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" Carrie DeClark
On the set of the latest school play, “Picasso at the
Lapin Agile.” In this production, the audience sat on the
stage right near the actors.
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‘Picasso

play 1s a work of art

Drama department interprets Steve Martin production

By Christina Araj
Oracle Editor

Filled with drunken brawls, scintillating screen play,
and dynamic characters, this year’s fall play, “Picasso at
the Lapin Agile,” combined humor with an innovative
set and seating arrangement.

“T liked that it had a good sense of humor,” said

sophomore Ana Yildirim. “[It was funny] because of the

a8

way the actors were able to interpret their characters.

“Picasso” is a comedy written by Steve Martin, which
centers around a fictitious meeting of two geniuses of
the day.

Albert Einstein and Pablo Picasso, both on the brink
of fame. Albert Einstein (juniors Dan Westbrook and
Brendan McEnemey) and Pablo Picasso (senior Jack
Powers and sophomore Mait Grogan) engage in witty
dialogue on subjects of life, ranging anywhere from
science to sex.

“I wanted to find something new and challenging and
something that hasn’t been done a gazillion times,” said
drama teacher Mary Jo Levesque. |

Picasso has been performed by colleges and
professional theaters, but very few high schools have

tackled the script.

Besides the screenplay itself, another unique part of
play was the way it was presented. A bar served as the
only set, while audience members sat on all four sides of
the stage, allowing actors to interact with guests.

“You have to bring the comedy so it’s right in front of
people,” said Levesque. “I wanted to make it more
personal for the audience and more challenging for the
actors.”

Not only did the on-stage seating enhance the comedic
effect, it was also practical because the play does not
require changed settings or an entire stage.

“That theater requires really good actors. You can hide
mistakes in a great big theater, but you can’t hide mistakes
when they are right in front of you,” said Levesque.

A particular reason for this choice of seating was also
due to the tightly scheduled auditorinm time.
Homecoming dates were set in stone, so time to rehearse
on stage was limited. To accommodate for this, Levesque
decided to do a play that could be rehearsed just about
anywhere.

See PICASSO on Page 7.

By Linnette Lam
Senior Siaff Writer

Amidst the festive tunes resonating
through the radio waves, various Santa

Claus sightings in local malls, heoliday -

parties and the rush to find the best gifts
before December 25, those who need the
most help—the people who often see the
holiday season in a totally different, less
enchanting light—can easily go
unnoticed.

There are people to be helped all the
days of the year, but the holiday season is
a popular time for many organizations and
individuals to reach out to the less
fortunate.

Last month, the Fannie Mae Foundation
sponsored the 18" annual Help the
Homeless Walkathon in DC. The program
attracted people of all ages to participate,
whether by walking the actual course or
sponsoring someone who did. It was
founded to raise funds to prevent and end
homelessness, sponsoring programs to
help homeless people return to
independent living.

The SOME organization (So Others
Might Eat) sponsored its fourth annual
Thanksgiving Day Trot for Hunger in
November. Also held in DC, this five-
kilometer run allowed families, coworkers
and individual runners to raise money for
others who would have had no provisions

Kristi's Christmas
A collage of pictures of children and teen
volunteers who have participated in the
program Kristi's Christmas. The studenis
are paired with needy children, and
spend the day having fun with them.

on Thanksgiving if it were not for the help
of others.

Even closer to the WS’s heart, Kristi’s
Christmas went into its 19" consecutive
year at Terra Centre Elementary School
in Burke on December 3. Founded in
memory of Kristi Brown, a WS alumna
who died in an automobile accident in
1987, the program is full of the love for
helping others that was so characteristic
of Kristi, according to participants and
SpPONSOTS.

The student volunteers who participated
spent one morning with financially needy
children. They ate breakfast with them,
helped them select merchandise at a local
Target store and watched them open
presents from Santa Claus.

“ After the morning was over, I realized
that I learned more about myself and how
lucky I am,” said senior Sara LaPorta, who
has participated in Kristi’s Christmas for
the past four years with the girls’
basketball team. “Not only did it open.my
eyes, but I also made a new little friend.”

/ lends a helping hand

Physics teacher Ed Linz, who knows the
Brown family, encourages his students to
participate in Kristi’s Christmas.

He sponsored an afternoon after school
of wrapping presents for the children.
Volunteers wrapped school supplies,
toothpaste and other essentials that were
donated by the program’s generous
SpONSOrs.

“I know Mr. and Mrs. Brown very well
and I know every cent and every ounce

See VOLUNTEERING on Page 6.
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Don't stop beliieeevvinggg!|

By Katie Costello
Features Editor

Santa is appearing on fewer and fewer
rooftops as the WS generation enters their
teens.

