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Spartans march
O great success

Band wins state title
for third straight year

December 1

L]

2006 ‘olume 43

Number 7
West Springfield High School 6100 Rolling Road Springtield, Virginia

22152

By Stephanie Maxwell
News Editor

After hours of practice in the grueling
sun, and all the jazz that goes along with
it, the WS Marching Spartans have
accomplished what most teams only
dream of.

The Marching Spartans have yet
again won the USSBA State
Competition. For the past three years
they have held this title of State
Champion and for the last two years
they have also held the title of “All-
State” Champion.

“It is pretty exciting [to win] because
we have come a long way,” said senior
Michele Alexander. “The hard work
pays of.”

This feeling of accomplishment is well

earned. The Marching Spartans spent
their entire summer at camps as well as
hitting the pavement here at WS for daily
practice. Since this group of musicians
won these awards the band has moved
from class 5 A to 5 Open.

Class 5 Open is more competitive, but
the Marching Spartans are not worried.

“We’re gonna win anyways,” said

sophomore Color Guard member Kim |

Langlais. “T think it’ll just be a lot harder
[to win].”

Even though the marching band has
been successful in competition it is
about more than just winning.

“It’s about being the best we can be,”
said four year WS Band Director Larry
Einuis. “If we win, that’s good too.”

There are many reasons why the
Marching Spartans have seen such great

Courlesy of Latry Einuls

Seniors Bonnie Pedder, Jared Dumale and Marianne Lindsay proudly hold up a
banner after the Marching Spartans’ victory at the USSBA State Competition.

success. Besides the immense talent that
fills the band, there is also a great deal
of discipline and desire for self
accomplishment. This is unique to the
WS band.

“This band is a lot more disciplined,”
said senior Kat Davies, a new addition

to the team. “[Einuis] expects a lot more
of us than the director did at [her
previous school].”

Davies is not the only one who has
noticed the growing dedication to the
team.

See BAND on Page 4.

Energy pills, drinks
prohibited in FCPS

By Chrissy Regelski
Oracle Editor

FCPS has added energy
drinks and energy pills to the
list of substances prohibited
from school property and
activities. The ban of these
caffeinated supplements is
directed mainly toward
athletes, who use them to
“boost” their performance.
This recent ban includes drinks
such as Red Bull, Monster
Energy, and Sparks, and pills
like Stacker 2 Yellow Hornets
and Ephedrine.

“[They are] proven
performance enhancers and
when [officials] start a list of
these things, it tends to get
longer, not shorter,” said
Director of Student Activities
Tim O’Reilly.

In addition to now being
official violations of SR&R
regulations, these “boosts™
may also cause users
damaging health issues.

“All those super
caffeinated stimulants have
been found to be addictive,”
said O’Reilly. “People can get
addicted to caffeine in the fact
that there can be a
psychological need [for
caffeine].

Caffeinated drinks and
pills also have serious
physiological health risks.

“[Energy stimulants] are
associated with heart
irregularities, disturbances in
the central nervous system,
GI [gastrointestinal]
problems, and can also cause

a stroke,”
See ENERGY on Page 6.

energywave
Energy pilis like Ephedrine and drinks like
Red Bull are now banned by FCPS.

Student broadcasts
dream on DC radio

By Christina Sohn
Managing Editor

Junior Eddie Rivas can finally go beyond the humble
studio in his house to a well-equipped, expensive radio
station headquarters.

“I made my own studio at my house — I just use
simple stuff,” Rivas said. “I have a $200 mike, a mixer
and a computer and a program to record.”

Rivas, an aspiring rapper, had spoken of his interest
in music to marketing teacher Vera Woodson. When
she found out about the Youth Voices program at
American University Radio, or WAMU 88.5, she
immediately thought of Rivas and his musical
aspirations.

“I'm always looking for internships for my students
but that one fit him perfectly,” said Woodson.

After filling out an application and going to an
interview, Rivas was selected to participate in the
program. Out of thirty applicants in the Washington
D.C. metropolitan area, Rivas was one of six people to
be selected.

“I’m the only person from Virginia [to be accepted],”
said Rivas. “[The interviewer] picked me because I
had good answers. He said I elaborated on [problems

See RIVAS on Page 5.
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I'll tell you, it is the best feeling in
the world when you cruise into the
senior parking lot at 7:27 knowing that a
spot awaits you and that you'll make i,
although barely, to class on time.

I will also tell you that a fire hotter
than the depths of hell burns inside me
when there is a line of cars blocking my
way to my spot; no, the cars do not,
hold my fellow seniors, but parents who
" are too lazy to wait in line at the kiss and
ride like the rest of the student
population’s parents.

Last time I checked, it was called the
“parking lot” not the “drive through,
stop in the middle of nowhere and drop
your kid who is fumbling their backpack,
bassoon, physics project, homemade
dinosaur and other miscellaneous items
while trying to give you a kiss good-

building.

