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passed for professionally
orchestrated songs.
Following each
performance, the three
judges delivered biting
criticisms that were
obviously planned, but
drew laughter from the
audience nonetheless.
“The judges comments
were just stupid,” said
top five qualifier Michael

By Aaron Snow
Junior Staff Writer

The tension mounted
as Ryan Seacrest, ak.a.
Dallon Cochran, took the
stage and introduced
the judges: Simon
Cowell, Paula Abdul and
Randy Jackson (Michael
Dombrow, John
Thorson, and Vera

Woodson)
Expectations were high
as the first of nine

Ariale. “They didn’t really
mean all that they said.”
Despite the judges

competitors, senior
Bosah iy

Corum, sang
her first words
amidst a haze
of artificial fog
illuminated by
colored lights
on the stage
floor.

As each of
the nine |
naanEE,m in
year's “Spartan Idol”
vied for the audience’s
approval, as well as a bid
in the final round of the
competition, »E.a
inexperience of the
singers was far from
evident. Each performer
made a strong case for a
birth in the next round
with vocal performances 1
that could have easily

heckling most of the

Spartans take the mike

while the Fun Bunch
performed to wild
applause, and
afterwards sophomore
Sarah Meinhofer was
revealed to be the
winner of the
competition. Her
beautiful rendition of
“Hero,” by Mariah
Carey proved worthy of
the title “Spartan Idol.”

“Ifelt like I did pretty
good, but I just winged
the second song,” said
Meinhofer. “I was
i mEﬁ:anm to

have won, T
thought Shanti
Chang  was
going to win.”
For the
remaining
competitors
that failed to
win, several
factors were
attributed to
performances that were
not up to personal
expectations.

“My second song
was more nerve racking,
and the crowd started
clapping off beat and I
had a hard time
.,ognngﬂﬂnﬁm on Eﬁ
aBs. ' said

‘Les Mis’

By Sarah Alvarez
Sports Assistant Editor

The French Revolutipn came to WS
last month, singing its way into the
hearts of an appreciative audience, and
winning nine Cappie nominations for
the cast, crew and critics.

After six hours of rehearsals over the
last two months, and arduous set
preparations, the theater department
was ready for blood to run in the gutters
of Paris. Fifteen crew members worked
through Spring Break. The actors put
in countless hours as well.

On the Monday and Tuesday prior
to opening night, junior Jasmine
Mahboob, one of the Cappie nominees,
spent between 13 and 14 hours each
day in school. Mahboob, along with

__«mSm%m.TosmB
The cast of the recent WS theater production “Les Miserables” join together to
perform in the finale of the piece, after the revoiution has been put down.

delights

other cast members, rarely got home
before 11 p.m.

By Saturday, several actors had lost
their voices, but that didn’t get in the
way of an overall entertaining
performance. Sophomore Michael
Ariale, who played Joly, was pleased
with the cast’s performance.

“It worked out better than we

.thought; we didn’t think there’d be a

play,” said Ariale.

Ariale was not the only one with
slight doubts.

“Our theater department is notorious
for pulling shows out of nowhere at the
last possible second, but this time to
our surprise it came together quite
nicely,” said crew member sophomore
Valerie Lapointe.

See PLAY on Page 5

Hm%:o-haé &:%:a head to Dallas

By Andreana Maxwell
Inside Editor

Technology plays an irreplaceable role in the world
today; new developments are essential.

Fortunately, students’ at WS have already begun to
pursue their interests in technology. The weekend of April
28-30 was one like no other for these 12 students at WS.
These students are members of the Technology Student
Association (TSA) and had the opportunity to attend a
statewide competition in Hampton, VA, and qualify for
Nationals. The national convention will be held from
June 21- 26, in Dallas, TX.

TSA is a national organization for middle and high
school students, which emphasizes the role of technology
in society. The goal is to get teenagers involved with
technology in order to get them interested and involved
in technology for the rest of their lives. Participants in
the TSA competition have the option to make an invention

country.

Juniors Scott Juhl and John Todd and senior Adam
Brunderman display their winning invention.

Cassidy Nolen

involving technology over the course of the year or
partake in on the spot tasks.

“We had a bag of pieces [three index cards, three
papers clips, four rubber bands and an unsharpened
pencil] and had to build a rubber band powered vehicle
in two hours,” said sophomore Joel Kellog.