As students grow older, their childhood
beliefs of Santa shimmying down the
chimney to deliver presents become a
faint memory.

“I stopped believing in Santa Claus
when I was seven,” said senior Nicole
Calderwood. “My parents sat me down
and had this serious talk. It was this big
serious meeting about Santa Claus.”

For certain students, the memory of
Santa Claus is much more vivid.

“I believed [in Santa] until yesterday,
said junior Matt Norwood. “My dad sat
me down and told me the history of Santa
Claus. It began back in the early 1800s
with the English.”

Disappointed students who did not get
what they asked Santa for Christmas
vowed never to believe in again.

E1]

Features

“T asked Santa if T could adopt Rudolph
and he said no,” said junior Meredith
Berson.

The belief in an overly obese man in a
red fur suit with presents was what made
Christmas Christmas. Disheartened grew
disappointed to hear that the jolly old man
was a fake.

“| asked Santa if | could
adopt Rudolph and he
said no.”

—Meredith Berson, junior

“It was traumatizing,” said Calderwood.
“It killed me inside.”

A shattered belief in Santa Claus can
be devastating for anyone no matter how
old. Heartbreak does not discriminate with
age.
“A long-lasting childhood memory was
distorted really bad,” said Norwood. “The

By Lindsay Burke
Viewpoint Editor

presents marked as Santa won’t mean as
much to me.”
The excitement of Christmas has been

replaced with different expectations. -

Students know that it is their parents doing
the work that the alleged “Santa” was
suppose to be in charge of.

] feel like it’s too predictable,” said
Calderwood. “I know that the milk and
cookies we leave out are eaten by my
parents.”

Perhaps showing this article to parents,
will convince them to keep the dream alive
in their younger children, so that they will
be spared the heartbreak of finding out that
old St. Nick is just an old myth. Students
who still believe have been able to keep
their views of Christmas unaltered and
unabashed.

“They [my parents] used to tell me there
was a Santa Claus, but now they’re trying
to take all the credit for it,”said junior
Nadia Khatouri. “But I know it’s not true.
He’s my hero.”
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Emma Ruggiero
Another small child suffers from Sania

Claus related trauma, just like junior Nadia
Khatouri did when she found out the truth
about Santa.

Democracy 1n action!

Lousy laws lampoon our legislature

“If I'm going to rob a bank, I reserve my right [under
the Second Amendment] to shoot the bank teller with

whatever I feel like,” said senior Graham Shellenberger.

Legislatures enact laws for good reason. They are there
to try to keep people safe from themselves and others.
Some state laws, however, have been passed with
seemingly no thought process whatsoever. Thankfully,
not all of these are still used today.

‘West Virginia is one state where more than one
nonsensical law has been passed. You cannot whistle
underwater, but you can take roadkill home for supper.
Tt is also legal for a male to engage in sexual intercourse
with an animal, as long as it weighs less than 40 pounds.

All-Creatures.org
Although the majestic moose is highly respected in
Alaska, it is illegal to view them from an airplane.

over a herd of moose.

church.

said junior Sam Peck.

Moore goes from W$
to Burke on foot daily

By Sarah Alvarez
Sports Assistant

A popular landmark, Wendy’s on Burke
Centre Parkway, is how senior Elliot
Moore knows he is close to home.

Moore has an interest in doing
something that even his friends think is a
little crazy. He walks home from WS to
Burke every single day.

Walking is not a punishment for Moore;
it’s a pleasure.

~ Moore simply enjoys walking on the
weekends and likes going for long walks.

Now that Moore’s father has retired he
gives Moore rides to school in the morning
occasionally.

Since freshman year, Moore has walked
to and from school under most
circumstances. Moore explains that being
pupil-placed for him was a hassle, so
instead of relying on a car he simply relies
on his feet.

Moore explains that people from school
often see him walking on Rolling Road
and offer him rides home, but more than
likely he’ll say no and choose to walk.

“Everyone passes by my corner,” said
Moore with a smirk on his face.

Cars zoom by on Rolling Road but
nothing stops him from walking, not the
weather, not fatigue, not becoming bored,
not anything. Moore keeps himself
occupied by listening to music while he
walks. ’

Such distractions can cause trouble;
Moore found this true when he had a
startling encounter with a dog. *

“It bit me in the calf,” said Moore.

The dog came from behind and bit his
leg and ripped through his pants He
struggled to pull and throw the dog off
him. He succeeded and the dog wandered
off. The dog didn’t have rabies but the
experience was still mildly traumatic.
Even after the that incident Moore
continues to walk home. “Just surprised
me,” said Moore, “I wasn’t hateful to the
dog.”

Moore stands next to the doors leading
from the cafeteria hall to the Sports Lobby
during lunch with a group of four or five
friends who speak to him with a certain
admiration.

