 5.

Susan Sommerfeldt
Junior Dan Plehal, senior Jared Timmons and sophomore Andrew Seve impressed the ladies and the

judges with their rendition of “Let It Go.”
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of security fill WS halls

Despite local shootings in area high schools, WS

still manges a feeling of safety and

_ We have a School Resource
Officer, a safety and security staff,
varying prescribed plans for
anything raging from a hostile
person entering our school to fire
and bomb threats and training
programs for the Administration
and staff.

Yet the shooting at Balou
High School, which resulted
in the death of one student and
injury of another raised the
question as to whether or not
we are really safe.

After a long discussion with
principal Dr. David Smith, we
were reassured that if anything
were to happen, the school is
prepared, and the administration
will do everything in its power to
keep us safe.

There have been no new rules
enacted in Fairfax County or WS
as a result of the Balou High

School shooting, but it’s become
clear that we have very advanced
security throughout our school.
‘We practice fire and tornado
drills. Our school has access to
temporary cameras that could be
posted anywhere with specific

Editorial

cause at anytime without any
notification of the student body
so that the security officers can
be more objective on events and
prosecute rule-breakers more
effectively. There is even serious
ongoing discussions on whether
to mount permanent security
cameras outside of school.
However, this is still in the

piece of mind.

county-wide discussion phase.
There is dissention on whether
this would be an invasion of
privacy or an improvement on
security measures.

A recent example of an
addition to security by Fairfax
County was due to the mercury
spill in Balou High School.
Schools immediately tried to
remove all mercury from their
buildings, an effort that is still
going on to this day.

The school even keeps our
safety plans safe. At one point,
the security plans were published
on the web, but they were taken
down due to the potential for any
person to gain access to these
plans.

These rules, these plans and
these officers are not here to
punish us or to invade our privacy
but to protect us. There is always

Sy . . - . - Chris Shannon
Security guards, like George Parry, can often be spotted oversee-
ing hall activity, giving WS students some piece of mind that they
are safe in their school. The staff is trained and ready to respond
to a variety of threats that could occur.

the possibility for something to  a little easier after having yet
happen and the reassurance of another tragic slaying this close
this protection makes us breathe  to our own school.
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By Samantha Lee
Senior Staff Writer

People falling in love, then falling out
minutes later. Sisters fighting over the new
kid. No, this isn’t a soap opera. This is Jane
Austen’s Pride and Prejudice.

The story takes place in the early 1800s
and centers around Elizabeth Bennet. This
heroine is one of the only few smart girls
in the story, who decides to believe in love
and sense rather than money and wealth.
She is approached by many different men,
begging for her hand in marriage, but she
isn’t satisfied with any of them. Although
she is definite in her refusals, her thoughts
and ideas change throughout the novel as
she travels through England.

Pride and Prejudice is a rollercoaster
of a book. In one chapter, things are all
going well for Eliza and the other Bennet
sisters, but then a page turn brings
everything crashing down. These constant

Features

A literary waltz with Jane Austen

Pride and Prejudice dances across the page

twists and turns make the story more
complex and interesting. Without them the
story would be a linear bore.

Another element that adds to the story
as a whole is the constant subplots that are
everywhere. Even though the main story
i still the most important, these under
currents make the story more believable.

Life doesn’t center around just one event

and neither does this book.

The characters in this book are also very
believable. They aren’t all perfect but they
all aren’t bad people either. Everyone has
their flaws. Their relationships with each
other are also explored throughout the
book. The interesting part is seeing when

these relationships end or begin and how

the characters try to hang on to them
through the rough times in the book.

Pride and Prejudice is a great book that
explores themes that are still relevant
today. Even though the book is over a
century old, the story is timeless.

Jane Austen, author of Pride m:q v«&:nﬁm, uses intrigue and mzcu_oﬁm to m_.;m:n_:.
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Actors Jennifer Ehle and Colin Firth provide eye candy for the realistic adaptation.

A&E’s “Pride and Prejudice”
brings the classic novel to life

By Emily Miller
Managing Editor

Strip Colin Firth-out of his geeky
reindeer Christmas sweater from “Bridget
Jone’s Diary,” strap him into a 19th century
tweed suit, and gawk at the dashing
gentleman on the TV screen for the next
six hours. The movie version of Jane
Austin’s Pride and Prejudice is six hours
long. So to captivate and reward viewers
for enduring such a time consuming task,
it features eye candy, such as the handsome
Firth. However, if Firth’s beauty is not
enough to sustain a fleeting attention span,
there are other satisfying, more substantial
aspects to the movie.

The Bennet family is just as humorous
and well defined as the Greeks in “My Big
Fat Greek Wedding.” Each member of the
family adds to this comical romance story
in his or her own way. Lydia, the youngest
of the five sisters, keeps the audience on
their toes with her promiscuous ways, not
to mention their loud snorty laugh. Mary
is self-righteous, Kittie is jealous, and the
three of them bicker incessantly. The main

character, Elizabeth, is rebellious and witty,
while the eldest Jane is sweet and kind.
The mother’s screeching voice will compel
you to leap off a bridge, and the father is
sarcastic and teasing, yet still noble.

“Pride and Prejudice” takes place in
19th century England so another fun facet
is the different culture and language.
Everyone haughtily talks about society
over tea and at ballroom dances. In every
scene that involved champagne or any
other alcohol, there is the same one drunk
whose only line is to repeat “Capital! Just
Capital!”

