_ voting.

Senior Staff Writer

Turning 18 is a big step;
students gain many new
rights and privileges. This
includes one of the most
important responsibilities:

“It’s both your first elec-
tion and it’s important to
exercise the right given to
us,” said senior Jen Tran. -

The 2008 election will
forever change our future,
with either the first-ever female
Vice President or the first-ever Af-
rican-American President.

In an Oracle poll of senior US
Government sfudents, Democrat
Barack Obama beat his opponent
Republican John McCain, 58 per-
cent to 35 percent. Six percent of
the 390 seniors polled picked “Oth-
er” as their choice, voting instead
for candidates such as Independent
Ralph Nader.

Seniors s&o are mxo:ma to vote

Obama wins in US Government poll

~ By Mia DeSantis
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said Mackie.

Iwas going to vote for
_and then the vice pres-
idential [nominations]
took place and I feel
that is kind of influ-
encing my opinion,

Some seniors say
they are torn between
the two candidates,
and no one can really
say whether Obama
or McCain is going
to win for sure. Some
tudents, however, are

23

believe they are making a differ-
ence. .

“I’m voting because I care about
the future and don’t want it to fall in

- the wrong hands,” said senior An-

drew Gray.

Some seniors said it is impera-
tive for those who are m:mzu_m to
vote.

“I don’t have the right to com-
plain about the future if I just sit

Erin Mackie.

Mackie, along with many oth-
ers, is what is known as a “swing”
voter, agreeing with what one can-
didate on some issues, while siding
with the other candidate in other
‘circumstances.

The trouble that some students
have found is with the vice presi-
dent selections made _uw each can-
didate.

more passionate about their can-
didate. “I hope the candidate who
will make the most change, not
dropping any names, will win,”
said senior Mustafa Gardizi.

The Oracle poll results do not
mirror professional political poll-
ing, and several students believe
that McCain will close the gap in
the waning days of the campaign.

“It’s going to be really close, so
1 believe one vote could make a dif-

around and do nothing,” said senior

“Before it was easy; I knew who

ops, SNo-col
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ference,” said senior Paul Schmidt.

Sophomores enter

AP arena this year
More 10th-graders take plunge

By Julie Parisi
Weekend Editor

AP classes here are primarily made up of

juniors and seniors, but here at WS, sopho-
mores are now entering the AP arena.

Different students are motivated by vari-
ous factors when choosing an AP course.
Some do it for the challenge, others to im-
prove their academic record. Either way,
sophomores seem to be taking the initiative
themselves and making the choice on their
own.

“I’m taking [AP World History] because
it’s hard and school is generally easy, so I
wanted a challenge,” said sophomore Philip
Rowley. “And it’s a college credit.”

" Rowley is taking both AP World History
and AP Human Geography:.

Sophomore students are already thinking
ahead and focusing on making their college
applications look better with advanced class-
es'and many credits. .

- “I just wanted to get ahead,” said sopho-
more Ana Zaragoza. “If it’s going to boost

my GPA, then why not?” Social studies isn’t
the only area where 10th graders can take AP
courses. Zaragoza is also taking AP Spanish,
a class you can only take if you can speal the
language fluently.

“[Spanish] is challenging but you get
twelve credits if you pass the exam,” said
Zaragoza.

If students pass an AP class, .5 will be
added to the student’s GPA.

“I’m taking [AP classes] because I want to
boost my GPA,” said sophomore Erik Bakke.
“I want to take more AP courses my junior
and senior years too, so I need to practice.”

The difference between AP and regular
World History is not the material, but the
pace at which the subject is taught. Class ac-
tivities are also different.

“In AP you read more articles and look at
scholarly aspects. In regular I get to break out
the old-school colored pencils and do some
geography,” said World History teacher Bri-
an Heintz. :
See “APs” on Page 6.
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In 2004, I and a great many other UanE.m:m supported John Kerry simply because he wasn’t
George Bush. This time around, it’s “anyone but McCain,” but luckily for me (and the rest om
America) that alternative is Barack Obama. And he’s awesome.

