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Put a heart toward saving

Science Honor Society finds recruits to donate organs

By Sarah Drabkin
Junior Staff Writer

Signing up to be an organ donor is important. Just ask
Physics teacher Ed Linz.

“Raising awareness is the most important thing you
can do,” said Linz, who received a donor heart on
September 9, 1994. “It can happen to anyone. Go home
tonight and tell your family what you want to happen if
something happens to you.”

The Science Honor Society, sponsored by Chemistry
teacher Ann Bogar and Barinder Deu, noted the need for

By Jason Gillis
Managing Editor

The year 2004 continues the
war on terror, the economic woes
and the presidential campaign.
The Democratic nomination
process started last year and
continues to bring headlines, even
though the field of nine has been
brought down primarily to two.

The recent Virginia primary
gave some seniors the chance to
vote for the first time. The open
Virginia primary allows anyone
to vote because Virginians do not
register with a certain party.

“I voted for [Wesley] Clark
because I wanted to pull votes
away from [John] Kerry,” said
senior Kim Buckles.

Pictures, sound bites, debates
and harsh allegations skyrocket
across front pages and evening
news, but not everyone chooses
to pay attention

“T want to learn more about it
in school and also be able to vote
before I start paying attention,”
said sophomore Sara Crawley.

Other students become more
active in politics due to their
personal beliefs and also pay
attention because it is required in
class.

“I have to watch the news for
arequirement in my government
class, but T always enjoy watching
it and expressing my feelings to
others,” said Buckles.

Some seniors enrolled in
government follow the current
events surrounding the election
topics, along with analyzing the
outcome of the primaries.
Students learn about different
ways to participate in
government.

organ donors and decided to do something about it.

government if you didn

Students vote for Prez

Voting seniors express political opinions

One startling fact that students
learn is that over half of the
eligible voters choose to stay
home instead of casting their
ballot.

“You can

5.

t complain about the

difference, but when people get
in the same mindset, it makes a
difference,” said Buckles.
Recent polls put John Kerry
and President George W. Bush in
a dead heat. No one, of course,

Don
John
Edwards
1%
Al
Sharpton
3%
Arnold

2%

Schwarzenegger

Poll taken of 250 students
—Compiled by Tim O’Keefe

Who do you think will be

elected president in 2004?
Anyone but Bush

Ralph Nader
4%

£l 2

t vote,
said Buckles.

One argument that the
nonvoters use is that their vote
doesn’t make a difference in the
long run. Some say they have a
point because the presidential
election itself is an indirect
election, in which the vote for a
candidate does not directly go to
the candidate. The voter casts his
ballot for a delegate. In any other
contest, it is a direct election
where the total is counted and
whoever has the majority wins.

.“One vote doesn’t make a

The SHS will be recruiting organ donors outside the
cafeteria the 16th and 17th of March during both lunches.
Students do not have to be a particular age, but have to
fill out documentation to become donors.

“You’re signing a card that says if something does
happen to you, your organs will be donated,” said Linz.

More than 83,000 patients worldwide currently are
waiting for donor organs. And every day, approximately
eight people die waiting for an organ tissue donor.

2001 was the first year in which the number of living
donors exceeded the number of deceased donors.

knows yet who will win.

“At the moment Bush is ahead
because he is the incumbent, but
Kerry still has six months to
solidify his platform,” said senior
Dan Phan. ,

Even with seniors learning
about their governmental system
firsthand, underclassmen show
their apathy toward the whole
political process.

“I can’t vote yet and it’s
pointless because I don’t think the
president does anything,” said

junior Patrick Newhall. “It’s all
of his advisers.

5

See DONATE on page 5.
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Students with empty pockets
and stomachs fill on samples

By Ashley Hughes
Photographer

In the busy life of a teenager, many find
themselves digging into empty pockets.
After whirlwind days filled with the
physical demands of practice, the dragging
hours of school, and the monotony of work,
sometimes it’s easier to answer the
growling stomach with a quick stop by
Whole Foods Market for their famous free
samples.

Whole Foods is a specialty food market
that caters to those on special diets due to
food allergies, weight concerns, vegetarian
preferences or other personal needs.
Because of their rarity, the average price
of products at Whole Foods is higher than
that of more common stores such as Giant,
Shoppers or Food Lion. By taste testing the
food, customers are more inclined to
purchase cheese for seven dollars.