More seriously, this movie is drenched
in themes and debacles like matrimony for
love vs. money, the real character of a
person, and all the disillusionment
associated with love. As in any good love
story, truth, character, misunderstandings,
lies, fate, love and all other such romantic
notions are addressed gracefully and
dramatically. Although finishing the movie
in one sitting can be an indomitable feat,
Jane Austen’s classic tale of Elizabeth
Bennet’s tumultuous courtship with Mr.
Darcy is brought to life.
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By Samantha Lee
Senior Staff Writer

Looking to the sky, the future

- say, something sad is going to
happen. However, their
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Throughout WS, students read
their horoscopes daily to see what
lies in front of them for the day.

The- zodiac is separated into
twelve different signs for a certain
time of the year. These signs are
named after star constellations.
People then just look up their sign
to see what the stars predicted for
them. These predictions are not
all make believe, because they are
created from specialized star
charts. Some WS students believe
in them whole heartedly.

“They can be really accurate,”
said senior Luisa Gonzalez.

Some horoscopes are not
always specific and they need
some interpretation. The idea of
horoscopes is to predict what will
happen in general and then the
reader can meld it to fit their own
life and experience. Instead of
telling people they will f4il a test
or that their pet frog will die, they

“They normally reflect
something that is going on in my
life and they normally end up
being true,” said freshman Kristin
Garrett.

Although many feel that
horoscopes are at least some what
right, there are still some students
that don’t believe in the power of
the zodiac. They have a hard time
believing that they way the stars
are position have some effect on
the way they live.

“They’re poo,” said junior
Samantha Baer.© “I read them
once, and I thought it was just so
stupid.”

Even though there are some
non-believers, people can not
deny human fascination with the
future. Until ‘time travel is
created, people will always thirst
to know the unknown.

Said senior Alyssa Lee,

17

“Horoscopes rock!
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Analyzing subconscious
actions from head to hand

By Grace Jo

Features Editor

The brain influences all
different aspects of life from
dreams to the writing on an
English assignment. Dreams and
handwriting, the blueprints of the
brain, give insight to the
subconscious.

Dream interpretations are
published in books or can be
found en-line. Dreams have been
studied extensively. They provide
a window into a person

L]

s desires

or fears. Certain significant
dreams may have specific
meanings, a subconscious play
out of a person’s concerns and
dominant emotions for that day.
Traumatic evenis have shown to
influence the vividness and
intensity of dreams, sometimes
transforming them into
reoccurring nightmares. Studies
of pre 9/11 dreams compared to
post 9/11 showed a decrease in
the surreal dreamlike quality and
an increase in intensity. This

showed that dream
intensity is related to
emotional arousal.

“Dreams usually
show what happened
in your day or
something' you want,”
said sophomore Alyssa
Zhu.

Students who
firmly believe that
their dreams have certain
significant meanings enjoy
studying their own dreams.

“You're supposed to write
down your dreams every night,”
said Zhu.

Many sources are available
for study ranging from dream
dictionaries to articles on the
progress of dream research.

“My mom is really into it,
said freshman Jared Hornady.
“She gets these dream
dictionaries but usually those
don’t really help me understand
my dreams.” :

Some students don’t research
into dream interpretation but do
believe that dreams hold certain

L2

Graphologists analyze handwriting by using different aspects such as
slant, pressure, size, margins and baseline. This sample handwriting has
a very upright slant. People with vertical slants are associated with di-
plomacy and properness. The level baseline shown in this sample wher
straight indicates great control.

everything

powers.
“I think you can see your
future in your dreams,” said

e freshman Matt Norwood.
the study of

Graphology,

Dreams are usually a replay of people’s days,

handwriting, is also an indicator
of a person’s mind. It is even a
-major that is offered in colleges.
Graphologists provide aid in
criminal investigations. They
have the. ability to tell of
someone’s personality, just by a
few samples of their writing.
Handwriting is a physical
representation of a person’s
personality. It teveals whether a
person is lying, stressed, sick or
mentally deranged by the slant,
margins and shape of the letters.
Graphologists study similar
handwritings to find specific
characteristics. Studies have
shown a majority of psychotic
people have been found to have a.
backward slant on their d’s. This
indicator can be used to help
determine potential criminals.
Graphology books that are
available teach people the art of

their emotions and their desires.

analyzing handwriting. Much of
the information is common sense
and easy to learn. For example an
upward baseline in a person’s
handwriting shows a positive
attitude while a downward one
shows a negative one.

“Handwriting isn’t really
about the subconscious, it’s more
about personality,” said Zhu. “T
do [graphology] with my friends.
They just give me samples of
their handwriting.”

The practice of dream
interpretation and graphology
help students find out more of
their own subconscious, or it can
also just be a fun way to pass the
time.

“I study that [graphology]
because I love those kinds of
things,” said Zhu. “I think it’s
good for your mind because it
exercises your subconscious.”
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Adam Thaxter is a
stupid Ukrainian.

Pat Kluttz—He
melts in your

mouth, not in your
hand! :)

YAOYIL! —e

Happy Sweet
16, Liz!! Much

Iove, Your favor-
ite seniors

Hey, Salmon | have
a fantastic day!
Holler!

