Aiken moves on to South County HS

South County is opening in 2005 and could affect
students from Thomas Edison, Hayfield, Robert E.

By Adam Rosen
Oracle Edlifor

Brenda Aiken will not be walking down the hallways
and enforcing rules anymore at WS, but at South
County. Along with working at a new school she will
be undertaking a new position: Vice Principal.

She has been administrator for the class of 2005 for

three years.

“At first it bothered me to not see my seniors
said Aiken. “But it’s a tremendous career

graduate,”
development piece for me.”

At South County she will be working with Dale
Rumberger. This is the second school Rumberger has
opened. He was the former principal of Westfield.

“I’'m real sad to see Mrs. Aiken go, because she
said senior John
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was such a great administrator,
Keiran.

officially named yet.

students will attend.

in the decision process

charged up.”
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community,
cancer.

Lee and Lake Braddock. South County has not been

There is-no mascot name as of right now. It is
located in Lorton, VA. South County will be a
secondary school, meaning middle and high school

As Vice Principal Aiken will have a closer
connection to the principal and will be more involved

“I’m very excited, I already sense the energy,” said
Aiken. :.H_rn energy level is m_wnmmw at the ceiling

Aiken described WS as being a, “caring
especially when she was diagnosed with

“There was an out-pour of love,” said Aiken. “It
was a tremendous eye opener.
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Brenda Aiken starts a new job in South County HS.

By Libby Bursley
Viewpoint Editor

When students at WS reach their
junior year, they are faced with a major
decision about their upcoming English
class. Unlike the past two years of
English, there is no honors class
available. The two classes offered are
regular English 11 and composition.

This choice is sometimes a difficult
one. Students are torn between a class
that may be too easy, and one that
might be too much work.

AP students have to read two
books, A Walk in the Woods by ‘Bill
Bryson, and The Color of Water by
James McBride.

These two books will be worked into
the curriculum of the class later in the
year, and students will have to prove

they read the books by participating in
a timed writing.

Meanwhile, the students in English
11 picked one book out of a choice of

four. In September, they will discuss

the book with their class and assess it.
Neither class distinguishes itself in
terms of difficulty of summer reading.

Senior Bryan Lees, who took AP
Language last year, said, “The change
from honors to AP was not difficult for
me personally. There is a lot more
reading, analysis, etc. and the work load
is larger. There is a greater responsibility
placed on you as a student.”

A higher percentage of Juniors than
last year seem to think that they should
go into the AP class. .

This is proven by the fact that since
they would usually take honors, some
students are just going with the more

challenging class, just as if there was
only honors and regular English.
Whether they can accomplish their
goals in this course will remain to be
seen.

Tt takes motivation and work. Some
students might view the fact that there
are no honors classes as unfair, but that
is the reality.

Said Lee, “I wouldn’t use the word
fair. Any change into an AP class takes
a quarter to adjust to.”

Just think of the AP class as an

" honers class with a little more pressure

on you to do well.
“Lots of kids get discouraged

because for first quarter they may geta
_ C or B igstead of a B or-A-But as you

become accustomed to the new work
load and nrm:mzmﬁ wo_:. grade will
reflect it.’

Oracle File 34“3”
English teacher Meredith Rockefeller
is teaching AP Lang this year as a
result of high enrollment. -
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Celeb

By Sarah Drabkin
Photo Editor

P. Diddy says it’s cool, so it must be.
That’s right, voting is cool.

And if your not a fan of P. Diddy that’s
okay because a list of other top celebrities
and television networks agree.

MTYV has atempted to make voting cool
for years through the Rock the Vote
Campaign, started in 1990. Through
colorful commercials, lively concerts and
street teams (groups of youth who help
voters register in selected cities). Rock the
Vote has in its own words tried to
“harnesses cutting-edge trends and pop
culture to make political participation
cool.”

Since its beginning, Rock the Vote
inspired youth more and more to see the
advantage, necessity and duty that is
voting. i

Undaunted by the simple fact that “In
2000, only 42% of 18-24 year old citizens

voted,” according to The Center for

Information & Research on Civic
Learning & Engagement, MTV trudged
on creating a new campaign that promotes
20 million loud in the 2004 presidential
election.

.young voter participation.

Viewpoint

rities push

The “Choose or Lose” campaign is
another attempt by MTV to increase
This year

they have gone to great lengths to push

Editorial

both politicians platforms into the eyes
of their viewers.

Celebrities have been pushing their
political ideals on the entire population
for years, but this year has made the
difference.Voting has  become
fashionable. Voting has become the new
fad because voting is now glamorized
on t-shirts and become new not only
for young people but for celebrities
themselves.