Senior Beth-Ann Dick, a cashier’s
assistant at Whole Foods, sees people come
in to eat the samples all the time.

“They come in for a nice little snack,”
said Dick.

A three-and-a-half-year veteran of
“cart pushing,” Dick has seen many
people enter the store for a taste without
buying. At times entire sports teams will
jog to the store and nibble on the many
plates of fruit, bread, and cheeses. How
does the management feel about this?

“They really don’t care,” said Dick

Junior Laurain Hackett agrees. She
worked as a cashier for Whole Foods for
three-and-half months this summer.

“They’re really into serving the
customers,” said Hackett.

In addition to'the many samples they
have for display throughout the store,
patrons can, with permission, taste from
the unopened containers. Most people,
however, are drawn to the seemingly
unlimited supply of samples.

Kristeen Cook observes this “trying
without buying” every day. A member of
WS’s Class of 2001, Cook currently works
in the bakery department of Whole Foods.
While telling customers about the
differences in their specialty breads, Cook
has a chance to witness the effectiveness
of these samples.

Lm:__m.__‘_ Hughes

Junior Leslie Sherman and senior mum:nmq Horner try the many dips at Whole Foods.

with the teenagers, but with the little kids
trailing behind their parents.

“They’ll run around and put food back
into the containers,” said Cook. “That’s
when we have to say something.”

Employees are trained to avoid
limiting people’s tasting. The only times
they are permitted to stop customers is if

eating from the salad bar or filling
containers with free samples) or if they are
hurting other customers (if the
consumption is unsanitary.):

“We have asked people to leave
before,” Cook said.

Otherwise, customers are encouraged
to try the different tastes Whole Foods has

She says that the Emmmmﬁ ﬁ_.oEnE isn’t

they are obviously stealing (for example,  to offer.
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The inevitable dread of
- receiving a test score or an essay
grade can be alleviated by a
- carefully placed sticker, stamp, or
smilely face. It can also be
heightened by seeing a certain
color of pen or a frowning face.
It never easy getting back a
certain letter that can lead to the
sinking of your stomach.
However, seeing comments in
certain pen colors scrawled
_across the page can either lead to
more sinking, or floating.
“Red is a stop sign,” said
sophomore Machi Shields. It

4

wrong.” -
Red seems to be universally
accepted as a color to avoid.
Traditionally, it was used by
‘teachers in grading because it

- stood out from the student’s
- work. Now, it signifies strong

signals you did something.

T .QE.RQ moBmmuEm.En you mcﬁE
.«Mu..i.i .
~ On the other _.-mhmu..,_u:mrﬁna

colors like blue and green tend to
work better. Scientific studies

show that green is the color of

creativity. . .
Aside from choice of pen
shade, stickers and stamps can
boost a student’s self-esteem.
“It’s always reassuring to have
a sticker or smiley face,” said
freshman Libby Bursley.
Cuing from this correlation,

_ French teacher Joelle Torreele has

a system with stickers that she has
been doing for 10 years. She got
the idea from when she was a
student teacher. This self-
proclaimed “Sticker Queen™ has
a pencil case brimming of stickers
for every occasion: smiles,
snowmen, French-themed and
mvv_mmu _Fﬁ to name a few.
Every time any of Torreele’s

” mﬁ.nar.mEaaEm gets an “A” or
works well in class, they receive
a sticker to put on their mﬁnwﬂ ..

n_amﬁaa.mna are qooa for the

_ whole year. When students turmn

in their cards, Torreele records

thisiin her grade book as an *8”.
_ After computing the grade, if it

helps bump the grade, she’ll use
it; if not, she’ll save it as rollover
for the next quarter. Regardless,
the effort is never lost.
_“Grades are secondary,” said
Torreele. “Learning is my main

objective. Language - is
cumulative with a lot of
vocabulary.”

The big question

surrounding this issue is the
effects. Do stickers really help
a student learn or feel better?

“It motivates and gives a
little more control [to the
studenfs],” said Torreele. “It’s a
gimmick. It stimulates them. If
1 discontinued I'd have a lot of
students upset about it.”