113

Then there are those parents who is
look so stressed, veins are popping out
from places I didn’t believe veins

‘Beth Stinson
Many students are well on their way to looking like a
leather woman, pictured above. Frequent ianning can
lead to premature aging, sunburns, and skin cancer.

T T

NO PARKING ALLOWED
(at least not for parents)

actually existed. They drive like mad
people almost killing half the senior
population just so their kid can be
dropped off so close to the school they
might as well have driven into the

Parents need to understand that
although it may
cut five minu
off their waiting
in line of cars,
that they cause
a lot of mayhem for other people. Yes,
, but we are people too; if
we are hit by a car, we will get hurt.

The parking lot is not the only place
where this chaos takes place. The gate
located on center road is a popular spot
for students who are walking to easily
enter the campus without having to go
bye lot.” around a huge gate. The key word there
students who are walking.” Some
parents feel that it is okay for them to
just stop, not even pull over, in the middle

tes

we are seniors

I

Editorial

fine, but at least move so other cars can

go by too. It is

of the road right by
the gate. Okay, if
you want to drop
your child there,

not only terribly
annoying, but it is dangerous too.
Parents also baby their kids way too
much. I heard from a super secret source
that there is this huge mobile vehicle
that picks kids up from designated spots
at a certain time every morning and takes
them to school. I think it is called..
bus? Sure, if a student has a broken leg,
a humongous project or Siamese twin, it
is understandable they may need to be

The dark sid
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Sara Kofalt

Another roadblock appears as a parent drops off their child in the middle of the
senior parking lot. This has become a common inconvienence for WS seniors.

driven to school. There are also those
students who are pupil placed who need
to be driven to school, that is
understandable. But kids who are just
too lazy to ride or walk to school, that is
ridiculous.

True, everyone has places to be in
the morning and no one wants to wait in
a line of cars for a good portion of it.
However, everyone has to make
sacrifices and abide by the laws (like not
stopping abruptly in the middle of the
.a road for no reason.) The moral of this
editorial is this; yes, we are seniors, but
we are people too; if we are hit by a car,
we will get hurt.

e of tanning

Sun damage harms youthful skin, creates
dangerous and detrimental long-term effects

By Ariane Irvine
Senior Staff Writer

Skin cancer, wrinkles and age spots — all so that
you can look as brown as a perfectly roasted turkey.

It’s almost impossible to believe that teenagers will
continue to tan, especially since the side effects are
common knowledge. And yet, they still do. That’s
probably part of the reason why melanoma — the most
dangerous type of skin cancer — has over one million
new diagnosed cases every year.

Tanning is just the skin’s way of sending out an
SOS. It’s your skin telling you to go back inside and
give it a break from the sun before you get sunburned,
or to at least put on some sunscreen. Tans are not
meant as a way to make you look good, and they don’t.
They make you look like a person who would risk their
life to blindly try to follow fashion.

Besides, it’s much easier to follow fashion when
you’re pale. No tan lines to worry about.

Also, you’ll never have to worry about covering
up sunburns, or having one in an inconvenient place
that hurts whenever someone breathes on it wrong.
Imagine, for example, being on vacation and having
to wear the same dress for four days because it’s the
only thing you brought with you that didn’t rub up
against massive sunburns across your back,
shoulders, legs, and neck. Very fashionable, no?

Aside from that, the side effects you’ll see from
tanning in twenty years aren’t very fashionable at all.
The UV rays that turn you that mice roasted meat
color can cause your skin to prematurely lose its
elasticity and cause wrinkles, or age it and make it
look and feel leathery. They can cause damage to your
immune system. They cauvse cataracts. They cause
cancer. Ts it worth sweltering out in the sun just for
results that will be gone in half a year, and then leave
you with nothing at best, and horrible problems at
worst?

Obviously, stupidity didn’t go out of style with
lead-based face powder.




By Jake Serwin
Etc. Editor

The locker room once only offended
the nose.

Now, the boys’ locker room air is
thick with racial intolerance, almost (but
not quite) masking the wafting clouds
of body odor.

Every time I change into and out of
my moldy gym clothes, I have to listen
to my classmates taunt one another
about whose ethnic background is
laziest or sneakiest or most heavily
armed. It’s obnoxious and repetitive
and starting to get to me.

Focusing on tying my running shoes
is very difficult with all the shouting
going on about “dirty Mexicans” and

their effect on the overall stink of the
room. People from Mexico aren’t
naturally dirtier than people from any
other country. There is a lot of dirt in

inside boys’ locker room

Mexico, for sure, but there is also a lot
of dirt in China and Iowa and
Kyrgyzstan. I have yet to hear anyone
called a “dirty Kyrgyz,” at least in the
locker room.

