Yearbook Photo
Senior bnm:_ Foote was remembered

as a thoughtful, considerate person.

Crash dampens Break

WS loses second senior in two months

By Joley Sullivan
Senior Staff Writer

‘While many in the Class of 2005 were
supposed to be relaxing, friends and
family gathered at Kirkwood
Presbyterian Church over Spring Break
for a tearful service to mourn the death
of 17-year-old senior Adam Foote.

“I was really happy to see how many
students were there; especially with it
being Spring Break, a lot were away,”
said business teacher Eric Hardman,

Foote died March 22 after suffering
injuries in a car crash that afternoon. The

collision occurred around 2:45 p.m.,
when the Mustang Foote was. riding in
crashed into a Ford F650 dump truck at
Huntsman Boulevard and Old Keene
Mill Road. According to the Fairfax
County Police, two other WS seniors,
one driving the Mustang and another
driving a Camaro, were “engaged in an
exhibition of speed.”

The accident is still under
investigation, so the approximate
speeds of the vehicles has yet to be
determined, and charges have not been
filed. The Oracle does not publish the

names of those under the age of 18 who
could be charged by the police.

Foote was the second senior to die
on the road in the last two months. In
February, Sendy Hernandez, 17, died
after a Beltway accident in -a car driven
by her cousin.

“It’s a horrendous- tragedy, especially
for Adam’s family and friends,” said
Principal David Smith. “No parent should
have to lose a child; no person should
have to lose a friend.”

See Foote on Page 4.
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Students a

ected by decision

to fingerprint adult employees

By Christian Romeo
Senior Staff Writer

Potential members of the
teenage workforce who dislike
background checks may want to
consider an employer other than
the Fairfax County Park
Authority.

The Park Authority operates.
popular recreation centers such
as South Run, as well as dog
parks, camps, and historic sites.
It has recently required that all
employees over the age of 18 to
be fingerprinted and go through
background checks.

“I do swim lessons at South
Run,” said senior T.J.
Landermeyer. “I’ve worked
there for six months and now
they’re doing background
checks on me.”

Before the heightened safety
awareness, only those who
needed special security
clearances, or who worked with
children or were charged as
criminals were subjected to
fingerprinting.

“We must take proactive
steps to ensure those we hire
are well-suited to.deliver service
to our public and we don’t hire
those whose backgrounds are
in conflict with those goals,”
said Leslie Amiri, Assistant
Director of the Park Authority’s
Human Capital Development
and Services.

One reason for the resistance
to being fingerprinted is the
hassle it puts on the employee.

“You go to the Government
Center. You have to call and

make an appointment,” said
senior Lauren Angwin. “It was

“tough because the hours are

between nine and four so I did
it during Spring Break.”
While the Park Authority
does mnot rteimburse its
employees for the time they
spent being fingerprinted, they

Erica Wilkening
18-year-old
employees,
from life-
guards to those
at Hidden Pond, need to

be fingerprinted because of a

new Park Authority rule.

are implementing a new policy
for seasonal positions that will
correct this.

“Asking candidates to
complete this part of the hiring
process [being fingerprinted] is
consistent with other pre-
employment requirements that
must be completed prior to the
start of employment,” said

Fingerprinting can prevent
people with criminal histories
from gaining access to

positions where they might do
damage, and can help police
solve crimes and find lost
children.

“T’'ve worked for two years
at Hidden Pond,” said junior
Robert Muir. “The next time L
so=% [1I* “have' s do: “he
fingerprinted.”

©f ¢ coutse, -a iclean
background is not the only
quality the Park Authority
looks at when evaluating
potential employees. = _

“Being convicted of a crime
does not automatically bar
someone from employment,”
said Amiri. “Several factors are
weighed

...to  evaluate the
appropriateness of the fit
in the event someone with
a criminal background
applies for a position.”

The Park Authority’s sole
condition for fingerprinting,
being 18 years old, also
concerns students.

“I think it’s interesting they
only check if you’re over 18,”
said Angwin. “I think they
should do it to everyone if
they’re going to employ them.”

