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Christina Rogers’ dream becomes reality

By Christina Sohn would pick it

up for me,” said Rogers.

Class of 2007

works hard
for their money

By Kristen McGregor
Junior Staff Writer

If the Class of 2007’s Prom was tomorrow, it would
be in the cafeteria with 10 balloons, a choir member as
the DJ and maybe some glitter for glamor. Realizing
their destiny, the junior class has decided to step it up
and raise some cash,

“Qur freshman and sophomore years we didn’t
really raise enough money we needed to raise,” said
class officer Ben Trump. “We have about four grand.
I’d really like to have about 10 grand by the end of
this year.”

With 10 grand the junior class could add some
punch and chips. Trump would ideally like to raise 25
thousand more by the end of senior year to make Prom
affordable and at least upgrade to a hotel.

Class officer Ryan Yohe ran to make a positive
contribution to her class. It has also had a positive
influence on her.

“The biggest lesson I have learned it listening to
others,” said Yohe. “Where there are six people with
different ideas there are a lot of great ideas and learning

See 2007 on Page 6.

Weekend Editor

During her teen years, two of senior
Christina Rogers’ greatest wishes have
become a reality.

The first wish she received was
money to buy a four-legged helper
named Chloe to help her with several
basic tasks she was unable to perform
in a wheelchair. This service dog with
velvety black hair was provided by an
organization in California. Rogers
applied for the grant for her dog after
she had back surgery when she was in
eighth grade.

“I wasn’t able to do the things that I
wanted to do at that time and since I had
to go back to school, I didn’t want to
depend on an assistant. I don’t like
having to depend on people,” Rogers

said. That year, Rogers was finally able

to buy Chloe and take her to middle
school for help.

“When I dropped something and it
rolled underneath the table, I couldn’t
reach underneath and pick it up. Chloe

‘When Rogers was fifteen years old,
she started writing an autobiography
about her relationship with Chloe and
the uniqueness of her family, which
consists of seven internationally

“| felt that many deaf
children could
understand the book. |
wanted something that
my five deaf sisters and
their friends could read,
understand, and relate
10.7

—Christina Rogers,

senior

adopted sisters and a caring mother. A
year later, the Make-a-Wish Foundation
granted Rogers her second wish, which
was a chance to print and publish her

Tina Wajda

Christina Rogers proudly displays her book, No Ordinary Dog, No Ordinary
Family, which was published with help from the Make-a-Wish Foundation.

story into the book No Ordinary Dog
No Ordinary Family.

The book is written in a simple prose
meant to appeal to children.

“I felt that many deaf children could

understand the book. 1 wanted
something that my five deaf sisters and
their friends could read, understand, and
relate to,” said Rogers.

See Rogers on Page 6.



ies such as Mischa Barton ‘or:
: 1 like to think tha

e







out; we ne i i .
xtra credit that actoally requires brainwork allows us
o nnderstand new concepts-to”their fullest extent







s and. streams of peopl
etween them. One woul







8—The Oracle

Features

Accomodating environment
created for Muslim holiday

By Jenny Taylor
Sports Editor

The average time between sunrise and sunset is
estimated to be twelve hours. For millions of Muslims
around the world, the month of Ramadan brings new
meaning to this lengthy period of daylight.

The holiest holiday of Islam requires believers to
fast throughout the day, without eating a sifigle snack
or taking even the slightest sip of water. Gum chewing,
swearing and overall unethical behavior are also
forbidden from dawn to dusk during Ramadan.

“We fast so we can see how the poor suffer and
because the profits fasted too,” said freshman Malalai
Mohsin Ferdawsey.

Other purposes of fasting include improved self-
control and a stronger consciousness of God.
Surviving a 12-hour fast takes incredible strength and
endurance. In order to make it through the day,
Muslims often consume large breakfasts full of protein.
T usually wake up at like 4:30 or 5:30 to eat a really big
breakfast when it’s still dark,” said junior Jasmine
Mahboob. “Then I sleep for another hour until I have
to wake up again for school.”