Most of those subjected to the
insults aren’t actually from the
countries to which they are attributed;
it doesn’t make much sense to be called
any kind of Mexican if your father is
from Chile and your mother from Des
Moines.

Some embrace the stereotypes and
call themselves by any of a number of
lovely terms likely gleaned from “Mind
of Mencia.” Supposed comedian Carlos
Mencia, who targets Mexican people in
many of his sketches, is himself of
German and Honduran descent. He is
also not funny.

There is nothing wrong with poking
fun at people who allow and encourage
jokes about rice and sombreros and the

he Oracle—.

Sara Kofalt

Two freshmen boys exit the Auxiliary Gym on the way to the boys’ locker room in
order to change out of their P.E. Uniforms and get ready for the bell to B Lunch.

like. The problem comes when unwilling
participants are interrupted in the middle
of their deodorizing ritual and singled
out because of the country from which
their ancestors came.

I know I have thick, dark hair and a

——

Spanish proves its necessity
outside classroom doorways

By Lindsay Bruhn
Senior Staff Writer

Hola, ;como estas? That is
the extent of my Spanish skills
after three years in the Spanish
program at WS. I am not
blaming my teachers, or the
school. My failure to pick
anything up rests entirely on
my belief that learning another
language would not be worth
the trouble it would take to
learn it. I am sorely mistaken

About a week ago at
Asylum, my place of
employment, a young man
entered the store and I greeted
him the way I greet everyone.
‘When I asked him if he had any
questions about anything he
stared at me blankly.

He then asked me a question
in Spanish. I was immediately
lost.

“Lo siento,” I said, trying to
let him know that I couldn’t
understand him. That was a big
mistake.

Upon hearing the Spanish
word, he became so excited and
went into a rant of
unrecognizable Spanish words.

The eager customer picked

up a coat and said “trabajo.” I
thought that mean I
work...maybe he wasn’t saying
that at all.

Three years of high school
Spanish and I am no wiser for
it. I wasted my opportunity to
learn a skill that is truly helpful
in this country, where there are
more and more people who

speak Spanish and not English.

We are given the chance to
communicate with our fellow
man and most of us waste it
terrible. Being one of them, I
urge all of you underclassmen
to engage in your foreign
language classes.

Other countries are bilingual
and some even trilingual, but
most Americans can barely
speak English. Be confident in .
the fact that you are able to
learn. We need to be able to
communicate effectively.

I wish desperately that I
could have helped that man. My
store lost business due to my
inability to glean the
information provided to me in
Spanish 1-3. Shame on me!
Don’t make the same mistake.

big nose. I am, in fact, half-Jewish. That
does not mean, however, that I carry Jew-
gold (whatever that is) with me wherever
I go. I don’t carry any kind of gold, for
that matter, so please let me change my
shorts in peace.

Colin Embrey

Students in this Spanish class diligently work on the conjuga-
tions of verbs and applying Spanish into their everyday lives.
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Congressman Tom Davis

Xpetien | , t Hurst was favored slightly

was a little differe : : . e ‘over Davis.

“I did not Smg.ﬂ : . “I knew who I wanted to vote for, so

. I was not nervous,” said Adelman..

senior There was one factor that made him .
nervous, though. Jim Webb for Senate

<o_n5nnam the day _ummo”,

of the election.” . “[Voting] was all right,” said senior “Pat Hans [former assistant principal] payis and Webb, the winners of the 2006
Peter Adelman, “but it was kind of like  was there, standing about two people in  elections, benefitied from seniors’
any other election.” : front of me in line,” said Adelman. political participation and votes.

Grab some friends and head fo Virginia’s most remarkable college — Longwood University.
You'll discover a new, state-of-the-art science center, Division | athletics, hundreds of HLOZQ/X\OOU
clubs and organizations and, for 2007, a fully-loaded Riness center. And it’s all less than

three hours from home. Time for a road trip.
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Junior wins internship
with WAMU radio

RIVAS from Page 1.

with] my parents. They picked people
who had a bad background.”

The students each pick a story they
want to develop and put on the radio.
They meet twice a week to work with
mentor radio journalists, interview
various people and produce their
stories in the studio. The stories are
around three minutes long and are
scheduled to air around March,

In his story, Rivas can use his own
songs to serve as a musical background.
Initially, Rivas was mainly concerned
with learning to perfect his music in the
WAMU studio.

“At first, I wasn’t really into how it
was about journalism,” Rivas said.
“Why I really wanted to go in there is
because I want to do music. I want to
rap. [The Youth Voices coordinator]
majored in broadcast and editing and
he can make your voice really clear.”

But he soon became intrigued with
the idea of telling a unique story.

“[Later], I thought the journalism
thing might be cool,” said Rivas. “My

Junior Eddie Rivas was selected for the Youth

e e

story right now is about the psychology
of why people join gangs.”