P. Diddy and other rap artists
including Queen Latifah, Missy Elliot,
and Fifty Cent have lately been
sporting t-shirts saying, “Vote or Die!”
Andre 3000 from the rap group Outkast
has announced that he has never before
voted but plans to this year.

P

At the VMA’s both Kerry and Bush’s
daughters declared that voting is a must
no matter their political affiliation.

Some say that it is simply the fever of
the campaigns and the urgency by both

sides that this will be an election
remembered.
Other say that no matter what

conditions the election might fall under
young people will only feel that voting
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_ . H.
is important when they are directly
affected.

In November the nation will find out
whether voting was cool enough to
persuade the younger generation to
vote.

Many say that this election could
curtail the best voter participation for

the 18-30 year old age group in years. If
so, the results could be dramatic.

Sarah Drabkin

~The shirt that P. Diddy and other celebrities wear to encourage young voters.

Kings Dominion Law
denies AP students
equal exam review

By Katie Bourget
Managing Edlitor

“Hold on tight and enjoy your ride” is the cheerful
advice delivered by Paramount’s Kings Dominion theme
park employees before anxious thrill-seekers embark on
roller coaster adventure. The advice also applies to high
school students in Northern Virginia who are strongly
encouraged to take a rigorous schedule filled with AP
classes but given two weeks less to prepare for the exam
than their peers across the U.S.

Tn Virginia, a state law was passed in 1986 that requires
school districts that wish to start school before Labor
Day to receive a special waver. The law is commonly
referred to as the “Kings Dominion Law” because the
theme park has given frequent and generous donations
to Virginia politicians’ campaigns. The monetary hand-

ey e e B

The way | see it, if school started
earlier, Labor Day might actually
seem like a holiday...”

outs initially help to establish the law, and today they
keep the rule alive. ,

Richard Saslaw, a Democratic representative from
Fairfax and a member of the Virginia Senate Education

. oy : Associaled Press
Kings Dominion contributes money to promote the

Kings Dominion Law, which enables siudents to ride
thrill rides, but delays the start of AP classes.

and Health Committee was given a $4,500 contribution

for his 2000 election campaign from Kings Dominion.
A delayed opening for schools is beneficial to the

park and others in the tourism industry because they

do not lose their summer help who spend the rest of
the year as students or their school-aged customers.

However, for teenagers who choose to enroll in
college-level AP or IB classes, the law is nothing but
detrimental. Teachers are forced to rush through the
curriculum to cover all the information that might be on
the AP exam and if they are lucky they have enough time
for one or two class periods to be review sessions.

In other parts of the country, and even nearby
Maryland, where school starts in the last few weeks of
August, students and teachers are not as rushed and are
allowed additional time to reacquaint themselves with
material covered in the beginning of the course prior to
the challenging exam.

Supporters of the Kings Dominion law cite that besides
allowing the state’s tourism industry to strive for a couple
extra weeks, it also lessens the cost of air conditioning
the schools. As a lifetime Virginia resident I can attest to
the fact that June has just as much potential to be
miserably hot and humid as August does, and therefore
the AC argument is a moot one.

Unfortunately for high school students with
demanding courses the law is unlikely to change in
the near future. According to Delegate Anne G.
“Panny” Rhodes, a Republican from Richmond who
received a $750 donation to her 2000 campaign,
Virginians want to keep the law the way it is.

“If you listen to parents, Labor Day is the time they
have family time during the summer vacation,” she said.
“I think you’d hear across the board that they don’t want
this change.” ;

Students would quickly adjust to an earlier start
date. The way I see it, if school started earlier, Labor
Day might actually seem like a holiday and not just a
depressing reminder of the fact that the mext summer
vacation will not arrive until the 24" of June.
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I.ookin’ for

The Qs?mﬁ:% often is more
fun than landing an actual job

By Catherine Rupp
Special to The Oracle

I, like many of my enthusiastic peers,
was in the market for a summer job at the
end of the school year. I wasn’t interested
in tying up a Bagel Bakery apron or bak-
ing in the sun as a guarder of lives.

So I went on an adventure with a good
pal of mine in search of an occupation that

would probably not be the choice of a

white, young (and single) woman.

“] think that there are a lot of stereo-
types that go along with certain jobs, so
that’s sort of like a limit on where kids want
to work,” said my good pal, senior Evan
Dalrymple.

After finding little success at the

Dunkin’ Donuts and Barbeques Galore, 1.

drove over to Springfield Mall and stepped
into Fancy World. I wondered if it could
be possible to break the racial labels asso-
ciated with this Asian-dominated store.
After asking for an application, I was di-
rected to the information desk, where a list
of openings for any store in Springfield
Mall was located. Unfortunately, I was not
qualified to be a bridal consultant or a nail
technician, so away I went, empty-handed.