Lunchtime can be especially difficult for those
partaking in Ramadan’s challenging fast. Watching
fellow classmates drinking soda or eating pizza may
not be the best environment for W8’s Muslim
students. Fortunately, French teacher Joelle Torreele
has offered her classroom as a quiet place, where
students can come to escape the distractions of the
lunchroom.

“If we go to the cafeteria, there’s food everywhere.
It’s frowned upon to be around food when we're

fasting,” said Ferdawsey. “We went to the library; but
it was too loud. So we came here [Torreele’s room]
instead.”

The end of Ramadan is marked by the celebration
of Eid Al-Fitr, the Festival of Breaking the Fast. This
year, Ramadan is predicted to conclude on November
4. The exact date often changes since the Islamic
calendar is based on the phases of the moon. Eid Al-

“We fast so we can see how the
poor suffer and because the
profits suffered too.”

— Malalai Mohsin Ferdawsey,

freshman

Fitr is traditionally a time spent with friends and family,
similar to the Christian holidays of Christmas and Easter.

“Eid is like Christmas, because you get a lot of
money and presents from your family. It lasts for three
days, which is good in case you can’t celebrate it one
day,” said Ferdawsey. Ramadan is often completed with
generous contributions to the poor that are intended
to demonstrate the great respect Muslims have for
their extreme suffering.

“You can have a goat or lamb religiously sacrificed
and then sent to another country as a donation,” said
Mahboob.

Ramadan tends to be recognized for its exhausting
fasts and, like Christmas, its true meaning is often
forgotten.

“We celebrate Ramadan because it’s when the
Koran was revealed to Muhammad,” said Ferdawsey.

’

By Sarah Alvarez
Sports Assistant Editor

October 21, 2005

Sara Kofault
Madame Torreele’s room is open for students
celebrating Ramadan during A and B lunch where
they can work quietly and not have to see other
student’s eating.

This unique holiday separates itself from traditional
celebrations by placing its believers in a somewhat
uncomfortable situation. Afterward, however, there
emerges a great sense of optimism and thankfulness,
which will certainly outlast a grumbling stomach.

Homecoming
traditions are

staying atloat

“It brings people together so it’s
more of a social impact,[that float

building has],” said junior Kathryn

Homecoming ‘04 floats make their way around the track at the
Homecoming game. This year’s floats should make us proud
once again.

Homecoming floats have evolved
over the years but their necessity in
the homecoming experience dates
back to 1911, when the first college
homecoming was reported by Cindy
Nick of the Dance/Drill team directors
of America. The University of
Missouri had the first college
homecoming in the early 1900’s in
order to draw back alumni to the
school and arouse spirit for the
biggest football game of the season.
Homecoming floats were created as
another way to lure alumni, students
and the community to the school to
support the team.

Math teacher, Beth Roop,
remembers homecoming floats being
a tradition at WS, recalling that they
have been a part of homecoming ever
since she has been at WS.

Homecoming floats have changed
since the originals in the early 20%
century. They now have more
elaborate themes and decorations.
Floats express class creativity and
incite competition among grades.
Manuals and guides on fleat building
are even available illustrating new
methods using chicken wire and
corrugated cardboards. The history
of homecoming floats at WS is
indefinite, however students say
unity is the root of creativity.

Fourney. Class officers and sponsors
organize dates and times to build the
floats, but the challenge goes past
the building itself.

One problem is finding someone
to donate their car to pull the float.
“Right now it’s pretty much a fiasco,”
said junior class officer Ben Trump.

Another problem for the float
builders is getting started. Freshmen
have been delayed in their
construction because they recently
elected their class officers.Other
classes elected their officers at the
end of the previous year.

Competition and school spirit
create a desire to be the best in the
school. Last year the seniors won
the competition, but this year other
classes are hoping to be on top.

“] want our float to be beast this
year,” said sophomore Lizzy Augilar.

Building floats is not the only way
to show school spirit and class pride.