During his interview, Rivas showed
how his music made him a good
storyteller.

“They asked him, ‘How do you see
that your music could help you in your
internship?’” said Woodson. “He said,
‘Rap music is like telling little stories and
this will help me to define those stories
in my own voice.’”

Woodson hopes this experience will
be Eddie’s launch pad for future success
in the entertainment industry.

“This is where I see his path: I see
him taking this internship and utilizing
what he creates and sending [his story
clip] to MTV 3 and to Latino radio
stations and using his golden voice to
set a path for his music career,” said
Woodson.

Rivas hopes his story will have an
enlightening effect on listeners.

“I want adults to understand what we
go through,” Rivas said. “T want them to
know why we act like we do. At the point
when we're caught up in high school,
you can’t settle down in the best years
of your life, you know.”

Voices Program.

The Oracle—5
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By Kaitie Harrison
Journalism 1

Thanksgiving side dishes. |

“My cousin and T walked a mile inland
and bought two apple and pumpkin pies and
cooked the potatoes with the turkey on the
grill,” said Jett.

While_the Jetts were dealing with too
much water and not enough electricity, other
Thanksgiving celebrators, like junior Kai
Eckenrode, commemorated the day in a more
traditional fashion. Both girls, though,
focused on being thankful over the holiday.

“Thanksgiving  should be
celebrated every day in this world and
every day you should be grateful for
what you have,” said Eckenrode.

The Jett family made do with what
they had and carried on with their

Flash flood warnings, torrential downpours and no
electricity. Although this doesn’t sound like the typical
Thanksgiving, this was the experience sophomore
Hillary Jett had last week.

“People were being evacuated from their houses
because the ocean was breaking right at their doorsteps
and the storm was so bad,” said Jett, who spent the
holiday at the Outer Banks.

The day before Thanksgiving, a powerful storm
moved up the East Coast, stalling out over Nags Head,
N.C. The low-lying area quickly flooded, with some
parts of the barrier islands receiving 10 inches of rain.

With no electricity, the Jett family celebrated
Thanksgiving in “Amish” style. They quickly had to

muster up a quick way to make their feast. S

“We had no power, so my dad and uncle had to find
anew way to cook a turkey. We had a grill in the carport
of our beach house, so they baked the turkey on there,”

said Jett.

The Jetts also had to improvise in preparing their

ENERGY from Page 1.

said Athletic Trainer Deana Schneider.
“Many of the manufacturers actually
state on their products that [their use] is
not recommended for children.”

WS’s main combat against the use of
these stimulants has been informing
student athletes of the dangers of using
them and suppressing the idea that they
are needed to play well.

“We basically try to educate
[athletes] on why they shouldn’t take
[supplements] and why they don’t need
to take them,” said Schneider.

In terms of athletics, the punishment

for the use or possession of banned
energy drinks or pills is in accordance
with the athletic pledge each athlete is
required to sign at the beginning of the
season.

At a minimum, an athlete who violates
these substance regulations will lose
their right to participate in twenty
percent of regular season games, which
could carry over into different sports or
seasons. If the maximum penalty were
enforced, a student could be suspended
for up to 30 calendar days.

“Prevention has to come from where
the coaches are,” said O’Reilly. “They

The Outer Banks received up to 10 inches
of rain on Thanksgiving, forcing some to
drive through flood waters (above) and
others, like sophomore Hillary Jett (right),
to celebrate in a non-traditional fashion.

can tell where there is a variety of
performance. There is an initial reaction
[to the supplement] before [an athlete]
starts bottoming out.”

Though he believes it is not prevalent
in his sport, Varsity baseball coach John
James still takes time at the beginning of
the team’s season to address substance
use. i

“One of the things I do is I speak
with the players and I discourage the
use of anything but-a proper diet, a good
work ethic and rest,” said James. “I think
if a kid is getting enough sleep, then

Colin Embrey

Use of energy supplements hard to swallow

Thanksgiving festivities, despite the
bad weather.

“It was definitely an Amish
Thanksgiving, but I couldn’t be more
grateful,” said Jeff.

Chrissy Regeiski
This sign is posted on the Athletic
Training room to let athletes know
which energy products are prohibited.

they have plenty of energy.”

YOU'LL GET
KICKED OUT
OF GLASS.
GUARANTEED!

You will get kicked out of class at Longwood University — and your parents
will be proud. An out-of-class internship,

LONGWOOD
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research project or study abroad

excursion is a graduation requirement. Real world experience before the

real world — a guaranteed advantage.
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David Nelson, senior

Elisabeth Havinga
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Blue

No one here but you, your true friends, too
Called to arms to defend you

An army of none stands by your side
-They- chose to not protect you

Alone. Exposed. Blue.

