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WS sends one
of its own to

White House

By Krista Pedersen
Scoop Editor

New freshmen didn’t notice the absence, but her
former students and co-workers did.

Jocelyn Pickford, a ninth-grade English teacher, is
taking a year off from WS to pursue a year of study in
leadership in DC as a White House Fellow.

As part of the program, Pickford receives full pay
to assist high-ranking White House staff members,
Cabinet secretaries and other government officials.
She will gain experience by observing US policy
domestically and abroad. About 1,000 apply each year
for the coveted 11-19 internships. After making the
top 32 program finalists, Pickford underwent an
extensive interviewing process to make the final cut.

“[The interviewing process] was very intensive.
Because the Fellowship is so competitive, 1 did not
remotely expect to be selected when I first applied,”
Pickford said. “The further I got in the process, the
more I began to believe it might work out. When I got
the good news I was still flabbergasted, because the
other finalists were such incredible people. I am
incredibly honored and humbled to be part of the White
House Fellows program.”

Pickford has always been motivated to succeed.
She was a regional finalist for the Rhodes Scholarship
in college and studied as an undergraduate in Rome.

Budget cuts hit WS

Field trip funding slashed this year

Mary Bailey
Jocelyn Pickford enjoys a farewell lunch with
colleague Jenn Beach and other English teachers.

Her writing has been published in various newspapers
and magazines and in 2005 Pickford participated in
creating a grant that awarded $1 million to WS.

“I have a very hard time being idle,” said Pickford.
“I’ve always done a million things at once, and I have
a perfectionist tendency that keeps me trying as hard
as I can with whatever I take on. I always believed in
myself.”

During her four years at WS, Pickford also spoke at
professional workshops and graduate education
classes at George Washington University, and
participated extensively in the US Holocaust Memorial
Museum teacher workshop. At WS, Pickford was an
English teacher, the class of 07 sponsor, the lead
mentor for new teachers and the Curriculum
Coordinator for freshman English.

Although she is not sure what the future holds,
Pickford says that she feels fortunate to have so many
new friends and contacts, and to be a part of the
program.

“I love WS and miss being there already. I am not
sure exactly what this year will bring [but] I see myself
in the field of education as a lifetime career.”

AEDs placed
in hallways

By Jenny Taylor
Sports Editor

Nearly one year after substitute teacher Alan
Kann collapsed in the crowded hallways of WS,
FCPS has installed several automated external
defibrillators (AEDs) throughout the school
building.

Coincidentally, Kann’s collapse and later death,
however, was not the reason for this latest safety
precaution. The 2006-07 FCPS agenda requires all
schools and administrative centers to have newly
installed AEDs because “more students were being
diagnosed at an earlier age with cardiac problems
that put them at risk.”

Over the summer, FCPS partnered with INOVA
to purchase nearly $1 million worth of automated
defibrillators. The amount of AEDs distributed was
decided according to each school’s square footage.

“The county gave us eight [AEDs]. Five
upstairs, two downstairs, and one portable AED
that we can take with us down to the athletic fields,”
said athletic trainer Deana Schneider.

AEDs are used in the event of heart attack or
sudden cardiac arrest to help restart the heart. Since
the majority of the school population is unfamiliar
with the new defibrillator system, faculty training
will begin immediately.

See AED on Page 4

By Sarah Alvarez
Viewpoint Editor

With the school year still in its infant
days, WS has already faced a minor
setback. Though the students may not
notice, there is something lacking from
the fabric of the school; something
essential: money.

Student life may not change directly
as a result of the new budget cuts, but
all the same they are an inopportune
change. By unfortunate circumstance
‘WS has lost $72,000.

This $72,000 was originally
anticipated for use during this school
year but as a result of the cuts the school
is left short.

Two events contributed to this cut:
in Richmond, Virginia clerks made a
mistake with budgeted funds, there was
an error in the calculation of sales taxes,
the revénue would have gone to our local
jurisdiction with a portion of the sum
going to WS.

Another uncontrollable issue that
augmented the situation was local
money and tax revenue. The real-estate
market is currently on a downward trend
in the northern Virginia area. Houses are
no longer being sold at the inflated
prices they were sold at just 6 months
ago. This simply means, if your house

“llt’'s] not a crisis. [We]
just have to be more
diligent.”
—David Smith,
principal

would have been on the market for
$500,000 it would now go for something
closer to $430,000. This downward trend
has essentially taken money away from
area. Property taxes are another source
of nominal funds for WS, and with these
taxes on a downward spiral the school
is short of some money.