Let ‘em play, or |

don’t play. You know

what I'm talking
about.

racle
rsonals

Matt, Not a day
goes by where i
don’t think of you,
where the blood
doesn’t rush from
my head, where |
don‘t get that spe-
cial feeling. Love,
Bobby

Congratulations,
Winter Guard, on not
getting last place!
The season-is off to a
great start!

Woodstock, Snoopy

foves you.

3lets—i kno u luv 2

cher so heres ur
ad
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Go, seniors! Only
74 more days of
classes!

JAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAY

Want to buy an
Oracle Personal?
Only 1 dollar a line!
Grab an Oracleite or
stop by Room 215!!

(NOT)

"5

100
LATE!

YEARBOOKS WILL GO ON SALE
AGAIN IN MAY FOR $65!




Film Study

By Rachel Wohlers
QOracle Editor

Watching a movie may be a nice break from regular class
time in most classes, but Film Study is.a whole other story.

Film Study, which is taught by both Holli Wolter and Patricia
Kettler, is a semester class that offers students a chance to get
a peek at what goes on during the making of the film.

The class starts out chronologically giving students a chance
to learn when and how film began. Then films are lumped
together by genre and the class looks at special characteristics
of each film, such as acting, makeup, lighting technique, or
camera work.

“We analyze the director’s intent, subplot, why there is or
isn’t music,” said Film Study teacher Holli Wolter. “Overall
we look at the film and what they do.”

Film Study is a semester class, which gives students the
opportunity to sign up for something different for the other
half of the year. Another positive aspect of the class is the
workload. ,

“You take a lot of notes during the movies, but there isn’t
any homework,” said sophomore Lindsey Rogers.

If doing nothing but sitting and staring at a screen for a
semester sounds relaxing to you, this is not a good class to
take.

“[This is a class] for students who are passionate about film
and want to learn and understand more about it,” said Wolter.

However, if you are never satisfied with merely watching a
film and enjoy the Special Features section of your DVD almost
more than the movie, consider Film Study.

“Most moviegoers just say ‘I liked it” or ‘I didn’t.” They
don’t think about what making the movie entails,” said Wolter.
“This class gives students an inside look.”

Film Study teacher Holli
Wolter stands next to a
poster of the film “Angels
with Dirty Faces,” just
one of the many movies
shown in the class.

Ashley Hughes

Oceanography

By Katherine Hutton
Inside Story Editor

Science has never really been my
favorite subject. When it was time to sign
up for my senior classes last year, I reveled
in actually choosing a science that would
interest me, Oceanography.

Oceanography is the study of the
ocean. Biology and Oceanography
teacher Beth Jewell has two classes of
juniors and seniors to teach.

“Oceanography is all the science

you’ve already learned and applying it to
the ocean,” said Jewell.
Anything related to the ocean is

covered. The basic sciences learned in the

and currents.

possibilities.

to the beach.”

first three years of high school are a
part of the course with a bit of biclogy,
chemistry, physics, as well as other
topics such as geology, weather, tide,

“T liked the section on weather. I
thought it was really interesting to see
how water and air affect our lives,” said
senior Robyn Adams.

Students must also complete a
quarter project for each quarter, but the
projects have a wide range of

“[With] the quarter projects,” said
senior Afua Sintim, “we get to do fun
stuff like visiting aquariums and going

Although it didn’t happen this year, a
trip te Florida is an optional activity for
students in the class.

“We visit the Miami Sea Aquarium and
learn about feeding behaviors,” said
Jewell. “We then go to the Everglades to
look at organisms and ecology there. Then
we take a day to drive through the Keys
and go snorkeling in Key West for three
days to look at organisms and ecology.”

‘Whether or not there is a trip to Florida,
oceanography is still a fun and interesting
alternative to the normal science classes
taken in high school.

“Three-fourths of the earth is covered
with water,” said Jewell. “It influences so
much of our lives.”

Courtesy of Beth Jewell

Advanced
and Creat

By Christie Kim
Senior Staff Writer

In the midst of logarithms, conservation of momen
Shakespeare, sometimes a creative pursuit can bal
the arduous beam of high school. Advanced Compos
Creative Writing might provide a student with the righ
of daily fun. .

Former English teacher Judy Harris started
Advanced Composition at WS about 10 years ago. The
intended to give students a chance see a “different” si
written word, is coming back next year with a new lc
new teacher.

“The students will learn to appreciate contemporar
and learn that [Dave] Barry and other satirists contis
part of the social fabric of our lives,” English and jo
teacher Brooke Nelson said.

Advanced Composition students will learn about m
traditional” styles of writing, including humor, criticis
and political commentary. Nelson also hopes to have

Psycholog

By Erika Werking
Entertainment Editor

WS offers a wide array of very different electi:
good bet is Psychology and Sociology.

“T took Psychology over the summer and thou;
very interesting,” said freshman Dafi Fernandez.

Both courses are semester long, but there
Psychology course that spans the entire year and pr
extra challenge for ambitious students who hope to
going into college.

Psychology studies the soul, the mind and the re
of life and mind to the functions of the body. As W!
are developing their own unique personalities, it is i
to take a class that can analyze their own traits.

“Psychology is super fun,” said Psycholog
Matthew Levi. “You get to learn neat stuff, like tt
why you do things and gain an understanding of mx
We study dreams, memory, emotions and do fun pri

Students who have taken the class have found it i

“I think it’s really interesting to learn that cert
that you always do, without realizing it, have speci
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write a TV screenplay at the end of the year.