This is where you learn the truth
They looked up, backed up, Afraid
To be looked down on

To be their original, individual selves

-They- “had” no choice but to follow
For on that road, to the apex of popular
You crouched, coiled like a panther

Pounced
On any mistake, big or small :
Tearing peers down; leaving empty shells in your
wake

Boy, those claws and teeth were sharp
From where -They- stood

Backing you up
Seemed Safest

But

There came someone, New
Afraid, -They- fled you
True to New _

So here you stand in understanding
Wide-eyed and vulnerable
“How Does It Feel, Alone
Blue?”
~Anon E. Muss

sophomore
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‘What we love

You guarded it with your last breath

You defended it till you could no more

You kept it pure for it was all you cared for
You still remember it in tears even if it is lost
Love

God kept us together till that time had come
God watched our souls never to stray away
God saved our souls to seal our memory

| God defended us till he need not more
Faith

| Inever could recall life before you
I could not even faintly imagine

I was put in despair in the end
Iremembered even when lost
Devotion

We lived our lives to the end
We looked ahead to heaven
We prayed upon our souls
We saw the gates open again
Determination

Jeremiah Strunk, sophomore

Zohra Alnoor, senior

7, : - Virginia Thai, sophomore
_
_
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Salkind has been a fan of hockey his whole life;
now he has the chance to score for the Spartans

By Becky Cryer

Forum Editor

In order to be the best, one has to
have discipline, devotion, dedication
and determination. These four D’s are
required for one who is passionate
enough about their interests. Freshman
Patrick Salkind plans to apply that fiery
passion to the Spartan ice hockey team.

Salkind went to his first hockey game
when he was three months old, and as
he grew up, the interest became stronger.

“I started playing hockey when I was
five years old,” said Salkind. :

Now he plays goalie for the Virginia
Statesmen travel team in Reston, and
this year he can officially be a part of the
WS hockey team. However, this will not

the team, but because he was not in high
school he could not participate in any
games.

As if practicing seven hours a week
isn’t enough, on weekends he devotes
his time to the Virginia Statesmen by
traveling as far away as New York and
Boston. Every weekend his team either
takes a bus or flies to their games which
are at least three hours away.

“I like the pressure,” said Salkind,
making clear that he has no intentions
of quitting this hobby. “I just like to
make a good play when it counts.”

Although he is currently on two
hockey teams, he has future plans that
will help him improve even more on his
game.

This won't be [his] first
time playing for the Spar-
tans, because he’s been
practicing with the team
since sixth grade. “l just
like to make a good play
when it counts.”

— Paitrick Salkind,

freshman

Academy located in New Hampshire.
Salkind has been interested in hockey
his whole life and even though it is such

“Next year I plan on going to a prep
school and that way I can play for
Division I hockey,” said Salkind.

He has a lot of prep schools in mind,

be his first time playing for WS.
“I’ve been practicing with the team
since sixth grade,” said Salkind. For the

a commitment, he has every intention of
continuing this hobby.
“It’s a lot of fun,” said Salkind. “TI’ve

Colin Embrey

Freshman Patrick Salkind has been
playing ice hockey since he was five

years old. last three years he was able to play with but his first choice is Kimball Union just been hooked on it.”
Students give the ski ki ]
By Zohra Alnoor “If you don’t have a big butt, they give you one

because their so tight,” said Voniak. “My friends
thought they made my butt look good also and they
liked it cause it was cute and goes with everything.”

Even though skinny jeans are a fashion favorite
these days, not everyone can pull the look off.

“Everyone can wear a boot-cut jean. There’s one
for every body shape. I don’t think that’s necessarily
true of a skinny jean. Very, very curvy just doesn’t
look great,” said Lucky magazine’s fashion director
Hope Greenberg in USA Today.

Hips and tight jeans don’t go together. But there
are ways to pull off the skinny jeans look, even if a
woman is curvier than usual.

“A long sweater and tunics are good. Tight pants
and a tight shirt look silly. You should keep it balanced
and proportional,” said junior Emily Davis.

Whether you’re a tiny toothpick or your silhouette
is slightly more curvaceous, you can pull off the
‘skinny” look with the right top, shoes and accessories.

Teachers have been following the trend too.

“I love them [skinny jeans] because the 80s were
my era. Not the 60s, I'm not that old,” said marketing
teacher Vera Woodson. “I wore them at the beginning
of last year to set the trend because I’m popular and all
of the kids went craz

Senior Staff Writer

Giga Pets, Spongebob Squarepants, and Uggs were
all huge fads in different periods of our generations
lives. Fad’s are the reason why every adolescent child
goes out to the mall to shop. Whether it be for shoes,
accessories or the topic of today: jeans.

Skinny jeans to be exact. They are the new craze
for the fall. When the jean was introduced online last
spring, some people got it, but most people were scared
of it. Since then, sales of skinny jeans have increased
80% since last summer, according to USA Today.

