place spot.

Lis de Saussure

Quartet reigns Supreme

Juniors Dave Eargle (left), Tommy Beekman (right) and Dean Christesen
(in background behind drumset) perform at the Battle of the Bands on
May 20. The Supreme Quartet, who classify their music as
fusion” beat out six other bands for first place. The other band mem-
bers are seniors Jared Bookbinder and Court Eccles. Second place went
to Traffic Jam Marmalade, who won the competition in 2003 and 2004.
Flatulance, a band comprised entirely of freshmen, earned the third

jazz-funk-

Teachers leave school

along with 2003 class

By Lindsay Burke
Viewpoint Editor

Teachers dedicate time, effort, and love to all of
their students. They stay after school to help with
hard problems, they repeat things 40 times to make
sure everyone understands, and they look after
students throughout the school day.

Several of the teachers we love will be leaving WS
at the end of the 2004-2005 school year. Among them
are: Robert Jones, Catriona Stavropoulos, Gloria
Parker, Joanna Stokes, Marietta Bradinova, Jeannette
Allen, John McMenamin, James Morris, Jenn Owens,
Beth Jewell, Ersilia Ash, Colleen Branche, Mark
Morbeto, and Brenda Cox. ¥

All of these teachers will be remembered for all of
the things they have done to contribute to education
at WS. They have spent countless hours grading
papers, listening to students complain, and preparing
upcoming assignments for us to learn.

Only one teacher out of these is retiring at the end
of the year; John McMenamin, more commonly known
as “Mr. Mac.” He has spent over 40 years in the
classroom and has many favorite memories of WS.

“My first year here I had a girl who’d lost her leg to
cancer and refused to wear a prosthetic one. Her
attitude was what-you-see-is-what-you-get and we
became friendly. At the end of the year I asked her
what it was like to not have a leg. She wrote eight
pages about it,” said McMenamin. “My funniest
memory was when I told my kids they had a term paper

Caps off to actors

Playwrights also rewarded by seeing works
performed on professional stage

By Carlin Sherill
Weekend Editor

A Cappie is the highest honor one
can receive in a high school theatre
department.

Each year, students are selected as
nominees for a Cappie for their
outstanding performances for that year’s
drama productions. This year, five WS
students were nominated, and one took
home an award.

Zack Moody won the Best Featured
Actor in a Musical for his role as the real
Zangler in Crazy for You. He was
‘competing against five other actors from
different Fairfax County Schools. He was
awarded at a ceremony at the Kennedy
Center, where more than 2,400 people
gathered for the Cappies.

“I did not expect to win [the Cappie],
it was really cool,” said Moody.

Crazy for You was so well-performed
that four other students were nominated
for Cappies. Seniors Emily Levin and
Sara Rogers were nominated for the best
Choreography. Senior Dan Plehal was
chosen for Male Dancer and sophomore
Nathan Taylor was nominated for the

Male Critic Cappie. Although they did
not win, a nomination itself , is a
tremendous honor.

Selected drama students are also
being honored in a big way-on a
professional stage. Senior Karla Sakas
and junior Jack Powers were selected as
two of eleven winners from nearly five
hundred entries in the Arena Stage
Student Playwrights Project 10-Minute
Play Competition.

Their plays were performed at Arena
stage, and Karla’s play, Dysfunctionally
Ever After, was also performed at the
Kennedy Center in Washington DC.

“It was really exciting to see how
professional directors and actors
interpreted my words on the stage,” said
Sakas.

Jack Powers’ play, An Errand, was a
surprise win for the author.

“I wrote it in two nights for drama. I
did not expect to win,” said Powers.

WS is very fortunate to have such a
excellent drama department, with such
talented actors and actresses. This year
has been very successful for WS
productions, as well as ones outside of
the school.

Sara Kofalt

Former student
charged with
mmvoluntary
manslaughter

John McMenamin is retiring after more than 40
years of teaching.

that had to be in on time or else they would fail. T told
them I didn’t care if their house burned down, they
had to get it in. A student’s house ended up burning
down, and while it was burning he ran back inside and
got the paper!”

The teachers and students have worked hard as a
team this year, and extra pressure has been added from
tests, SOLs, and colleges.