“Like ‘Seinfeld’,” Nelson said. “If George and Jerry can
sell a script about nothing to NBC, so can we.” She also hopes
the class will get into heated discussions about what they have
read and written, especially since the presidential election is
coming up.

Creative Writing, taught by English teacher Patricia Kettler,
takes another approach to writing. Kettler, who has taught this
English elective for 5 years now, said the class is low-key, but
students will get a lot out of it.

“We write short stories, poetry, plays and do an independent
study during the year,” said Kettler, who sponsored WS’s
literary magazine, Symposium, for 5 years.

“Creative Writing is a great opportunity to write with
structure and to get started,” Kettler said. “It also gives students
the freedom to expand their writing in different directions.”

If you’re still wondering about which class to take to fill up
that empty period, consider the “flip side” of English class.
That “fun” period in the day could go a long way toward
balancing out the stress caused by quadratic equations.

& Sociology

and are studied in depth,” said senior Emily Allen.

Sociology is equally captivating. It studies human social
behavior, especially in the origins, organization, institutions
and development of human society.

“Sociology is open to interpretation,” said Sociology teacher
John McMenamin. “It describes trends and tries to break open
certain ways of thinking.”

Students have also really enjoyed the class. They are often
enlightened when they discover different viewpoints.

“It’s really interesting. I've learned a lot about myself,
sophomore Andrea Goetzhius.

Many people take the two classes together because they
believe they are connected when they are actually very different.
Psychology focuses on the way an individual thinks while
Sociology studies how groups of people interact.

Even though they are not connected, it is still a very popular
choice to take both classes in the same year, one each semester.
They are both very interesting classes that most students would
like.

“I think they can improve a person,” said Fernandez. “It
provides a different view which can lead to a different way of
thinking.”

3

said

By Emily Miller
Managing Editor

Anyone with natural rhythm, unkempt hair and an
appreciation for music has a home in the WS guitar department.
The beginners learn chords, the intermediates polish their
technique, the advanced explore unknown territories in funk
and jazz and the super-advanced rock the TV screen. Keith
Owens, guitar instructor, teaches five levels according to skill,
all the while motivating WS’s rock stars to love that golden
guitar they’re playing.

“The bottom line is to make each individual student the

Peer Helping

By Camila Casillas
Managing Editor

Peer Helping is all about having fun while helping others.
Students get involved in a long list of activities including
community service.

During the first quarter, Kellie Mastrodonato taught the peer
helpers to tutor and mediate.

The peer helpers have the opportunity of hearing many guest
speakers from a variety of programs, like the Northern AIDS
Ministry and MADD. A representative from each group comes
in, informs them about the subject and encourages them to get
involved. As a result, peer helpers passed out red ribbons in
the winter to make the students aware of the dangers of drunk
driving.

The students in peer helping also go on more field trips
than most electives. The peer helpers go to Hemlock and visit

PHOTOGRAP

By Grace Jo
Features Assistant

The smell of chemicals, the click of the camera and the
eerie red glow of the dark room appeal to students who wish to
express their artistry through pictures.

Photography, taught by teachers John Adams and Dorothea
Swaggard is a class where students can express their creativity
through different ways. It’s a class where students learn through
hands-on activities that can be used outside of the classroom.
Adams teaches Photo I while Swaggard teaches Photo I, IT and
II.

“[ like hands on stuff and I really like the teaching staff,”
said junior Steven Bonheim. “They’re awesome. They allow
me to express myself.”

Many current students decided to take photography in past
years as their elective because of the creativity that they can
bring into the photography and the freedom that comes with
the class.

“There’s a lot of freedom and I love going into the dark
room,” said junior Kathryn Strandell.

Students work on the different processes of photography
using their own equipment. The class combines both the
technical and the artistic aspects of taking pictures.

“In Photography, we not only learn to take interesting
photos, we also learn how to process our own film and our
own prints,” said Adams.

Photo I focuses on fundamentals of the entire photo

Jon Nylen

£33

best guitarist they can be,” said Owens.
Students have their own personal reasons for picking up
the guitar. Freshman Haley Schitz wanted to “know the theory

behind it,” senior Adam Thaxter “needed a musical outlet,”
and senior Jay Hurst “was jealous of [his] sister’s guitar-playing
ability.”

The unifying characteristics that tie these students together,
despite age or grade, is the desire to learn more and a need to
create the music that moves them.

“It’s fantastic,” said senior Thomas Planert. “There isn’t
another program that can offer countless opportunities for
creativity.”

area elementary schools.

“We go to Hemlock together so we can become closer as a
class,” said Rimm.

Second quarter each peer helper is assigned an elementary
student that has troubles at home or school. The peer helpers
leave school once a week fo talk with them and often help
them with their homework.

Peer helpers also help out students within our school. They
work with the FLEX kids, and they help new WS students
during their first few days here, showing them to their classes
and offering to eat lunch with them.

Peer Helping is unique compared fo the other electives
offered at WS. The class encourages students to reach out to
other students, and they receive hands on training.

“I love the group discussions,” said senior Elina Khaykin.
“I enjoy expressing feelings and hearing feelings of others on
other topics.”

developing process. Students work with different techniques
in the dark room and light design for a variety of effects.

“I got a digital camera and started taking really good
pictures,” said senior Angelo Johnson. “I thought I might as
well hone that down in this class.”

While students are not taught to use digital cameras, they
can still apply what they have learned in Photography.