Still others don’t want
stickers. They don’t want green
pen corrections. They don't

- need nrw&n BE,Wm For EnE
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What was lost now

By Christie Kim
Senior Staff writer

Losing personal belongings happens to
everyome. It’s especially common for
teenagers; it’s as if high school students
are incapable of buying something and
keeping it for more than several months
without having to crawl under beds and
search trash cans ,

There’s a good chance that if you’ve
misplaced something around school it will
be in the lost and found. A recent trip to
the attendance office, where the lost and
found is located, proved shocking.
Hanging up behind the door on the coat
rack were at least five unclaimed jackets
along with items as large as backpacks to
ones as small as pencil cases. A box held
around ten pairs of eye glasses, keys, and
keychains—all unclaimed.

The majority of belongings come from
the music and theater departments, or the
library, but the lost and found houses

stranded items found all over the school.

“If the belongings aren’t picked up, we
donate them all to Good Will or the
Salvation Army,” said attendance officer
Sue Burow. “Students must check the lost
and found from time to time if they’re
missing something because there are so

many items that are left unclaimed.”
Certain items, such as school text books
or calculators, will be returned to the
appropriate teacher. But personal
belongings, like car keys and watches, will
be left in the attendance office until the end
of the school year where they will later

Ryan _.Swﬁwm
The numerous jackets hanging at the Lost and Found are proof of its obscurity.

has special place to be found

meet their n_muﬁmm at Good Will.

“I lost two calculators sophomore year,
but I didn’t go to the lost and found because
I didn’t know there was one,” said senior
Patrick Kluttz. .

Many students don’t know the school
has a lost and found. It may not have its
own room to store misplaced items, but a
quick glance into the attendance office and
you will be sure to notice the mounds of
clothing and objects yelling your name.

The lost and found, however doesn’t
guarantee whatever you lost will be there,
because there will always be those certain
people who will take things and not return
them. That doesn’t mean, however, that it
won’t be amidst the piles of other ﬁm@ﬁ_oum_ 4
stuff. :

“I lost my CD player, but it wasn’t in
the lost and found,” said sophomore Will
Richardson.

So make sure and check the lost and
found; it will save you enormous amounts
of money as well as time lost to searching
in cars and dirty closets.
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Boredom belongs some

Springfield proves to be a city rich in history and nature

By Grace Jo
Features Editor

1

Springfield isn’t a place that stirs emotions of
excitement and adventure, yet the community that WS
rests in is rich in history. It is a community that takes
pride in preservation of nature and history. :

Many students find Springfield to be boring and have
difficulty finding activities.

“There’s not that much in mﬁmﬁmm&a to do except
maybe go to the mall,” said sophomore Lisa Sherman.

Students describe our community as a place that lacks
in activities for them to participate in.

“] think Springfield is boring because I like the city,”
said junior Sarah Chu. “In the city, there’s parades and
stuff but not in Springfield.” ;

Springfield is not just hills and houses though, it is a
community of history. Even the roads that many students
recognize have a story behind them. 3

“Idon’t know much about [Springfield history],” said
senior Sam Jones. “I know that Old Keene Mill has been
around for about 400 years, but that’s about it.”

Not only Old Keene Mill Road but familiar roads such
as Rolling and Braddock Road have significant meanings.

In colonial times, barrels of tobacco were rolled down
hills to nearby ports, thus the name Rolling Road.

The famous Braddock Road was named after General
Edward Braddock from the French and Indian War.
Historians are not sure that he actually travelled along
today’s Braddock Road, but legends say that a cannon
full of gold was buried along the way, somewhere in
Fairfax County.

" Another more modern legend is the Bunnyman
murders people have researched and speculated about.

Springfield is known for its preservation of nature.
Even the oak trees that surround were placed through

Accotink, Hidden Pond
Nature Center and Pohick
Creek.

The South Run Rec

Center provides a multitude

of activities including a

earth-floor field house that
can - be rented for
horseback riding and
soccer or lacrosse games.

Springfield was the last
city developed within a 12-
mile zone of DC. It borders
Old Town Alexandria, a
place rich in historical
culture.

where else

efforts of Springfield nature advocates.
and recreational centers in Springfield, places where
" people go to relax and enjoy the nature, such as Lake
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(above) Braddock Road, named after
General Braddock, streiches throughout
Fairfax County and runs through Spring-
field. Braddock may have marched along
what is now Braddock Road to a French
fort. (left) The Hidden Pond Nature Center
is a nearby park where studenis can
observe animals native to the Springfield
area.

