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By Danielle Mazzuchi The group’s thesis is that a ten
I point grading scale will provide an

increasing number of student accep-
tance letters. The group has taken a
survey to see the results of the new
scale in effect. This will determine
if college admissions skyrocket due
s : to the new grades or remain steady.
Em. o e i maoi yihon “Thope mmm.m does not make mzuu\\
EEwEm pfiEe oo:qgnmmﬁ_. i rash decisions or quick decisions,”
ing scale and attempted revisions. said WS’ Career Center Specialist

f ﬂpm M air Q.mw@ QHM:WH.W%M e Susan Rexford. Rexford sat on the
OTMSOY PRIEAIR MITTC S panel for Fair Grade on August 25

plisdmBOTR ¥he eronp B IIIE " i eight other panelists includ-
1gTewing Em grading ﬁo.:Emm 5 E.m ing college professors. Being a
county. Fair Grade believes that if Akt hond s_.wnu.mmm Rextord hesid
the scale is revised to give students the pros and cons .8 e arptiment

an “A” for work that receives a 90- i
: “Regardless of the grading scale, an
100 percent, ﬁ.ﬁum students will be . AF§E an A2 Eaid Bexford,

Due to recent schedule changes,
students have grieved, cheered and
‘even laughed at the newly dubbed
“Spartan Time.”

They will, however, have some-
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: i ek it s : Danielle Mazzuchi
,.woam wmﬁo : o : _ See “SRO” ¢ A4 | Career Center Specialist Susan Rexford discusses college with senior Tay-
e n e ot i S = lor Carter. A parent group is calling for a revised FCPS grading scale.

Ditch-side parking will still be available

By Mia DeSantis and Security Specialist Mike Ukele.
Senior Staff Writer Juniors were confused that their “spots”
would be taken away from them and they
would be without a place to park.

“It’s not fair that seniors have their own

Rumors: a typical part of high school.
Some start them, everyone hears them, and

most believe them. parking lot when they aren’t the only ones

The latest rumor here was that .EE.Qm who drive to school, or play sports,” said ju-
would not be allowed to park on Rolling i Hannah Kauffman.

Road anymore due to safety hazards. In truth, Another junior, Robby Ippolito said, “It’s

during the re-pavement of Rolling Road gicylous that something like this would
the Virginia Department of Transportation,  cyen happen, it’s just random all of the sud-
or VDOT, came to WS and said No Park- 4o, they (VDOT) think we shouldn’t park
ing signs would be put up where the juniors .. » Although it was a worry to juniors
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vmﬁww - ,, that they may not have a place to park it’s
VDOT owns Rolling Road, and I can’t. likely not going to happen.
stop them because I have no control overthe < 411ed the VDOT headquarters in Chan-

situation,” said Principal Paul Wardinski.

After word spread, not being able to park 4 oo o e computer of any

on Rolling some parents became irate about. coming to our school,” said Ukele. Becky

the situation. Brandt, the senior class administrator, and .

tilly, VA, and the woman I spoke to said she

Grading group QoBmSam
‘fair grades’ for students

Parents take matters into their own hands

Others do not share Wea,o& s
opinion.

“The county should be fair
and consistent with the rest of the
state,” said English teacher Holli
Wolter. “It could be a little more
challenging, but the result is being
more prepared for college.”

Some say thatrevising the FCPS
grading scale could ultimately
cause grade inflation; however, the
Fair Grade Group disagrees, saying
the amount of work a student in-
vests in a subject refiects upon the
effort the student is putting in. If
that investment islacking, a lower
grade will be the result.

“Your work ethic is your work
ethic,” said senior Chrissy Ching.

Senior Taylor Carter agrees
with her. ;

“It all depends on the amount of
work you put into the subject,” said
Carter. ,

Rexford said that if the Fair
Grade Group prevails, ultimately
some students will receive higher
grade point averages. Having more
“A’s” which would look good on
college transcripts.

She said, however, the current
grading scale prepares students for
college courses; and teaches them
academiic responsibility.

“It might be hard or harder to
get an “A” now,” said Rexford.

Mia DeSantis.

“I have never received so many emails and Despite several rumors to the contrary, WS juniors will still be allowed to park their cars on

phone calls from junior parents,” said Safety See “ROLLING ROAD” on Page 4.  Rolling Road.
















Disney has an eye for spotting talent. They’ve been signing child and teenage superstars to their record label
~and TV channel shows for years. From Hilary Duff to Miley Cyrus, they take Bms_mn kids and turn mﬁE into house-
hold names. ‘ :

Take the Jonas Brothers for example. They started off as just three New Jersey boys doing what they loved, and
selling t-shirts at early gigs to pay for the gas money to get to their next show. They were signed to their first record
label in 2006, with Columbia Records. After poor m,%om_msm led to less-than-desirable record mm_om in early 2007,
Columbia dropped the boys.