Senior Adam Brunderman and juniors Scott Juhl and
John Todd won first place for their invention. The team
has been diligently working since the beginning of the
year and their hard work paid off with their first place
win at the state competition. The three developed a device
that recharges the batteries on hotel door locks each time
the knob is turned. Their win at states allowed them to
advance to the national competition and potentially
market the product to different hotel chains across the

“We talked with Hilton and they said it [the recharging
device] was a good idea,” said Junior Scott Juhl. “They
[Hilton hotels] said we should definitely get a patent as
soon as possible.
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Hoagie's World

guide to college acceptance

By Sean Hogan

Features Editor

I’ve officially begun my college search. After a few
college visits, I've figured out the do’s and don’ts of
college tours and interviews.

DO:

Wear pants. The best way to impress the person
letting you in their college is to dress in a way so that
they won’t automatically say “NO!”

Talk to current students. If all the students who
currently attend your college of choice are planning
on transferring right after the semester ends, it means

The Ivory Tree
This young UVA fan would get a similar reaction if
he wore his UVA shirt on a visit to Virginia Tech.

one of two things. On the negative side, it could mean
that the school is all work and no play. On the positive
side, you might not have liked the kids who were

leaving anyway, so at least they won’t be there to.

bother you later on.

Ask questions. If you really want to know about
what goes on, you have to ask. The college probably
won’t release any information that is less than perfect,
so the only way to find out about anything, whether it
be a security issue or exploding toilets, is to ask.

Walk around the campus. Some schools have
beautiful, “scenic” campuses that really mean mile-
long dirt roads with huge hills that will kill you after a
week, not to mention making the “Freshman 15 more
like a freshman loss-of-15. If a school has an urban
campus, it could mean it’s actually easier to get from
place to place quickly. But it could also mean it’s easier
for muggers and petty thieves to get from your place
to their place quickly.

DON’T:

Pick your nese. Obviously, something that makes
you seem like a six-year-old is not a good thing to
display in front of a person who is expecting you to be
an adult.

Act like a lunatic. Any elaboraie plans involving
kittens, chains, duct tape and nun-chucks should
probably be kept in your head.

Though he may not be recognizable
his name, freshman Hugh McGeehan is
somewhat of a celebrity during B Lunch.
Without saying so much as a word,
McGeehan draws the gaze of others as
he leaps off of walls and combats
invisible foes.

McGeehan makes an almost daily
habit of practicing his latest form of
Kung Fu and eagerly volunteers to give
a demonstration.

arts.

McGeehan has already attracted a group
of spectators. He seems pleased with
his performance and with great fervor
divulges his history practicing martial

Fresh Meet

Missouri Southern State University
A guide gives incoming students and their parents
a tour of Missouri Southern State University.

Burp the alphabet. Similar to picking your nose,
burping the alphabet is a gross fourth-grade talent.
Save it for your kid brother or an easily amused
freshman.

Talk about your high school classes that you got
easy A’s in. I spent my freshman year coloring toward
A’s in two core classes that are considered exiremely
difficult to get A’s in. I don’t want to get them
recommended to be removed from my GPA.

Wear your favorite shirt from a rival college. This
might not be a problem for people who wear University
of Virginia shirts at Virginia Tech. They wouldn’t make
it all the way to the interview. They would be flooring
it on I-81, escaping Blacksburg as quickly as possible
before they got the chance to talk to admission
counselors.

In life, my goal is not to be an admissions counselor

~or career specialist. It would be much wiser to talk to

Career Center Specialist Susan Rexford about the Do’s
and Don’ts when it comes to college admissions. She
at least knows what she’s talking about.

Hugh McGeehan was kung-fu fighting

Freshman showcases his O-Mei Wushu Kung Fu talents at B lunch

By Aaron Show
Junior Staff Writer

really good.”

In addition to Kung Fu, McGeehan
also copies a move from the popular film,
“The Matrix,” as he dodges fake bullets,

“I moved here from San Diego and I
have practiced other martial arts in my

“Hugh’s stances are
really good. He doesn’t
use them when fighting,
but they are really good.”

—Wahab Mufti,
Freshman

L Erica Wilkening
Freshman Hugh McGeehan practices
his form of O-Mei Wushu at lunch
outside the sporis lobby. “I just
started this one about two weeks

“I would be happy if I could show
you one of my forms,” he said with
evident excitement.

He places his palms together as if
acknowledging a competitor, and then
begins his “newest form.”