The Park Authority has its
reasons for not checking into
minors’ backgrounds,
however. -

“Records of offenses
committed by minors are
sealed,” said Amiri.
“Conducting these checks
would cause us to incur cost
without any return on our
investment.”
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Irving students need not fret wearing pink and black

Foote remembered
as thoughtful, caring

FOOTE from Page 1.

Foote was known among his friends and teachers
for his selfless nature and cheerful disposition. He was
also an organ donor.

“He was so considerate of other people; never
thought of himself first,” said sophomore Kat Mackin.
“I'm not surprised he was a donor.”

Foote’s liver was transplanted immediately following
his death to save a life, and his heart was transplanted
in the days following the accident to save another.

Aside from donating organs, Foote contributed
smaller things during his life, which many others
wouldn’t even think to do.

“He was actually concerned about someone not
having a binder for a project, so he donated an exira
for anyone to use,” said Foote’s eighth-grade science
teacher, Anne Woodring. “He had a keen sense of the
needs of others around him.”

Foote’s teachers relied on his impeccable
compassion and happiness to make their day brighter.

“Adam was a great person to have in class. He was
very engaging and helped make the class enjoyable;
he will be sorely missed,” said government teacher
Brad Davis. g

Erin DuBlois
Adam Foote shown here at Timberline Ski Resort
enjoyed snowboarding.

No matter where Foote went, he brought laughs
and smiles to those who knew him.

“One or two times he tried to do dishes on his knees
because he kept hitting his head on the cabinets; he
was goofy,” said Mike McAdoo, general manager of
Chesapeake Bagel Bakery, where Foote worked for a
short time. “Adam was always just an easy-going guy;
he had a good attitude.”

Smith urged the WS community to reflect on Foote’s
death, as well as other losses—of both current and
former WS students—suffered during this school year.

“We all have had plenty of demonstrations of loss
this year. I just hope that having seen what can happen,
people will make good decisions,” said Smith.

By Jessica Benjamin
Senior Staff Writer

Suspension threats were issued to
boys for wearing pink. Detention for
girls wearing all black.

These rumors have traveled around
Washington Irving Middle School. But
it turns out that they are completely
erroneous.

“There is absolutely no truth to it
whatsoever,” said Irving administrator
Elisabeth Franklin. “I don’t know how
that rumor. mill got started.”

There is one guess as to how this
rumor began, and it starts with the
police.

Police alerted Franklin to the fact that

boys were seen wearing pink to school

and then changing before they got off
the bus to go home.

“Some of the more recent gang
members have been identified by
wearing pink,” said Franklin.

The boys did not want to be seen as
being part of this gang for fear that rival
gangs would single them out.

It is assumed that somehow word of
this got out to the students and by word
of mouth, got transformed into the rumor
of boys wearing pink and girls wearing
black were against school policy.

Students were worried they would be
sent to detention or even issued a
suspension.

The rumor which has been circling
the school has finally started to fade out.

but it is not entirely gone. Students still
think it is a rule.

“It’s worn off but it’s still frowned
upon, bottom line,” said seventh grader,
Madeleine Jennings.

But Franklin adamantly denies the
Tumor.

“I went to all the PE. classes and told
them that there is no truth to this,” she
said.

Had there been an actual rule against
girls wearing all black or boys wearing
pink, it would not have been issued by
Franklin or any other member of the
administrative staff. It would have to
have been decided by the school board.

“We don’t make this stuff up on our

UNFORGETTABLE Carpet ¢ Upfolstery Cleaning

own,” said Franklin, who continues to

Erica Wilkening
Contrary to rumor, students wearing
pink and black at Irving Middle School
will not face punishment.

— Northern Virginia’s Preferred Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning Professional Since 1991 —

Unforgettable’s custom multi-step cleaning method cleans

more thoroughly, dries in half the time,

leaving your carpets

and upholstery sparkling clean and beautiful.

UNFORGETTABLE
Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning

Our Certified Technicians Will Safely And Skillfully Clean Your
Carpets Paying Attention To Every Detail. Most Furniture Removal
And Replacement Is Included At NO Additional Cost.

Fully Licensed & Insured Certified Professional Technicians
Monday-Saturday Appointments Available
Other Services: Upholstery Cleaning, Pet Stain & Urine Removal, 24-
hour Emergency Water Damage Restoration, Red Dye Stain Removal,
In Home Oriental Rug Cleaning. References Available.

