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Student activist wants

Libby Bursiey
Senior Jonathan Blaylock dissects a cat in his Anatomy class.
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Students’ curiosity killed
the cats.

To go more in depth while
learning about the body
systems, the WS anatomy
classes choose to dissect cats,
providing a different view than
the frogs Biology classes
dissect. Although neither of
these animals is county
mandated, cats have always
been used.

“A cat is a larger vertebrate,

so you can see better,” said

he

Beth Clapsaddle

anatomy teacher Susan
Kinsley. “They are closer to
human size.”

Although some students
become squeamish around the
cats, others think that this is
an important part of the class.

“It is important to be able to
apply what we learn in class,
and dissection is the best
activity to do that,” said senior

‘Jonathan Blaylock.

Until this year, there had
been no problems regarding the
dissections. Each year students
who take the class are offered
the Oﬁﬂom of opting out of that

t of the bag

part of the unit. The dissecting
is only done to provide a more
hands-on approach to what has
already been learned in the
textbook.

The day before the students
would start to skin the cats,
Kinsley was surprised when she
was approached by a senior who
was not in her classes about the
subject.

Senior Lewis Carrera decided
to start a petition against the use
of cats. .

“Cats are household pets,”
said Carrera. “People love them

See CATS on Page 5.
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WS has got

So — one day, you wake up
and you're deathly ill. Nothing
would make you happier than
to curl back up in bed and try
to keep the room from
spinning.

Unfortunately, you’ve got be all your fault.
AP classes you have
to go to, so you
come to school —
along with all your
new little germy
friends that are using your
body as their sole form of
transport. Or at least, they will
until they get to school.

Then they’ll use your
hacking cough, dribbling nose,
and questionable hygiene in
order to jump to all your
friends, teachers, and

there

classmates. They’ll probably
end up infecting a lot of
innocent bystanders who just
happened to walk within

Moliy Cushing
A minimum wage earning student hands a client her

the fever!

twenty feet of you. Then all of
them will have to come to school
sick so they can make up their
work. Eventually everyone in
the whole school will be just as
sick and miserable as you. It’ll  days, you should know what it

ditorial

No matter what classes you
think you absolutely can’t miss,
s no reason to come to
school when your temperature
is more than a degree above
normal. Your teachers will
probably be grateful that you
didn’t come to school and infect
them. Really — you don
to infect your teachers. They
have a bad habit of leaving large
assignments for you when they
have to be out of school. up-

Viewpoint

There’s an easy way to make
sure you don’t miss anything
when you’'re out — it’s called
Blackboard. Tf you’ve been in

this school for more than a few

is. It makes it really casy to get

your assignments and even
get in contact with your
teachers if you needed. You
can sit in comfort at home with
some chicken soup and finish
all your work without having to
infect anyone, or even having
to leave your room.

So no matter what your little
germy friends tell you, make
sure to keep them home.
They’re not your real friends,
anyway.

Your real friends are the
ones that you don’t want to
infect with whatever disgusting
disease you’ve managed to pick
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Colin Embrey
Senior Sam Hart blows his nose in the Clinic after being excused
from class. The kleenex prevents the spread of sickly germs.

Payday comes with a raise

By Lindsay Bruhn
Senior Staff Writer

gym keys at the Washington Sports Clubs complex.

Money doesn’t buy happiness...but it does buy
insurance, cell phone bills, food, gas and clothing for
teenagers at WS.

“Tt bothers me that a state that is as affluent as
Virginia is still paying people Third World wages,”
Delegate Vincent F. Callahan (R-Fairfax), one of the
strong supporters of the minimum wage bill in
congress, said. “You can’t support a family on that.”

Not only is a family not supportable, but simply
surviving is difficult for students here. For and
average student gas costs $6,750 but if they work 40
hours per week, which most students don’t, they
would only have $3,962 left for food and clothing.
Not to mention, many students have to pay for car
insurance.

Minimum wage in Virginia is currently $5.15, and
has been since 1997. Delegate Vincent F. Callahan Jr,
(R-Fairfax) and Senator Charles J. Colgan (D-Prince
‘William) proposed a bill that would raise the current
minimum wage by $1/hour on July 7 of this year and
then a raise of $1/hour a year over the next two years.

Sadly, for high school students and others with

minimum wage jobs, the bill was killed on February 7.

Now, the only thing to do is wait for the national bill
which would ultimately raise the minimum to $7.25/
hour.

For many of us, minimum wage jobs are the best
we can get. For those of us with cars, gas alone can be
difficult to pay for not to mention cell phone bills,
clothes and food. Now, of course there are some who
are fortunate enough to have their parents pay for
many things but for the less fortunate, our bank
accounts are almost always empty.
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Not only is a family not suportable
[on minimum wage] but simply
surviving is difficult for students

When I started working at a skate shop in
Springfield I was paid just above minimum wage and
worked about 24 hours a week. So per week I earned
$123.60 a week, leaving me $13.90 short of keeping gas
in my car. So without enough gas I can either quit my
job and have no money or work more and have not
time for homework. Thankfully, I am lucky enough to
have a bit of help from my parents.