“T am practicing O-Mei Wushu Kung
Fu,” he explains. “It is a combination of
a lot of different forms.”

As his demonstration draws to a

past,” he said, “but I just started this
one about two weeks ago.”
McGeehan’s passion for martial arts
is shown by his constant training for
his “newest form,” proves his
commitment. It’s this zeal for Kung Fu
that has earned the respect of his friends
and lunch mates. :
“Hugh’s stances are really good,
said freshman Wahab Mufti. “He doesn’t

3

and even brandishes a pretend light-
saber to block the pretend bullets away.
“Sometimes I just like to have fun;
it’s just for fun,” said McGeehan.
While the movie stunts may be just
for fun and games, McGeehan makes few
jokes when it comes to Kung Fu, a
possible reason for his lunchtime

ago,” said McGeehan.

Coach K leads the way

close, a glance around reveals that

XC coach finishes his 33rd year

By Caitlin Laverdiere
Managing Editor

For thirty years he’s been
here, making his mark on WS.

Vic Kelbaugh has been
teaching WS students since
1970, and although he is now in
retirement, he continues to take
on a few classes every year —
he just can’t get enough of us.

For the majority of his
teaching career Kelbaugh has
taught geography, with some
other courses mixed in here and
there.

“For a long time we had
geography,” said Kelbaugh.
“But then it switched to World
History and Geography One
and Two.”

When Kelbaugh first started
teaching at WS there were 3300
students and a ten period day.

“It was kind of a jungle

then,” said Kelbaugh. “[And]
we think we’re over crowded
now with 2200.”

Kelbaugh grew up in
Huntington, West Virginia. It
was a “wholesome American
place” as he put it. He attended
Marshall University and
halfway through college
decided he wanted to teach.
Before he began teaching full
time, however, he joined the
army and served from 1968 to
1970. Kelbaugh was a first
lieutenant, administrative
officer; as such he attended to
an assortment of obligations.
He also served in Vietnam for a
year.

“Fortunately I didn’t have to
wade through the jungles,” said
Kelbaugh. “I was defensive
mode instead of being out in the
jungle.”

After Vietnam, he wanted

something different and
decided it was time to start
teaching.

“The army brought me here,
my last duty station,” said
Kelbaugh. “And I just stayed.”

After he started teaching at
WS some of the faculty noticed
his running skill and asked him
to help coach the track team. He
started as a cross country coach
in 1973 and has been working
with WS runners every year
since then.

“By its nature cross country
attracts kids that are very
serious, very dedicated,” said
Kelbaugh. “They are a pleasure
to work with.”

While Kelbaugh has been at
WS the cross country team has
won four state championships,
something he is very proud of.

When asked whether he was
going to be hanging around the

use them when fighting but they are

popularity.

Lifetouch

Vic Kelbaugh, shown here in the team picture, has coached
Cross Country at WS since 1973, a total of 33 years.

halls of WS for a while longer
he wasn’t sure.

“I’m in limbo. I'm prepared
to stay for while; it just depends
on what they need,” said
Kelbaugh.

Throughout his thirty years
of dedication to WS Vic
Kelbaugh has made a lasting
impact on students and faculty,
both in the classroom and on
the track field.

“I ran for coach Kelbaugh in

the late ‘80s,” said math teacher
Duke Baird. “He’s a great role
model. Everything he does is for
the kids.”

Kelbaugh has something
about him that inspires and
motivates those who look up to
him.

“He is very professional,
very knowledgable,” said Baird.
“He’s a very quiet individual;
when he speaks, you know it’s
very important.”
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All hail the Halo chief

Calderwood renowned as top-ranked gamer

By Alyssa Horton

Forum Editor —

Alyssa lifted herself onto the table and
got comfortable, getting ready to explain
her interest in the video game Halo and
how she came to be one of the top
ranked players in the world.

Freshman Alyssa Calderwood was
introduced to Halo three years ago when
a friend brought it over for her dad.

“T tried it and I didn’t practice a lot
with it; it just came naturally,” said
Calderwood.

Pretty soon Calderwood was playing
Halo 2 and then began playing on XBOX
Live. On XBOX Live a player is going
against 50 other people from around the

she received 1* place and 75 dollars.

“At the tournament that I got first
place, I beat my dad 10-1,” said
Calderwood.

Calderwood’s Halo-playing skills
caused her sister and cousin to place
some bets, telling their friends that Alyssa
could beat them easily. They have
resulted in Alyssa occasionally winning
money, adding up to 20 dollars.