The modern skinny jean was inspired by the 80’s
punk rock jean which would be worn with Converse
sneakers and stripes, polka dots, and other unique
designs. Today, the style of the jean has changed from
grunge to graceful,

“I wear my skinny jeans with heels and tunic tops,”
said senior Paige Voniak.

From peep-toe pumps to platform loafers, the skinny
jean can be worn with numbers of different shoes and
help make the buyers legs look slim and slender.

Skinny jeans can help a woman’s body in more ways
than one.

Colin Embrey
Skinny jeans have been reintroduced by well-known
stores like American Eagle and Hollister.
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Carrabba’s: Italy at 1t’s finest

By Stephanie Aguilar

Fealures Editor

As Italian music flowed through Carrabba’s Italian
Grill and paintings that depicted the home land of
spaghetti adorned the walls, it was clear that the boot-
shaped country had taken roots in Woodbridge, VA.

The homey restaurant owned by Outback
Steakhouse, about 25 minutes away from WS,
welcomes all its guests with smiling hostesses and
the fresh smell of genuine Italian grill. The aroma
comes from the large open kitchen that is labeled “La
Cucina” along with the rest of the name-tagged parts
of the Carrabba’s Italian Grill, to give the guests a bit
of Italian culture.

Behind the kitchen counters, about a dozen cooks
with the traditional white hats, put their skill and zing
into the fresh pasta and puffy white bread. There are
old-fashioned ovens built into the wall that produces

a delicious pizza every fifteen minutes or so, all
occurring in the view of admiring fans.

As the food comes served by a top notch waiter,
taste buds begin to water as the smell gets nearer. The
perfectly arranged dish is appealing to both the eye
and the tummy. Occasionally, the waiter comes up to
the guests with a smile and asks for any orders. The
whole vibe the waiter sends is one greatly received by
the guests. ;

Pasta, meatballs, seafood, authentic parmesan, and
fettuccini are all part of the grilled foods on the menu
and portray Italian main courses. Once the food is
savored by the guests, they can’t help but ask for a
take-home-dish to later enjoy it at home, although
without the original taste.

‘With both the amazing service and food, Carrabba’s ;

Italian Grill appeals to anyone who is willing to set Sarablas,

hrt.msu.edu

owned by Outback, is expanding quickly
throughout the area. They now have locations in

foot in a culture-overturned restaurant and enter Italy woodbridge and Reston, where their Italian cuisine

at it’s finest.

nowhere to go except a gloomy
mansion. They go there for help in fixing

their broken down car and get much

“I'm a sweet transvestite from more than they ever expected.
transsexual Transylvania.’
Only one movie would have these  Frankenfurter, a transsexual
lyrics— “The Rocky Horror Picture

1

The mansion is owned by Dr.

Show,” the one movie where dressing in

drag is considered the norm.
The . Not only is the movie itself an
Transylvanian 8 experience, but the whole night is unlike
nozn..__u*_ _._mqm the typical movie evening at Kingstowne
..mMoM_”_< or Hoffman. It begins at midnight at
Horror” live University Mall with a line of
at University enthusiastic individuals dressed in
Mall. The leather, fishnets and clothing of the
audience opposite gender waiting anxiously to
get in.

members g
“The Rocky Horror Picture Show” is

use props,

like news- 5
about two conservative newlyweds,
papers, ; .
when the Brad and Janet, who find themselves
actors do. Transylvanian Concubines Stranded on a deserted road, with

transvestite alien who happens to be in
the middle of some very interesting
experiments. His clever wit and
submissive servants help him to get
Brad and Janet to shed their
traditionalist ways and enter his world
of sexunal promiscuity and
experimentation, as ome odd yet
hilarious situation after another ensues.

The film is an interactive one, making
everyone a participant. Viewers are

given the option of buying “goody

bags” filled with everything from toast
to rubber gloves. These items are to be
throw during key points in the movie.
For example when one
e e

of E._a

is always enjoyed.

A night at ‘Rocky Horror’

By Katie Costello
Oracle Editor

1s not a drag

characters, Frank, makes a toast at the
dinner table, you must throw your toast
at the movie viewers behind you. Those
that have not seen the movie are
dubbed “virgins” and must be broken
in by doing something humiliating and
sexual in front the audience. Actors
dressed as characters from the movie
reenact scenes in sync with what is
happening on the screen.

Although first time attendees may
be initially thrown off by the dirty song
Iyrics and flamboyant cross-dressers,
they will soon be caught up in the
whirlwind of sexual humor, joining
“Rocky Horror” veterans in shouting
filthy phrases throughout the entire
movie that are usually accompanied by
raunchy dance moves. They will learn
when to throw the confetti, when to
jump to the left and when to thrust their
hips.
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Cheerleaders win District title,
finish sixth at State competition

By Zohra Alnoor
Senior Staff Writer

Round-off back-hand spring fulls, heel stretch
press downs, and standing tucks are just as hard to
maneuver as they are to sound out.