Lori Fischer

Students pose for a picture on the Brooklyn Bridge while on a field trip to NYC in
January 2006. Due to budget cuts, field trips and teacher activities may not
receive as much funding this school year.

Dr. David Smith planned on a larger
budget than what the school now has,
but this is no crisis. Dr. Smith stresses
that the students will not see a drastic
difference in class room materials or the
management of the school.

“It is going the be the same just some
extras won’t be there,” said Dr. Smith.

The missing money would have been
made available for special field trips or
teacher activities.

“[The money would] help subsidize

new teaching for teachers,” said Dr.
Smith. Dr. Smith’s main concern is that
the school will have less money next
year.

“I'm just seeing problems down the
road,” said Dr. Smith. The preemptive
solution to this future problem is saving
money now. He is looking for ways to
put money back in the bank to save for
next year.

“[It’s] not a crisis,” said Dr. Smith,
“[We] just have to be more diligent.”
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Teenagers: adult mindset
with childish maturity

By Lindsay Bruhn

Senjor Stalf writer

To say that we are adults would be a vast
exaggeration. However, we are no longer children, or
so we think.

In nearly every aspect of our lives, we as high
school students are expected to strive to behave as
adults. The idea that adulthood is just around the
corner is ever present in our minds, thanks to teachers
and counselors.

Unfortunately, this year, all though the idea of
creating independence and maturity in students still
very much exists, our ability to take on that
responsibility is hindered by a new “crackdown”
involving tardiness and cell phone use.

The newly reinforced hall sweeps instill the idea
that we are incapable of being responsible for our
attendance. If that is the case, then it is doubtful that
we even have the capability of acting like grown ups
in any way and even more rules need to be put in place
for our immature minds to be able to function properly.

g

Molly Cushing
Exposed electronic devices will be confiscated if
seen during the day. Regardless of the occasion cell
phones will be placed in small plastic evidence bags
and taken to the office if seen during the day.

When we are no longer trusted to make sure that
we arrive to class on time, we have no need to take
responsibility, for ourselves. It is now the
administrations job to make sure we are on time.

There is also the fact that it was our responsibility
and some of us were not living up to it. So while the
sweeps are a hassle and not fair for the entire
population, who may occasionally be late, it is common
knowledge that there are some students who did abuse
their freedom.

To those of you who did,
are, shame on you!

Another area of the new rule extravaganza, where
students are not being trusted, is cell phone use.

Of course, cell phones should not be used during
instructional time, definitely with the administration
on that, but when it comes to our break and lunch,
taking away cell phones during that time is ridiculous.

WS cannot understand any reason that students
are not allowed to use them during “our time.”

Those of us who focus in class, arrive on time and
really apply ourselves are being penalized for other
students’ actions.

With the new “crackdown” in place, if we
occasionally have trouble with our locker or are just
having a bad day, it doesn’t matter, we can still get
detention for being late. It is little ridiculous.

and you know who you
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Carlo Canlas creatively
composes crescendos

By Ariane Irvine
Senior Staff Writer

WS senior who has played
music with Canlas. “For someone his age, it’s

”»

spectacular.

Senior Leoncarlo Canlas practices the violin for
two hours a day. His talent has gotten him as far as
playing at embassies, the Kennedy Center, Governor’s

School and the Netherlands.

“I do a lot of music stuff,” said Canlas.

Canlas started playing the violin in the first grade,
after being inspired by his grandfather, who also plays
the violin. He is now playing for the American Youth
Philharmonic orchestra, along with having recently
played for a chamber ensemble called the Levine String

Virtuosi.

“He’s really good,” said Drew Lisowski

, a fellow

Most of his life revolves around music. In his spare
time, he composes music or listens to it.

]

romantic period.”

He also, however, uses his spare time to make
movies, especially fight movies.
Besides the violin, Canlas plays the piano, and the

triangle.

of thought,” said Canlas.

“It depends on my mood,” Canlas said of his
favorite music. “It’s either cool jazz or music from the

“I play the triangle for different genres of music.
My advice is to stick with the violin and to not give
up, but to remember that it takes a lot of work and a lot

symphonic and chamber

2

grade.

Sara Kofalt

Carlo Canlas has been playing the violin since first

Marching Spartans make musical magnificence

By Christina Sohn
Managing Edlifor

Standing for hours in the hot August
sun holding a piece of metal is not the
most comfortable position in the world.

But those who decide to enter the
world of marching band must be able to
endure eight-hour practices in the late
weeks of August while holding
instruments such as a trombone or a
large drum.

“The heat is really painful and you
can’t move when the sweat is trickling
down your back,” said senior Nina
Sabol. “At the first week of band camp,
people are passing out and there’s barf
all over the place — you know those are
the rookies.”

