For ommr-mﬁ.mwwoa seniors, $109 ain’t fine

Sponsors package all expenses together to make payment convenient

By Veronica Adams
Oracle Staff writer

The class of 2009 has to pay
$109 for senior dues and the stu-
dents are not pleased.

“I think it’s an unnecessary
amount to put on the students and
the students should have more of a
say in the matter,” said senior Da-

making their senior year memo-
rable.

Every year the senior class must
pay for major expenses, starting at
the beginning of the year. The spon-
sors and class officers have to make
sure the class has all the bills paid
ahead of time so there won’t be
stress when graduation and prom
comes around.

“to write one check,” said senior

vid Dunham.

The dues pay for the cap and
gown, diploma cover, the Patriot
Center, panoramic picture, security,
buses and the graduation speaker.

“We (the sponsors) put every-
thing together so parents only have

sponsor Vera Woodson.

Putting everything in a pack-
age is a better deal than buying ev-
erything separately. Prom is about
$25,000 so students need to under-
stand how much money goes into

Spartan Time
now features
reward time

By Sam Tak
ETC. Editor

As we transition into the second quarter
and grow accustomed to Spartan Time, ru-
mors have sprung up about drastic changes to
the study period.

The administration has implemented
Spartan Time changes for second quarter, but
they pretty much mirror the original concept
for the Tuesday and Wednesday time period.

Spartan Time initially was conceived as
a mandatory assistance time for failing stu-
dents, with a cafeteria free-time option for
those on the A-B Honor Roll. Now that the
first quarter has ended, administrators know
who is failing and who got all As and Bs, and
so they’re implementing their original plan.

Some welcome this new system as a way
to streamline Spartan Time.

“It’s got some good things, but I think it
needs to be tweaked,” said Calculus teacher
Joseph Rogers. “We need to create more time
and space for those who need help instead of
squeezing everyone who doesn’t need help
and those who need help.”

Students who need help (those with Ds or
Fs) will get first priority in classrooms, and
Honor Roll students can go to the cafeteria
instead of crowding into teachers’ rooms.

A rumor has circulated that Spartan Time
will now be held on Tuesday in addition to
Wednesday and Thursday. While there are no

“From my experience with class
of 2007, I don’t think there will be
a problem financially,” said senior
class sponsor Todd Johnson.

With prom and graduation be-
ing 80 expensive, the sponsors and
class officers are working hard to
negotiate costs to make sure seniors
are getting fair prices.

“This year is a lot more work
because we have to make up for the
past three years,” said senior officer

See “Dues

on Page 3.

Xavia Warner

Sophomore Andrew Gower-Anderson gets his agenda stamped by counselor Alex Gorman.

formal plans to implement this change, stu-
dents and teachers have already taken sides.
The shortening of class time to accommo-
date Spartan Time cuts down on instructional
time, particularly for seventh-period classes.
Government teacher Ellen Pastor, who teach-
es a seventh period, worries that Tuesday
Spartan Time would only make this worse.
“If it were three days a week, we would
have less instructional time,” said Pastor.
Academy students who leave for their
off-campus classes during Spartan Time also
have to cope with scheduling conflicts and

the possibility of being late to class. Adding
more time to Spartan Time would only add to
their troubles. A

“Spartan Time already makes me 30 min-
utes late to Academy classes,” said senior
Naghmana Kauser, “and adding more time
would make me more late.” .

However, the rumor that Spartan Time was
going to be changed to three days a week has
recently been debunked when administrators
announced that only initially planned chang-

See “Spartan Time” on Page 2.

Veronica Adams

Senior Regina Hechinger turns in her dues to Office Assisstant zm.._n< Wood. Many are upset due to the cost.

SGA sponsors
show different
face this year

Fawsett, Alukonis take
over student government
with a few new ideas

By Megan Winslow
Features Editor

With a new year, comes a new schedule.
With new classes, come new books. And this
year with new Student Government Associa-
tion officers, come new sponsors.

Betsy Fawsett and JT Alukonis have tak-
en over the jobs as SGA sponsors previously
held by Simen Schatmeyer and Marianne
Razzino.

“I enjoy working with kids and I’'m also
the cheerleading coach so I have a lot of
school spirit and enthusiasm,” said Fawsett.

Both sponsors are focusing on making im-
provements for WS to make a better environ-
ment for students and teachers to work in.

“I wanted to be involved in helping make
the school a better place,” said Alukonis.
“Things needed to be done around the school
and I think I can do a good job helping the
students.”

Last year, the SGA took part in purchasing
the plasma TVs for the school. Now the SGA
has two major improvements on their list.