These were just some of the moves that the WS
Varsity cheerleaders performed at States on Saturday,
November 11, at Virginia Commonwealth University.
The varsity cheerleaders competed against 16 other
cheer squads. Five teams out of the 16 would make it
to the second round. The WS girls won sixth place
overall at the State competitions, beating out 290 other
teams in Virginia.

“Considering we are a second-round team, it was
really disappointing that we didn’t make it to second
round because we couldn’t show the judges how
good we really are. We always bring it 10 times more
second round and to know we were so close was
pretty much a slap in the face,” said sophomore Ellie
Greene.

- - Spartansporis
The WS cheerleaders finished 6th at the state
competition. The squad considers their season a
success even though they did not finish first.

mtmn.m:a_ua:..m
The Varsity cheerleaders celebrate their first place
finish at the Patriot District Championship.

Though the varsity girls did not make it to the second
round, they still worked hard to get to where they are
now and beat many teams to get there.

After the team won second place in district
semifinals, first place in district finals, second place in
regional semifinals and finally third place in regional
finals, the varsity girls were more than excited to make it
to states.

“We learned the routine in mid-August and have been
practicing six times a week for at least two hours a day,”
said junior Sara Meinhofer. “It’s extremely tiring, butin
the end all the time and effort really pays off.”

After months of practice and hard work, the varsity
girls made it to States. Compared to last year, when they
only made it to regional finals, they improved their
potential amazingly.

“I'm really happy to be in sixth [place],” said Greene.

" “It means that we are the best out of all the other teams

that didn’t make it to second round and it means that we
weren’t far behind the other squads.”

Cross Country enjoys successful season

Boys win District championship, girls finish with third place

By Aaron Snow
Senior Staff Writer

At the conclusion of another cross country season,
success greeted both the boys and girls teams as
they crossed the finish line.

The girls and boys both earned a trip to the state
meet to represent WS and compete against Virginia’s
best high school runners. Out of 16 total teams, the
boys finished sixth and the girls finished fifth.

“I think we did well at states,” said senior Leo
Walker. “We did better than the past three years.”

In the District and Regional meets, the Spartan
runners had equally strong showings. At Regionals
the boy’s finished third and the girls narrowly missed
aregional championship finishing second, just behind
Lake Braddock. At Districts the girls finished third
and the boys captured the Patriot District Crown.

“We had a lot of success throughout the year,
said senior Alex Martis. “We had some young blood
really step up and do well.”

Individually, the season highlight was Mike
Spooner’s domination over other runners statewide.

»

Spooner won the District, Regional, and State -

tournaments to cap off a remarkable high school cross
country career.

Spooner’s teammates however, were not to be
outdone. Along with Spooner, Alex Martis made the
All-Region team, and the Spartans had four runners,
senior Leo Walker, junior Loring Ross, Spooner, and
Martis finish in the top six at the District Tournament.
On the girl’s side, freshman Alex Watt and freshman
Paige Kvartunas made the All-Regional team, and had
three girls, junior Rose Barber, Watt, and Kvartunas
finish in the top ten at Districts.

The Spartan runners are now looking forward to
the Winter and Spring seasons as an opportunity to
do even better.

“This is going to be the best team we have had in a
while,” said Walker, “we have great depth, and a great
distance program.”

m,.nu_.ﬂamnolh
Boys and Girls Cross Country ran away from the
competition all season long.
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Football does not reign WS

Students enjoy a variety of athletics;

By Bethel Habte
News Editor :

Cotton candy, painted orange and
blue faces, and cheers of the crowd in
bleachers as they feel the rush of WS’
football team scoring a touchdown. It is
hard for spectators to resist a Friday
night football game, leaving other fall
sports in the dust as far as attendance
numbers go.

Many people go simply because of
the number and the variety of people
that attend.

“People go to see other people.
That’s really the only reason people go
to football games; to socialize,” said
junior Pria Chang.

But senior Amanda Pyon thinks the
appeal of football runs deeper than that.

“Football’s the most popular because
it’s been around the longest,” she said.
The volleyball captain is not
discouraged by her sport’s lower
attendance numbers.

“Volleyball’s only been around for
five years so I think the turnout is pretty
good. Every year I've been in the
program it [the number of people at
games] has grown,” she said.

A poll of 164 students was taken to
determine what other sports games to

, which students like to go besides
football. Basketball came in second,
followed by soccer in third place.

Freshman Taylor Hicks sees a
pattern,

“Contact sports get more attention,”
she said. “A lot of other sports don’t

//mmmmcm__.-._.m percent,

sports
not just football

get a lot of contact like tennis and golf.
Those sports are still interesting to
watch but people want to see action.”

