By Zohra Alnoor
Junior Staff Writer

Burgers, cupcakes, games, tie-dye t-
shirts, DDR, pie-throwing and more all
encompassed the fun-filled afternoon on
Saturday October 22, for WS’s annual
Spartanfest.

Traditionally, Spartanfest is held
outside in nice breezy weather but,
unfortunately, at this year’s Spartanfest,
the weather was wet and cold. While
some people missed the tradition of
sitting out in the sun, others preferred
walking across a giant piece of plastic
inside.

“I think since [Spartanfest] was
inside, we thought it might be slower,
but we were wrong cause it was really
fast and close together. There was a lot
more action in one space,” said senior
Aisha Toor, who sold baked goods
and had the dart board game at the
Speech and Debate booth.

The fall festival still consisted of the
wooden “jail” sponsored by Pizzazz
where students, parents and teachers
could pay one dollar to jail anyone
present at the festival; whether it was
their best friend since kindergarten or
their “evil” algebra teacher. “Prisoners”
were locked in the wooden jail
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surrounded by cobwebs, plastic spiders
and a giant Jack Skellington for five
minutes, or they could pay a bail of one
dollar. A~

“[The jail’s] been pretty big this year.
After one person jails someone, they’ll
want to get each other back,” said
sophomore Lauren Douglas, a member
of Pizzazz who walked around
Spartanfest bearing a bright blue police
cap and plastic handcuffs searching for
“prisoners” whose names were Wwritten
on warrant sheets. Of course, these
weren’t the only activities taking place
that day.

The all-famous DDR (Dance Dance
Revolution) game, sponsored by the WS
orchestra, was a huge hit between
children, tweens, teens and adults. One
could pay one dollar for two songs and
have the chance to play against a friend
or another random person standing in
line. .

“It’s a popular game with good music
and it’s a good workout,” said junior
Diana Clanor who helped out with the
orchestra’s fundraiser.

Food wasa big part of Spartanfest, as
always. It is a great time to fill your belly
with funnel cakes from the German Honor
Society, pork BBQ sandwiches

" See Spartanfest on Page 4.
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By Caitlin Kenney
Viewpoint Assistant

Nonia Gay Jones spent Thursday
night cooking until 11p.m. for a special

night completely drained and exhausted.
She made it through the next day. On
Saturday morning she woke-up with her
left side numb and tingly. Jones was
having a stroke. :

Jones called to her husband to fetch
her cell phone. She had to call her doctor
fo see what exactly was wrong. Her whole
left side was tingly and numb. Her first

too tight.

Earlier in the school year, before her stroke, English teacher Nonia Jones led
her students down the hallway in the “Pronoun Hop.”

Teacher recuperates after stroke

- left hand started last April, T should havé

occasion. She collapsed onto the bed that -

thought was she slept with her hand brace

Carrie DeClark

“I had a physical in August and [ way"
fine. Looking back my numbness in thg

taken that as a warning,” said Jones 3
sophomore English teacher.

Jones was not affected mentally &:i:L
the stroke. She was able to talk and
participate in conversation the whole time
The only signs and symptoms were thg
complete numbness, which prevented het
from walking.

“They couldn’t give me this supposedly
wonderful drug for stroke patients. Youi
have to take it within the first three hours
of a stroke or it could

See Jones on Page 4.

Making masquerade memories

By Katie Costello
Features Editor

Fortunately for WS, the Phantom of the:
Opera did not make a surprise appearance
at the masquerade-themed homecoming.
With masks and orange and blue face paint
the students at WS demonsirated spirit
“undercover.”

Senior John-Mark Walker proved “it’s
not unusual” for Mr.Spartan to toss rubber
duckies or dance like a “Fresh Prince of
Bel Air” character. Students felt that it was
the rubber ducky song that put Walker at
the top of the judges’ lists and earned him
the Mr. Spartan crown.

“I’m disappointed that I didn’t go to
Mr.Spartan and get to see John-Mark’s
dancing,’’said junior Ansha Goel.

Other crowd favorites at Mr. Spartan
were senior Richard Walsh as the famous
‘80s workout guru Richard Simmons and
senior Dallon Cochran’s creative rendition
of the Gene Autry classic “Back in the
Saddle Again.”

Inclement weather kept fans away from

the stadium for the Powder Puff games. It
was a night for the underdogs as both the

Homecoming 2005 tries unmasking hidden s

& L Lifetouch
The sophomore float, shown here being pulled in the Homecoming parade, won the
float competition in a surprise upset.

freshmen and the juniors were victorious
over their older competition. The rainy

chool spirit

conditions did not discourage players from
enthusiastically slipping and sliding
through the mud .

“It was really cold but we got over it,”
said junior Devon Buckley. “It was so

‘much fun.”

Friday was full of events, including the
ever popular Homecoming assembly.

The Key Club skit was refreshing
because, unlike previous years, the
quarterback of the football team was not
kidnapped.

This year, Key Club members parodied
the Wizard of Oz, complete with Paris
Hilton attempting to find a brain. Helping
to fill the cross-dressing quota, as usual,
the Senior Male Drill Team was received
with gaffaws and loud applause.

“There’s nothing that I love more than
boys in my class wearing skirts that don’t
fit them,” said Goel.

The game, however, did not have as
good of an outcome as the assembly. WS
Tost to the Lake Braddock Bruins 28-23.