% 703-569-0112

<=z www.UnforgettableCarpetCleaning.com™® .
Call Debra Lykins, owner, today for a FREE telephone estimate.

Swonﬁ_. your carpets need a thorough
deep cleaning or just a seasonal freshen up , we

have the perfect solution and price for you.
Professional carpet cleaning requires a
|| through understanding of, among other things:
fiber and fabric types, carpet construction and
proper installation techniques, soil types and
#l degrees of soiling, carpet location and “traffic”
{| patterns, the proper use of professional
|| cleaning equipment and correct applications of
§ advanced pre-treatment, cleaning, rinsing and
{ post-treatment solutions.
! Unforgeitable is an IICRC certified firm. Our
¥ technicians are specially trained and have earned
| advanced degrees in carpet and upholstery
I cleaning technology, carpet repair and reinstalla-
0 tion, odor control, water damage restoration,
| spot and stain removal and much more.

$35 Off

Whole House Carpet Cleaning

50% Off

Dupont Teflon Protectant
With any carpet or upholstery cleaning
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Whole House Carpet Cleaning
With any carpet cleaning
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The Grads Who Wc

Not everyone is ready to up and leave WS at the end of his or her high school or college years. In fact, : :
- some people don’t leave at all. These WS grads have all returned to work at WS, and they shared why with ,'O | Q dn K @) *. K our j ) @ j
The Oracle. From their favorite high school memories to their view of high school now, find out what was s
happening with all those steadfast Spartans, back in the day. - ‘ SC _‘._ 00 _ * m dC T ers

e _ Inspire you to
B What is your Favorite high school teachz

memory? “Yes, Mr. Deegan, my Calculus
teacher, as well as my mom (Beth
Roop), who also teaches here.”
; —Shannon Mcllwrath,
math

Shannon Mcliwrath, Class of
1997, has been teaching
math at WS for the past four

“Graduation day,
because | knew
high school was
over and college
| (the best time of
your life) was

4 - e . | years. Math was always her

“\gg ‘ ; soon ._”O. OO._.._‘._Q. | favorite subject [in high

L . m_ODO with it, school] and she did well in
Kevin Hauser, Class of 1997, . | it. She played varsity
is now a special education _JQQUQDQQDOQ.: wmm__a._mnum: from ___._M_”
teacher at WS. His mother, A 1 reshman year all the way
Sharon, is also his co- XQSB Imtm.mh ._m_.m,em_.. her :senior: year.in
worker as a WS math mnmnzm\ high school.

teacher. “It is nice to be able to see her on a n_m__< Umm_m. and it was especially helpful mQCQ mE.O n
with being a new teacher and with everything that has happened this year to have
someone you're close with to talk to.”

Terri Stirk, Class of 1981, is
2 now a math teacher at WS.

I dsS < our view She liked the Friday night
football games and

Wednesday night band

O .q T_ _ D r m ﬁ j O O _ | rehearsals on the football

field. Stirk especially -

remembers when the

ﬁ r m _,.._ D m Q \W football team came in

second in the state football
. ﬁc:q_..mam:m her ...wmzmeq year.
“| loved being in high school and | pi O e e
still enjoy it. | think overall we were student
more serious students and behavior
was not much of an issue. We did
not have the pressure students have
today. There were no SOL tests on
the minimum competency exam,
which was a joke. We did not have
as many AP classes to choose from
so the pressure was not there to take
SO many :6: school classes.”
—Terri Stirk,

math

Were you good af th

“I'd like to think so. | really enjoyed
my English classes in high school. |
took AP Literature and Comp, but
not Language, since that was an AP
Journalism class then.”
—Malia OmSmS:
* English

K\IK come back? “| began working in Fairfax County as
a substitute, and after getting experi-

ence subbing
at most of the

—Mark Blanchard (science)—1970
--Catronia Stavropolous (Spanish)—1973
--Pete msm:aooa (secru _g_l.._ 978

Erik Lind, Class of L e
1987, is now a social ;
studies teacher at

WS. His view of WS county ~Terri Stirk (math)—1981
i B schools, | --Erik Lind (social m_ﬁ_mmviamq _
then, and he loves it 1 came {o see --Brad Davis Amonﬁ_ studies)—1987

now.