No matter how tired his “Change We Can Believe In” slogan gets, it’s mﬂ: very true: Obama
is exactly the sort of total reversal from the Bush administration that America needs. While he’s
been accused of inexperience, radical Islamist views (he’s not even Muslim, let alone radical)
and sexual perversity (something about teaching Sex Ed to Ebmoamwnmbﬁ.& at least nobody is
worried that he’ll be too much like Bush.

America is headed down a very dangerous path, and if we don’t take drastic efforts to do
something about that, we won’t be a superpower much longer. Much of the world is pretty un-
happy with the United States right now. The next man in the Oval Office should be someone who
can change the image of this country back to one of dignity and intelligence. We need somebody
who will sit down and talk with world leaders without preconditions that stifle discussion and
mutual respect. : :

Too often Obama supporters are written off as spellbound by his charisma. But our next presi-
dent needs to be one who can conduct himself in front of foreign' dignitaries and convey that
dignity and intelligence we’ve lost in the eyes of the world. It will take some convincing to get
America’s respect back, so charisma is what our 44th president desperately needs.

Obama is also realistic. He acknowledges that the Bush administration has dug America into
a huge hole that won’t be easily filled. Meanwhile, John McCain says he can balance the budget ‘
in his first term while making tax cuts that would have expired in 2010 permanent. Obama ap-
preciates that the Traq War was a mistake and promises to have all combat troops back home in
16 months. John McCain has made no such proposal.

Beyond all of that, Obama is cool. McCain has a reputation as a hothead, someone who is
temperamental, someone who loses his cool. The man with his finger on the trigger, the man who
may face off with major world figures with nuclear capabilities, needs to keep his cool. Obama’s
proven that he’s the coolest guy running for president this election-he’s so cool Kareem >caﬂ_-
Jabbar has pledged his support.

So while it may be trite to say so, meEm really is a ormumn that we can believe in and a
change that we desperately need.

—Jake Serwin

Barack Obama




WWW.JOHNMCcCAIN.COM

’ll admit I got caught up in the “Pirates of the Caribbean” craze. I can honestly say 'm
not ashamed to have seen the third one a grand total of six times in theaters during July alone.
But as the hype settled down and summer became a memory, the shocking realization hit me:
These movies weren’t all they were cracked up to be. Just like Senator Barack Obama.

Stadiums of people chant his name. Celebrities wear his campaign buttons. Graffiti artists
grace walls with his face. He’s up there with one-named icons like Elvis and Madonna. Sena-
tor Barack Obama is a rock star with the fan base to back him up. On the other hand, Senator
John McCain is no pop idol, and with his injuries from time spent in a POW camp I doubt
he could even lift his arms in the famous “Superstar” pose. He has a temper and he’s made
mistakes and it makes him human: not some unattainable facet of greatness.

But I digress. The problem with this election is that it’s not about the issues. I don’t think
it ever was. Democrats and Republicans have traded hateful words back and forth for awhile
now and frankly I'm sick of it. It’s time for, as John McCain would say, “some straight-
talk.”

I can’t get out of this article without justifying Governor Sarah Prlin as John McCain’s
Vice Presidential candidate; perhaps the fact that she has more exec itive experience than
Obama, Senator Joe Biden and McCain combined will make a difference. Ti:: Governor of
Alaska has more executive experience than the other candidates? You betcha! Neither Obama
or Biden have held an executive position, which is shabby when compz:ed wo her eight years
of experience. (Six years as a mayor and two as Governor.)