“This year we have two big goals: improve

See “SGA” on Page 2.
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Snatched while shopping

Springfield Mall kidnapping causes some to stay away

By Sam Landers
Oamn__m mn_..u.ua

After mméam_ mﬁmw&_bmm and a
recent abduction of a 61-year-old
woman, Springfield Mall has be-
come a dangerous place.

Because of safety concerns, lo-
cal residents have decided to spend
their shopping dollars elsewhere

Two male teenagers abducted
Barbara Bosworth at Springfield
Mall and proceeded onto a high
speed chase toward Woodbridge in
Prince William County. In Wood-
bridge, the boys and Bosworth
stopped at a PDQ Mart where a by-
stander became suspicious.

The man hugged the woman,
pretending to be long-time friends
while actually exchanging infor-
mation that help was needed. Af-
ter the three left the mart, the man
called the police who immediately
acted on the situation. The abduc-
tion ended in two fatalities, as the
driver lost control and crashed into
a tree. Unfortunately, one of the

deaths was Bosworth, who died at
the scene. The two teenagers were
rushed to a local hospital where the
passenger died. The driver is still in
critical condition at the local hos-
pital.

Though there have been prob-
lems in the past, some were still
unaware of the dangers associated
with the mall.

“I never thought anything bad
would happen [at Springfield
Mall],” said senior Sally Kim.

The recent abduction will af-
fect many people in the Springfield
community. With past stabbings
and now this crime, students may
feel going to Tysons or Fair Oaks
are safer options.

“I think that Tysons, Fair Oaks
and even Pentagon City are better
options because you don’t ever hear
about crimes there,” said senior
Hillary Jett.

Others are not as affected by the
potential dangers at the shopping
center.

| pray every time |
go to the mall...but |
still gotta get my

7 7

Auntie Anne’s.
—Matt Barreft

Sophomore
“I pray every time I go to the

mall,” sophomore Matthew Barrett
says with a giggle, “but I still gotta

ot

get my Auntie Anne’s,” he said, re-

ferring to the well-known pretzel

stand.

Although the abduction of Bos-
worth did scare the community, it
is an impossibility that people will
stop going there all together. Shop-
pers of all ages, sizes and sexes
should travel in groups and be
aware of their surroundings.

“I think [the recent abduction]
it is very sad and I would say to
people who are going to Springfield
Mall to be careful,” said sophomore
Andrew Gower-Anderson.

Assaociated Press

A series of dangerous incidents at Springfield Mall, including the kidnap-
ping and death of an Alexandria woman, have caused residents to think
twice before venturing to the local shopping center.

Spartan Time=flex time

A/B students have cafeteria option, while
others get special schedules to pull up grades

“Spartan Time,” from Page 1.

to Spartan Time would be implemented.

“Kids who got an F last quarter are as-
signed special time schedules and they will
be assigned to go to that teacher for that half
of the quarter. For kids on the A&B Honor
Roll, we’ll open up the cafeteria for them so
they can do homework, socialize, and play
games,” said Suzanne Taber, Principal Paul
Wardinski’s administrative assistant. “It’s
sort of their reward.”

Scheduling students who are failing a
class to go to that specific teacher for help
while students on the A&B Honor Roll can
relax in the cafeteria should solve the over-
crowding problem in classes during Spartan
Time. Though this scheduling isn’t universal-

“For kids on the A&B Honor

Roll, we’ll open up the

cafeteria for them so they

can do homework,

socialize and play games.

It's sort of their reward.’

—Suzanne Taber

“administrative assistant

ly popular, reactions to the study time itself
are still positive.

“Spartan Time is helpful but it needs some
improvement,” said junior Glenn Feinberg.
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A tantalizing twist on 'l

Families step away from the Elm&\ s&& televis

__ 30 or so members,

:>ba. we rmﬁn to the @msm of the wolves at night.”

s mainly Italian, si

. On the day of Thanksgiving, the family, of about
gets together at a very simple
dining room ﬁmE@mb& feasts. Sanford’s family, who
) sings an old Italian prayer before
___.““___omHEm_. Em_ﬁdumswmm:\ﬁm &uuoﬁ dﬁ mmsaq Eoﬁ

International interest imnspires
Pierce gets some unexpected attention

It is very unusual for someone young to
become famous in another country, just because
of being an American and celebrating the culture
of the United States. Senior McKenna Pierce
experienced being well known in Australia just
for celebrating the holiday of Thanksgiving.
While living in Australia as a child, due to her
father’s job with the US Embassy, Pierce’s family

experienced becoming famous from something that

to them is typical of being American. The Australian
press caught onto the family and found it unique
to have people in their country Emﬁ celebrate an
American holiday.