Those interested in history and nature have much to
do. Springfield is much more than just a busy place with
traffic. . :
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Mark Twain |

AP students model Twain’s works by highlighting the ups an

By Mike Campbell
Special to The Oracle

High school is such a fantastic place; with all the wonderful learning
going on, I cannot wait to quench my thirst for knowledge each day. But
each day my enthusiastic quest is brought to a halt: whenever nature calls,
I have an immediate sense of dread. This is true and I will say that upon
entry to any one of the great men’s bathrooms, anybody will share my
feelings of fear.

It all started when I was a defenseless little freshman and had no idea of
the ways of high school. I made my first venture into a bathroom near the
football locker rooms only to discover that the doors of all the stalls had
been torn from their hinges and the paper towel dispenser appeared to have
been viciously attacked by some wild beast. After many similar experiences,

I am now convinced that there is a hysterical crackpot out there determined
to strew the contents across every inch of floor space possible. I can only
hope that we do not have a fierce confrontation in the future.

Perhaps they have some past grandeur that I am unaware of, but I can
say that at least for the time that I have been at WS, the bathrooms have
always been an incredibly unsanitary mess. If the Centers for Disease Control
found out about the conditions of the men’s bathrooms here, I am certain
that the bathrooms would be quarantined and there would be an evacuation
of the school for an indefinite period. Apparently they are not informed at
this time.

Some corners of the bathrooms are totally inaccessible due to the
accumulated grime left behind by people. It seems nobody told me that the
men’s bathrooms are official dumpsites for toxic nuclear waste. T would not
be surprised if a mo_onw of mutated behemoth rats emerged from the depths
of these corners and devoured half the school population. I hope I am not

Anytime someone flushes a toilet, a deadly
game of “Russian Roulette” begins; no one
knows which toilet will be the one to overflow
and attack the innocent bystanders with the
splash of death. | must always remember to
make a swift retreat from the scene of
destruction.

the only person aware of the fate that may await us.

On top of all the other deficiencies, there is one ever-present and even
more dangerous aspect of the bathrooms. This covert threat is one that can
almost never be detected but is the most dreaded of all. Anytime someone
flushes a toilet, a deadly game of “Russian Roulette” begins; no one knows
which toilet will be the one to overflow and attack the innocent bystanders
with the splash of death. I must always remember to make a swift retreat
from the scene of destruction. T just cannot understand why people are unable
to suppress their diabolical impulses to shove toilet paper down the toilet to
ambush some unsuspecting student.

I know the bathrooms may always be a frightful place, but the users
need to do their part to keep them cleaner. For the hooligans who get their
jollies by decimating paper towel dispensers, leaving waste everywhere,
and clogging toilets, I pity them. Yet it is necessary to fight the urge and I
ask that whoever these phantoms are that for the good of the people, please
stop this senseless tomfoolery.

Until then, I will be dodging the “Russian Roulette” toilets.

~

Christie Kim

Faculty

By Mike Gemmer
Special to The Oracle
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Highlights of high school dating

By Karla Sakas
Special to The Oracle

the Surgeon General has deemed healthy. From these films she has learned
exactly how her admirers must woo her. At the same time, however, she is
sympathetic to the teenage budget and does not expect galloping horses,

“You hang up first.” windswept beaches, or dazzling sunsets. She’ll seitle instead for a hand
“Aw, no, you hang up!” painted sign hanging over Senior Rail, one that professes Archie’s love for
“No, you!” ¢ in large, grammatically correct letters—Ilet’s hope. Archie can also leave

“Okay, both of us at the same time?”

“Wait... so you want us to end the conversation?”

“What? That’s not what I meant!”

“Becky told me you were an insensitive jerk!®

Click.

The course of true love never did run smooth
teenage romances. For every undying love confess
heart is broken over French fries in the cafeteria
the emotional roller coasters of adolescent affection ar
equip him or herself wih a few pieces of valuable ad:
unbreakable plastic. Let us follow Archibald, a QEMM
on his quest for amore.