While I'm on the topic of experience, Obama has little to none when it comes to that in

foreign policy. He’s served on the Senate Foreign Wm_m_moum Committee for a few years, lived
: in Indonesia for four years, and recently visited Russia. He claims that “foreign policy is the
- area where I am probably most confident.” If that is an impressive record for foreign policy

‘then I’m qualified to be the president. Actually, my 12-year-old brother is just as qualified
as Senator Obama. In a global world, it’s important to have someone who has worked with
other nations. McCain has been in the Senate for four terms and taken many Congressional
tours abroad. ;

Our economy is going down in flames and the bad news is neither candidate has a suc-
cesful solution. Obama claims he will get the troops out of Iraq as soon as he is elected and
yet has no military experience. His military aide? General Merrill McPeak; you can Google
that flip-flopper yourself. McCain wants to extend Bush’s tax cuts and Obama wants to raise -
them to pay for his universal health care. His plan is to raise taxes for those in the higher tax ;
brackets, which includes both big companies and mom-and-pop businesses alike, as long as
they fall in that $250,000 + range. Sounds like redistribution of wealth to me. They earned
it they shouldn’t be taxed off 50 percent of it. And how does taxing an already floundering
economy help create new jobs? Last time I checked, Bobby Joe down the street who makes
$25,000 a year isn’t really expanding the economy. .

What it all boils down to is that this election, no matter the outcome, is going to be unlike
anything we’ve ever seen, and that’s not necessarily a good thing. Just like “Pirates of the
Caribbean.” -

Mario Zucca

—Amelia Simpson
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Remembering
~ Stevie

By Summer Claveau.
ETC. Editor

This year, most of The Oracle
issues that have come out have
included a story either about Ste-
vie Fiorino or one that she wrote
, herself. .

I’'m sure most of the students
in the school have read the stories
and laughed, but still don’t really
 understand Stevie, and how her
influence will remain with her
friends and family for the rest of
our lives.

Somie of the seniors and maybe
juniors may remember Stevie,
who graduated in 2007, as the girl
who liked to walk around in her
trenchcoat and dark sunglasses,
but always had a smile on her
face. : -

Some teachers might remem-
ber her as the funny girl who al-
ways had something to say. But
I remember her as Stephanie, my
silly, happy, goof-ball of a cousin
who taught me more things in my
15 years than anyone could in an
entire lifetime.

So many things remind me of
the fun, interesting and sometimes
frustrating times I had with Steph-
anie. I think of her every time I
listen to the Grateful Dead, the
Doors or the Beatles, and so many
other bands that meant so much to
her and my family. T think about
her every time I see someone

Two cou

The Fiorino-Wells cousins, Trevor, Angela, Stevie and Summer, at a Fam-

ily get-together at Austin Grill in 2002.

walking his dog. And [ think about

her every time 1 step into the Jour-
nalism room, e
Ever since Stephanie was a
sophomore and [ was in sixth grade
she and her sister, Angela, told me
to take Journalism. I never really
thought about until this year, but
I often used to talk to Stephanie
about her stories she wrote for The
Oracle. The one I remember talk-

ing about the most was “Masters
and their Mini Me’s.”

At first my mother and I thought
that it was dumb, and that people
only looked like their dogs in car-

‘toons. But after Stephanie told my

moim and me more about her story,
and showed us pictures she found
on the Internet of people resem-

Sue Eilen Wells

bling their dogs, we started to see
where she was coming from. After
much discussion we all came to the
conclusion that none of us looked
like our dogs, but we had similar
characteristics. - s

_ Stephanie always knew the best

way to say something. When she

told me that my dog and I had the
same “goopy, bulgy eyes,” I know
she meant it in the nicest way pos-
sible.
| And now that
Stephanie’s  gone,
and I’m writing this
story in past tense,
which could possibly be one of the
hardest things about dealing with a
death, there’s one thing that’ll nev-

_er be in the past, and that is-that I

love her, I miss her and will never
forget her.

And  Stephanie’s infectious

laughter, and love for life will al--

ways live on.

ether in ETC.

Masters & their mini-me's

From The Best of Stevie, an on-
going memorial to Stevie Fiorino,
Class of 2007 and an Oracleite in
good standing. It was published her
sophomore year.

By Stevie Fiorino
ETC. Editor, 2004-2007

I was walking my dog after
school the other day, and as we
rounded a cornér, approaching us
was a hippie-looking woman with
long, straight blond hair, walking
an Afghan, which is a hippie-look-
ing dog, with long, straight blond
hair. == :

At first [ just wanted to laugh
because it looked so comical. This

-is when I began to realize that this

was not the first time I had noticed
a dog resembling its master.