But not everyone around here is inter-

ested in working at the Mall. “If T were to
geta job [at Springfield Mall],” said sopho-
more Alesha Bell, “I'd want to be some-
place I felt safe and actually liked work-
ing. The Mall would be a last resort for
me.”
Next stop: Safeway. This equal oppor-
tunity employer informed me that my job
chances were limited by one pesky detail—
my age. Being 17, I would not be able to
hold such positions as cashier, butcher, or
general manager. But that did not deter me!
I had not “been convicted of a crime within
the last seven years.” (Although if I lived
in Hawaii T would not have to “respond to
the question at this time.”) And I have
never been fired from a job. Perhaps this
is because I have never technically had a
job, but that is beside the point.

“One of the hardest things about being
hired for the first time is not having any
past work experience. I’'m not sure how
great that looks to the employers, but

you’ve got to start somewhere,” said W.
grad Heather Sikes. ;

My last stop was at the business formerly
known as Kentucky Fried Chicken. The
possibility that I could rise to be a Cus-
tomer Maniac (“a person with energy, tal-
ent, and a desire to make valuable team
contributions in a fast-paced and fun envi-
ronment”) just blew my mind. Heck, 1
could even obtain medical insurance or a
savings plan, not to mention a few friends
and fun.

It’s not for everyone, though. “I would
never work at a fast-food place,” said jun-
ior Dan Jones. “Honestly, I don’t think I've
seen a non-foreign person work there.”

Jones brings up a good point. Accord-
ing to Northeastern University’s Center for
Labor Market Statistics, there have been
more than 2 million immigrants filling jobs
in the last couple of years that tradition-
ally would have gone to teens. Part of the

Although senior Catherine Rupp went in search of an exotic—or at least out-of-the-
ordinary—job, some students prefer the predictability of “normal” employment. Senior
Ashley Linder and junior Jennifer Gorham are Rolling Hills lifeguards; junior Michael
Cooper works behind the counter at the Chesapeake Bagel Bakery on Old Keene Mill.

reason for this, though, is that many teens
refuse to work at fast-food joints.

Back to my quest. A couple of hours and
a quarter-tank of gas later, I had discov-
ered a vital fact when it comes to the job
search process: The phrase “Why don’t
you come back tomorrow?” equates to
“Why are you asking? Please leave be-
cause we would clearly never hire you.”
But really, a lot can be learned by just get-
ting out into the field.

“One of the most important things a
teenager can do when looking for a job is
have a resume,” said Career Center Spe-
cialist Susan Rexford. “Also, dress appro-
priately and be polite.”

So, if you need a little cash, don’t limit
yourself to a certain field because you
never know what experience you’ll gain.
Even though 7-11 might not be your dream
career, at least you’ll be able to have as
many free Slurpees as your heart desires.

My last stop was at

the business formerly
known as Kentucky Fried
Chicken. The possibility
that | could rise to be a
Customer Maniac (“a
person with energy, tal-
ent, and a desire to
make valuable team
contributions in-a fast-
paced and fun environ-
ment”) just blew my
mind. Heck, | could even
obtain medical insurance
or a savings plan.
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By Tim O’Keefe
Sports Edifor

On the brink of WS student’s junior
and senior years, college is just around
the corner. The summer and weekends
provide good opportunities to visit
potential colleges.

Senior Brian Tweed took full
advantage. He visited six colleges over
the summer and weekends, including
Roanoke, Longwood, Radford,
Christopher Newport, and Virginia Tech.
Tweed hopes to play soccer at the next
level in college.

“It was great to check out the
colleges,” said Tweed. “Right now I
liked Radford, Virginia Tech, and
Longwood the best.”

Another opportunity for high school
students is to stay with a friend on
campus. Junior Graham Shellenberger
spent his last spring break with afriend
at UVA. His friend was In ROTC, so
Schellenberger woke up with him at 5:00
am every morning.

“Staying at UVA was a great time,
said Shellenberger. “I really got a feel
for what student life is like on campus.”

Although summer provides the best
opportunity for students to visit, it does
have its downsides. Senior John Keiran
visited James Madison University over
the summer. ;

“I could not get the feel of what th
students were like,” said Keiran. “That
was a little disappointing.”

There career center organizes college
visits and information on desired
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Weekend

College-bound seniors set out
to find their collegiate destination

colleges. Also some websites, like
www.campusdirt.com, offer good ways
to research and compare different
colleges. Campusdirt.com specifically
compares various universities based on
15 different categories, from social life
to food.

