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Gas hikes bite into lunch

Erica Wilkening
The gas prices, shown before the huge price
increase, have caused a rise in school lunch
prices.

By Kelly Sipple

News Section Assistant

Gas stations are not the only place where the WS
community will see their wallets bleeding. The students
and faculty of WS can expect to see an increase in the
price of cafeteria lunches.

This school year, students will be paying $2.00 for
a standard lunch instead of last year’s price of $1.80,
an 11.25 percent increase. Several different factors
played a role in the county’s decision to increase the
price of standard lunches, reduced price breakfasts
and lunches, and adult lunches.

Reasons for the price increase in the 2005-2006
Fairfax County Public School’s budget are rising labor,
benefits, fuel, and food costs, all associated with the
rising cost of crude oil.

Higher oil prices contribute not only to higher costs
to produce cafeteria food but to greater bus
transportation costs. The FCPS plans to help cover
these rising fuel costs with the lunch fee increase. FCPS
officials estimate that its budget will require an
additional $1 million to run the school system’s 1,570
buses this year.

Not all students agree that raising lunch prices is

The right place?

Breaking boundaries to learn here

By Kelly Sipple
News Section Assistant

Recent graduate Eric Davis® parents
faced a huge dilemma his junior year.
Their dream house was located in the
Hayfield District, so Davis would not be
able to graduate with his class if they
moved. The solution was pupil-
placement.

“[I chose to have my son pupil-placed
at WS] his senior year since I wanted
him to graduate with his class. We didn’t
move until we knew he was eligible for
placement,” said Karen Davis, Eric’s
mother.

Pupil-placement is defined by FCPS
ag “student assignments to schools

outside of the student’s neighborhood

23

school boundaries.

Sophomore Molly Plummer was pupil
placed at WS her freshman year because
her mother is a teacher here and thought
that this school was better than
Hayfield, but switched this year.

Another common reason for students
being pupil placed at WS is because the
school offers AP programs.

In order to be pupil-placed, parents
must complete an application form that
is reviewed by the student’s base
school.

Recommenendations form the
neighborhood school and the requested

school’s principal are forwarded to the
respective FCPS student services office.

“[I was pupil-placed at WS] because
my mom didn’t like the conditions at
Hayfield at the time,” said junior Julia
Repa. E

In the future, it may not be as easy
for students to be approved for pupil-
placement.

“I’'m taking a very restrictive approach
on new pupil-placement requests
because of overpopulation problems,”
said Principal David Smith.

Concerns over WS boundaries have
brought renewed interest in pupil-
placement due to boundary change.
The school’s population has increased
by more than 40 students this year
because of boundary shifts.

In the past, WS has come under fire
because some perceive that pupil-
placements have been made because of
sports, specifically girls basketball and
both soccer programs

The fact remains, however, that
dozens of students attend WS because
of other reasons.

“If there was an option given to me, I
would definitely choose pupil
placement,” said junior Elizabeth Jans.
“I can rteally not like our school
sometimes, but it is way better in a lot of
things than the other schools.”

the best way to deal with the county’s shortfall in
money.

“I think they [FCPS] should find another way to
make up for the lack of money this year. They should
increase the price of everything such as sports and
many other things,” said Attendance Secretary Sue
Burow. i

Other local counties are also increasing the price of
standard lunches. Montgomery County, for example,
increased the price of standard lunches 10 cents to
$2.05, five cents more than the new price set by FCPS,

“Since I don’t ride the bus, I think it’s wrong for me
to pay more for lunch. Even though fuel isn’t the only
reason for the increase in price [of lunch], that is
probably one of the main factors since fuel is so
expensive these days,” said sophomore Meredith
Bermudez.

Students acknowledge that with today’s economy,
the price of lunch was bound to change.

“I think it’s a double-edged sword, so to speak,”
said junior Molly Cushing. “If we didn’t raise the money
somehow, we’d probably have to cut back on the bus
transit and that would mean overcrowding buses more
than they already are. I don’t think it will be too much
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FCPS budget

transportation costs and even higher
costs for the farmers who grow the food
that eventually ends up on our Pepto

Fairfax County is one of the richest
counties in the United States, but even
the wealthy are having trouble making
ends meet. Starting this year FCPS
is raising the prices of school lunch
by 20 cents, to $2.00.