One of Alyssa’s proudest moments
was when she defeated Choral Director

Mike Dombrow, 25-2, at Spartanfest, and -

then later when she brought her XBOX
into school and officially whooped him
with a score of 50-4.

“Those were pity kills,” said
Calderwood proudly as Dombrow poked

Carrie DeClark

May 19, 2006

Freshman Alyssa Calderwood has been given the nickname “Master Chief”
after the lead character of Halo 2, shown above, for her success in playing the

world and they are each ranked.

“My best ranking so far is 37, but it’'s “What was that Alyssa?” Calderwood
not official. Your rank changes each time
you play,” said Calderwood.

Alyssa has also participated in local
Halo competitions. At one tournament
she placed 5™ out of 50 and at another

nothing.
Alyssa

2

4 Lisamarie
Talk show hosts Jon Stewart, shown at top, and
Oprah Winfrey, below, both attract large audiences
despite their contrasting presentation styles.

A forward-thinking state of mind

WS’s representatives to Girl’s State and Boy’s State
have been selected for this year’s summer session

his head out of his office and said,
just laughed and said that it was
s fame has grown among the

WS Halo players. She has been given
the nickname “Master Chief,” which is

video game.

down!”

said Calderwood.

Gregarious talk

one of the characters in Halo. People
approach her in the hallway and say to
her, “Master Chief your shields are

“I just laugh whenever that happens,”

Calderwood might go to Philadelphia
in August for a nationwide Halo
tournament.

“I’m still not sure yet if I'm going, but
you never know. Maybe I’ll win!”
Calderwood said with a laugh.

show

hosts never run out of air

By Jordy Serwin

Business/Systems Editor

Talk shows offer viewers a virtually limitless source
of entertainment, news and gossip.

Once limited to daytime hours on weekdays, such
programs have multiplied exponentially in recent years.
Viewers can now choose from more than sixty different
programs that run nearly continuously all day, every
day. Today’s talk shows fall into genres as diverse as
the shows themselves. Programs like Jon Stewart’s
“The Daily Show™ and Tim Russert’s “Meet the Press”
report on political news, with varying degrees of humor
and subjectivity.

“Jon Stewart is great,” said junior Carlo Canlas. “T
usually try to avoid politics as much as possible, but
he makes it interesting.”

Stewart, in particular, merges politics and pop culture
to make a more entertaining combination.

“Stewart doesn’t take everything so seriously. He
tries to find the lighter side,” said freshman Cameron
McCallum. .

Others, like “Dr. Phil” and “Montel,” offer
psychological and medical insight. Still others, like
“Ellen,” “The Oprah Winfrey Show” and “The Jerry
Springer Show,” seek only to entertain.

“Ellen’s show is really funky and fun,” said freshman
Cooper Millholland. “I like the way she dances.”

By Libby Bursley
News Editor

The state of Virginia offers
select rising seniors a unique,
mock-government experience
with its Girl’s and Boy’s State
programs.

The juniors who applied for
this prestigious opportunity
faced heavy competition this
year because of the large
applicant pool. Four girls and
four boys were chosen to be
WS’s representatives to this
summer’s Girl’s and Boy’s
State. The sessions are set for
the week of June 18-24.

The girls chosen were
juniors Allison Campbell, Cori
Buck, Kavika Dilawari and
Nadia Khatouri, who will be
attending the program at
Longwood University. The
boys--juniors Ben Trump, David
Dubin, Chris Benedict and Karl

Sakas--will be going to the
program at Liberty University.
These students were required
to write an essay, fill out an
activity form, acquire a teacher
recommendation and participate
in an interview.

“The essay was about what
we could bring to Girl’s State,
and what we hoped to get out
of the experience and achieve,”
said Cori Buck.

Applicants also had to list all
activities that he or she
participated in throughout high
school and carefully chose
teachers to write letters of
recommendation on his or her
behalf.

“I chose my AP Language
teacher, Mr. Metzger, because
he teaches an upper level class
and, as an English teacher, I
knew he would write [the letter]
really well,” said David Dubin.

All the applicants agreed that

the interview was the most
challenging part of the
admission process. The juniors
faced a panel of history
teachers in both individual and
group question sessions.

“For me, the whole interview
made me nervous, but I thought
that the group session was more
comfortable because I wasn’t
alone. They asked questions
about the government and laws
and things like that,” said
Kavika Dilawari.

