- out of the weeds and clay

An annual rite of spring

Festival-goers frolic

By Katie Bourget
Managing Editor

entertainment at the festival.
Many of the activities were
similar to those of a carnival.
Students dressed up in
kimonos and some even acted
out Japanese fighting styles.
Japanese teacher Adam
Podell enjoyed being “pied” in
the face by giggling students.
“It was disgusting,” Podell

Good food, good music,
good friends. The Japanese
Honor Society provided all this
and more at its Spring Festival,
or “Haru Matsuri.”

The festival inaugurated
biology teacher Beth Jewell’s
Japanese garden last year.
Jewell and her classes spent last

school year creating the garden 'Y time I would move my

head I'd get a whiff of it.”
There was also “tanzaku,” in

formerly known as the Science y i
which participants wrote down

Courtyard.

The Japanese Honor wishes for the upcoming year
Society wanted to make the ©n slips of colored paper and
celebration an annual event. tied them to a tree. Students
This celebration ties in well with  crafted Origami shapes and
Japanese tradition. Spring figures, and the waiting line was
Festivals are common in Japan. long for the traditional Japanese

There was an abundance of pastime.

said. “It stayed in my hair and

The festival featured food in
large quantities. A variety of
Asian dishes, such as pork rolls
and kim bop, satisfied hungry
festival-goers.

“Tt was stressful to organize,
but in the end it was worth it,”
said senior John Bajacan, who
was in charge of the event.

The Supreme Quartet,
featuring juniors Tommy
Beekman, Dean Christesen,
David Eargle, and Court Eccles,

and senior Jared Bookbinder, Students dressed in kim

3

entertainment. A few of Podell

Liz Buchheister
onos and acted out Japanese fighting
played in the garden for styles at the festival, which featured food, crafts and music.

5 Japanese Honor Society students considers the festival

students also performed a song  seniors. Podell plans on having a success socially as well as

in Korean because they were the event again next

Japanese in time. for a worthy senior.

Profits from the festival will Most importantly,

be used to purchase cords for Japanese Honor

‘adequate resources to teach, and
‘provide a safe learning environment.
~ Finerfrock’s father has proven that
he is dedicat

politically active for years.

and he’s a lobbyist now,” said campaign. :

.

found their way onto

to his work by being interested. It’s not really my thing.”
. . : “ ~ Finerfrock has been doing extra
“He ran once before when I was five  things to help out with his father’s

Finerfrock. “My father’s always been  “I've gotten stickers and signs,”

in politics.” e

said Finerfrock. “I gave bumper stickers
_ to my friends to put on their cars.”
S The bumper stickers have ¢

By Joley Sullivan
Senior Staff Writer

The English reading comprehension
SOL test was recently given online for
the first time, but as beneficial as
technology is, it comes with drawbacks
as well. Unfortunately, the testing this
year had a bumpy start.

“The test is stored on a computer in
the building and the computer is
supposed to be left on, but over the
weekend its connection to the network
was knocked out,” said technology
specialist Jerry Mason.

The usually slow school network has
trouble handling large volumes of traffic
and combined with the connectivity
issue, the computers ran exceptionally
slowly and frequently crashed. Students
all over Virginia are also trying to access

lock

year to financially.
not able to learn it entirely in  potentially fund a scholarship

“T think it was -most
beneficial because it helped new
the and old members come together

society as a society,” Bajacan said.

Brooke Nelson

Computer malfunctions, disruptions caused students to yearn for the old days.

2 alarms + glitches
= no fun on first day

the same website, which causes an
abnormal influx of visitors slowing the
SOL’s testing site as well.

“T had to log-in more than once
before it would work,” said junior Kate
Maginn. “[The website] would load and
then freeze. I think it was hard on the
rest of the class too even if they didn’t
have computer problems because they
had to wait for us.”

The point of putting the tests online
is mainly the speed in which the results
come back, which also allows retesting
to happen faster if the need should arise.

“Eventually they want to do all the
[SOL] tests online,” said Mason. “This
year they did four and next year they’ll
do more except for the writing test.”

Aside from technological difficulties,

See SOLs on Page 6.
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Right: On our trip to DC for a history
project, Tina and | walked the length
of the reflecting pool many times.
While they're not exactly “reflecting,”
Tina thought the ducks were pretty cool.
Here's a picture of the Lincoln Memorial.

Left: Thinking back to the scene from
from Forrest Gump at the Vietham protest,
Tina struck a pose for her adoring public.

Bottom Left: The Vietnam Memorial was
the most impressive of all the monuments.
Here we saw a single rose resting at the
center of the wall.