The summer band practices consist
of practicing basic marching skills or
“Basics,” memorizing the music and
learning the drill choreography.

“My least favorite thing is ‘Basics
because we basically do really fast
marching and we hold our hands up for
a long time,” said freshman Hannah
Scott. i

When the band splits up into
sectionals, however, the students get a
chance to relax and get to know other
people.

“Sectionals aren

»
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t bad because it’s

time you have to bond with your
teammates,” said semior Michele
Alexander.

Practices may range from three to 11
hours in the summer and usually consist

o

of three or four practices a week during
the school year.

“Compared to most other activities
and sports, we spend about the same
time for marching band,” said marching
band director Larry Einuis. “There are
never enough hours to do everything
that needs to be done, so we pick what
we need to work on each week and make
it better.”

Last year, the long hours paid off
when the Marching Spartans were
crowned the US Scholastic Band
Association’s Virginia State Champions.

“It’s so hard but when you
accomplish and win a competition, it’s
such a great feeling,” said Sabol.

Because the marchers devote so
many hours with each other to prepare

for competition, marching band members
often become close friends or even
significant others.

“You have to develop close
relationships because you spend so
much time with them,” said Sabol. “It’s
funny because at the end of band camp,
there’s like fifty couples dating.”

“It's so hard but when
you accomplish and win
a competition, it’s such a
great feeling,”
— Nina Sabol
senior



Hines has
all the right
moves

By Lindsay Bruhn
Stalf Wiriter

Junior Leslie Hines received her
acceptance letter to Governor’s School
before the summer but did not have the
same reaction that most students would
have. While most are ecstatic about getting
into Governor’s School, Hines was
disappointed and did not really want to
£o.

“I had heard horror stories that it was
just awful,” said Hines. Thankfully, when
she arrived, the environment exceeded her
expectations and provided her with the
wonderful experience that Governor’s
School is supposed to give.

Governor’s School supplies further
education for students who are
exceptionally gifted in certain areas. Hines
who is gifted in dance, was accepted to
Governor’s School for the Performing
Arts.

“The dance program was phen-
omenal,” said Hines.

Hines enjoyed her teachers and class
so much that her previous feelings of dread
for the school faded away.

She had dance every morning, giving
her an opportunity to further her ability
in a concentrated environment. In addition
to her dance program Hines was required
to take another class in the afternoon. She

elected to take a class called “Sing the

Body Electric;” a very strange name that
was given to an exceptionally rewarding
class.

Going back to Africa

Our activities ranged from sleeping on an island off

By Bethel Habte

g L r

Junior Leslie Hines and friends Danielle Mumpower and Amanda O’Brien pose at the Governor’s School’s dance studio.

At the beginning of each class, the
students were given various warm up
exercises. One that significantly affected
Hines was an activity where the students
were paired and one person was assigned
to follow and mimic the other one. Hines
was fascinated with the many nuances that
are individual to all people.

After the warm ups, the class spent the
rest of the time talking about body image
and what makes one beautiful. It also
discussed of physical and mental
handicaps and the effects that they have
on body image.

“Everyone can express themselves
freely,” said Hines, about the environment
of the class room. It was not stiff and gave
way to spiritual and mental growth.

There was also a large focus on the soul
and how it is related to your body. Hines

came out of that class with a new respect
for the treatment of her body.

“If you abuse your body you are
damaging your soul permanently,” said
Hines.

In addition to the classes there was an
activity planned every night. The dance
group performances were Hines’s most
memorable events. She specifically
enjoyed the deaf dance group, “Wild
Zappers.” The fact that the students could
not even hear the music had no effect on
their dancing.

“These people spent hours learning
how to feel the music.” said Hines. She
was inspired.

Even though Hines’ initial reaction was
one of dread, the overall accepting
environment made her sorry that she could
not return. for another summer. Hines

News Edlitor

I stepped off of the Air Italy airplane with the pilot
and flight attendants behind me bidding the rest of the
passengers a “ciao”. It was freezing. But I knew to expect
it, this being my second visit to Africa ...yes, Africa.

It was winter in my parent’s homeland of Eriirea; a
small, 15 year old nation that borders the Red Sea, Sudan,
Ethiopia, and Djibouti. I flew 15 hours on an airplane,
across seven time zones to spend about a two weeks with
my family and spend another two on a tour across the
country with other Eritrean-American teens like me.