Each student had individual

reasons for applying, such as a_

large interest in the topics
covered in the program and the
hope of a fun experience. There
was, however, a single common
factor for the students who
applied.

“Of course, this is going to
look good on my college
applications,” said Dubin.

All of the students chosen to

Most if not all talk shows are filmed before live
audiences and feature significant audience
participation. Some hosts, like Oprah, interact with
their audience members by chatting with them on the
air and giving them gifts. Others, like Jerry Springer,
rely on audience members to react to the sensational
tales told by tawdry guests with such intellectual
displays as booing, cheering and tossing chairs.

People watch talk shows for reasons as different as
the shows themselves. Some watch to see their
favorite celebrities interviewed or because they are
fans of the host or hostess. Others are drawn to the
political or psychological insight that particular shows
have to offer. Still others enjoy the prurient topics
explored on some of the less family-friendly shows.

There are more talk shows on the air now than ever
before, but talk shows have been around a long time.
TV news pioneer Edward R. Murrow hosted a political
talk show in the 1950s called “Small World,” while early
celebrity talk show hosts included Dinah Shore, Mike
Douglas and Dick Cavett. Talk shows are among the
cheaper television programs to produce, requiring only
a live feed and a couple of chairs. In a way, these
shows were the first form of “reality TV,” offering
viewers a chance to see their favorite stars or political
heroes chatting live from their own living rooms.

“Talk shows are great,” said senior Christian
Hopkins. “They aren’t as scripted as other shows.”

Sara Kofalt

Junior Kavika Dilawari, one of WS’s representatives to Girl’s
State this year, anticipates an educational and meaningful
experience at the one-week program this summer.

attend either Girl’s or Boy’s
State are looking forward to an
enjoyable summer.

1l be a good experience

-»Hﬁu

because I'm interested in
government issues,” said
Dilawari. “I’m flattered they
picked me.”
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Don’t rock the boat! Row, row, row down to
Room 215 to get your 2006 yearbook, before
it's |
too late!
Every day after schoo
—$65, checks only!

/ 5230 Port Royal Rd.
Springfield, VA 22151

(Ravensworth Shopping Center)
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Jordy Serwin

By Christina Araj
Oracle Editor

Readers are instantly immersed into a
world of adventure, intrigue and mystery
in Dan Brown’s The Da Vinci Code.

Although readers must remember that
it is a strictly fictional plot line, the novel

‘Stick It

does bring up more than real questions
about Catholicism, whether or not Jesus

was ever married and of course the age"

old question of why Mona Lisa is smiling.

The novel explores the questions
through the investigative work of Robert
Langston, an art history professor turned
detective. His expertises are called upon
to help solve a murder mystery at the
famous Louvre museum that sets off a
string of unlikely events. He teams up with
a cryptologist, Sophia, to follow the clues
embedded in Leonardo Da Vinci’s works
that ultimately lead to the truth behind the
questions.

Readers should be warned, however:
Do not pick up this book unless one has
the time to sit down for hours to finish
it. From the moment the first page is
turned, readers are completely absorbed
in Robert Langston’s world and caught
in his desperate chase for the truth.

The structure of the novel is
particularly attention grabbing. The
book switches its third person narrative
from character to character. One moment
it follows Langston, the next chapter it
follows the antagonists. This method
results in each chapter being ended with
a cliff hanger that forces the reader to
continue on. One second you’re on
chapter two and the next it is six hours
later, and you haven’t left your chair.

fails

to

Yahoo! Movies

lan McKellen, as Sir Leigh Teabing, plays a crucial role in the protagonists’ quest.

Yahoo! ims_mm
Tom Hanks and Audrey Tautou in today’s
release, “The Da Vinci Code.”

Dan Brown does an amazing job at
explaining all the art history behind the
novel, and incorporating incredible detail
and research so that the reader forgets that
the novel is fictional.

This book is perfect for anyone
remotely interested in art history,
Catholicism or a good page-turning
murder mystery. On the plus side, if
you’'re interested in all these, but
uninterested in reading in general, you're
in luck. Columbia Pictures produced a
movie version based on the novel that
opens today. Although a movie could
never do the novel justice, and it will
inevitably leave out crucial detail, it is
sure to be an enjoyable experience.

By Katie Costello
Features Editor

The theater’s newest sports movie definitely sticks it
to gymnastics.