First, Archibald must choose his object of affect
most difficult part of his journey. The hallways ar
young ladies, most possessing astonishing levels o
signs! Archie must carefully narrow down his se
considering the most important aspects of character:
standards, zodiac sign, and hotness in a short skir
demonstrates why love seems to bloom with the most
the warm weather months. -

Next, Archie must catch the attention of his lover-to-be. We’ll call her
Rachel. Rachel, like most teenage girls, has viewed more chick flicks than

for her in each of her classes, along with mysterious notes and poems.
entioned, however, that if the freshest flowers he can wrangle are
[ S E..n_ Ew poetry rivals oEz that of a newly-literate

e movies are a popular destination for
Archie won’t see the enormous zit on
on’t notice the spinach caught in Archie’s
,Em: both are sweating nervously and can’t
oon-inducing compliments—the Hollywood
ﬁn talking for them.

wnm_um to take shape. We can pinpoint exactly
. f affection start to make their butterflies-inducing
the minute the two return to their separate homes afer the first
; Archie looks in the mirror, you stud, you, and realizes that he may just
have found his soulmate. His other half. His goddess of love and beauty to
love and cherish for all eternity. He can only wonder if she is thinking the
same thing..

Do you think he’ll notice if I ask out his friend Bobby instead?

Adam's graduation speech

tell them, “I’'m just getting some fresh air.” If you have an alarm system,

By Adam Rosen

Sports Editor like me, then you're in bad shape. First, pretend you’re getting drinks out of
the garage. When you open the door to go in the garage, open the other door
Dear Class of 2020, to throw off the alarm system. Leave the other door (the door you’re going

First of all, I wanted to thank the students, parents and the faculty for
allowing me to speak to you today. I’'m honored to have the chance to pass
some of my knowledge on to the student body. I hope you students achieve
your goals and fulfill your destinies, like me. I graduated from this mc_..oc_
in 2005 on the B,D honor roll. This
distinguished performance has led me
to a successful occupation: a male |
stripper. All you ladies out there are
probably 18; so, stop on by. If you
want a little dance at the club, ask for
Mr. Big Rose. But, this is not about
me. It’s about you students. I wanted
to read you something that I wrote to
my English class when I was a junior.
I had a teacher named Mrs. Nelson (is
she still with us?) who taught me how
to write good, I mean well.

Do not smoke weed. Smoking can
kill you and it leads to emphysema.
So, sell it to your friends for a good
price to make yourself richer and
healthier. You’re not the one smoking
it, so everything should be swell.

Never steal. It is wrong to steal
because if you are caught you will get
in trouble. Make sure you steal from a
place where you can’t get caught, like
7-Eleven. The people who work there
don’t speak very good English, so you
will have less of a chance of getting
caught. When they try to turn you in,
they’ll have trouble speaking with the
officer.

Do not sneak out. Make sure you devise a plan before you sneak out.
When sneaking out, take certain precautions so the plan can work perfectly.
If you crawl out of the window and your parents find the window open, just

to sneak out) open while closing the garage door. 1 know this sounds
complicated, but these procedures must be taken seriously. If caught, keep
apologizing and make sure to find out how they caught you so you can learn
from your mistakes. If sneaking out continues not to work, sneak people in.

Never have sex unless it is with a
condom. Better safe than sorry. If you or
your counterpart do not have a condom,
drive as fast as you can to CVS. If you
have no money, well then face it, “you’re
screwed” and you missed another golden
opportunity. But there is always other
stuff you can do with her.

Do not drink excessive amounts. As
long as you don’t drink too much then
you're fine. The last thing you want is
one of your friends cleaning up your
throw up while you’re not passed out. A
night getting drunk can always be a
special night in one’s heart.

I know all of you are seniors and
probably know your way around town.
You can use my information for summer
and college, but most importantly of all
you can pass this knowledge on to your
kids and, if you’re still alive, your
grandchildren. If you don’t have kids,
then go buy some so you can teach them
what I said. Please take my thoughts
seriously, because this is a once in a
lifetime opportunity. You have the
privilege of listening to me speak and not
Susan Sommerterar. Someone like Geraldo. I'm m...?r”_m you
good advice. I hope you take my thoughts into consideration. I’m doing my
best to act as a friend to you. A Ralph Waldo Emerson one said, “A friend
might be well reckoned the masterpiece of nature.” I'll let you ponder on
that.