“The football game and dance are
all that matter,” said sophomore
Kathryn Rogers.

By either building a float or
attending a game, school spirit is thick
in the air during Homecoming. In
agreement with past Homecomings,
float building is used to attract
students to the game and fuel school
spirit.
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Stephanie Aguilar
Regaetton artist Daddy Yankee
wowed the crowd at his Patriot
Center performance two weeks ago.

The big ‘Daddy’

By Stephanie Aguilar

Forum Editor

The O

Hollywood leads star-studded
support for Katrina victims

By Kelly Sipple

News Assistant

In the weéks following both Hurricane Katrina and Hurricane Rita, celebrities
assisted with relief efforts by giving cash contributions, volunteering, and
participating in benefit events. :

Celebrities who lived in the affected region have a special connection to those
areas. “Mississippi Rising,” a benefit concert that aired on MSNBC October 1,
featured over 40 celebrities native of the devastated areas, including singer Faith
Hill, comedian Ray Romano, and its host, actor Morgan Freeman. Singer Britney
Spears, “Good Morning America” host Robin Roberts, and former N’SNYC member
Lance Bass have all called the Gulf Coast their home and have helped with relief
efforts. Spears auctioned off dozens of items on Ebay, with all proceeds going to
The Britney Spears Foundation to benefit the Mississippi Hurricane Recovery
Fund.

“Most of the celebrities T know of contributed something publicly, probably
personal. I think that most of them were probably genuine volunteering,” said
senior Aisha Toor.

After Hurricane Katrina hit the Gulf Coast, Oprah Winfrey televised a special
edition of the “Oprah Winfrey Show,” where many celebrities were filmed
volunteering. On the show, Julia Roberts, Faith Hill, Jamie Foxx, John Travolta, Lisa
Marie Presley, and Matthew Mcconaughey delivered medical supplies, food, love,
and support just days after the hurricane made landfall. Winfrey also pledged $10
million to distribute amongst charities.

Mecconaughey spent a week in the deep south and rescued 70 pets. Later, using
his cell phone, he reunited a mother with her daughter who was in a different
shelter. Foxx was brought to tears as he listened to a family tell their heart-wrenching
story. :

“I think [celebrities volunteered for] publicity because they want people to buy
something or be in unity with them. They want to get involved to be more famous
and make more money,” said junior Mariela Vargas.

Whatever their motivation, celebrities helped many Americans.

“I don’t think they [celebrities] should have made [volunteering] such a big deal.
We just want their money, not their opinions or time,” said junior Jared Dumale.

Associated Press
Oprah Winfrey dedicated two of her shows to comforting and supporting the
disaster-struck victims of Hurricane Katrina. Other stars, like Julia Roberts
and Jamie Fox, helped Oprah deliver supplies to the affected areas.

of reggaetton

Regaetton: rhythmic beats
intricately meshed with rap that has
inspired an entirely new breed of music,
known to pump up a crowd of proud
Latinos.

Two weeks ago, the Patriot Center
held one of the most anticipated
concerts of the year. It starred Daddy
Yankee (Raymond Ayala), one of the
best known regaetton artists with his
hit “Gasolina”. Decked out in a pearl-
white suit and sitting on his king
throne, Daddy Yankee beamed at the
audience from the stage as part of his
grand entrance.

“The show was just so exciting. It
was all too crazy,” said senior Jenny
Pabon.

Before the famous Puerto-Rican took
over the stage, artists Akwid and Zion
y Lennox performed as opening acts.
Akwid’s performances were
accompanied by only silence and was
not well received by the audience.

“It was so boring. There was no way
to dance with the beat,” said junior Ivan
Rios.

Zion y Lennox performed with Daddy
Yankee making it a two-for-one special
for the night. The singing voices of the
fans blended in with the blaring music
and people could be seen dancing in
very close proximity.

Daddy Yankee sang for about two
hours, featuring his most popular hits,
including “Lo Que Paso Paso™ and
“Machete”.