“Stick It” follows tomboy, Haley (Missy Peregrym)
who gefs in a little trouble with the law and is sent to the
dreaded VGA or Vickerman’s Gymnastics Academy.
Upon her arrival we see that Haley has been hiding her
amazing gymnastics skills ever since she walked out at
the Worlds competition.

Her stubborn attitude meets its match as coach
Vickerman refuses to let her walk out on another
competition and gets her ready to show her skills. No
thanks to ditzy gymnast, Joanne (Vanessa Lengies) who
is used to receiving all of the attention Haley is able to
regain her confidence as the big competition approaches.

The two funniest characters in the movie are her two
guy friends Frank (Kellan Lutz) and Poot (John Patrick
Amedori). They supply the movie with its funniest lines
like, ‘Dude why do you always have to bite my moment?
Is it tasty?”

‘While at the competition Haley begins a revolution
of gymnasts with attitude who begin protesting the
judges’ unfair rating system by refusing to perform

‘Bring 1t On’

e-tics.’
“Stick It

Sea Devils
VSC The Trade nmamm,
PO. Box 22146

703-370-6001
users.erols. com/vscswim

Yahoo! Movies

and picking the winners themselves. This was a little
too unrealistic for my taste because the chance of a
group of tiny teenage gymmasts being able to change
the whole scoring system for competitions is highly
unlikely. _

“Bring It On,” was a similar sports movie from the
same writers. This movie, released in 2000 follows a
cheerleading squad, The Toros, led by new captain
Torrance (Kirsten Dunst) who after shortly becoming
squad leader finds out that all of their routines were stolen
from an inner city high school squad. With the help of
new kid Missy (Eliza Dushku) and love interest Cliff
(Jesse Bradford) they work on creating a brand new
routine for nationals that will beat the inner city squad,
The Clovers. The cheer routines were intricate and
impressive, inspiring even the most non-athletic person
to attempt a cartwheel after the movie.

Although both movies were fairly similar (tomboy-
turns-star-girly-athlete and corny ending), “Bring It
On” had a more believable plot and more laugh out
loud moments. The cheer routines were more impressive

. than the gymnastic routines in “Stick It,” and the love

interest in “Bring It On” was more developed than the
potential romance between grungy Poot and jealous
Joanne. I enjoyed both movies but overall “Bring It
On” had more attitude, humor and witty one-liners.
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Spring showers can

Weekend

bring some fun hours

By Caitlin Kenney
Viewpoint Section Assistant

Don’t let rainy days keep you from having fun. Rain
not only cleanses the ground but it also clears the air
of the pollen that has haunted us for the past few
weeks. Although sports events are delayed and
canceled, you don’t have to sit around inside moping
on the computer. There is a world outside of your air-
conditioned house and opportunities that can be
discovered on such a dreary day.

* Often as younger kids, we would chant “Rain, rain,
go away come again another day!” Now that we are

older we have the privilege of a thing called a license .

that can take us to unknown places.

Remember rain does not mean the end of the world.
After every rainy day there is a shining sun and possibly
some gold at the end of your rainbow. Until then, here
is a list of new explorations to make on your rainy day:

1. Arts and Crafts: a good time to visit your local
pottery place and create a masterpiece. For birthday

presents; artwork from the heart is most appreciated.

2. COOKIES! Just because Sesame Street found it
necessary to change the “cookie monster” to “veggie
monster” does not mean you are obligated to make
such changes in your diet. Chocolate chip cookies hot
from the oven hit the spot.

3. Visit the movie theater and watch one of the
Hollywood hits. See crazy Tom dodge explosives in
“Mission Impossible III” or Tom Hanks crack the case
on the century’s old mystery in “The Da Vinci Code.”

4. Go to the mall; at times like these it’s often
overlooked. Shopping can help relieve the stress of
the school week and you can look good at the same
time. Check out the new Tysons Corner if you haven’t
had the chance. They have a great food court and
shopping center in its new section.

5. Scrapbook: the end of the year is approaching so
take the time to put together a memory book that can
last you a lifetime.

Tf all else fails, you could begin your homework, but
that is even drearier than the rain outside.

Erica Wilkening

Baking cookies can warm you up on a dreary, rainy
day. It is a great way to spend qualtiy time with
friends and family.

Steve and Barry’s carries educated shirts

Smart buyers can find college T-shirts at prices as low as $7

By Laura Byland
Senior Staff Writer

sell the same quality clothing that you
can find in campus bookstores, but for

terrific deal. Some school shirts seemed
to go much faster than others. JMU shirts

One of the rites of senior year is to
collect T-shirts from the colleges that
you apply to.

