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Nine on team punished for shoplifting at surf shop and at Disney World

Oracle Editor

The following story is the second in a se-
ries of articles about the school’s culture and
social climate. The last story in this series
will run in the May 29 issue.

‘While on their Spring Break trip to Flor-
ida, several members of the girls Varsity la-
crosse team received suspensions from the
team for shoplifting at a Ron Jon Surf Shop.
Less than half of the team was believed to be
involved.

Further investigation by the administra-
tion, however, revealed that the shoplifting
went beyond the surf shop, and that two other
players also stole merchandise from shops at
Disney World. A total of nine players received
some kind of punishment for the incidents.

Sources provided a chronology of events
leading up to the lacrosse player suspensions.
These same sources confirmed that those
who shoplifted during the trip acted on their
own, and that the crimes were not committed
as part of a team “initiation.”

The girls lacrosse team incident comes
during a time that our school is beginning to
reflect on student values and integrity. The
administration has set up a committee com-
posed of faculty and student members to ad-
dress the broad issue of Spartan values.

Student Activities Director Andy Muir,
who was closely involved in sorting out the
issues related to the lacrosse team shoplifting
charges, said that, ultimately, he hoped stu-
dents learned something from the incident.

“Any time something [like this] happens
I always hope the students involved look at
it as a learning experience and the students
not involved use it as a learning experience,”
said Muir. ;

On Sunday, April 5, the team had time
away from playing in their tournament and
went out to explore the activities Florida had
to offer. Some team members went to the
beach, while a large number went shopping.
While leaving the Ron Jon store in Cocoa
Beach, however, one underclass member of
the team was caught shoplifting, and police
summoned to the store placed her under ar-
rest. Other team members werein the store at
this time and several had shoplifted without
being caught.

According to multiple team members who
did not wish to be named for this story, the
girls called Head Coach Brian Puhlick and
other adult chaperones to explain what had
happened. Puhlick learned that the Ron Jon
security cameras had photographed at least

By Ally Mackin
Senior Staff Writer

two other team members shoplifting, as
well.

Senior Class Administrator Becky Brandt
said Puhlick called Muir at around this time
to discuss the situation and the steps that
should be taken. .

Lacrosse players told The Oracle that
Puhlick then called a team meeting.. Several
players, the girls said, showed up wearing
goods that they had shoplifted earlier. Players
were told to confess in private to the coach-
ing staff if they had stolen anything from the

pionship.

With muscles aching, sweat dripping and getting off to a
slow start, the boys Varsity Lacrosse team knew they had to
turn the game around in order to win Patriot District Cham-

At the end of the first quarter the team had already let in
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Six additional players confessed. Accord-
ing to all team members interviewed, some of
the girls who confessed initially claimed that
they had been influenced by the upperclass-

~men on the team to shoplift, but the seniors

were adamant that they had no plans for any

initiations and the administrators discredited

those accounts, as well. .
“When we heard about it, it was a sad

‘ thing to think that we had so many people that

See “Girls Lacrosse” on Page 5.

Boys lacrosse wins District title
- After early deficit, Spartans rally to defeat Annandale for win

seven goals by the Annandale Atoms. The team re-grouped,
talked strategy and responded to the problems. For the team
it was play to continue, win or go home. By the second quar-
ter the Spartans tied it up, 7 to 7. The teami surrounded each
other, looked at the score and hyped themselves up.

“We’ve worked since last May for this day,” said Head
Coach Scott Setter. “The Atoms were the ones who knocked
us out last year. We were the better team. Playing at our home,
we decided to keep the banner for ourselves.”

The preparation for Patriot District Championship con-
sisted on becoming mentally focused, have a lot of determi-
nation and being physically fit. The team practiced hard the

* day before the big game while still managing to keep things

less stressful. j

“In the end we wanted it more. The evidence was shown *

23

on the score board,” said junior TJ O’Connell.

Without losing hope in the beginning, the team never
doubted their talent. They knew they were the better team no
matter what the score. The lacrosse boys turned their deficit
around and turned their game on. The final score for the game
was 16 to 10, Spartans with the win.

Junior Reese Mullins and the boys lacrosse team beat An-
nandale to capture the Patriot District title. The victory was
sweet, since we lost the title game to the Atoms last year.

With the momentum from the big win, the boys plan to
carry that on to Regionals and fulfill their goal of winning
states. With a record of 13 wins and three losses, the team
feels they’re season is far from over.