“T think our kids faced a lot of challenges [this year],
and the teachers did, too,” said Principal David Smith.
“I am always impressed, frequently amazed, at what
teachers and students can do together.”

Another successful year has been produced at WS
due to the work of teachers and students. The work of
teachers who are leaving will be cherished and
appreciated throughout the years. Thank you for all
you have done, and keep inspiring the ones who need
it the most.

A former WS student has been charged with :j
voluntary manslaughter due to his involvement in the
car crash that claimed the life of his passenger, Adam
Foote, in late March.

The former student was the driver of a blue Mus
tang that crashed into a dumpster truck at the inter-
section of Old Keene Mill Road and Huntsman Bou-
levard after traveling at high speeds.

Although the driver is 18 now, he was 17 at the
time of the incident and will be charged as a minor.

His family placed him in a residential center for
troubled teens in Alabama for rehibiliation. The Jack
son County Police Department, on request from Fairfax
County police, arrested the driver at the center.

He was brought before the Jackson Country dis-
trict court on May 26 and was allowed to post a $20,000
bond and return to the center. :

He will not be formally charged until he returns to
Virginia, which, according to his father, may be in a
long as a year.
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reading in class,

off during the school year.

dreaming of how she could be
out of school if there had not been random days

November 1,

April 15, June 3

than last year and we got
less than a week of
vacation time in June this
year.

Vacations seem short
enough as they are
without cutting days off
them. Besides,

summer break too.

File Photo
Sophomore Emily Lambert falls asleep while

November

week of summer vacation.
day in the middle of the week?

There is no such thing as a one day vacation to
Hawaii in the middle of April. If there was such a thing,
it would be something like this, “Hey kids, I can almost
see the coconut trees! Whoops, look at the time we

Play first,

Scattered student holidays push summer to late June

have to go back to school now!”

There is not a whole lot we can do on a teacher
workday outside of sleeping in or hanging out at a
friend’s house.
we almost forgot,
hours of homework teachers give us to compensate
for the time off.

When we see student holidays on the calendar we
think of them as blessings
them as a week less of summer vacation.

2, January 31, February 1,
and June 6 are the seven student
holidays/teacher workdays we have had this year.

Summer vacation is seven days shorter this year

winter break was three days shorter
this year than last year so we do not need a shorter

Seven random days off are not better than an extra
Where can we go on an off

pay

but we can also think of

Oh wait,

Editorial

later

we can do all the extra

It’s almost like not having the
days off at all, which is good
because who wants to have the
yucky aftertaste of a fun weekend
when they get back to school?

The excuse we get for student
holidays is to give teachers a

chance to file grades on time.
Yet since teachers can go back and change grades

after the quarter is over, it does not really matter how

homework.

Admission fees discourage fans

By Sunnie Ko
Inside Story Editor

According to a poll taken by 100
students, 88 percent of them agree that
ticket fees for sports admission are too
high and that they would attend more
often is the price was lowered.

Hurdling fences, avoiding parent
volunteers and dressing in camouflage
are sad techniques used to avoid
paying the fee for a sporting event. The
regular season admission price for all
sports is four dollars.

Now, that might not seem like a very
hefty amount for some, however, to
others those four dollars could be used
on more vital things like food or paying
library fees.

This is not to say that sporting
events aren’t vital, however when it
comes down to it, those four dollars

will most likely be used on food, an
essential part of living.

I’m not naive enough to say that the
fee for admission should be diminished.
According to assistant activities
director, Mike Mukai, the money raised
in district games is necessary funding.

'The money brought in through ticket

sales is split half and half with the
s = =e=]

The sports teams that
receive this money need
to sacrifice something so
spectators will keep
cheering them on.

visiting teams. The money then goes
towards new uniforms, equipment, field
seed and everything except the lights
and the referees.

It is important that these teams
receive quality equipment in order to
perform to the best of their abilities,
however the “give and take” ratio needs
to be more evenly balanced.

If ticket sales were lowered even one
or two dollars, the funds would be
drastically lowered however, your
average student would be more willing
and able to attend the games. Right now,
the four dollars helps get new uniforms
for teams every three years, sometimes
even every two.