Upon making your college decision,
to show your school spirit, it is then
necessary that you purchase as much
gear as possible to advertise your home
for the next four years. Unfortunately, in
a tragic accident last winter my one
beloved James Madison University shirt
had a run-in with some paint. 1 felt
shamed when my fellow seniors were
proudly strutting the halls in their college
T-shirts. I abandoned my pride and
begged my mother to buy me a T-shirt
while visiting my brother at James
Madison, but I returned home shirtless
and disheartened.

Enter Steve and Barry’s, a discount
chain store with a location in Potomac
Mills that specializes in affordable
college shirts. They advertise that they

much cheaper. When I entered the store
with my mother, she zeroed in on the
signs advertising that everything in the
store was below $7. Her willpower gave
out in the wake of such incredible sales,
and she told me gravely, “I will buy you
a JMU shirt.”

The selection in the store i§ not
outstanding, but if you are willing to
look, you are bound to come across a
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were in short supply, while there were a
surplus of Virginia Tech and UVA shirts.
Steve and Barry’s also stocks shirts from
schools across the country, especially
larger schools, and tees with slogans
that are both disgusting and amusing.
Steve and Barry’s recently introduced
a new clothing line expanding from their
traditional t-shirt base. I was especially
impressed with their $7 jeans for women,

in a variety of sizes and styles. They
have a women’s line, with snug fitting
tees, pants and capris, a men’s line with
button down shirts, pants and polos,
and even a children’s line.

Upon making your
college decision, to
show your school spirit, it
is then necessary that .
you purchase as much
gear as possible to
advertise your home for
the next four years.

I would recommend a trip to Steve and
Barry’s to anyone who is looking for fun
clothes without straining his or her
budget. It will be one place where you
parents will most likely be gracious to
pay for your clothes.

Vinnie’s Restaurant
Now Located at
10515 Main Street
Fairfax City

Bring this ad in for a 10% discount
on all entrees for prom night
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Celebrate weekend

By Zohra Alnoor
Junior Staff Writer

Until recently, I had only gone
bowling once in my life, not counting
the one time the Bowl America truck
visited my school in the third grade.

I'm still no good at the sport. I got
loads of “gutter balls,” but at 11:48 p.m.,
I made my first strike in my 16 years of
living. It was one of my most triumphant
moments in life,

Friday and Saturday nights, from 10
pm. to 1 a.m., are Cosmic Bowling
nights at Bowl America in Burke. When
I walked into the building, the lights
were off, the disco ball flashed colors
everywhere and the music blared

I was in a group of 11 people, which
included my cousins, siblings, friends
and my mom. I paid for a game and a
pair of shoes. That’s when I was handed
a pair of old, ratty, red, blue and brown
suede shoes. They were the ugliest

shoes I'd ever seen in my life.

My group walked across the bowling
arena toward our lanes, past people who
were smoking cigarettes and drinking
alcohol. My six-year-old brother fanned
the air around him with disgust. Poor boy.

We sat down on the chairs in our cute
little section, and we stared at the
computer screen, not knowing what to do
next. We had to ask a woman near us how
to start playing. We got our initials on the
screen and than started looking around
for bowling balls. When we asked the
same woman where to find the balls, she
looked at us like we were crazy and pointed
to a shelf directly behind us, which was
stacked with bowling balls of all sizes. It
was pretty embarrassing.

After getting settled down, we started
to play. Bowling was so amazingly fun. I
loved rolling the ball in the lanes, even
when it was a gutter ball. I loved helping
my young, weak brother roll the ball, even
when it was a gutter ball. Basically my
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stars and strikes

team, which consisted of elementary
school kids and me, got mostly gutter
balls during our pathetic attempt to
win. It was pretty sad, but we played
against a group of aggressive
teenagers and college students.
Apart from being a fun game, Cosmic
Bowling has the best music ever. Songs
range from rock to rap to “The Funk.”
My favorite song which played that
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night was, “Play that Funky Music,
White Boy.” I sang and danced to
it...and when it was my turn I, of course,
made a gutter ball.

If you’re confused about what to do
on Friday and Saturday nights, don’t
stay home and watch “Friday Night
Smackdown.” Instead, go out to Cosmic
Bowling Night and try making a strike. If
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you can’t, don’t fret — join the club.
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