Parents also play a role in the college
search. Their pushing to go on visits is
a key to visiting as many as possible.
According to the Washington Post,
parents sometimes push too hard.

“80 percent of questions I asked were
answered by the parents,” said
Georgetown University tour guide
Georgia summer on
www.washingtonpost.com.

“My parents definitely wanted me to
go on these visits,” said Tweed. “It’s
real important to them.”

Associated Press
The rotunda at the University of

Virginia is-a tourist attraction for po-
tential students on college visits.

Mall have undoubtedly
been one of the most
popular places to go.
Preferred by some,
because of its close
distance, Springfield
usually gets a lot of
business, but lately, the
cinemas’ prices have been
rising and their featured
movies are being played
for an even shorter period
of time.

That is why University
Mall Theatre, located in
Fairfax along Braddock
Road, has become
increasingly more popular.
Complete with a spacey
carpet and $1 popcorn,

University plays movies
that have recently left the other

mainstream theaters, like “Harry
Potter and the Prisoner of Azkaban”
and “Anchorman: The Legend of
Ron Burgundy” so you get a
chance to see what you thought
you missed. Also unique to
University, there is a special
showing of “The Rocky Horror
Picture Show” at midnight every
Saturday.

You have to wait longer to see a
movie but University only charges
$4 ($2 on Tuesdays) compared to
Springfield’s $6.50. “I like University
better than Springfield because it’s
cheaper and it’s not scary,” said
sophomore Caroline Nicholson. So
is paying less worth the wait? To
sophomore Ben Trump, it is. “It’s
okay that the movies are older,” said
Trump, “because it’s cheaper.

) . mmﬁw.uﬁua:
University mall is the home of University

Theatres where it is not neccessary to
empty your wallet to see a movie.

A movie alternative
worth the wait

By: Chrissy Regelski
Weekend Assisiant

Usually by the time a jobless teenager is
able to scrape up enough time and money to
go se a movie (and maybe even afford some
M&Ms), the film is no longer playing in the
theater. You end up having to wait another
six months for it to come out on DVD and, by
that time, you forgot you ever wanted to see
it in the first place.

When high school students do manage to
make it into those stained and gum covered
chairs for two hours of (occasional) quality
entertainment, the cinemas at Springfield
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Cross

By Sunnie Ko
Sports Edifor

Country

Before the sun is completely over the sky, the runners
of Cross Country are still rubbing the shock of morning
out of their eyes.

“When I first get up, I just want to go back to
sleep,” said sophomore Trisha Friederich. “But once I
get to practice, I wake up and I actually feel great after
running.”

While waiting for a few delayed runners to arrive,
the team huddle in packs, which is how they can be
described in its entirety: a pack.

“We are a closer team this year compared to last
years,” said captain Brad Adams. “It’s a very good
thing said Adams. Along with Adams, junior Kris
Benton will also lead the team.

On the girls side, seniors Robbie Nitzberg, Kim

team runs through the daylig

“We practice hard as [heck], but
we know it'll help out in the end.”
—Andrea Mueller, Junior

their goal still set high to win states, the boys and
girls teams are geared up and determined.

During the summer, both the boys and girls teams
headed up to Cacapon, a four day trip for the top 14
runners of each team, where they complete a series
of difficult and diverse trails. By taking extra steps
towards their training and the potential that the
runners hold, spectators should expect great things.

“We practice hard as [heck],” said junior Andrea
Mueller. “But we know it’ll help out in the end.”

With the extra work, dedication and passion of the

Hogan, and Andrea Delgado will take control. With

‘Sarah Drabkin

The WS football team watches on the sideline, waiting to make a difference.

Spartain pride travels to Florida

WS football team gears

up for the season.

Expectations high after months of preparing

By Caitlin Crowley
Senjor Staff Writer

With the first football game only days
away, the Spartans are training just as

hard as ever for what they hope to be '

t]

their best season yet. After last season’s

disappointing finish, the team has

intensified their off-season workouts.
“We lost a lot of close games last

year,” said senior Jason Langley. “We

“The chemistry is great
this year and we’ve been
spending more time
together as a team,”
—Scott Price, senior

felt that they were our mistakes so we're
doing our best to correct them.”

Along with a rigorous weightlifting
program aimed at improving the team,

practice and scrimmage against one of
the toughest teams in the state. Though
they did not win, the team felt that this
trip was beneficial and brought them
closer together.

“We got exactly what we wanted out
if it,” said Bill Renner.

The trip was not all sweat and dirt,
however. The players got to enjoy some
of the amusement parks and a little
relaxation as well.