The rising costs of providing
those cute milk cartons, stringy
French fries and greasy pizzas are
causing the county to reach deeper
into its pockets to shell out a few more
bucks.

Students and faculty are being forced
to shoulder this heavy burden.

Exorbitant gasoline prices are at the its students and teachers.
root of the school-lunch hike. High gas Diesel fuel prices are going up, forcing .
prices contribute to increased the county to spend an additional $1

Risin
down

By Lindsay Bruhn
Viewpoint Editor

To add insult to injury FCPS hopes to
try to balance its budget on the backs of

right.

getting a driver’s license. Increasing gas prices,
however, make it difficult for students to enjoy this
thought of freedom.

At the end of the 2004-2005 school year in June, gas
prices were at a reasonable $2.11 a gallon; now, after a
little over two months, the price has risen to $2.74.

This price increase, however, will hurt us the most.

Yes, older drivers will have a hard time adjusting,
but we’re the ones with the fewest resources.

" The fact of the matter is that not all students have
jobs, and those of us who do rarely make more than $8
an hour. And because students can’t work full-time,
they can’t make much money. :

Of course, we don’t pay rent, or pay for any of the
other expenses adults face. $35 a week for gas cuts
into funds that must cover all the little “‘extras”—fast
food, movies, clothes and school functions.

Erika Witkening

Gas prices continue to rise due io oil shortages
caused by huricane Katrina. The increased prices
cause trouble for students driving to school.

SUpETsIZES
lunch prices for students

million for bus transportation. The
school lunch increase is supposed to
help keep the buses running, too.
Forcing students and teachers to
shoulder this burden is unfair.
. = We haven’t taken a poll recently,
m‘ GN N NQ N\N Q N but one can make an educated guess
about the number of students who
ride the bus to school every day.
And add to that equation the
- teachers, who don’t ride the buses at
Bismal-colored cafeteria trays. all, and the math just doesn

Students spend most of their time in
school learning lessons. This economics
lesson, however, is a little, if not
extremely, hard to swallow.

gas prices lock
teenag

Before a teenager turns 16, he starts to think about

t come out

Erika Wilkening

Students crowd in the cafeteria to
eat lunch. Lunch prices in FCPS have
been raised to comply with the new
budget.

e freedom

Some students have an even skimpier budget,
because they have to help pay for car insurance and
other necessities.

In ‘order for us to be able to maintain a healthy
social and academic life, there is some driving that
must take place. _

Some of us could ride the bus to school, but that
still leaves the problem of how to get to work,
practices, and the mall.

High gas prices will eventually affect our daily lives
and cause great problems with simply getting from
place to place.

There is no easy solution. If 16-year-old drivers
were allowed to drive more than one person, then car
pooling would be possible.

This environmentally friendly solution would cut
down on the cost for students.

While the president, Congress and other officials
argue about the high cost of doing business, we teens
will still have to suffer.
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Internships ofter

new opportunities

By Libby Bursley
News - Editor

The job as an intern no longer
consists solely on fetching coffee and
donuts for superiors.

Modern interns are doing more work
than ever because a variety of work
places have opened their doors to high
school and college students.
Seventeen.com includes a feature on
internships in every state and city,
provided by the website WetFeet. There
is also an option where the search can
be narrowed down according to the area
of study students may be interested in,
such as health care and teaching. The
teen magazine CosmoGirl offered a job
as an intern for their own staff, as a
stringer- a teen journalist.

Other internships, however, are found
closer to home.

“I was a page at the Senate last

" summer. We were basically the senator’s

servants, we set everything up at the
beginning of the day. We also delivered
anything that was needed,” said recent
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thing

CosmoGirl

alumnus John Kieran.

A few interning jobs, such ones on
Capitol Hill, can help you and change
your outlook on life for the better. They
can help you understand politics and
our world. The only problem can be
getting the job. Knowing someone
helps, but not everybody can have a
special contact. Kieran was lucky, and
found a chance with barely any work.