“I actually thought Daddy Yankee

3

wasn’t going to sing a lot since he

started at 10,” said
Katherine Delacruz.

As the end of the concert approached,
the anticipation of the famous song,
“Gasolina” was rising. Colorful lights
crossed and blinked furiously across
the stage and the legendary motor-
running noise from the song came on
the loud speakers.

“Gasolina” was the most crazed out
song of the night. The Latino-populated
stadium could be seen moving all
throughout the seats and the lyrics were
heard crystal-clear through the
speakers. It was a phenomenal ending
to an amazing concert. The reggaeton
concert had let loose the Latino heat.

“Regaetton to me means Latinos,”
said Pabon. “It represents us and it’s
something I’'m proud of because we’re
now opening up more the public.”

sophomore



| love the feel[ing] of
eing painted with
Spartan Pride.”
— Josh Freer, junior,




My favorite part is playing
football games on the base-
ball diamond.”

—Colin Stephenson

winning because
to play the fight sa

— Cat Cantrell, senior,

“We enjoy seeing other
neighborhood families

there. It is fun to [cheer]” |
—Donna Campbell, parer,
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Seventeen transforms

the movie g

By Katie Costello
Features Editor

17, the age when one is able to
replace gym with an elective that
requires much less perspiration. It is an
age when one is one year closer to
becoming a legal adult. Best of all, it is

olng scene

Maybe it was not the most mature
thought, but who cares. At least the
Motion Picture Association thinks I am
mature.

I sat in the theater with my legs
crossed (that is how mature people sit)
and watched the trailers for future ‘R’
rated movies that T would also be
allowed to see. Then “A History of

an age when one can legally see an “R”  Violence” began with a criminal
rated movie shooting
without  their alittle girl,
parents. and I

I should know, began
eveedl ( ommentary B
rated movie 48 maybe
hours after being able
turning 17 and it was a fabulous to see

experience. There is something
liberating about being carded for a
provocative, explicit film that is only
suitable for the appropriately aged.
When handed my ticket after being
asked to see my ID, it hit me. I am 17.

I can see the goriest, most
disturbing, sexually explicit film ever
shown in theaters, and no one can stop
me. No more dodging under the red
ropes or bribing a friend who happens
to be an usher. Those days are gone at
the age of 17 and I have
made a solemn vow never to undervalue
this privilege.

Younger children saw me and my
equally old and mature friend enter the
theater to see “A History of Violence.”
As they watched longingly I thought
to myself, “Yeah, that’s right. I am old
and mature enough to see an ‘R’ rated
film and you are not. So nanny nanny
boo boo, have fun watching that silly
little animated movie with talking
skeletons.”

movies like this was not such a great
privilege. When Viggo Mortensen came
on the screen however, all was well. T
continued to watch the movie, seeing
mobsters shot, with blood oozing
everywhere and graphic love making
on the stairs between the main
character, Tom Stall (Mortensen) and
his wife, Edie (Maria Bello).

Besides the occasional “Ewww
upon seeing blood spurting onto
peoples’ shirts and the occasional
whispering the comment of, “He is so
screwed” whenever a mobster came on
the screen, I watched silently, intently
and without interruption, along with
the rest of the over-17 audience. There
was no cat-calling, no giggling and no
popcorn throwing. There was no one
to “shh” at and there was not eyen any
slurping of sodas, probably because
the audience knew how completely
juvenile slurping is.

The movie ended, the credits rolled
and there was no clapping because,

23

really, no mature person would clap at
the end of a movie. We filed out of the
theater, discarding our trash responsibly
in the bins.

¥

| ——
On their seventeenth birthday, students will often rush to the theater to see
‘R’ rated flicks without supervision for the first time.

I am in the no-clapping, shh-free world
of movie watching now that I am a 17-
year-old, and I must say it is a world I do
not mind being a part of.
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Crowds gather for Tysons’expansion

By Nicole Simpson
Entertainment Section Assistant

Tysons Corner, which attracts over 20 million
visitors a year, has recently finished its much
anticipated renovation. This addition, to the already
impressive shopping center, adds more than 30 stores
to its previous 250, and has drawn a great deal of

attention to the mall.
i

“The [sales] lady didn’t have any
change, there were lines out the
door.”