that WS was
one of the best
places to :
work.”
—Erik Lind,
social studies

-.U:wm wm_.d e:m_._.:lu_ 990

--Brian Puhlick (PE)—1 990

--Malia Cameron Am:m__m_:ld mma

- _Aqu Keith (English)—1994

--Mike Dombrow AacmmanmmE _
_Ams: zm mm_‘ ﬁw_umo_m_ mn:om:oal _

.Shannon Mcliwrath Aamélﬂ..mwu
Kevin m__mmrmﬂﬁon_m_ _mﬁc&m&_l.__omw




“Mrs. Roop, Mr. Benton, Mr. Natale,

How would you compare
and Mr. McMenamin.’ .

Imamm Puhlick, WS now and thenz
PE

“The students are remarkably
similar to when | went
here. They deal with
the same issues, com-
plain about the same
things, and (dear God,
why?) wear the same
fashions which, are
now coming back.”
—Kerry Keith,
English

Kerry _.Am_z.__ Class 9. f...._.m..a. nmim. back to be an English .
teacher at WS for its “comfortable atmosphere and

]

wonderful people.” After two years of teaching at WS,
Keith feels that she can now look at students’ issues
with a more objective point of view.

Brian Puhlick had Susan Spatcher
for PE freshman year and got an A,
which, he claims, “not too many
people can say.”

How did the students
back then compare
to now?

| QE:E._ mc_. g&wﬁ.

“[They’re] still a mix of the over-
achievers and the students who

Nm..__ nraw?urﬁ._ __ decline to take advantage of their
g—u E——mﬁ-. Am‘gmﬁh av mn n Peter Sherwood, Class of 1978 _“_—jm jmq.m.:
is new to the WS scene as it is —Peter Sherwood,
son of mgg Hﬂ&-—uﬂ—. Aﬂaﬁﬁm—v his z_..m” <Mmq working as a " : mQOCﬁ...C\
--Eric Lind’s A security guard at WS. :

mother, Sandy, S-ﬁ_a .
for many years at WS.

Are any of your high
school teachers now
your co-workers?

“Of the teachers | had, | know
there are a few still hard at work
at WS. Mrs. Spatcher and Mrs.
Sirrot were teachers of mine.

e subject you teachz

Mike Donbrow, Class on

Mr. Percoco and Mrs. Roop Ll
WS music department.
were sponsors of SGA and the * One difference that he
4 : i has noticed between
class of '94 qmm_umﬂ._“_,\m_.,\.. now and the time he graduate was that passing

3,

s called text

— Mike Dombrow. notes used to be on paper. Now it
music teacher _

messaging.

Brad Davis, Class of 1987,
is now a government
teacher at WS. He always
did well in government
class at WS, and his
teacher even told him
that he knew more about
government than she did.

What achivities were

you involved
In at WS>

“Il was involved in] football, track

and field, National Honor Society,
Latin Club, FGTA (Future

Government Teachers of America).

[While working at WS] | coached

both football and track and field.”
—Brad Davis, Government Teacher

Malia Cameron, Class of
1991, teachers AP English
Language and 9" grade
English. She also coached
eight season of swim
team. She was captain of
swim team her senior year.
A favorite memory? The
boys’ swim team beat
Woodson by .01 seconds in
the last relay at Regionals.

—Compiled by Christina Araj

—Photos by Erica Wilkening
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involved. Call 703-278-3970. email va@fca.org or g
ca.org for weekly program updates and ways
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- Get the driver training
.-.—.—Q _uwomQ .-.O you need to be a better,
. safer driver in as few
_—._G_Q_UQSQQ:OQ as 7 to “<o n_w<m. The
m._“m_\__m IQ—.m_ sooner you call,

the sooner you can start!

At AA Advantage, we’ll evaluate your current skills then customize our
program to provide you with the specific skills needed to meet your
license requirements. You'll also enjoy:

-Defensive driving training in actual traffic conditions
-Daily feedback to help you track your progress
-Free drop-off and pick-up service

Call today to gain independence on the road and give your parents peace
of mind! : . _

BEHIND THE WHEEL INSTRUCTION

Virginia DMV licensed and bonded

For more information, call 703.250.5066