Do not get me wrong, I like new
uniforms more than anyone, however I
hate paying this four dollars whenever
I want to attend a game. I would without
doubt be willing to wear a uniform for
longer than three years. These uniforms
are used for three months and in sports
such as basketball and soccer they are
not being brutally torn or abused.

The sports teams that receive this
money need to sacrifice something so
spectators will keep cheering them on.

The regional playoff ticket fee was
recently lowered from six dollars to five.
I am satisfied knowing now that there is
an extra dollar in my wallet. School spirit

fast they are filed.

Nothing terrible would happen if report cards came
out a week or two later.

It is definitely a close competition,
a week off in the summer with no strings attached over
seven student holidays dotting the calendar with extra

but we will take

File Photo
School spirit is an important part of
high school. Students might be more
inclined to attend games if the entry
fee was lowered.

is an important aspect to the high-school
experience. Lowering these fees would
increase attendance and school spirit. If
not for the hungry broke student, do it
for the spirit.






Larissa Cookson
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Exchange students say

‘Aufwiedersehen

By Jenny Taylor
Sports Editor

As the school year comes to a close,
not only will WS bid fond farwell to
seniors, but several exchange students
as well.

On June 26, juniors Darinka
Trubutschek, Marianne Ochs, and Stine
de Lange Kobberstad plan to travel back
to their homes in Norway and Germany.
The girls originally arrived on August
12, 2004 and have lived with host
families in the Springfield community
since. They came to the US on high
school exchange programs, which allow
participants to complete a year of study
in a foreign country.

Spending nearly a year experiencing
another culture has left these students
with many memories. Extracurricular
activities, such as sports, are rarely
offered in Europe and made quite an
impact on the exchange students.

“Playing on the tennis team was the
best part of the year,” said Ochs. “I got
to meet so many new people.”

Not only did the students partake in
athletics, they also endured challenging
courses. Norwegian Stine Kobberstad
even tackled the task of learning a third
language during her time in America.
German teacher Christine Bonheim
taught Kobberstad throughout the year.

“She has given my students lots of
insight on how different life is in another
culture and how it is living in a different
country and learning that language,”
said Bonheim.

Bonheim supports the exchange
program and has seen the benefits.

“The advantages [of the program] are

b/

great,” said Bonheim,“because a
whole year really helps and is the best
way to perfect your language skills.”

Despite the emotional impact of
leaving, the students are looking forward
to seeing their families again.

“l got homesick on Christmas
especially,” said Ochs “and on my
birthday too, but I’ve been calling and
emailing home at least once a month.”
The exchange students, however, are
not looking forward to parting with their
host families.

“They were the best!” said
Kobberstad “I'm going to miss them, but
I’'m coming back to see them in
September and they’re coming to Italy

2

in the summer.

Erica Wilkening
Junior Marianne Ochs enjoyed her
time at WS but admits she got
homesick over the holidays.




FINALLY HAVS
SOMETH
TO 2/

Graphics—Caitlin Kenney

—What’s your best _._,_mm_uo _

from freshman year?
—Shout out!
—Any advice
for Mr. Griffin?

Vicky Davis )
—“Going to States for speech &
debate... that was [awesome].”
—“My step-mom...she’s really strong;
[I am] really proud of her for caring for
young kids by herself.”
—“Don’t deny his football past. We all
know it [we, being the freshmen].”

Caitlin Kenney

—“Making it to Regionals in tl
a surprise.”

—"“1 would like to give a shout
friends, pumpkin eaters and ¢
eats squirrels, so watch out. F
in the summertime and | was
the crazy people.”

—“Keep it real dude, just kee;

Ty

—“Playing JV so
—*“| wouldn’t hav
without you—to r
Katie.”

—"“He really conr
students—he’s d
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The yearbook seniors went
on a mission—to find

a freshman who would talk
to them, and actually make
sense. Our intrepid
reporters found

six relatively fluent frosh,
and here are their
reflections on the first year
of high school.

1e two mile... it was

out to my squirrel

razy friends. Adog
Jumpkins are rotten
normal before | met

D it real.”

Tina Wajda

ooy Austin
A A McNair
‘ray = —“‘Captain for the
cecer.” o | football team.”
e lasted Em year E- —"Britney Lemons—I
ny best friend HWG—WGEAXH@ love you.”