As students progress to the higher photography classes, they
begin to study specific styles and special effects. They also
begin their portfolio.

The combination of technology and creativity within Photo
I appeals to a wide variety of students.

“It [the class] is interesting because it has a technical side
and a creative artistic side so it gives everyone the opportunity
to succeed,” said Adams. “Plus, it’s just plain, good ol’ fun.”

.
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Some things

By Emily Miller
Managing Editor

Romance movies can either be your
best friend or your worst enemy.
Combined with a pint of strawberry ice
cream, they can be a soothing remedy
for a crushed heart. But when
sentimental holidays come around and
you’re still single, they’re enough to
make you throw your shoe at the TV
screen. Nevertheless,
the film industry is
never short on
romantic movies,
whether they’re
classics, chick flicks,
or remakes.

Some of the most £
famous love stories,
like “Casablanca,”
are. sepia-toned
giving off anj
authentic feel. Others
are remembered for
the unforgettable
characters like
Scarlett O’Hara in
“Gone With the
Wind.” Most
importantly, the best
classics feature the [FFe¥EE
best actors and
actresses of all time, like Audrey
Hepburn in “Breakfast at Tiffany’s.”

“I like the older movies,” said senior
Whitney Fetzer. “They’re classic and
not cheesy, it’s not skanky fake love.”

The contemporary romance stories
of today, a.k.a. chick flicks, are dismal
in comparison. The typical chick flick
is defined by dull, predictable scripts
and mundane performances by
untalented, skinny teenagers.

are better classic

“Crossroads,” “Down with Love,”
“Maid in Manhattan,” “Two Weeks
Notice,” and “A Guy Thing” are all
prime examples of the dim-witted
nature of love stories today.

“I despise lovey-dove and mushy
stuff,” said sophomore Jessica
Peterson.

The worst thing about these
mindless movies are the girls who like
them are not keeping
il their passion for them
to themselves. They
diffuse the suffering
to innocent victims by
dragging their
boyfriends to go see
them as well.

“I took my ex-
boyfriend once to go
see ‘Legally Blonde
2’ with me,” said
'l junior Sarah

“8 Salvatiea. “He didn’t
really like it because
b4l he thought it was too
girly.”

Thankfully, there
1is still hope for
today’s love stories.
Salvation lies in
* remaking aged love
stories with a modern twist. The first
of these was the 1996 version of
“Romeo + Juliet” starring Claire Danes
and Leonardo DiCaprio. After this box-
office hit followed “Shakespeare in
Love” with Gwyneth Paltrow, “A
Midnight Summer’s Dream” with
Kevin Kline and Michelle Pfeiffer, and
“Elizabeth” with Cate Blanchett.

Junior Frances Correa said, “It was
a modern approach to [R + J1.”

Popular rapper Eminem reflects a growing interest in

rap with his win of two Grammys.

Rap storms music scene

By Danny Tinsley
Junior Staff Writer

Music has undergone many changes
in its long history; even the earliest men
found joy in the soothing sound of
song. From the classical days of
Beethoven to the rock generation of
Elvis, from the pop era of Michael
Jackson to the rap of today, rap is the
sound of choice playing in the
headphones and cars of most teenagers
all around the nation.

The mesmerizing beats of the rap
genre keep teenagers dancing and
humming them long after they have
been heard.

“It’s all about the beats,” said junior
Sam Hoefert.

Like Hoefert, many other students
at WS feel the same way.

“Hip-hop is now something that
everyone can relate to,” said junior
Harold Yegezu. “And the beats and
thythms are exactly what makes it.”

Such current stars like 50 Cent,

Eminem and Ludacris dominate the
radio world with their rap sound.

“I love 50 Cent,” said junior
Lindsay Smith. “T aspire to become his
future partner 49 Cent.”

There are those students, however,
that are not as intrigued by the rap
industry. To them, the beat and rhythms
are nothing more than an annoyance.

“Rap rhymes with crap for a
reason,” said junior Sean Tew.

Even without the respect of the
whole populace, rap is the dominating
sound in the music industry.

“Some people don’t respect rap as
music,” said freshman Hilary
Clinkenbeard. “But making the lyrics
flow with the rhythm takes talent like
any other style of music today.”

At the Grammy Awards, rap was
featured in its own category and
accounted for six awards.

“Rap is really more of an art form,”
said Yegezu. “It’s the highest form of

poetry.” i

Films, music honored in onslaught of award shows

By Katherine Hutton
Inside Story Editor

“Tis the season of award shows.

The Golden Globes took place on January 25, the
Grammys just passed by on February 9, and the
Academy Awards will once again be held at the
Kodak Theatre on February 29.

The airing of these shows causes some students
delight at seeing their favorite celebrities rewarded
while others don’t see the point of showing them on
TV. .

“They’re stupid, pointless, and a waste of time,”
said senior Casey Clausen.

The Grammys is the biggest award show in the
music business. The big winners this year were
Beyonce, who won five Grammys, and Outkast, who
won three.

“It’s interesting that in the last decade that the
majority nominees have changed from rock to R&B

and hip hop,” said senior Dan Steger.

The Grammys also always have a number of
performances to fill the time in between presenting
awards, something that acting awards lack. This year
included pop kids Christina Aguilera and Justin
Timberlake, rappers Outkast and Sean Paul, country
crooners Vince Gill and Martina McBride, and
rockers Sting and Dave Matthews.