I went with a group called “Youth Camp Eritrea”
which was organized by Eritrean-American car dealership

liffa Negussie

(From Left) Elilta Negussie, Bethel Habte, Faven Haliemolekot,
Helen Zewdu, and Selam Solomon together at a cultural show.

president Solomon Teklu. He felt the need to expose
Eritrean-American youth to the country of their origin,
help us find ways to give back, and enjoy all Eritrea has
to offer. :

And the country definitely has a lot to offer.

Asmara’s streets are lined with palm trees and, since
Italian colonization, are filled with Rome inspired
architecture, and café’s with mean tasting cappuccinos.

the Red Sea to planting a tree in memorial to soldiers
who died in a 30-year war for independence, the longest
independence struggle in Africa. We rode a train through
Eritrea’s mostly mountainous terrain and learned a lot
about the country’s history and culture. Most of us got a
chance to ride a camel and to see the president, Isaias
Afwerki, speak.

It was an amazing time but there were some, let’s say,
uncomfortable situations. For example, as toilets were
not always available, I re-familiarized myself with the
feeling of relieving myself, not in a bathroom, but behind
a bush. Our diet on the road basically consisted of pasta,
traditional food and sheep meat. Good, at first, but old
after awhile. Some kids brought stashes of American food
to wean themselves off of. Halfway through a chewy bar,
a girl got full, and the moment she said so, we all dove
for it. It was a huge adjustment.

We went through things we’d never been through
before, rather, never had to go through before living in
America all of our lives. It all made for an experience
that I’1l never forget. I feel accomplished, in a way, to
know that I could go a month without simple luxuries
that I’d been used to my entire life.

I became so adjusted to living in Eritrea, that crossing
the Atlantic back was like coming into a different world.
I didn’t realize the difference until T entered my air-
conditioned 2005 sedan, walked through my three-floor
suburban home again and drank water from the tap just
because I could.

Leslie Hines

“The dance program was
phenomenal. Everyone
can express themselves
freely. You learn so many
life lessons.”
— Leslie Hines,
junior

received an experience that she will never
forget and made friends that she couldn’t
have met anywhere else.

“[Governor’s School] teaches you

what life’s about,” said Hines, “you learn
so many life lessons.”

Tear

By Becky Cryer
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Becky Cryer
Sophomore Carley Warden (front, center) and juniors Daniel Burgett and Charisse Mares
(1st and 2nd from left in back) and other members of team.

works and the kids are so receptive toyou  with the children and give them attention
even though you don’t speak their and hope for a better future. They
language.” performed Bible skits every morning,

The team worked with orphans and  praise and worship time, a prayer that they
under-privileged children at a summer sang before every meal, a performance of
camp for ten days. The campers got to Jesus’ death and resurrection, and Bible
participate in singing, Bible lessons, trips  stories told every night.
to the Black Sea and crafts and games. “It was really mind blowing just to see

“I got to lead these three kids in my  all they didn’t have,” said sophomore
Bible study to Christ,” junior Daniel Carley Warden.

Burgett said. “I thought that was pretty At the camp each child was provided
awesome.” with a bed, three meals a day and a small

They were there to share their beliefs  nightstand to hold all of their belongings.

- The kids had two outfits, a comb and a
toothbrush to last them through an entire
ten days that they were there.

Toward the end of camp no one wanted
to leave. When the vans pulled up in the
driveway to take the team away and many
team members cried as they said their
goodbyes.

“It was a refreshing break from
American society and my busy schedule
to go and build relationships and just love
these kids,” said junior Charisse Mares.
“Because that’s all they really want.”

Junior Charisse Mares poses with two lo-
cal boys on her mission trip to Ukraine.

Katie &w_\
Senior Kristen Webbers feeds a horse on the Vizy family farm.

Hungary for adventure?

By Katie Costello
Oracle Edlitor

After the sun goes down in Hungary, the typically sleepy city of Budapest wakes
up as energetic young adults come out to experience the nightlife at one of the hot
spots, Club Rio.

The rhythmic European techno music weaves between spirited dancers who move
with the beat and look up through the open-air club at the clear Hungarian sky. People
are here from all over the map, including two of WS’s seniors, Katie Vizy and Kristen
Webbers, soaking up all that Rio has to offer to anyone desiring to experience the
exciting nightlife of another country.

This is just one of the highlights Webbers and Vizy had during their two week trip
to Hungary to visit Vizy’s relatives, as their trip included everything from farming to
city hopping to European disco.

They began their journey in a town Webbers was never able to pronounce or spell.
This town, named, “Medgyesegyhaza” is where Vizy’s grandparents own and operate
a farm. There, Webbers and Vizy helped out and got a taste of Hungarian rural life
while having fun at the same time.

“At my grandparent’s farm we drove the fork lift, jumped on hay and played with
the animals,” said Vizy.