CONGRATS

ELans 8

2020
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Disney and Pixar
suffer messy

By Grace Jo
Features Editor

Disney, the creator of beloved movies
such as “Finding Nemo,” may be
floundering instead of swimming.

There’s been a burst of activity from
the Walt Disney Company. First, there was
the sudden break up with Pixar, then the
Comcast merger proposal, and finally the
purchase of the Muppets.

Disney’s troubles began when
negotiations between Disney and Pixar
over the future productions ended with
Steve Jobs, the founder of Pixar studios,
terminating the partnership. Disney still
has rights to the two current projects “The
Incredibles,” and “Cars,” but they’ve lost
the talents of John Lasseter, the genius
behind the animation of the recent hits

_“Toy Story,” “Monsters Inc.” and “Finding

23

Nemo.

I think [Disney] was really stupid to
break up with Pixar,” said senior Christy
Buzan. “Pixar animation has created some
of the best and amazing animation out

Entertainment

divorce

Pixar productions have been the
mainstream money makers for Disney
during the past years. Due to the failure of
Disney’s individual productions of “Lilo
and Stitch” and “Treasure Planet,” the
studio hasn’t been making much money
on its own.

Now Disney has approximately two
years to create an animation team that is
up to par with the already successful Pixar
team.

“I think it [the breakup] was a bad move
because, without Pixar, Disney won’thave
any movies people will like,” said
sophomore Alaina Harriman.

After it’s messy and abrupt divorce with
Pixar, Disney went into conflict again. This
time, it was with the large cable company
Comcast. Comeast atiempted a merge with
Disney, offering them $54 billion. Eisner
rejected this offer as too low. Disney and
Comcast now have been battling each
other. Disney claims that Comcast
undervalued Disney, while Comcast

23

Comedy central gives
gay men makeover

By Emily Miller .
Managing Editor

Rob, Billy, Kyle and Curtis are four
straight men on a mission: converting
homosexual males to the heterosexual lifs-
styles. Comedy Central’s “Straight Plan for
the Gay Man” is a spin-off of Bravo’s
“Queer Eye for the Straight Guy.”

“The gay guys can have their say in
turning straight guys gay, so why can’t the
straight guys turn the gay guys straight?”
said freshman Peter Abelman.

Jonathan was once a Gueci wearing,
teacup collecting, Bette Davis quoting
homosexual, who volunteered on “Straight

Plan” to become an “unfabulous™ m:.mwmrﬁ,
man for a day. Although he just wanted to

test out the hetero waters, his entire life

unraveled on screen with the expertise of
the four guys.

“I think it’s a bloody waste of time
because who cares?” said junior Brian
Roberts: “Let him be gay.”

The primary goal of the show is for

Jonathan to go undercover into a job and
pass as a straight man. The job varies with
each show, but Jonathan’s task involves the

meat-packing industry. To prepare

Jonathan for this ultimate test, the
unfabulous four tear apart his home,
upgrade his wardrobe, and even teach him

Disney and Pixar have collaborated in making blockbusters like “Monsters Inc

and

“Toy Story.” “Finding Nemo” recently won the Oscar for Best Animated Film.

declares their offer generous according to
Disney’s prospects.

After the attacks on Disney for its
incompetence in business management,
Disney got a boost when it succeeded after
a 14-year effort to buy the Muppets. Now
Kermit the Frog and Miss Piggy will reside
with Mickey and Minnie Mouse. Disney
plans on using the Muppets for new
television shows, movies and products.

company after being under fire for the
break with Pixar. This may give Disney

_some hope for prospects for the future, but

some Disney fans still long for the great
productions that came out of the Disney-
Pixar duo.