“That’s the kind of thinking that makes it impossible
for the separation of church and state.
constitutional for the government to enforce a law that
affects how a person can act in a religious institution,

Louisiana declared it was illegal to rob a bank and
then shoot at the bank teller with a water pistol.

In Alaska, moose may not be
viewed from an airplane. I feel
for the guy in the window seat
who was stuck next to a cop
on the plane as it landed right

In Alabama, it is illegal to
wear a fake mustache that causes laughter in

Commentary

“I think [no whistling under
water] is a pretty stupid
law...It’s not like you can hear
yourself whistling under
water, so why would you do it
in the first place?”said
sophomore Kyle Reed.

Texas also has theories of its

own. It is illegal to milk another person’s cow and to

It is not

”

shoot a buffalo from the second story of a hotel. At least
the animals are being protected.

All 50 states have, at one time or another, passed an
unnecessary law. To check out more ridiculous ones, go

to www.dumblaws.com, and find out that in Towa you

can’

5

you can

“[He has a] dedication to walk home,”
said senior Andrew Chang, referring to
what he thinks is cool about his friend.

Determination is exactly what it took
for Moore to walk up to the school once a
week every week of the summer.

Moore isa curator of the Japanese

t kiss for more than five minutes at a time, or that
t lasso a fish in Tennessee.

L R —— . — % y . Erica Wilkening
Treking from Burke to WS every day, Elliot Moore enjoys his long walks and loves jam-
ming to music on his enormous headphones.

garden and as a curator he mowed the
garden lawn once a week. Moore didn’t
drive to the school or ride a bike he
walked. He walked in the 90-degree July
heat.

“He’s a lunatic,
Richards.

2

said senior Chris
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are these people
50 excited?

Please turn to Page 21 to find out!
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Athens, Andreades amBmE_.unww... .

Harry, who is of
ancestry and who
formal first name is
Charlampos, most
remembers the different
types of Australian
wildlife.

= liked the
kangaroos,” said
Andreades.

After leaving
Australia, Harry and his
mother and two older
sisters moved to
Athens. Of all the
places he has lived,

Harry enjoyed Greece the most.
“There is a lot more freedom to do what
you want in Greece,” said Andreades.

. curfew mon EEoE.;

Andreades.
In the end, after all th
nrmnmo g&omﬂmm remains

Next, Andreades and his family moved to
Montreal. The weather is Harry’s most
profound memory of Canada.

“It was _.mm:w. cold,” said >=manmaam

“It wasn’t really traumatic for me,” He said.
“It’s good to experience different cultures
and you learn a lot of langunages and you
get a different perspective.”




as well as two honors classes, French 3 and
an academy class. Owusu’s academy class
s in Medical Health Tech, which she took
to begin the pursuit of a career in medicine,

unior Nana OﬂEmF Oizmﬁ came
wrch to stay with her parents in 2000 after -
living with her aunt in Ghana. The 2005-06
school year is her second at WS.
“Education is easier here,” said Owusu.

L2

:mo_uco_m here are bigger.

ei

a lot,” said

“[The move] was smooth,” said Owusu.

aim, “[Coming from another country] makes you

more prepare

hern Virginia
QRE&U inside a regular |
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~as you go out 9“ the city, o<quum has little

everyone goes
¥ .wnw ~Ema:9§nm,= said

lerica, going oEmao to

muEm to worry about. In South
”gﬂ_ however, you have to be very
tious when going outside to play.

“Here [in America], kids go out in the
: : . neighborhoods and play, in South
forsolongin mo:n;.m:ow.. ” . . . Africa you would never see that
50 everything seems : ; . . o because it wasn’t safe because you
normal to both the blacks | might get robbed,” said Hislop.

and the whites, and the Hislop has lived in America for almost
wealthy and the non- : six years now and she has fully adapted
wealthy”saidHlislop, . .= == - s to the American ways. She does from
Moving to America and time to time feel homesick and miss her
adjusting to the new culture was not that o, 204 because she was too young when family and friends, but she is beginning to

hard for Hislop. she moved here to keep it. adjust to the fact that America is her home
“It wasn’t hard for me to adjust to the America and South Africa dohave alotin  now. =
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Caitlin Kenney
‘lewpoint Assistant

_The Clay _sn:.”m
), makes his

annually to gather the

- The sky is falling!!! Oh, wait, Emﬂ.m. notap
sky. It’s a chunk off an alien spacecraft that
finest acorns in the country,

has taken a modern twist with the new movie =]
Little.” Director Mark Dindal shows some creative slack
with this new movie compared to his internationally

50 Cent’s autobiographical film impresses viewers

By Scott Babcock
Senior Staff Writer

Excellent is the only word that
can be used to describe 50 Cent’s
new movie “Get Rich or Die
Tryin’.”