But that didn’t stop them, they rebounded by EmEmm to Hollywood Records, égow is oésma by Disney. 1;@
have since become the “future husband” to almost every teenage girl in America.

-Their good looks are not the only factor that attracts fans. They also have an enormous amount of talent. 16-
year-old Nick had a career on Broadway from ages 7-13. Kevin, 20, taught himself how to play guitar one day when
he was home sick. Joe, the middle child at 19, originally wanted to be a comedian but used his love of music to rocket
himself and his brothers into the spotlight.

" Yet, many people don’t give them the respect they deserve. Anyone who is able to make it on their own in Hol-
lywood should get credit. After all, they didn’t have a famous mom or dad, weren’t millionaires, and didn’t :<o iLA.
They started from humble beginnings and have gained fame and a fan base along the way.

. Their fans seem to grow exponentially every day. Girls are crazy about the Jonas Brothers. If they weren’t as

_talented, original, and good-looking, they wouldn’t be as famous as they are. People don’t like artists because they’re
bad or they’re copycats; therefore they wouldn’t like the Jonases for these reasons either. Fans like them because
they’re young and clean, with a different sound than the rest of their Disney friends. While most of Disney’s singers
are girls, with their bubblegum pop music-and cutesy smiles, the Jonas Brothers present more of a pop-rock sound
that’s still clean enough that even the youngest fan enjoys.

Some people will say that the Jonas sensation is comparable to Beatle-mania, taking America U% storm and
developing a following larger than they would’ve ever imagined possible. Time will tell as to how they will hold up
in Hollywood, but if they continue to capture fans at the same rate, they’ll have a ﬁomm and successful career inthe US
and internationally.

—Lisa Williams

. “...They started off as just three New
Jersey boys doing what they loved, and
selling t-shirts at early gigs to pay for the
gas money to get to their next show..
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A lot has changed since the 90’s. And érod.ém.mm% change we Ham__% mean we’ve just oo?oa md@J&.E-m from that
_generation and tried to u‘mm Tim Gunn would say, “make it work™. . :
A washed up unattractive version of Hanson has taken over the airwaves. The very same airwaves once ruled by
icons like Kurt Cobain and Michael Jackson have now been taken over by the biggest bad boy of them all: Disney.
Disney is responsible for a lot of good in the world, where would we be without the “Circle of Life” or “Dumbo™?
But, with the good also comes mbcnmﬁowﬁmgm evil. An evil that has manifested itself in the woﬁp of three siblings: The Jonas
Brothers. .
‘They sing! Hra% Dance! They make movies! They have become the epitome of every Eaas.BEw@ﬁEm executive.
-And man do they milk it for all its worth. As is the story of many teen stars, Disney has placed a protective wing over the
JoBro’s and launched them into stardom. This proves that the talent level is just not there. Not everybody has big Daddy
Disney to pave the way for success in the music industry. Look at the countless number of talented garage bands that are
fighting for their time in the light. Without their ‘guardian angels’ where would these brothers be right now? How about on
the “Most Likely to FAIL” page of their high school yearbook. ,
It’s not like these guys are gorgeous. At least N*Sync and Backstreet wOua had the looks of Justin Timberlake and
Nick Carter to get them through the day. And as for musical talent, we just don’t get it. What part of the following song has
any substance? “I’ve been to the year 3000, not much has changed but they lived underwater.” ... really guys? This sounds
like a failed soundtrack to Back to the Future Part 4. And there were only three. It’s not just that the lyrics are lame and
lack all meaning. They use the same chords for their songs over, and over, and over. Besides, this whole goody-two-shoe
front is getting old. Denying hookups and sporting purity rings is o_mma% a wmi of a contract put in by Disney to keep their
golden boys spotless. :
Let us clarify something. dpono,m aoﬁEbm wrong with standing up for what wo: believe in, and we have nothing
-against purity rings. Everybody has the right to believe what they want and express it in their own ways. That said, we be-
lieve that it’s hypocritical of the Jonas Brothers to put up this front of chastity and pose for a Rolling Stone cover. Joe Jonas
stands front and center, with brothers Kevin and Nick kindly ... pulling his shirt off? Seven year old girls look up to these
guys as their heroes. What kind of example are they setting for them? Oh we can put on these rings and not sleep NBEE
but we’re still going to take our clothes off for you. Good job guys.
What are we asking? It’s simple. Keep your clothes on and your music off.