—Kara Lewis, freshman

Tysons, with an addition of more than 350,000 square
feet, now includes year round valet parking, a new
large food court, a 16-screen complex AMC theatre
with stadium seating and 30 more pricy stops. In its
new wing, Tysons now includes some popular stores,
including the controversial Victoria’s Secret. the
provocative displays were too risqué for children.

“] did go into that Victoria’s Secret, it’s not that
bad, people were saying it was really provocative and
that kids shouldn’t see it,” said junior Stephanie Yatco.

International groceries

Ethnic stores gain popularity among students

By Aaron Snow
Junior Staff Writer

Ethnic diversity is one of the features
that makes the DC metropolitan area
unique. Here people gather from all
walks of life and corners of the globe.
With so many ethnic groups in the area,
stores have sprung up that feature foods
and products from native lands.

These stores are particularly popular
among students at WS.

“We go to Lotte because they have
food that’s not at Giant,” said junior Chris
Benedict.

Lotte is just one of many ethnic food
stores that are becoming nearly as
common as Giant and Safeway. Among
the many nearby Fairfax County stores
are: Shivam Grocery, Asian Supermarket,
Krishna Grocery, LA Latina, and Afghan
Mini Mart. Many of these stores almost

With such a high demand for ethnic
foods it is no wonder the stores are so
common today.

Many people who are natives of
another country feel like ethnic stores
are a window to their homeland.

With almost everything
written in a different
language and many
foods that most
Americans have never
even heard of, ethnic
food stores are a taste
of the world outside.

News broadcasts are even unwilling to show the
displays publicly.

“I thought it [Tysons’ Wing] was really nice, but
the Victoria’s Secret is really gross. It’s not appealing
at all,” said freshman Erin Mackie.

Popular clothing stores such as Abercrombie,
‘American Eagle, Delia’s, Express, Hollister, Old Navy
and Urban Outfitters can all be found in the new wing.

At the grand opening, which took place Saturday
October 1, stores were chaotic.

“It was really crowded,” said freshman Kara Lewis.
“The [sales] lady didn’t have any change, there were
lines out the door.” ,

All of this attention makes one wonder what the
upcoming holiday season might hold for Tysons
Comner. Holiday shoppers can expect a setback in their
shopping due to enormous crowds this year.

“I think Tysons will be really crowded when it’s
near Christmas time because it is already packed, and
it will just quadruple,” said sophomore Katie Gatski.

Students are planning to make a visit to Tysons to
see how the renovations, including juniors Celia Hatton
and Ishita Ahmed.

“We are going Saturday, we’ve made a date. We're
extremely excited,” said Hatton and Ahmed.

Super H Mart
Super H Mart is one of many ethnic grocery stores in Virginia, where shoppers
can buy foods not found in stores like Giant or Safeway.

give the impression that you are in a
foreign country. With almost everything
written in a different langnage and many
foods that most Americans have never
even heard of, ethnic food stores are a
taste of the world outside.

“They [ethnic stores] have stuff that
other stores don’t have like stuff from

overseas,” said junior George Trifonas.

A tecent study by the FMI (Food
Marketing Institute) shows that half of
all grocery shoppers shop for ethnic or
specialty foods at least once a month.

“Afghan Mini Mart and Brookefield
Plaza have a lot of people from my native
country,” said junior Zoe Naweed.

Ethnic stores allow shoppers to meet
other people from their country and
speak their native language with others
who share a common background. This
is one of the unique things about living
in a country which at its very core is a
land of immigrants.

With so many wonderful products
ethnic stores have become a staple for
people from different cultures.

" Carrie DeClark

Tysons’ new wing is an addition of more than 350,000
square feet and includes a new movie theater and 30
more stores.
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