“I like the performances because they mixed the
genres like Sting performing with Sean Paul,” said
junior Elizabeth Bush.

Meanwhile, Oscar predictions are under way.
Determining who will the top awards such as Best
Actor, Best Actress, and Best Picture, is a popular
game.

“I want Johnny Depp [to win] because
he really studies what he’s acting,” said
sophomore Ashley Corum. “He goes in
depth.”

The favorites among WS students this
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year seem to be Johnny Depp for Best Actor in
“Pirates of the Caribbean: The Curse of the Black
Pearl” and “Lord of the Rings: The Return of the
King” for Best Picture. The Best Actress category,
however, seems to be up for grabs according to the
student population. According to the results of the
Globes and the nominations for the Oscars, however,
Bill Murray (“Lost in Translation™), Charlize Theron
(“Monster”), and “Lord of the Rings” seem to be
the heavy favorites for Oscar wins. The last
installment of Peter Jackson’s trilogy received 11
Oscar nominations and will probably sweep the
awards.

“They [award shows] are fun to watch,” said
Corum. “It brings Hollywood into your house.”
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A social commentary on sex in the media
Jrom Janet Jackson incident to Madonna

By Adam Rosen
Sports Editor

Sex sells, America. Sex sells. Over the past couple
of years audiences have seen Britney and Madonna'’s
kiss and Janet Jackson’s breast. A new form of
television has been brought to America’s youth. The
TV networks seem to think that they have to do
something to give them that edge, even if someone’

clothes are ripped off.

“I really think celebrities are embarrassing

themselves on TV by doing what they’ ” said

junior Craig Hudson.

Te mo_bm,

“I thought it was smart what
Janet did, because she will prob-
ably make millions for her al-
bum.”

—NMatt Oliver, sophomore

The youth has been ‘Qﬁcmnm to an abundance of

questionable behavior condoned as appropriate for .

all age groups. The Super Bowl and award shows
once were a time when family got to spend time
feasting on snacks and goodies watching the tube
together. Today, it’s a time to see outrageous behavior
and risque scandals. Over these past couple of months
celeberties who the students idolize have been pulling
publicity pranks in order to get fan support. Britney,
Christina, Madonna, and Janet are all responsible for
being a part of this

“I think the whole Janet umn—mwo_._ thing is
overrated,” said senior Mary Leonard.

The Janet exposure incident coincidently took
place the same time she is releasing her new. CD.
Although it’s not conventional advertising, some
speculate her prank may raise the number of album
sales.

“I thought it was smart what Janet did, because

S

2

s kiss

she will probably make millions for her album,” said
sophomore Matt Oliver.

The MTV Video Music Awards is another big
event that causes controversy, not to mention
confusion. Last year, Madonna kissed Britney, and
then Madonna kissed Christina. Students were
shocked to find out what people were doing to attract
attention. Whether it’s someone’s clothes falling off
or the use of provocative language, there will always
be something.

“TV amazes me nowadays,” said junior Justin
Atkinson. “You never know what’s going to happen
next.”

29

Janet Jackson tries to cover up after
Justin Timberiake ripped off part of
her wardrobe at the Super Bowl.

Oracle Picks

On Capitol Hill, the president of Viacom, Mel

iKarmazin (right), apclogizes for any indecent

ibehavior at the half time show, but denies he knew
ing about it. The NFL Oo_._._. _ozm: Paul

_ ased a statemen
the "

>mpiled by Sam Leel
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Knit to be tied

Scarves, hats,

. By Jen Siomacco
Oracle Editor

Winter is synonymous with gloves,
caps, sweaters, scarves and an endless line

of other multicolored and stylish outerwear

pieces. They all have one essential thing
in common, other than the obvious fact that
they hold magical cold-blocking powers:
they are all knitted.

The glory of these wonderful
accessories is that they are simple to make
after the basic skills are mastered. Once
taught in home economics classes across
the nation, knitting is a valuable skill. Itis
not just for women and homemakers, but
for anyone who enjoys making things on
their own to save a little cash. It’s also a
fun and enjoyable pasttime.

“T was in rehearsal for a show,” said
sophomore Kaiti Jones, who learned to knit
in December, “and one of my friends was
knitting and she taught me how.”

The knitting_process isn’t difficult.

of nEnnE:m down a steep
on cheap plastic discs is
irresistable when there’s
snow on the ground.

“I like sledding _un

Jen Siomacco

Knitting has become a way to express fashion creativity. In the past the activity was

associated with older enthusiasts.

as the pearl stitch most commonly found
on gloves and scarves. All that is needed
to create a scarf, however, is the basic
stitch.

The knitter needs simple knitting
needles to start. The size and width of the

The hidden

slopes

of Springtield

who do not find it quite so much

needles will determine the size of the stitch.
The bigger the needles, the looser the
stitch; the smaller, the tighter. Next grab a
ball of yarn. The color of the fiber doesn’t
matter, though there are hundreds of
different yarns to choose from.

Within about an hour and a half of her

Rolling Road.
“I sled at the golf

course. There are a lot of

hills there,” said
Zimmer.

Good sledding
can often be
found right

at home.

There are, of noc.ﬁwn, some
good unknown sledding hills.
One spot is the golf course on
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gloves fly off student needles

initial lesson Jones was knitting away, and
soon was able to use her newfound skills
for her personal gain.