~Katie Kinzel & Amelia Simpson
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FCPS

By Jake Serwin
Oracle Editor

Hey, FCPS lunch program. What’s your problem, man?

I bought your food every day in elementary school. I pulled
out my ID card from the big blue sack on the wall, grabbed a
pink tray, and shoveled onto it whatever you could give me.
Then the Keene Mill Elementary lunch lady swiped my card
and put it back, and I was allowed to eat some food. We had a

nice deal going. That was great, but in middle school [ decided

to bring my own lunch and continued to do so through last
year. After a while that potato bread-lettuce-Swiss-possibly

expired roast beef sandwich felt stale, in every sense of the.

word.

So I resumed our deal, FCPS. I gave you a credit card
number and you gave me the right to stand in line for your hot
food. There’s just one problem: the food.

Let’s start with the pizza. There is always, always pizza.
This begs several questions. Who decided that letting kids

i “cheese bread” which 1s

s also something called
just sauceless pizza. We only need one kind.

pizza. There
Enough about pizza. What’s up with the quesadillas? Why
do they look so much like the pizza? It’s like you just give the
nice, hardworking lunch ladies the same thin, pale breadlike
substance, tell them to put varying combinations of cheese,
sauce, and meat on it and call it what you wrote down on the
menu for that day. Seriously, “cheese bread?”

This lack of materials is a ranning theme, FCPS. The other
day, you featured fried chicken on the menu. I bought it, ate
it, and was pretty satisfied. The next day, further down the
line, there was a dish called “oven fried chicken.” Nothing
else stood out to me, so I picked it. Turns out it tastes like the
regular fried chicken, just toughet and more discolored. It’s
almost as if someone froze and reheated the fried chicken and

eat pizza every day was a healthy dietary optio
same kids, remember, who all memorized the Soulja Boy
t let us make decisions. Another
thing — where does the pizza come from every day? Is it last
week’s pizza? It looks like last week’s pizza. Sometimes
m not talking cheese
s the traditional
occasionally joined by the gummier circle

dance. Every one of us. Don
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" there is more than one kind of pizza. [
or pepperoni, I mean different shapes.
triangle pizza,

n? We are the

There’

then pretended it”
You did it to me.

Ll

and you aren

s not as good bécause it came from an oven.
Who would do something like that, I wonder? Youw did, FCPS.

You’re on thin ice, buddy. We
t exactly holding up your end of the bargain.
Don’t blame it on the lunch ladies, either. They’re just doing
their jobs. You keep this kind of nonsense up, though, and I’'m
going back to the ol’ roast beef. Literally, it’s old roast beef.
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ve got a deal, you and me,

T ell

The deep-frozen lunches provided by FCPS give some stu-
dents who brave the long lines chills.

From The Best of Stevie, an ongoing
memorial to Stevie Fiorino, Class of 2007
and an Oracleite in good standing. This is
the first column Stevie ever wrote for The
Oracle. [t was published her sophomore
year.

By Stevie Fiorino
ETC. Editor, 2004-2007

When I first stepped foot into the Se-
dona House of Jerky (now known as Buck
Thornton’s World of Jerky), the many dif-
ferent aromas swept me off my feet and car-
ried me into the World of Jerky.

From that day on, I guess you could call

me a “Jerk.”

DR JB

Until that hot summer day on vacation in

~ Arizona, my knowledge of Jerky was practi-

cally nil. I never really paid much attention
to the snack-rack in 7-11, filled with a vari-
ety of flavors of jerky, until [ met Gary Riley,
the proprietor of Buck Thornton’s World of
Jerky.

As I examined the different packages in
his store, Riley was ever so willing to share
with me his extensive knowledge of all the
assorted flavors.

“We have five flavors of elk, one of deer,
two of buffalo, 10 of beef, one of salmon and
one exotic pack with alligator, ostrich and
kangaroo,” said Riley. i

With so much to choose from, it was hard

for me to make my decision. I ended up set-

tling on the deer and the exotic pack, and boy,

was that the best darn jerky I have ever had!
Previously, my impression had been that

jerky was junk food. I am not sure how jerky .

got such a bad rap, because it is actually quite
good for you.

Jerky is low in cholesterol, low

in fat and very high in protein,
| making it a wholesome and nu-
tritious snack.

Jerky is an excellent energy
snack to pack when hiking,
biking, running or whenever
you are on the go. It is light, fits
in your pocket easily and doesn’t make a
1ess. :

Riley sells some of the best jerky in the
country. He has made me a devoted fan of
jerky, and he can make you one, too.

Next time you head out west, malke sure
to stop by Buck Thornton’s World of Jerky
in Sedona. And who knows, in a few years
you might find me behind the counter of
“Stevie’s Jerky Shack of Springfield.”