While at the farm, Vizy and Webbers got to eat food that, in their view, was much
healthier than their usual American diet. Vizy’s grandmother, like the majority of
Hungarians, grows her own fruits and vegetables that went with all their meals.

Although the girls spent a good amount of time on the farm Vizy’s cousins made
sure that they enjoyed the nightlife that Hungary had to offer.

“We took a little three day trip to Budapest with just us teens and my cousin,
Vizy.

While in Budapest the girls danced the night away at Rio, a trendy disco that masses
of younger foreigners make an effort to visit while visiting Hungary.

“I speak for all of us when I say that the best memory [in Hungary] is Rio,
Webbers. “Hands down best disco ever.”

Being able to experience Hungary’s city-life without parents tagging along made
the trip more enjoyable for Webbers, particularly because she was spending time with
Vizy.

“There is too much to do that’s better to experience without adults and just friends,”
said Webbers. “That was a big advantage. It wouldn’t have made the trip as fun if
wasn'’t with Katie.”

Not only did the girls experience the thrill of dancing, but they also got to meet
interesting people. Vizy, who moved to America from Hungary at age 9, finds that
although she is a native Hungarian, she is still freated like a foreigner because of her
exposure to American culture.

“We sort of stand out as different and people like that,” said Vizy. “So, we get a lot
of attention from people because they are so curious about our lives, and that gave us
a lot of new friends.”

Webbers and Vizy had more than just a fun vacation; it was a chance for Vizy to
reconnect with her roots, and for Webbers to visit somewhere unusual. For both girls it
was a chance to make memories with a close friend.

“The best thing overall,” said Webbers, “is being able to be in a foreign country
and experience things there that you can’t experience in America.”
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Katie Vizy

Senior Kristen Webbers tests out a tractor on the Vizy family farm.
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B YOULLGET
KICKED OUT

B _ OF CLASS.

B GUARANTEED!

You will get kicked out of class at Longwood University — and your parents
_
|

will be proud. An out-of-class internship, research project or study abroad MLAZU Z<Om/MNMV O U
1

excursion is a graduation requirement. Real world experience before the
real world - a guaranteed advantage. @Q@\ QQ@Q@@&&%@\?




By Sean Hogan
Oracle Editor

Our Wall explains why “Hislop you
don’t stop” never became an Oracle
headline. It also shows the
“scoreboard” that keeps track of how
many great jokes we’ve had for both
the 05-06 and 06-07 school years, both
of which I lead greatly. Being in the
journalism program at WS is incredibly
difficult. It is impossible to know this
by walking into “The Batcave,”
otherwise known as the journalism
computer lab.

“The Batcave” is filled with any
funny photos we can find, including a
golfer with incredibly tight, plaid pants
and a cheerleader who claimed she was
kicked off of her team because she was
Jewish. There is a huge framed picture
of our beloved former editor, Adam
Rosen, sitting on our beloved former
couch, couch. These have very little
importance to the sophisticated
Oracleites.

The unsophisticated ones,

Stevie Fiorino
including Sunnie Ko, Cam Rushton and
I, have taken over one side of the
yearbook cubby boxes and call it “Our
Wall.”

Our Wall shows the “scoreboard”
that keeps track of how many great jokes
we’ve had for both the 05-06 and 06-07
school years, both of which T lead
greatly. Whose mom has generic bad
parameters (or whose mom, in that case,
has an idea of what a generic bad
parameter really is)? Our Wall knows.

If an archeologist found the ruins of
our school some 4,000 years from now,
they would have a small clue of teenage
culture from the early 21st century. Not
from the textbooks, lockers, bathroom
graffiti or tiny desks, but only from Our
Wall would they understand Sean
Hogan’s immaturity in the years before
he became the king of the world. They
will understand Sunnie Ko’s mad,
squealing rants and lack of being able
to form comprehensible words and
phrases, similar to Brick Tamland in
“Anchorman,” but with more yelping.

Wall,” the back of the yearbook cubbies in the Journalism office.

Stevie Fiorino
Oracle senior staff writer Carlin Sherriill and editor Sean Hogan show off “The

Some of the

pictures, such as the Barbie.com printouis on the far left, have been on The
Wall since before these seniors were a part of The Oracle.

They might even understand Cam
Rushton’s stoic silence, followed
occasionally by quotes from Will Ferrell
movies like “Talladega Nights” and
chest bumps.

“The Batcave” is a place of intrepid
reporting, braiding hair, pagemaking,
picture vandalizing, writing and Barbie
magazine making. I dare anyone to find
a better room in the school.