“I thought it was strange for omﬂﬂm too much,
said Pierce.

The reporters came over to the Pierce’s house,
took pictures and interviewed while they celebrated
Thanksgiving.

“They almost came off as being obsessed with us
and this holiday of Thanksgiving, that was foreign to
them,” said Pierce.

However, the family took the attention well and
did their best to share the American celebration.

“The Australians just thought it was neat to have
people celebrate a holiday that they don’t celebrate,
and wanted to know more about it,” Pierce said.

b5

McKenna Plerce

Senior McKenna Pierce enjoys her Thanksgiving
meal while her family was stationed in Australia.

The family had an article written about them in the
local newspaper called The Consulate in Melbourne,
Australia, along with photos of the families’ tradition
on Thanksgiving.

“I was confused on why there were so many
cameras and people at my dining room table when it
was usually just family,” said Pierce.

Since the article was written, the Pierce’s have
learned the real meaning of Thanksgiving.

“My dad wanted to show them that it wasn’t just
about eating turkey and pie,” said Pierce. “But, it
was a tradition of saying thanks for remembering

our country’s history and why we are all American’s
today.”

—Sarah Mustion

Hispanic he

Parades, Pilgrims and In
the idea of a traditional Ar
America is such a diverse
sophomore Jenny Gomez’
1s traditional.

Gomez’s family is orig
Every year her whole
grandmother’s house to c
have found ways to blenc
with American ones.

“We eat traditional Ame:
Hispanic side dishes,” saic

The whole thing is like
Aunts and uncles each ¢
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Spicing up the season

Pumpkins, leaves, turkey, stuffing, gravy,
traveling, family, these are the things that pop into
freshman Nikki Yohe’s mind when she thinks of
Thanksgiving.

The usual routine of Yohe might be similar
to yours. She travels to her Aunt’s house for the
holiday that all started with the pilgrims and
Indians.

“I watch the Macy’s parade,” said Yohe. “My
whole side of my dad’s family goes there and we
eat and eat and eat the turkey and the good stuff.”

While at her aunt’s huge house, Yohe makes
sure to bring her lacrosse stick for when she gets
bored.

“All the kids play sports outside, the moms cook
and the dads watch football,” said Yohe. Yohe
loves teaching her younger cousins how to throw
and catch and helps them improve their lacrosse
skills.

This may sound like a typical Thanksgiving
holiday trip, but it’s what the Yohe family does
after their big feast that is somewhat unusual.

“We make pies,” said Yohe, “We all do, it gets
crazy.”

Yohe and her family have a competition with
their Ea making skills and see who can make the
best pie.

“My grandma is the judge and she 8__@ us ﬁ&o
the winner is after she tries a bite of everyone’s.”

ritage and old-fashioned family fun

W.wmum. Thesewordsembody
nerican Thanksgiving. But
country that families like
s leave us to question what

inally from El Salvador.
family meets up at her
clebrate the holiday. They
| their Hispanic traditions

rican main dishes, but with
 Gomez.
> a giant family pot luck.
ontribute their own dish.
\panadas, stuffed Spanish
1an stuffed tortillas. Her
'spin on American foods.
ffing and mashed potatoes
/ year. A chicken is also
key.
amily likes turkey,” said
hicken for those people.”
the meal. Her aunts gather
ile the younger children
simple, like cake. The
fficult dishes, like pie, in
e dinner.

Like other-families they begin the meal with a quick
prayer. Her family 1s so large that they don’t even fit
around the table. Instead of dealing with the trouble
of finding extra seating, they usually eat around the
living room area.

“We all sit around and watch the Thanksgiving
football game while we eat,” said Gomez.

Gomez’s Thanksgiving has all the traditional values
of a conventional American Thanksgiving: family,
food, and togetherness. The Gomezs are just like the
scores of other WS families who have melded their
culture with this American holiday.

“America is full of so many different cultures, that
I think people should combine their traditions,” said
Gomez.

Freshman Nikki Yohe shows her love for her Thanks-
giving tradition of pie making.

At the end of the pie making competition a winner
is chosen and they get to wear the special hat all day
or for as long as they want.

“I’ve never won all these years, but I really want to
this year. I have a feeling I will this year.”

Yohe has been preparing for the contest a lot more
this year by looking up recipes and trying to create
new flavors to spice up her pie.

People usually think of a lot of food and food when
they think of thanksgiving but the Yohe’s show a
creative side of their family. ‘

“I’m so excited for Thanksgiving, its coming fast
and I’m so ready!” Maybe this turkey day will bring
luck to Yohe as she bakes her pie.