“We put a lot of time in the off season. We’ve worked hard
to come this far. PDC is a small step for our team. We don’t
feel like we’ve gone as far as we need to yet,” said senior
Trevor Krepps. .
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By Summer Claveau
ETC. Editor .
- Good day sunshine! Finally, spring is here! Even though

2

_we’ve been going through spurts of intense showers, it’s
still spring. The good thing is spring time means sunshine.
Sunshine means shorts, tank tops and flip flops. Excit-
ing isn’t it? But there is one dilemma almost all girls
have with the change from pants to skirts, ashy, pale skin.

For those of us who aren’t allowed to go to the tanning booths
‘and too lazy to do the whole spray tan thing, real true tanning.
is the only solution. So the first sunny Saturday or Sunday we.
‘g0 out to our backyards, lay out on a towel and tan:

It’s

actually quiet relaxing, just you,
your iPod and Mr. Sun.
* But a

couple

weekends
ago, when
1 started  to
go to my dad’s backyard | with a towel
‘in one hand, and a tube of suntan lotion in the other 1 was
stopped by an outburst from my dad. He started screaming’
'skin cancer facts at me.

As a kid in high school T don’t give two-hoots about skin:
‘cancer. But there was one fact my dad told me that made me.
-really start to think about what I was doing to myself every:
'summer; skin cancer is the number one diagnosed cancer in'
America. :

And being a loyal Grey’s Anatomy viewer, I quickly re-
membered Izzy Stevens is dying of a developed case of mela-
noma, a dangerous form of skin cancer. Even though I'm com-
paring this to a fictional show and character, skin cancer is real.
Skin cancer starts at a young age and goes undiagnosed for
a long time because doctors don’t look for it in kids; there
‘are no guidelines for children screenings of skin cancer.
‘Obsessively tanning with or without sunburn can increase
‘your chances for aggressive forms of skin cancer. And tan-
‘ning in a booth is not any safer. .

Indoor tanning is just very concentrated UVA sun rays
which are worse than the UVB rays you get from the regular
‘sun. Women who go to the tanning beds more than once a
:month-are 55 percent more likely to develop melanoma.

Tanning salons are just as dangerous or even
more dangerous. Don’t think you’re out smart-
ing Mr. Sun by not tanning in his own .rays.

There are many things you can do to avoid getting sun damage:
which is stay in the shade whenever you can, put on 35+ SPF,

wear hats, and UV protected sunglasses, and apply sunscreen. -

30 minutes before you go outside, and apply it continuously.
‘Mostly, people just need to accept themselves for who they’
‘are. And understand that having pale skin is beautiful too. .
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PART MAN

By Kelly Carlin ‘
ETC. Editor

As May 18, the day of the upcoming Bruce Springsteen
concert approaches I get anxious and excited about how the
show will go.

When you grow up in a house where Bruce Springsteen is
often equated to a godly level, it’s hard not to become a super
fan. And when your dad has seen him 50+ times, it’s safe to
say you’re at the point where you’ve passed normalcy.

So of course, it was no surprise to my sister and I that
when we took a family trip to New York City, my dad sug-
gested a detour to Asbury Park, New Jersey. To complete
our Springsteen tour, we'd head to the boardwalk, and stop
at all the landmarks featured in various “Boss” songs. At my
mom'’s recommendation, we decided to go to the small town
of Red Bank near the shore for lunch and visited the Jay and
Silent Bob comic book store.

My extreme music enthusiast father spent about an hour
in the music store on the main street, while my sister and I
visited various thrift stores with my mom. While looking at
some old Elvis lunchboxes, my mom laughed to my sister to
tell her about how my dad said that since it was a few days be-
fore Christmas this was our chance to se¢ Bruce shopping |

“with his family. A few min-
utes later, my dad ran back
into the store, demanding we
come outside.

Dad not being the most
excitable guy around, my sister and I wanted to see what all
the ruckus was about. Pointing at a small man walking down
the street in a knit cap, my dad insisted that he’d just said hey
to Bruce. My dad had already met him on four different occa-
sions, but my sister and I had only been as close as the crowd
at the Verizon Center.

With a shriek, we ran down the street and followed Bruce
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¢ NY Daily News

As a staple in many families, Springsteen concerts are no
laughing matter. Even as an older preformer he still plays in
crowded and sold out venues to thousands of all ages.

into the record store, frying to be as casual as we
could. We stood, in shock, nervously arguing over
which of us would be the one to approach him.
Finally, I walked slowly up to him as he browsed
the Ryan Addams shelf. :

We told him about how we were huge fans and that we
loved his music and asked if we could get a picture with him. .
He laughed and said that he needed to meet his son who was
in the store buying a guitar. He then shook both of our hands,
wished us a Merry Christmas, and kissed us each on the cheek.
We made ourselves cool and collected and then walked out-
side and immediately called anyone we knew would care.