“T knitted all of my cousins scarves for
Christmas,” said Jones, showing, once
again what a money saver a simple skill
can be.

The yarn the knitter chooses to use is
key in making the perfect piece. The Yarn
Barn, located in Burke on Old Burke Lake
Road, is an ideal place to find the perfect
yarn. This local store houses piles of yarn
in a multitude of colors and fibers. They
also offer a variety of classes to better
educate the not so experienced knitters.
Single session classes roughly cost around
$45, but offer the knowledge of a useful
skill that will last a lifetime.

Knitti

additional thrill
can also be added

fun. I like going “T don’t like sledding because
down the hill sh into fences and trees
at fast speed things that hurt,” said
said sopho- Vincent Lamar.
more Dani

Zimmer,

by sledding at
different times of
day. Many WS
students enjoy sled-

CRUNCH .
Refusing to let Starbucks monopolize biscotti as
well as coffee, students bake it in their own oven

By Lauren Kondo
Features Editor

At Starbucks and other coffee houses the display of
bakery goodies is filled with cookies, muffins, and a
crunchy Italian treat: biscotti. While some establishments
charge just-as much for the biscotti as the coffeee, the
cookies can be made at home for much less. ;

Biscotti has become coffee’s partner because of the
crunchiness. This crispiness comes from baking the
cookie twice.

“Tlove it because it’s crunchy,” said sophomore Elyse
Ritter. “It adds more flavor to the coffee.”

Another reason for its appeal is its broad, flat, wand-
like shape that makes for a good grip when dunking into
coffee, tea, or wine. The cookie must be immersed for a
couple of seconds before it starts to absorb the liquid.

“T love to dunk it,” said freshman Anne Sloan.

The name derives its meaning from the Italian word
for twice baked. It was an Ttalian baker who originated
the cookie during Columbus’s time so he could have
something to accompany his wine. At first they were
made with almonds because they were readily available.

“My grandfather sends it,” said Sloan. “He usually
adds almonds.”

Now biscotti have expanded to include much more
than almonds. A search on the internet for the perfect
recipe comes up with endless possibilities. Many extras
can be added including dried fruits, chocolate, nuts, seeds,

“1 :_8 m_naa:_m at Hunt
Valley,” said sophomore Diego
Siova. “It’s flat after the hill so
you can keep going m& a long
time.”

Thavea Bm:o:ﬁEE
a lot of fun.”
Besides 55@ di

t in their backyards.
m a hardcore sledder,” said

rent Eb%

aEm at night.

“Sledding

;
Siova. “I love the :5: 2

H CRUNCH

and spices. Among the countless recipe varieties are

brownie, chocolate cherry, cranberry, anise, lemon poppy
seed and pistachio. They can also be topped with
chocolate and nuts.

And for those meticulously counting their omacm there
is even a version Dr. Atkins himself would indulge in. In
addition to low carb biscotti, there are other recipes to
satisfy dieters: whole wheat, fat free, sugar free, sodium
free, low-calorie, and glutten free are all choices. Kosher
and vegan biscotti can be made as i
well.

Even with all of these
recipes, students like
sophomore Steven
Woody prefer not
to make their
own because
they can’t
bake.

“T lived in Italy
where they have it in
every bar,” said
Woody. “(The bars are) sort
of like a McDonald’s here.”

Even those that can bake shy
away from baking biscotti because of the time element.

“My mom makes it, but it takes forever to bake it,”
said Ritter. “You have to bake it like four times.”

ear _._,N.
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i The Oracle introduces a new column, “Sex in
| the 'field,” which will explore the intricacies of

ove, sex and relationships in high school.

@@oBE@

field @

You know you

By Betsy Miller
Senior Staff Writer

1. You only feel talented whemn:
a. it’s flu season and your nose sounds like
a trombone.

b. you can identify what a trombone sounds
like.

c. you’re such a good trombone player that
WS drops the football team and people
come just to hear you play on
Friday nights. L

UiZ!

2. Your first dance recital was
impressive because you:

a. didn’t wet yourself.

b. busted out a couple of original
Moves.

¢. had the director from the New York City
Ballet follow you to Denny’s after the show
(and you still didn’t wet yourself).

3. When it comes to your status as an
athlete:
a. well, you tried out.

2

b. you played a little JV ball and then “took
some time off to get your grades up.”

c. you're just so sick of getting offered
scholarships. Kobe Bryant went straight to
pros; why can’t you?

4. As far as your singing voice goes:

a. about the only thing it’s good for is

making duck calls when you go hunting
with your relatives.

b. your friends don’t always turn the radio
up louder when you’re singing in the car.
c. you’'re so good at singing you don’t even
half to take your clothes off to get attention
(unlike many of today’s more famous
vocalists).

5. Your parents constantly pressure you
to:

a. get a job.

b. remember how “special” you are.

c. pick their stocks for them, while
simultaneously cooking six course meals
and sewing new drapes.

to stick spoons in your mouth.

6. When you dance at parties:

a. sometimes people mistake your moves
for a mild seizure and try to stick spoons
in your mouth.

b. you can usually manage to not trip, and
if you do, you just blame it on your partner.
c. you make dance enthusiast Jared
Timmons look like an amateur.

7. When you try to speak your foreign
language of choice:
a. sometimes people can tell what language
your speaking.
b. you’ve got the food words, colors and
how to request permission to go to the
bathroom down pat.

c. you try not to make to much

UiZ!

fun of the mispronunciations of
the native speakers.