“[ think they [Disney and Pixar] were a
great collaboration together,” said junior
Lisa Son. “Pixar with the 3-D stuff and
Disney with the cartoon animation were
really good together.” .

of a straight man’s life.

how to walk. Soon enough his apartment
is reupholstered in plaid, empty beer cans
replace his teacups, and his chandeliers are
excavated for a glowing neon Selsum Blue
lamp. ;
“I liked it because they make the gay
guy’s apartment funny,” said sophomore
Aaron Cooper. “They made it all plaid.”
The show stereotypically divides the

Comedy Central has hired their own “Fab Four” to help gay men learn the secreis _

men, but it still had its funny moments. In
one scene, Rob, Billy, Kyle and Curtis
introduce Jonathan to a .44 magnum in the
‘shooting range. Before each one fires, they
all quote hard-core movies, like Samual
Jackson’s rant in Pulp fiction. Jonathan,
however, quotes Gone with the Wind and
before he pops a cap he says “Frankly my
dear, I don’t give a damn.”
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" By Jen

¢ Siomacco &
Heidi Sfiligoj
Oracle Editors
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At first sight it

would appear to be a

diverse haven for city

dwellers of Chinese

descent, but at a

second glance, it’s evident that it

is instead a diffusion, not just of

Asian culture, but of the fruits of
American capitalism.

Immense growth has sprung
up in the blocks surrounding 7th
and H Streets—the heart of
Chinatown. New restaurants and
places of interest are gaining
popularity and status, and
popping up more rapidly every
year. The MCI Center, built in
1997, brings locals, tourists and
profits for conventions, concerts
and sporting events. The newly
opened DC Convention Center
and the recently renovated City
Museum, located a short walk
down 7th Street, are also enticing
new crowds consistently.

Chinatown, since its renewal,
has been praised as a hot spot for
weekend outings and social
gatherings. While it may be
gaining a more hip and trendy

“reputation, its authentic

Seattle, Washington, but
simply adorned with
signs written in Chinese
characters, are what are
reaping the benefits of
this highly acclaimed
tourist district.

Only after turning off
of 7th Street and
venturing on H, the real
Chinatown can be
found. Several high-
class restaurants and
markets are left,
however, that truly do
live up to the standards
of cultural cuisine; they
simply are not as
publicized as much as
the food chains that line
the other blocks.

-Delicious Chinese
food can be found on H
Street for just a few
dollars or, for the cost of
a slightly higher check,
exquisite cuisine Is
served up to those whose
tastebuds' fayor the
Orient.

The China Inn is an
inexpensive restaurant that offers
up a variety of Chinese foods
found in different regions of
China. Hunan Chinatown offers
Hunan cuisine at a slightly higher,
though not extremely high price.

The Chinese arch near the intersection of
7th and H Streets rests in the middle of an
onslaught of Americanized commerce,
surrounded on all sides by Starbucks and

Fuddruckers, with Hooters, McDonald’s

and Chipotle right around the corner.

international restaurants,
residences and shops that gave
Chingtown its base no longer
stand as the main attraction for
drawing in customers and
tourists. The Chinese arch near
the intersection of 7th and H
Streets rests in the middle of an
onslaught of Americanized
commerce, surrounded on all
sides by Starbucks and
Fuddruckers, with Hooters,
McDonald’s and Chipotle right
around the corner.

Profits are not pouring into the
original Chinatown as they
should be; instead, companies
owned by corporate heads in

Tony Cheng’s Mongolian
Restaurant delivers the best in
Mongolian meals, even though
the prices can be as high as $40.
It is among the most prized
locations in the area. Upstairs,
above the main restaurant, Tony
Cheng’s Seafood sells fish, crab
and a multitude of other items.

These restaurants not only
serve up a variety of food but
provide for a cultural experience.

Diversity can still be found
Behind

down 7th and H Streets.
the fast-growing symbols of
America, the diversity that just
may remind DC folk a little of
China.
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Starbucks and a sign written in Chinese
characters coexist side by side at the
intersection of H and 7th streets. In the
reccent past Chinatown was given a face
lift to make it more appealing to younger
and hipper crowds. Other chain establish-
ments in Chinatown include Fuddruckers,
McDonalds, Hooters and Chipotle.

Jen Siomacco

Chinatown, an area of DC that is
diverse in cuisine and entertain-
ment, houses several ethnic
restaurants like Chopsticks.
While authentic international
restaurants are outnumbered by
chain fast food stores, a true
cultural experience is still
available.
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Poor Liz's Almanac’ proudly presents:

Watch out, pedestrians,

Liz is on ¢

Liz Weiderhold
Etc. Editor

Disclaimer: All jokes made against my
father are for the sake of the column. My
father abides by every law, including ones
not enforced in the US. He never goes over
any speed limits and does not currently
take any anti-anxiety medication to treat
the alleged “road rage.” He has never
mtentionally or unintentionally led me into
any danger on or off the road. Additionally,
he listens to Beyonce religiously and we
have meaningful conversations every day,
for hours on end.