“My dad just gave me the
opportunity, and I took it,” said
Kieran.

If you do not have unlimited
resources, there is still hope. You can
find an internship for every interest
and every ability. Calling, emailing and
visiting websites can all help, but the
best way to get the job is to go in
person to make the best impression.

The biggest incentive for students
to go out and get an internship is to
gain experience for your future.

" “It looks good on your college
application,” said Government teacher
Kevin Gallagher. “That is the greatest
about getting an internship.”

Corporations, including the magazines CosmoGirl and Seventeen, offer

internship options for students.
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Myspace creator Tom Anderson has his own personal Myspace page.
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Santa Monica,
CALIFORNIA
. United States
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Myspace.com

Students need their space

By Linnette Lam

Senior staff writer

Modern communication continues to
make advances, so much so that today’s
mental picture of a little grandmother
consists of her arm hanging out the
window of an SUV, punching in digits
on her Motorola video phone.

Amongst the juicy brains of modern
inventors, however, the big “new thing”
has come from the normal brain of a
twenty-something guy named Tom. He
decided to create a website built on the
closet principle that people do not like
to get to know each other by doing such
things as, say, conversing. In fact,

according to Tom’s revelation, real-life .

interaction may not be necessary
anymore because all of the information
that one may need to know about
someone is plainly displayed on his or
her MySpace site.

MySpace is popular among our
students as well as people across the
entire U.S. Summer months passed as
friends  corresponded  through
MySpace, writing blogs on their sites or
dropping comments on others” sites.

Some people use MySpace to keep
in touch with family and close friends,
but others use it to maintain contact with

acquaintances and meeting others with
similar interests.

“Sometimes you find people that you
haven’t talked to in a long time,” said
junior Triahna Harris.

Long-lost friends, estranged lovers and
people looking for someone to cuddle
up with on a cold, winter night in front
of a computer screen can settle their
queries in the pop-up ad infested world
of Tom’s MySpace bloggers.

There are still some who have chosen
not to have their “space” for various
reasons. Many do not want to publicly
post personal information, and some do
not want to (or know how to) maintain a
site. Without a MySpace account, one
may do such things as read entries and
comments, view identification photos
and read message boards, but anything
beyond that is restricted to those who
are logged in with a username.

Senior Spencer Allen does not have
a MySpace but finds interest in looking
at pages when he is idle.

“I don’t have anything against
MySpace, but if people want to find out
stuff about me, just ask,” said Allen.

Whether or not one chooses to
partake in the blogging craze, one thing
is sure—even the most unpopular
person can find a friend on MySpace.

EARN $12 - $15 PER HOUR AS A PART
TIME DELIVERY DRIVER AT PAPA
JOHNS WE ARE ALSO CURRENTLY
- ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS FOR

INSTORE PERSONNEL

BURKE PAPA JOHNS

703-978-7272
2 LARGE
2 TOPPING $15.99
LARGE 1 TOPPING $7.99
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SAT

PREP

Year-round small group
classes for all these dates in:
Burke Centre, West Springfield

& Ten Northern <_6_=_m

Locations.

.mma_so will be limited
*Early registation is strongly suggested

The Hunt Course

Preparing Virginia Students Since 1976

www.huntprograms.com

703-425-7656
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Highway Safety Is Everybody’s Business, But OUR Specialty!

“Keith Has Been Serving Northern Virginia for Over 40 Years

x

ONE OF THE STATE’S LARGEST & BEST FULL SERVICE DRIVING SCHOOLS

W:_so_‘m _io_._l:mza: mﬂ wm&..ma:i:amn:oa zﬁ

A Messaae from HAM....&.T.

Dear Spartans,

I would like to thank each one of you for allowing
us to serve you; I can only hope that your experience
with us has been as rewarding and gratifying as our
experience with you. I also want to thank so amwﬁ% of
you for your concern for my recent illness,

As you may know, with the help of Senator Hm%
(Brien and many other good friends in Richmond,
we have been able to pass several bills that have been
brought to legislative order thereby becoming law,
enhancing the driver education program and the qual-
ity of instruction administered to the first year driver.
Virginia has some of the best first year teenage drivers
in the country - mainly because of the program and
the care which this program is administered, especially
through Keith's Driving School.