8. If you were to die tomorrow your
obituary would say:

a. not too much. Maybe a nice picture
would be sufficient.

b. you were “just beginning to realize your
full potential.”

c. “this story will be continued on pages
10 through 15,” after the first five pages.

... you dance at parties, and sometimes people
mistake your moves for a mild seizure and try




Liz Weiderhold
Etc. Editor

One of the worst things about turning
16 is coming to the horrible conclusion that
you are no longer:

a) To handle Barbie Dolls

b) Wear your hair in a side ponytail

c) Listen to the Spice Girls

If you are a guy, these things have been
stamped out of you since birth, but for girls
this type of release of childhood is very
distressing. You also see yourself in a new
light. You look at yourself as a more mature
and sophisticated person, though in reality
you are none of these things.

I turn 16 today (in reality, I do NOT turn
sixteen today but for the sake of this article
I will). This thought scares me and raises
important questions: What happened since
I was wearing saddle shoes and a Barney
shirt? What happened to my childhood
after I was done playing “house”? Why
would my mother let me go out into the
world wearing saddle shoes and a Barney
shirt?

Chances are, that in 16 more years [ will
be 32. That is a little too close to middle
age to be perfectly comfortable. My
chaotic years will be behind me then and I
will be holding down a steady job at the
office (HA! Me? A steady job! IN AN
OFFICE!)

I will have a husband and my adopted
Chinese baby girl. You might be asking
yourself at this point: “Liz, are you
adopting because you do not want to
subject the world to the continuation of
your genes?”

Yes, of course, because my child
shouldn’t have to be stuck with many of
my genes. That is not the only reason. I
have also seen “The Miracle of Birth”
videos last year in biology, depicting child

names at any given time and constantly
apply the same name (Jeremy) to any
person (gender is of no importance) to
anyone that I may forget.

Essentially, this means that, to the best

birth as what could only metaphorically be
described as a stealth bomber going full

_speed through an inner tube. My most

important reason for adopting is simply
that these girls need me.

But, back to aging. Yes, at 32 I will be
enrolled in permanent aerobics classes, I'll
be wearing straight leg jeans and tucking
in my shirt and looking remarkably less of
my younger years and resemble more of a
prune.

“Old Age” has unfortunately come
knocking on my door already. I have
recently lost all traces of common sense
and have never remembered more than 20

Liz Weiderhold

of my knowledge, perhaps 96% of our
school is named Jeremy, including,
sometimes, myself.

Even more recently L have lost my entire
memory. For example, I come into algebra,
having studied for an hour and a half the
night before, knowing not only what
inverse functions are but also how to find
them. My teacher would then hand out the
tests and as soon as I see the words “find’
and “inverse functions” I react with a
distinct “huh?” This causes some stress-
related problems in my life, let me just tell
you,

I have no appearance of a receding

hairline, one facet of aging that I am very
confident that won’t be a problem for me.
Also, maturity is something I won’t have
to deal with. I lack some component that
allows normal humans to mature past age
12. In actuality T have only a second grade
maturity. I base this on the fact that I
recently broke a rib laughing from the old
jokes from this grade. My favorite is
easily:

Bob: Spell I Cup and say “funny colors”
at the end.

Carla: I-C-U-P funny colors....

Bob: laughing cruelly Eww, you see me
pee funny colors. You have cooties!

Amazingly, I share my birthday with
George Washington, in which, as you
know, his name can be rearranged to spell
“No, I want Greg E’s hog.”

On a side note, an interesting fact not
many people know is that he was the first
elected leader of our country. I feel this
downplays my own birthday because I
now have to live up to George (yes, we
are on a first name basis). But I deal with
this by making very subtle intimations
such as “HEY STUDENT BODY! I, LIZ
WEIDERHOLD, TURN 16 TODAY!
WOO HOO FOR ME!”

I have the mind of a 93-year-old and
the maturity of a seven-year-old so, what
do I have that normal 16-year-olds have?
The answer is: homework, hormones and
the word “sixteen’ being the response to
the question, “How old are you?” This also
applies to the grades I've been getting on
tests, the amount of cash I have in my
wallet, and the number of names I
currently remember that are NOT Jeremy.

SONG”.

1. “WARDROBE MALFUNCTIONS”

TOP10 REASONS YOUR CLOTHES MIGHT COME
OFF IN THE SUPER BOWL

10. YOU ARE STANDING NEXT TO A CERTAIN SOMEONE WHO HAS THE INITIALS Ln_u
9. STREAKING ACROSS MID-FIELD IS YOUR INNER SATISFACTION.

8. YOU JUST LOST A HUMILIATING BET TO YOUR FRIENDS.

7 YOU ARE SEEKING A SPOT ON THE 11 O'CLOCK NEWS.

6. YOU SPONTANEOUSLY DECIDE TO BECOME A MEMBER OF A NUDIST COLONY.
5. YOU WANT TO SHOW OFF YOUR NEW “SECRET PIERCING”.

4. YOU MIGHT BE PUBLICIZING YOUR NEW CD, WHICH IS DEBUTING THE FOLLOWING DAY.
3. YOU ARE IN SOME WAY RELATED TO THE JACKSON FAMILY.

2. THE SONG TO WHICH YOU ARE DANCING TO COMMENDS YOU TO GET “NAKED BY THE END OF THE

—Compiled by Adam Rosen
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