Team dynamic is expected to play a

big part in this season as well. Many of

the players have been on teams
together since elementary school, thus
creating a strong bond. : :

All team members agree that they
have the potential to win both districts
and playoffs. In the meantime, the team
will continue to build strength and
endurance as well as lasting friendships
and memories.

“The chemistry is great this year and
we’ve been spending more time
together as a team,” said senior Scott
Price.

the players took a trip to Florida to

runners, they hope to get a leg up on the competition.

ht

Sarah Drabkin
WS cross country runners enjoy their morning run.
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Hoagie’'s world

Prank or be pranked: The story of my life

Sean Hogan
Etc. Editor

‘ e @% will w@wmm _w.wﬁwmm, nwmmﬁowwwww _5 _”:.mm_ﬁ_: .mmm_, =_mna<mﬁmﬁ_ _um_mmmn :5 in
As we enjoy the last few days of doing nothing Te2! Name 1s Jmmy ; A i :

substantially difficult at school, we must think back to  SPonsors (who is a surgeon’s assistant). They saw that I Residential Woods Surrounded by Beer Cans

the wonderful days of summer. What can you think of émw_w&n@u MO&EW_%QME mﬁomm%r “Frankie,’ UMM:%.E ina | wv m_.._.._m__< Man @mﬁm Scrubbed by

that can include a can of shaving cream, underwear, _Smallcup ofthe blue dye used during surgeries (1n icating | , :

makeup and gummy bears? Doing personal hygiene in  Where to cut), used a medical dropper, and dyed my face. mﬁoxm_amn_ Zm_GJUme after .QO.:@

the bathroom while eating breakfast? No. How about 1his made me very angry, because I woke up during the . U Démmjmm *D_‘ ..._|m3 <®m.-..m

playing dress-up with your candy? Nuh-uh. No, you Process. Ijumped out of bed and chased the two culprits | mv OOGH&.W ‘Raise” .ONTUNWW WmHOT

silly people. I am talking about pranks! They make 2aWay for the time being. I stayed up for another houror | Doll m.m. Son - .

silly times sillier. They make happy times happier. S0s and as my roommate w.mm not returned yet, I _ : i - .

Pranks make fun times. ...um....more fun. Pranks really 54&:%&%% fell mnm_am_u meM at mwcmﬂ :m 45. Hrmw L .Nv .HNOTU&Q mﬂmﬁmﬁﬁ HL.Om,wm .Sm:ﬂ_r. at

keep the world from spinning in circles (What? It already ~ Teturned a few minutes later and repeated the process of | .

mcnmd. - £ i painting my face and I woke up again. So, thinking hard, . ..OEHS@ .Wnnﬂn .NS&. MTOQM cﬁ ﬁo
This summer, I both gave and received many pranks, I n.onnnoﬂm% a plan: QoH anw to EM%W»:M__M_M_S ugw .GMNEB .Zv at Local TOHHom .m._”mQOS

some small, some bigger than Ruben Studdard. Iplayed C7nge1nthe morning. 1hey came backancntmeagam, | oy o . .

very small pranks, ones that were easy to clean up and  but this time I woke up and chased them into Frankie’s | 6) @_&_Etﬁuh . g@@ LE B D_u

funny. My roommate at church camp played very cruel wowd. _MEm gmoa_u_&maﬁmnuﬂmm. 3 . ” @@gma Bﬂﬁh&@ u@E b@ Eg @
and inhumane jokes on me. I tried to be as cruel and anks can be both harmless and very, very cruel.  j . ., . .
inhumane back as I could, but for those of you who Personally, T like to give them at a level between these | Fi %Eﬂ@@@ﬁ%

know me, I’m more of a teddy bear than a grizzly. Sol WO, not harmless like short-sheeting beds, and not cruel, | m y %@& T@@Qﬁ»ﬁﬁﬁ@ M..@@.u? :

poured 11 multicolored pixie stix in his heavily-gelled ~ like giving someone exlax and then saran-wrapping the | .

hair right before dinner, so he did not have time to wash toilets. Ilike doing things along the lines o.w putting Kool-

his hair. Needless to say, I was not bothered by my Aid in the showerheads, which temporarily (for about a

roommate for the rest of the week. day) dyes hair. This story was true, except for the names
The whole story has not been told, so we will go back used, and even this last statement: I lack intelligence

to the night before, when I was sound asleep. My when it comes to pranks.

ean Hogan
Jimmy learns not to put blue dye Hoagie’s face. Hoagie

Sean Hogan
s fast anger is why Jimmy’s hair is covered with Pixie Stix.