Despite what you hear from some media, portraying
teenage drivers as being the worst drivers, this is not
true. They don't bother to separate states and tell you
which bill or law is what. They want to send the spin
the way they want it to sound. It doesn’t work that
way. Go to the stats, The media might portray things
without telling you or breaking down state by state as
to which one does and does not have these types of laws
or legislation restricting first year drivers,

These laws allow us to eliminate some driver educa-
tion establishments that are not concerned about ad-
ministering the proper driver education nor the safety
of your child. This also makes the driver education
industry better. I have always done everything I can
to educate the public, the students and parents, on the
Virginia driver education laws .

Speaking of parents, I have taught some of you to
drive. This past year, five of you searched me out to
teach your childeen. You don’t know how good that
makes me feel and I wish I would be here to teach their
sons or daughters, but that is a bit of a pipe dream.

Safe

.XQ.S 's also offers

In every ad you will see my Virginia’s license number
and the Virginia State requirements. .Lock at other ads
and you don’t see those things. It is my way of say-
ing that we at Keith’s Driving School do care and are
concerned about driver education and your sons and
daughters. Parents must know they are going to get the
correct fype of training that
their son or daughter needs
at Keith's.

Qur instructors are profes-
sionals, That is what we do
for a living. We teach people
to drive and try to help them
survive. Though we cannot
win them all, we do try very
hard. It's true, we charge
quite a bit more than some
driver education institutions,
but this is because we give
you 80 much more. We pick
up; we drop off. We are on
the road, not on a parking
lot. The last time I checked,
the death toll in Virginia on
parking lots amounted to %
of one percent. That is not
a stat that warrants park-
ing lot instruction. Virginia
eliminated parallel parking in
1971 to concentrate on more
important areas because parallel parking is not a life
threatening maneuver. Though we teach parallel park-
ing, we don't concentrate on it.

Our students average 125 miles on the road, with all
kinds of traffic situations. Some will drive more than
that based on the sparsely populated areas. But in the
densely populated areas such as Springfield, Annan-

Driver Improvement
5 Good Points

VA mu,}%m LIC #15030000304 - BONDED - INSURED
VIRGINIA TEEN LAW REQUIRES
* 7 - 50 minute periods of Behind-the-Wheel

* 7 - 50 minute periods of observation
* MUST BE GIVEN ON 7 SEPARATE DAYS
* Classroom requirements are 36 - 50 minute periods

the & Point Driver §b8<¢3m§. hSQBE

dale, Falls Church, Fairfax, Tyson’s, and Mclean, they
average is about 125 miles. This along with 40 hours
equates close to 1,000 miles of experience before stu-
dents go out by themselves. This is so important.

Senator O'Brien and myself fought for six years for
the bill along with the documentation of the mileage.
Nobody really wanted that, but Sena-
tor O'Brien had the wisdom to get it
passed in a really good bill.

There is really no one in the indus-
try I take second to. We are the best.
I ask your indulgence and patience.
Enroll your child early to get their
program going, even before they start
their 40 hours or halfway through
their 40 hours. You DO NOT have to
have the 40 hours completed before
enrolling.

We at Keith's are all about teaching
driving, Give us a call early. We have
some of the best teenage drivers in the
country in Virginia and the death toll
for first year drivers has been steadily
dropping since Keith’s Driving School
opened. There is proof of that.

I wish we could teach everybody,
but we can’t. I wish I could be the
guardian who rides around with
them after they get their license but
Ican't.

However, | assure you that our instructors will instill
safe driving habits, defensive driving habits, accident
avoidance and evasive maneuvering habits in your
sons and daughters, Please bear with us, summer time
is coming and we all want to have a happy summer.
Thank you so very much and Smw God bless and keep
every one of you safe.

Driving is Everyone’s Business