“I know it’s kinda corny, but it’s a lot of fun and I
love it.”

—Sara Blaylock

Xavia Warner

Sophomore Jenny Gomez is counting down the
days until the Thanksgiving holiday, when she will
be able to celebrate with her whole family.
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By Kevin Pike & Samuel Tak
ETC. Editors

There are two holidays which we cele-
brate every year without knowing the factual
origin. I’'m taking it upon myself to expose
the truth.

On October 13th, we took a day off from
school in honor of Christopher Columbus.

Since elementary school we’ve been taught

that Columbus was a swell guy for acciden-
tally finding, what was an already discovered,
America and that the Europeans who ate with
the natives were actually good peace loving
with absolutely no intent of taking

people,

but no thanks,

their land, ravaging their food, and creating a
small genocide of the indigenous people.

But in reality none of this actually hap-
pened and the supposedly truth that was
taught to us in elementary school is actually
a fallacy created about the true nature of Co-
lumbus and the Europeans who celebrated
the first Thanksgiving.

You see, Columbus was a greedy imperi-
alist. He raced across the Caribbean Islands
in search of gold, while killing and enslav-
ing the natives. He is too ruthless and greedy
to be labeled as a courageous and noble ex-
plorer. But in elementary school, our teach-

That’s Right Nate

Christoper Columbus is oftenly mistaken for discovering America. But as illustrated by the

From The Best of Stevie, an ongoing
memorial to Stevie Fiorino, Class of 2007
and an Oracleite in good standing. It was
published her senior year.

By Stevie Fiorino
ETC. Editor, 2004-2007

Food, football and shopping.
Thanksgiving and the winter
holidays are almost here. The
time for stuffing your face,
lounging around and running
frantically through the mall is
just around the corner.

The beginning of the holiday
season is always an exciting
time. Once Thanksgiving hits,
you can start browsing around
in stores, on-line and in catalogs
for Christmas presents. You start
constantly feeling happy and
joyous and merry. November
through December has got to be

one of the best times of the year.

Indians on the left, he certainly does not deserve the recognition.

ly have their downfalls. The day
after Thanksgiving, AKA Black
Friday, is a frightening day. This is
the day when over-stuffed people
wake up from their food comas
and enter the world of shopping.
You will be lucky if you can get
from Old Keene Mill Road to
Braddock Road in one hour. The

ers taught us that Columbus was a great and
mighty explorer even though he was the
harbinger of slavery in the Americas and the
precursor of the Atlantic slave trade. Yet, we
still continue to observe Columbus Day as a
national holiday.

Now on November 27th, we will celebrate
a day of thanks, Thanksgiving. The history
of this holiday shows the atrocities that the
early Europeans implored against the Native
Americans by killing them in order to take
their land. Pilgrims came to America looking
for a new beginning and consequently con-
cluded the Native Americans, These Native
Americans were exploited by the Europe-

Engadget
roads are in complete gridlock
until at least 11pm.

The malls are packed to the
brim with hot, sweaty and ir-
ritated people. Hard-core soccer
moms arrive, ready to fight for
the new edition punk-rock Bar-
bie, no later then 5 a.m. If you
get between an irritated mother

mm‘ﬂ‘_< mmz_@mw and Native Americans are often nmumn,mn‘mm having healthy relations.

holiday:.

El Civics

ans. The Buropeans stole from and murdered
these poor, peaceful Native Americans. The
Native Americans didn’t do anything to de-
serve this sort of welcome. They just tried
to help the new Europeans. So, instead of
celebrating a day of atonement for the help-
ful Native Americans, we celebrate a day of
stuffing ourselves with turkeys.

We have transformed this holiday in or-
der to self-congratulate ourselves and sort of
rewrite history in our favor. In the end, this
holiday was transformed into a day of spend-
ing time with our families because we have
lost sight about the history of this so-called

and her Barbies, things will not
be pretty.

I never understood why
people go so gosh darn early
to the stores on Black Friday. I
know that they are trying to beat
the rush, but if they really want
to beat the rush they should just
shop online. Ebay, Overstock
and Amazon are just a few of the
many online stores. Online shop-
ping is, at least in my opinion,
extremely convenient and easy,
and it doesn’t involve the pos-
sibility of being trampled by a
herd of mothers on a mission to
wipe the shelves clean of every-
thing.

Well, with that said, I hope
that the beginning of your holi-
day season is stress-free, safe
and cheerful. Just watch out for
those hard-core soccer moms.