Having your license is a privilege, not a
right. Having your permit, however, is a
punishment. Most teenagers, if they have
parents who love and care for them, want
to get away from these parents as quickly
as possible. The best outlet for this retreat
is driving. The sensation is seemingly
unbeatable: The freedom of the open road,
wind blowing through your hair, the
exhilaration of speed, and cigarettes getting
pelted in your face from the car ahead of
you when your window is rolled down.

Getting your permit is not a step towards
this freedom, but actually a step in the
wrong direction. Allowing your parents to
forcibly sit in a car with you at the wheel,
at the risk of their own lives, and critique
your inability to maneuyer a car is not the
best way to get that freedom. It certainly
assures piy parents of the extremity of my
idiocy, at least.

Traveling in a car with my dad, whose
road rage is so severe that it is now being
treated with Prozac, is an unmitigated

Il

e road

disaster. He and I will fight incessantly
over any trivial thing that has a connection
to driving, even about whether a car we
may See is aguamarine or turquoise in
color. This fighting will escalate to loud,
explicit language from my father, and me
in tears erying, “FINE. IT:S
AQUAMARINE. ARE YOU HAPPY
NOW?”

We also fight over the music. I finally
found that jazz, my newly found genre,
would make him tolerant of my music.
(“Atleast it’s not that Boy-Niece woman,”
he would say.)

If we do fight, my mom will generally
solve the problem. She will fight with us
for perhaps a short while until we all decide

to compromise. This is achieved by -

listening to something we all hate, namely
“After Hours” with Glen Hollis or classical
music composed by people I have never
heard of with names like the German “Von
Sragunbergenweinenheimer” or names
that will take every amount of my
concentration to pronounce, so I make an
attempt and it comes out sounding like
“Susususussusus”

Why don’t we just turn off the music
and have a meaningful conversation? My

family avoids meaningful conversations.’

We need the music to distract us from
asking things that could lead to the “Birds
and the Bees” talk. This conversation was
once attempted and my parents learned
never to discuss that with me again. Not
only because I plugged my ears and sang
the first song that came to my head
(coincidentally “The Birds and the Bees”
by Jewel Akens), but also because I tried
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Sarah Drabkin

The frightening view of the road from directly behind the wheel.

to pull a fast one on them later by telling
them I was pregnant. Don’t do this. It’s not
funny.

I may not be very “respectful” to my
parents, but I do like to respect the speed
limit. It’s something that appeals to me
probably because it’s safer, legal, and really
annoys people like my dad, who treat speed
limits as recommendations rather than the
law. If I am driving on the Fairfax County
Parkway, my father will notice that I am
only going 49 mph. Furious, he will say,
“Speed up Liz. Keep up with the flow of
traffic.” So I sped up | mph.

“Liz, you're falling behind,” he says,
literally one microsecond after I have
reached 50 mph.

“Dad,” I say, “I'm going exactly the
speed limit.”

He replies furiously, “Nobody goes the
speed limit on the parkway. Go 60, at least.”
So I slow down.

I am beginning to hate driving with my
parents. Maybe it’s that I cop an attitude
when I'm driving because I don’t want to
be responsible for killing anyone. Maybe
it’s that my dad tells me to “go” while I am

wailing to make a left turn and I am
distracted by changing the radio and when
I hear him say “go,” I do what the word
means, when, in all actuality, what he
means by his version of “go” is not doing
what I did, which is look at the green light
in front of me and “go,” which inevitably
led me into a flow of traffic from the
opposite direction.

My mistake: Going. The light should
have a left green arrow in order for me to
legally make that left turn into oncoming
traffic, not a green circle. My dad’s
mistake: He should have said “If you turn
to the left now you will crush us into the
pavement,” instead of “go.”

If you do not yet have your permit,
please be warned, it is not enjoyable. You
are not cool when you have your parents
sitting next to you controlling the radio.
You are not going to have fun with the
prospect of death looming every time you
put the keys in the ignition. Most
importantly, you cannot plug your ears to
avoid “the talk,” because both hands, at
8:00 and 4:00, must be on the wheel at all
times.
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