By Liz Buchheister

Above: Standing in

the new World War

Il Memorial, we saw
dozens of Peral

Right: This inscrip-

tion, the the FDR

Memorial, quote's
Roosevelt's position

on war. it appears Harbor survivors.
behind the “I Hate Here we have the
War” rocks. flag between part
of the monument

and the Washington

Monument.







Now, That'sEntertainment!

Asalirical look at the entertainment indusiry

May 25, 2005

By Joann Cassano
Senior Staff Writer

The Cappies, otherwise considered
the Tony Awards for high school, have
been growing exponentially in DC for
the past seven years.

Every year in June, the Cappies Gala
is held at the Kennedy Center and
hosted by Bill Strauss, playwright,
novelist, and founder of Capital Steps.
Students nominated for awards dress up
in stunning evening gowns and suits
and walk across the stage. Performances
from schools nominated for Best Musical
or Best Song perform throughout the
show to provide superb entertainment.

But exactly where does it all begin
and how does a school get this far?

The better question to begin with,
what exactly is the Cappies?

“[For the Cappies,] high school
students go to see other schools’
musicals or plays, view and review them,
and a select few reviews get their
reviews published in local or community
papers,” says WS’s Lead Cappie Critic,
senior Peter Adams. “Everyone on our
team has been published at least once.”

The Cappies begins with the Cappies
Critic team. For every school, there are

Cappie nominee for Best Critic Team
Dan Plehal performs in “Crazy for You.”

six student critics, along with three
regional critics.

Seniors Lauren Angwin, Emily
Levin, Sara Rogers, Peter Adams, Dan
Plehal, and junior Maggie Seegers form
the WS critics team, with sophomores
Jasmine Mahboob, Meredith Hicks and
Nathan Taylor form the WS regional
team.

The Cappies process begins at the
beginning of each school year:

A school chooses which one of its
annual productions will be considered
for the Cappies. This year for WS, the
Cappies show was the hit musical “Crazy
For You”. For one of the performances,
a group of Cappies Critics that
represents schools from all over the area
views the show. Before the show begins,

9:30 Club showcases

By Caitlin Crowley
Senior Staff Writer

If you are an avid music fan, chances are that you
have been to
hosted thousands of bands in every genre, ranging
from classic rock legends like Bob Dylan to bouncy
pop bands like the Backstreet Boys.

The club, which opened in 1996, offers a hip and

the 9:30 Club. This DC hotspot has

Harry Hamburg -

The Cappies are considered
the high school Tony Awards

WS Cappie nominations
“Crazy for You”

Best Featured Actor in a Musical
Zack Moody

Best Male Dancer
Dan Plehal

Best Critic
Nathan Taylor

Best Choreography
Emily Levin
Sara Rogers

Best Critic Team

Peter Adams
Lauren Angwin
Meredith Hicks

Jasmine Mahboob
Dan Plehal
Maggie Seegers
Nathan Taylor

they meet in a designated Cappies room,

‘and after the show they return to the

room to discuss their notes on the show.
At the end of the year, all the teams come
together and nominate different shows
for the array of categories. Some
categories are Best Female Lead, Best
Song, Best Duet, Make-up, Best Set and
Best Supporting Male Lead.

Strauss created the Cappies in order
to bring awareness and encourage
performing arts programs in high
schools.

“For our theatre department,” says
Adams, “the Cappies has boosted
interest and excitement, especially for
our musical because that is usually our
Cappies show. More and more students
are getting involved with the theatre
department.”

Anyone on the team can tell you how
much fun they have had while on the
Cappies Critic team.

How can students join the Cappies
Critic team?

At the end of every year auditions
are held. Interested freshmen,
sophomores and juniors need to write a
review of a play or musical and turn it
into theatre teacher Mary Jo Levesque
(room 201) or to the year’s lead critic.
This year’s deadline is May 20.

“This is the best team I’ve been with
in all four years,” says Adams, “I'm
honored to be their leader; hopefully,
I’ve done a good job. Embrace me, my

23

son.

the eclectic

need a break, you can go upstairs and take a seat on
the risers and chill out for a few.

Adding to all the glory that is 9:30 is that unlike
many other venues, it is easy on the wallet. Ticket
prices usually range from $10 to $25 and on very rare
occasion are around $30. This leaves a couple extra
bucks for an easy Metro trip down or a midnight 7-11
trip on the way home.