See Homecoming on Page 5.
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—Katie Tinsley,

 Eriendship
Friendship is so sacred,
That it can only be broken
s& raw hatred
And even thew Lt Ls consiol-
ered
That the friendship will be
reconsideread
It would, too, and the o$§
reason wihy it wouldn't
s, one, ifone friend thinks
t shouldn't :
Ov if a subborn person
thinks he couldn't
Frienos should stay that
way forever,
and break up they should
WEVEY : . :
Friends are supposed to
stay together,
Andl help each other through
- all endeavors
But then some people Let
little things get tw the way,
Thein they can't keep thelr
anger at bay, ;
They flght their friend then
twrn away,
From the wonderful friend-
ship that they once hao.

—Kaska Adoteye, junior
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Dear Spartans,

! would like to thank each one of you for allowing
us to serve you; I can only hope that your experience
with us has been as rewarding and gratifying as our
experience with you. | also want to thank s many of
veat for your concern for my recent illness.

As you may know, with the help of Senator Jay
O'Brien and many other good frends in Richmond,
we have been able to pass several bills that have been
brought to legislative order thereby becoming law,
enhancing the driver education program and the qual-
ity of instruction administered to the first year driver.
Virginia has some of the best first year teenage drivers
in the country - mainly because of the program and
the care which this program is administered, especially
through Keith's Driving School.

Despite what you hear from some media, portraying
teenage drivers as being the worst drivers, this is not
true. They don't bother to separate states and tell you
which bill or faw is what. They want to send the spin
the way they want it to sound. It doesn’t work that
way. Go to the stats. The media might portray things
without telling you or breaking down state by state as
t which one does and does not have these types of laws
or legislation restricting first year drivers.

These laws allow us to sliminate some driver educa-
Hon establishments that are not concerned abowt ad-

of your child. This also makes the driver education
industry better. I have always done everything 1 can
to educate the public, the students and parents, on the
Virginia driver education laws .

Speaking of parents, 1 have taught some of you o
drive. This past year, five of you searched me out to
teach your children. You don’t know how good that
makes me feel and I wish I would be here to teach their
soms or daughters, but that is a bit of a pipe dream.

Safe

ministering the proper driver education nor the safety

Highway Safety Is Everybody’s Business, But OUR Specialt
“Keith Has Been Serving Northern Virginia for Over 40 Years”

In every ad you will see my Virginia’s license number
and the Virginia State requirements. Look at other ads
and you don't see those things. It is my way of say-
ing that we at Keith's Driving School do care and are
concerned about-driver education and your sons and
knowy they are geing to get the

daughters. Parents mus
correct type of training that
their son or daughter needs
at Keith's.

Our instructors are profes-
sionals. That is what we do
for a ving. We teach people
to drive and try to help them
survive. Though we cannot
win them all, we do try very
hard. It's true, we charge
quite & bit more than some
driver education institutions,
but this is because we give
you so much more. We pick
up; we drop off, We are on
the read, not on a parking
iot. The last time 1 checked,
the death toll in Virginia on
parking lots amounted to %
of one percent. That is not
a stat that warrants park-
ing lot instruction. Virginia
eliminated parallel parking in
1971 to concentrate on more )
important areas because parallel parking is not a life
threatening maneuver. Though we teach parallel park-
ing, we don't concentrate on it. :

Our students average 125 miles on the road, with all
kinds of traffic situations. Some will drive more than
that based on the sparsely populated areas. But in the
densely populated areas such as Springfield, Annan~

Driver Improvement

5 Good Points

VA STATE LIC #15030000304 - BONDED - INSURED

VIRGINIA TEEN LAW REQUIRES
* 7 - 50 minute periods of Behind-the-Wheel
* 77 - 50 minute periods of observation

* MUST BE GIVEN ON 7 SEPARATE DAYS
* Classroom requirements are 36 - 50 minute periods

X@? 'S also oqmwm the 5 Point bw?mlﬁnwo__\mimi 38&3_,

the bill along with the documentation of the mileage.

‘avoidance and evasive maneuvering habits in your

Driving is Everyone’s Business

y!

dale, Falls Church, Fairfax, Tyson's, and Mclean, they
average is about 125 miles. This along with 40 hours
equates close to 1,000 miles of experience before stu-
dents go out by themselves. This is so important. i
Senator O'Brien and myself fought six years for

Nobody really wanted that, but Sena-
tor O'Brien had the wisdom to get it
passed in a really good bill,

~ There is really no one in the indus-
try I kake second to. We are the best.
I ask your indulgence and patience.
Enroll your child early to get their
program going, even before they start
their 40 hours or halfway through
their 40 hours. You | NOT have to
have the 40 hours completed before
entolling. :

We at Keith's are all about teaching
driving. Give us a call early. We have
some of the best teenage drivers in the
countty in Vieginia and the death toll
for first year drivers has been steadily
dropping since Keith's Driving School
opened. There is proof of that.

1 wish we could teach everybody,
but we can't. I wish I could be the
guardian who rides around with
them after they get their license buit
I cant.

However, 1 assure you that our instructors will instill
safe driving habits, defensive driving habits, accident

sons and daughters, Please bear with us, suammer tine
is coming and we all want to have a happy summer.
Thank you so very much and may God bless and keep
every one of you safe.