The less glamorized sports still have
their faithful fans. Senior Caitlin Baker
tries to go to all the lacrosse home
games.

“We [she and her friends] painted
ourselves for every single game.”

Baker encourages everyone to go.

“It’s really intense and we win
sometimes, it’s a sport we’re actually not
that bad at,” she said.

Students do not always go to popular
sports because of the actual game, or
how good any one of WS’ teams are;
they usually go for the tradition and
socializing that comes with attendance.
Other WS sports still have their own
following of supporters.

“I don’t think football gets all the
attention,” said senior Jimmy Wise, a
Varsity football player. “I don’t feel
special.”
—

“l don’t think football gets
all the attention. | don’t
feel special.”
—Jimmy Wise, senior
Varsity football player

“Football’s the most
popular because it's
been around the
longest.”

—Amanda Pyon, senior

...mnmr.m,:mna:n
WS students support sports other
than just football, like lacrosse.

Our students’

AA Advantage
Driving School

Always Accommodating

hectic schedules
by providing superior,
service with the most qualified

instructors in the industry.

reliable

The Road to independence begins with responsible driving
and AA Advantage specializes in helping young drivers
develop a foundation for sound defensive driving skills.

The initial lesson consists of a series of driving maneuvers
designed to help to us establish a baseline evaluation of each
student. This infomation helps us identify each individual’s
strengths, and target areas that might need additional atten-
tion. We find this approach very effective in assisting new
drivers to help them meet or exceed the requirements neces-
sary to receive a driver’s license in the Commonwealth of

Virginia.
We are confident that your experience with AA Advantagd
will prove to be pleasant and rewarding at rates that are Al/

ways Affordable!

We look forward to helping you achieve your goal
safely, effectively, and in a timely manner.

AA ADVANTAGE

BEHIND THE WHEEL INSTRUCTION

For more infomation

call 703.250.5066
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everything there is a season,
And a time for every matter under
Heawehis 10 el
A time to be born, and a time to die;
A time to kill, and a time to heal;
A time to break down, and a time to
build up;
A time to weep, and a time to laugh;
A time to mourn, and a time to dance;
A time to seek, and a time to lose;
A time to keep silence, and a time to
speak;

A time to love, and a time to hate...”

Ecclesiastes 3:1-8

-Beth Stingon




Jake Disagrees
Spider-man
Bop Bag
deflates
expectations

By Jake Serwin
Eic. Editor

A sack of polyvinyl chloride has
crushed my spirit.

I recently purchased an inflatable
Spider-man Bop Bag from CVS for about
six dollars. My intention was to bring it
home, blow it up, and smack it repeatedly
to relieve my anger. It brought me only
sadness.

As soon as I finished pumping it up,
I felt a cool rush of air on the back of my
hand. There was a faint hissing sound
coming from the bag, like that of a very
small cat conducting a tiny train.

BEFORE

Jake Serwin

Mere minutes after full inflation, the bop bag shrunk down to a pile of crumpled plasiic and corporate branding.

My inflatable stress-reliever was
plagued by pockmarks and holes and
lost pressure everywhere. I wept.

After twenty minutes of duct-taping,
re-inflation, and oh-so-many tears, the
bop bag still needed to ask its doctor
about Cialis.

Inflatable novelty goods have a
history of disappointing my family. My
brother’s inflatable chair split open after
one knife fight. Birthday balloons
‘numbering in the thousands (we like
balloons) have deflated before the
candles were even lit.

When T realized the awful state of the
bop bag’s construction, I, practically a

Oracle Questionnaire:

2

“Batman isn
he’

t a super

“Batman is a superhero!

is there when you need E.E.w,_ Picy
— Malik Brathwithe, &:E.Q.

grown man, cried for five hours and eight
minutes. The box claims it is safe for
children aged four and above. I can’t
even imagine how a four-year-old child
would react when he/she/it found out
that Spider-man can’t stand and deliver.
Tt TN e e s e e e

After twenty minutes of
reinflation, the bop bag
still needed to ask its
doctor about Cialis.

Honestly, Kidz Kraze International,
creators of the Spider-man Bop Bag, 1
don’t understand the marketing thought

behind this. You take a potentially
awesome product idea, put very little
effort into the actual production of that
product, and then sell it at drugstores
nationwide. It’s brilliant! Not.

I was frighteningly excited to own a
punchable Spider-man. As soon as I got
home, I took extra special care in
removing it from the packaging, filling
the base with water, and picking the right
pump to fill it with the finest stale air.
The quality of my new bop bag, I quickly
learned, rested beyond my control. Kidz
Kraze International held that power.

And with great power should not
come shoddy PVC.

whatsoever, he’s no

— Bipul Karki, sophomore
— Compiled by Jimmy Bradshaw