The senate bill, if passed, would make a big
difference in the lives of students.
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David Nelson, senior

Music
If there’s one thing we all believe in
It’s music to our soul
Rap, Country, or Rock and Roll-
And it’s something we can’t control

If there’s one thing we all love
It’s music to the mind

We have to look and find
- Toseewhat’s our kind

If there’s one thing no one has in commo
It’s music that’s our own
Writers in the zone
Or singers in tune and on tone.

Dave Hogan, junior

Alanna ma&uvai ; Junior
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Pokerap
Yo
This is Penny Short
Thought I was gone?
Guess what
Don’t think
So when you hear pokemon I know what your thinking
Those pokemon you. better be seekin
And when you say you want to be the very best
I already am I'm better than the rest.

And when you hear these raps from me to you
Remember I can own you with Pikachu
Battle after battle it’s what I do
I beat everyone like I know kung-fu
But there are some dummies who don’t understand me
SoI'll break it down in Spanish to the third degree
Soy el major de los mejores
Les gano a todos
Pero esto no es una prueba
Esto es realidad en lo major
Now that I got your attention
Get your pokemon read while I mention
This aint a test
It’s reality at its best
NoI don’t mess with those posers
Digimon is the worst I don’t go lower
I get my pokemon at their best so I can go
How I got this good I just don’t know.

Penny Short*

* Penname for WS sophomore

Alanna Sheppard, junior

Bringer of Doom

David Nelson, senior





















Jake Disagrees

On hallucination and mice

One man’s terrifying experience with

By Jake Serwin
ETC. Editor

I have had an out-of-body experience.

Or, perchance, Mother slipped a psychoactive drug
in with my teething crackers the other night. To my
knowledge, however, I only watched “Fantasia.”

It left me nigh unconscious, spit pooling all around
me. I had forged a perfect imprint of my hindquarters
in the leather sofa, in which I was currently drowning.
“Fantasia” is a dangerous thing.

For those unfamiliar with the concept, the film knits
a multisensory scarf of classical music and Disney
animation — the kind of scarf that keeps you warm and
cozy while strangles you. The experience is similar to
synchronizing “The Wizard of Oz” and Pink Floyd’s
“Dark Side of the Moon” (or is it “Bring It On” and the
original Broadway cast recording of “Cats™?), only at
the end you really want to buy Disney stock.

When the narcotic effect had finally subsided, I
was filled with anxiety. Surely this substance had
wreaked havoc on my nubile liver! After much couch-
drying, I consulted the expert.
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Fantasia

Dr. Andrew Rosenrosen, Chief of Medicine at the
Detroit Children’s Hospital Bar and Grill, heads a
research team studying the effect of “Fantasia” on
adolescents.

“There is a significant correlation between viewing
the film and liver failure,” said Rosenrosen. “What
remains to be seen in the study is whether that
correlation is positive, negative, or exists at all.
Remember, ladies eat free on Tuesdays.”

Becalmed somewhat by the doctor’s words, I was
able to collect my thoughts. This is not the first time a
Disney film featured mind-altering chemicals. My
experience brought forth memories of the time Dumbo
got hammered, as well as the “Pleasure Island” debacle
in “Pinocchio.” I believe there is even an interest group
in Vermont campaigning for the legalization of “Donald
in Mathmagic Land” for medicinal purposes.

I spent the next four days stumbling around

Springfield in a bathrobe and novelty Mickey’s ears
hat with the name “Lucille” stitched on the back. I was
nearly crushed by a snowplow before I realized that
the plow was, in fact, not a group of whimsical dancing
mushrooms. Before I realized it was not a frightening
depiction of dinosaurs battling to the death, the cat

Clothed mice commanding butterflies may =m<mu.wsw
detrimental effect on adolescents’ liver health.

was completely shaven. Don’t even get me started on
the mouse and the brooms. .

There are lessons to be learned from my
exaggerated misadventures. When watching
“Fantasia,” always have a designated driver. Never
apply aftershave to a cat. And, for the love of science,

stop drawing hippos in tutus.

A March-themed
Crossword Puzzle

6. In 2005 this was the 108th
most popular name

7. This color is commonly
associated with Ireland

8. The spring or

equinox is observed

10. He said, “I came, I saw, I
conquered”

12. One of these is held on St.
Patrick’s day in towns across
the world

14. This 40 day preparation for
Easter i8 held by Catholics
15. This month celebrates
man's better half

16. The Roman God of War,
this month is named for him
17. An old Latin reckoning

ACROSS date

5. The famine 18. Put some

devastated the people of into your step

Ireland in 1845 19. Those in March are often

born under this astrological
sign, the symbol of the fish

DOWN

1. A four-leaved plant believed
to bring one good Iuck.

2. A baby sheep

3. This little imp dresses in
green and loves playing tricks
4. The month of March comes
in like this large African cat

9. Find a pot of gold at the
end of one of these ,

11. The NCAA basketball
tournament

13. This month’s blue-green
birthstone

— Compiled By Rebecca Naramore