The movie is an
autobiographical depiction of the
rapper’s life. The movie, which
50 Cent claims is 75 percent true,
is not only entertaining but
moving. Nothing about this
movie glorifies being a gangsta’.
The deep dialogne and great
acting depicts a harsh and sad
lifestyle. It would be hard for a
viewer to leave the theater
feeling unsympathetic for anyone

The movie starts in the early
‘80s when 50 Cent, whose real
name is Curtis Jackson, is eight.
After the death of his prostitute,
drug dealer mother, young
Jackson dives into a life of drugs
and violence. By the time he
reaches his teens he has already
made a name for himself in the
underground world. Aside from
selling drugs, Jackson also beging
to peruse his dream of rapping.

The path to becoming a star
rapper was not easy for Jackson,
Only after spending time in the
slammer and getting shot nine
times would he finally achieve
his goal.

The main character of “Get

Curtis “50 Cent” Jackson
himself. The rest of the cast is
comprised of unknown actors. It
is doubtful that they will stay
anonymous for long, since their
acting is above par.

Every scene in the movie is
interesting and entertaining. The
only scene that viewers may be
able to live without depicts a
prison shower fight. One naked
dude is one too many to show in
a movie, let alone five. But the
scene was included for a reason;
it is during this time that 50 Cent
meets his future manager.

Naked dudes aside, “Get Rich
or Die Tryin'” is an all around
good movie, which is worth

December 14, 2005

sibling. Side effects might include
to drooling in the lower jaw and

‘hicken Little’s
o be.

50 Cent, at right, goes
from the street to the
stage as his new movie
follows his challenging

Yahoo! Movies

who lives as 50 Cent once did.

Rich or Die Tryin’” is played by

Barnes and Noble
In The Kite Runner, author Khaled
Hosseini accurately captures the lives of
Afghani people.

_mw 11 Zo_émz 095
Springfield, VA 22153

Phone:
Cell

E-mail: AguilarEly@msn.com

watching.

rise to fame.

50 Cent documents his

¢ life in the new movie,

i “Get Rich or Die Tryin.”

" The film, starring 50 Cent
himself, follows his rough
city life after his mother is
| murdered. At left, 50 Cent
~ wields a gun but does not
. escape getting himself

¢ shot nine times.

<m1n& Movies

The Kite Runner soars high

By Christina Araj
Oracle Editor

The Kite Runner reveals the paradoxical
turmoil and beauty that is Afghani culture.
After the tragedy on September 11%, and
the horror that unfolded afterward, few
Americans came to realize that Arabs were
just as much a victim to terrorism as they
were, if not more so.

Although a fictional novel, the plot line
centers around the Soviet invasion of
Afghanistan, followed by the take over of
the extremist regime many know as the
Taliban. Just as American’s lives were-
changed forever after 9-11, so were the
daily joys and lives of the Afghani people.

(703) 866-4595
- (703) 201-9171

It is sad today to find that these
extremists have tarnished the name of
Islam, as well as the Arabrace. Few realize
that these exiremists took over peoples’
home.

The novel tells the story through the
narration of an Afghani boy named Amir,
who grew up during these life-altering
times, and eventually escaped to America.

This of course, is only one of the
underlying themes of the novel. The novel
also reveals the true meaning of regret and
redemption through the friendship of Amir
and Hassan, who is his family’s servant.
He has nothing but unwavering loyalty
and respect for him. But when it comes
time to test Amir’s loyalty, he fails. This
single act of cowardice has drastic
consequences for not only Amir, but also
the entire future of Hassan and his family.

Amir’s tragic regret follows him into
adulthood and his new life in America.
Twenty years later, he gets his chance to
redeem himself.

Khaled Hosseini’s dynamic characters
and artful imagery come together in a
mosaic masterpiece of story telling.
Through his crafty word choice and fluid
descriptions, he successfully captures
every raw feeling and sensation, providing
for a true emotional roller coaster from
start to finish.

The scintillating plot makes The Kite
Runner an easy read. Underneath the plot,
however, lies deeper meaning and
symbolism, brought to the readers through
the annual kite competitions Amir and
Hassan participate in.

Once the Taliban invades, however, all
the fun is over. Kite flying competitions
are banned, freedom is oppressed and hope

Through [Hosseini’s]
crafty word choice and
fluid descriptions, he
successfully captures
every raw feeling and
sensation, providing for a
true emotional roller
coaster...

takes a permanent hiatus. Until one day,

a long time thereafter, when hope flies
triumphantly once more.

Afghan Magazine
The Kite Runner follows the friendship of
a boy and his servant as they struggle in
Afghanistan under the Taliban. Their
relationship struggles under the difficult
decisions they are forced to make.
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