—“Stay pimpin’.”
\ects with the —*Making the varsity soccer L
oingagoodjob.”  team.” ,

—*Jesse Vanatta—Hello!”
—“Give me my cell phone back.”

David Bae

—“Looking into the mirror every day
before going to school.”

—"“To Janice, because

she’s really cool.”

—"Be cool, follow the rules and stay
in school.”

Tina Wajda
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Junior Bryn Veditz proudly displays a homemade t-shirt referencing

the classic TV show “Dallas.”

Erica Wilkening

Kids create clothing to
combat conformity

By Beth Stinson

Business/Systems Assistant

The clothes Katie Eargle, Alysia
Jordan and Maia Sanders wear cannot
be found at retail stores, even if they
look like designer-quality ensembles.
They make their clothes themselves.

Crafting your own fashion may
sound like an extraordinary feat, but for
some students, it is what comes naturally.

“I do it because clothes that you buy
at stores are so un-cool,” said freshman
Katie Eargle, who sews creative designs
and patches to her clothes.

Eargle’s outfits are always colorful,
creative, and sometimes unusual.

“I don’t really get reactions,” said
Eargle. “People mostly just stare and
think it’s cool.”

She uses fabric paint, bleach pens,
and the ever-useful pair of scissors to
personalize her otherwise conservative
garb. Other students adore the way
Eargle expresses herself through her
clothes.

“She has a very unique style,” said
freshman Alysia Jordan. “I love her
stickers and the patches she sews on to
things. She’s just crazy.”

Other students, like freshman Maia
Sanders, make skirts and dresses from
scratch to satisfy their artistic styles.

“I make my own clothes because I
don’t want to spend the money to buy

1]

expensive designer clothes from other
countries. Plus, I don’t really like
American clothes,” said Sanders.

Sanders makes skirts by hand for a
much smaller price than ordering a
designer skirt online, and alters much of
her store-bought clothing.

Sophomore Tiffany White makes her
own tube tops, drawstring shirts, and
handbags..

“I make them because I want to be a
fashion designer one day, and I love
having my own style,” said White.

Her go-get-‘em attitude and love of
fashion lead her to create truly
impressive ensembles.

“Her outfits are up-to-date and
unique,” said freshman Autumn Gilliam.
“they stay with what is new, but Tiffany
adds her own touch.”

Students like freshman Meredith
Bermudez profit from their fashion sense.
Bermudez makes tote bags and sells them
to girls who enjoy her simple, yet creative
purses. In fact, she has already made
over $100 and plans to continue making
the bags for anyone who is interested.

Girls, and sometimes boys, are crazy
for these unique and handmade items,
and they instill a sense of awe and
wonder in those not accustomed to the
world of fashion.

“I think that the people that make
their own clothes at our school make
better clothes than people that get paid
to do it,” said Freshman Byron Renoll.

25
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By Liz Weiderhold
Oracle Editor

San Diego: Home of the Padres, of
strong naval defense and of drunken
hippies.

I recently visited this ravishing city
with my father, and although I could have
died about eight or nine times, I still
managed to have a pretty fantastic time.

Even flying to San Diego brought a
bundle of fun. I was seated in the front
row where I was just close enough to
see first-class get their coffee, cakes,
assorted chocolates, steak dinner and
ice cream sundaes but far enough away
so I wouldn’t have to eat any of that
crap. And while T was munching on my
three complimentary mini-pretzels,
Claudette staggered in.

Claudette was a pseudo-blonde busi-
ness woman who suffered from an ail-

ment called “being born French.” I don’t
mean to be making generalizations but
even if an Asian lady was driving her
white Suzuki on the wrong side of the
road at 11 MPH she wouldn’t fulfill her

I think she had absolutely no knowl-
edge that there were other people on
the flight with her. For example, she de-
manded to be “zeated” in first-class and
was shocked to find that people had al-
ready filled it up.

Then when she was physically forced
to sit in a coach seat (God forbid), she
sprawled the contents of her purse
throughout the row so that the man sit-
ting next to her had to curl up in a little
ball on his seat, whimpering, because
she had left no room for him.