If you haven’t been to the 9:30 Club, check out

laid-back atmosphere along with its convenient
location. The wrap-around balcony with wrought iron
hand rails and the cozy interior design add to the
ambience. For your older brothers and sister, the club
offers bars on all three levels, including a trendy
basement lounge.

9:30°s main floor is standing room only so be
prepared to become really friendly with your neighbor,
as it is usuvally jam-packed with fellow fans. If you

their website, www.930.com, for a band you are into
and get down there. No matter what kind of music you
like, 9:30 has something for you. Bands and concert-
goers alike are lining up to get in this leading show
venue where everyone can have a good time.

The club is located at 815 V. St. NW and is
accessible by Metro via the Green Line at the U Street
stop. To contact the club, call 202-393-0930.
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I miss the good old days

By Sean Hogan
ETC. Editor

When I was four years old, I
was a monster. I ran around the
house with my Thomas the Tank
Engine train and smashed
everything in sight.

This is typical young guy
behavior. Girls play with dolls.
Guys smash the dolls. Girls like
pink because it’s pretty and
feminine. Boys like red because
it resembles blood.

I learned a lot about small
children a few weekends ago
when I spent time with my
uncle’s family. My uncle is a
stereotypical All-American dad
who loves power tools, big

trucks and sports.
He raised his three young

boys, “The Knuckleheads,” to
follow in his footsteps. Their
favorite pastime is

a) killing things,

b) pretending to kill things,

c) talking about killing things

or d) playing with trucks.

This is how I used to be. I've
changed a little, but I still enjoy
large vehicles and blowing stuff
up. Making farting noises,
however, and paying closer
attention to the opposite sex
are higher on my priority list
than they were when I was
seven years old.

This may sound silly, but I
really miss the days when I
could just sit at my house and
smash the evil Koopas on my
Nintendo. Unfortunately, I'm
stuck with the determinant, the

subjunctivo,
equations and reading To Kill
a Mockingbird.

Instead of waking up at 8 a.m.,
then sleeping again from
eating, then sleeping
again from 1 p.m. to 6 p.m.,
eating again

eating,
9 to 12,

watching

going to bed at 8, I wake up at 6
go to school, go to track,
do mountains of homework,
then maybe, JUST MAYBE, I'11
rest for an hour or two before
the next day.

And parents ponder why

a.m.,

?

Wwe Ie So

almost out. Hey, at least we
t have to walk six miles
uphill each way in the snow

i

don

ElE:

balancing

and finally
“Final Jeopardy” and

excited that school’s

Gullane Entertainment

with no shoes to school every Thomas the Tank Engine, a favorite show and toy of many

day.

By Libby w:..w_m<
Viewpoint Editor

youngsters, was also one of young Hoagie’s favorites.

Mystery Person

Who is this student?

sunshine yellow, as he hates it with a passion. Opt for
a nice pastel light blue instead. When going to eat, a

garage.

'Blond hair,
not a personal ad,

Do not bother buying him anything of the color

“People tell me that Senator Edwards got
picked for his good looks, his sex appeal, and
his great hair. I say to them, ‘How do you think

blue eyes, a swimmer’s body...no, this is
it is the mystery person.

Rocking a mohawk or painting his whole body for a
swim meet is not out of the question for this blond
senior. Shaving his body for better speed in the water,
however, is a completely different story.

A self-described La-Z-Boy recliner, this mystery
person enjoys watching football and just hanging out
with his friends. And although he is not afraid of most
animals (such as wombats), he has admitted to having
been scared by a snake that he found one day in his

steak sub is always a favored option. He loves to eat,
but instead of trying new things, this picky eater sticks
with his normal food choices, such as peanut butter
on white bread. At the zoo, you will most likely find
him looking at the monkeys in their cages.

He excels at swimming, and minor injuries from
hitting his head on the sides of the pool have not
affected his abilities. The blows to the head have also
not affected his memory, since at 17, he can still
remember when at the innocent age of five he opened
the car door- while his mom was driving,

This guitar-playing, weight-training master blows
out 18 candles on July 29. Use your noggin and figure
out this mystery person.

I got the job?”
— Vice President Dick Cheney
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Get the driver training
you need to be a better,
safer driver in as few as

At AA Advantage, we’ll evaluate your current skills, then custom-
ize our program to provide you with the specific skills needed to
meet your licese requirements. You'll also enjoy:

-Defensive driving training in actual traffic conditions

-Daily feedback to help you track your progress

-Free drop-off and pick-up service

Call today to gain independence on the road and giver your par-
ents peace of mind!

BEHIND-THE-WHEEL INSTRUCTION

Virginia DMV licensed and bonded

For more information, call 703-250-5066