I stopped for
a minute to think,
as I walked my
St. Bernard: Do
I look like a St
Bernard?

I decided I would delve a little
deeper into this phenomenon. It just
so happened that the Westminster
Dog Show was replaying on ESPN
that night.

As I watched each handler pres-
ent his dog in the ring, it because
glaringly apparent that owners and
their dogs do resemble each other.

One of the first dogs to show
was an Old English Bulldog. The
wrinkles and jowls on him mated
the wrinkles and jowls on the older

. ties are there from the start. And

b

Ting.

Next up was a Greyhound. His
tall, thin body and long face were
almost identical to his master’s
tall, thin body and long face.

As the winner was announced,
a large Newfoundland named
Josh was brought front and cen-
ter by a rather large and stocky
woman with shaggy black hair
just like his. .

I am sure that when people
pick out their dogs, they are not
consciously thinking, “I'm going
to find a dog that looks just like
me.” So, why do people end up
with dogs that look like them?

A recent study confirms that
yes, people do look like their

dogs. A pair of psychologists at
the University of California at

San Diego proved that it is true.
But do they initially look alike, or
do they grow to look alike?
Researchers took 25 photos of
dogs and 25 photos of their own-
ers. They then asked 28 students to
match the pictures of the dogs to
the pictures of their masters. Out
of 25 pictures, the students cor-
rectly matched 16 and missed nine. -
They - concluded that dogs and
their owners do not grow-to look
like each other, but the similari-

Bonding with Pedersen

gentleman guiding him around the

it is prompted by vanity,. -

By Krista Pedersen
Oracle Editor ..

The first step to my rehabilitation is to admit I have a
problem. A fascinating, frustrating obsession, if you will. I
am a Bond-aholic.

Tt all started in third grade. My Dad, who is notorious for
creative (read: random) gift ideas, brought home a CD of
all the James Bond movie theme songs through “Tomorrow
Never Dies.”” Along with the CD came a little booklet with a
summary of each film and commentary on, the evolution of
the James Bond franchise.

Keep in mind that when I discovered Bond, I was living on
the tiny island of Okinawa, Japan, which is rich in culture but
doesn’t offer much in the form of recreation. During the two
years I lived there we rented almost all of the films from our
sorry excuse for a Blockbuster.

Now, nine years later, I consider myself as well-versed in
Bond frivia as a female, non-sci-fi geek can be. I know why

Sean Connery wouldn’t return for “On Her Majesty’s Secret
Service,” and I remember that George Lazenby and David
Niven also played Bond. I know how Pussy Galore became a
cult favorite, and I’ve read most of the [an Fleming novels. |
am even the quasi-proud owner of the DVD boxsets, because
my parents couldn’t think of any better birthday presents.
The Bond series has had a great impact on this country, from
inspiring countless other movies and television programs (“Get
Smart” or “Indiana Jones,” anyone?) to providing roughly 90
percent of the jokes in the Austin Powers trilogy. The Pierce
Brosnan films, awful though they are, can be excused for their

-dreadfulness simply because they are Bonds.

Since the films strayed so dramatically from the books
during the 1970s to the 1990s, I think it’s great that the
producers (actually, the original producer’s daughter)
brought the series back to its roots with “Casino Royale.”
How else will the new generation of Bond fans appreciate the
superiority of Vesper Lynd, or understand how the “shaken,

Krista .umn_m..um_r
Krista’s James Bond collection includes DVDs, tell-all books
and novels, mostly gifts from well-meaning parents. ,

not stirred” vodka matrtini was born? It’s important that these
newbies know that there is more to 007 than simply making
things blow up. ]

With the upcoming release of “Quantum of Solace,” I
thought I should finally come clean about my fixation. Maybe
then I could enjoy the new film (preferably at midnight, if
showings are offered) without interrupting everyone in the
theater to give background information. But I'll probably still
do that.