‘When we finally arrived in San Diego,
we visited Sea World, the San Diego Zoo
and Petco Stadium. You may be asking
yourself,

“Did you decide not to go to the beach
because you were afraid of sharks?” and
I would answer,

“No, I'm not an idiot, it was because
of the barracudas.” I realize that I prob-
ably wouldn’t die from a barracuda, but
I would die of a heart attack associated
with seeing the barracuda.

But I don’t mind seeing barracudas

they are behind a 900-volt electrical fence.
This is why the San Diego Zoo and Sea
World appealed to me. I could relish in
the fact that five inches of solid glass
separated me from a 5,000-pound killer
whale while still being able to marvel at
its fat and barnacles.

In fact, the only animal I petted was a
dolphin. This is essentially the same as
petting a wet hot dog, except the hot
dog doesn’t try to bite anchovies from
your hand.

And while I was inncocently feeding
Flibia, my dolphin, 30 elementary school
children wheedled their way to the edge
of the pool, scaring Flibia away.

After seeing hundreds of children
whining in their fractured English, I de-
cided I never want a child of my own.
Maybe Sea World should market itself
as birth control rather than the home of
Shamu. .

So that was my trip. No sun bathing,
no surfing, no sandcastles. Instead I
enjoyed American commercialism at its
best and even had some fun elbowing
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stereotype as well as Cluadette did.

and other life-threatening animals when

Hoagie's World

Seanfeld’s much ado about nothing

By Sean Hogan

Features Editor

Jerry Seinfeld inspired everyone who has ever
watched his hit show. In addition to motivating the
show’s numerous enthusiasts, he has motivated me to
write a column about nothing in particular, like his show
was.

The Barber (Season 5)

The crazy lady holding the shears attacked me last
week. My beautiful curly hair was about three-and-a-
half inches long and was shaved like a turkey to an
inch-and-a-half. An example of the dialogue:

“How much you want off?”’

“An inch”

“Three inches? Ok!”

“NO! Only an inch!™

“Oh, I'm sorry, I be more careful with the scissors™

“MY HAIR!!!”
"Yes, eez beautiful!”

“EEZ GONE!”

The Mom (Season 6)

Recently, I was told by my parents to clean my room,
which included my closet, which hadn’t been touched
since 1997. While digging through the dead bodies,
dirty magazines and heroin needles (or my beanie
babies, Lego magazines and hero action figures), I
found tons (literally) of interesting stuff. Among my

closet’s contents: the coral-colored polo shirt I wore
for my second grade school picture (my older sisters
are still fighting to the death for it as we speak), a
wooden sword from Medieval Day in fourth grade (I'm
keeping it in case a monster, or even worse Michael
Jackson ever ends up in my room), a Pokémon game
(I’m still glad to be the world’s best trainer. My motto:
Run away before my little monsters Pikachu! Your likely
motto: Hoagie is the biggest geek ever, and he makes
horrible Pokémon puns.), and a Hanson CD (I’'m so
ashamed).

The Pitch (Season 4)

The newest team to the area, the Washington
Nationals are atop the standings of the NL East, despite
being picked to finish last in almost every respectable
baseball publication, including Street and Smith and
The Daily Shopper (with coupons for free borscht) .
They have done this despite playing only 15 games
versus teams actually on a Major League level, above
.500 (as opposed to the Orioles, who have played 35
against bottom feeders such as the Devil Rays and the
Royals, whose teams consist of players that roughly
have the talent of a spazzy elementary school student
(without Ritalin).

The Apology (Season 9)

Finally, I would like to apologize for all of the bad
jokes and puns I’ve made in the past year. Also, to my
older sister Kim for everything mean I’ve said and done

four-year olds at the polar bear exhibit.

Nothing is the theme of “Seinfeld” and this m..:oq__w..n.
to her in the years we’ve lived under the same roof. I
meant most of it, but I apologize nonetheless. She will
be going to college next year, and I will be an only
child. If I wanted to be spoiled and wanted attention,
this would be great. But I won’t be spoiled because
I’m no “princess” and any attention from your parents
at this point in adolescence is probably bad attention
(sorry Mom and Dad). In conclusion, I'll end by her
favorite adage: “You’re funny but looks aren’t
everything.”



