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Alice wasn’t late for her debut

Drama Department wows crowd despite constraints

By Summer Claveau
ETC. Editor

Author Lewis Carroll’s White
Rabbit is known for being late.

Fortunately for the Theater
Department, although the famous
words, “Oh Dear, I'm very late...”
applied to some production ele-
ments of to last week’s production
of “Alice in Wonderland,” the show
came together seamlessly.

The department’s actors and
technical crew often feel rushed,
but the performance of “Alice”
felt particularly pressed for time
because of the limited amount of
auditorium space.

“One of the reasons for the short
time was because Hugh Panaro vis-
ited and the orchestra concert,” said
Drama teacher Mary Jo Levesque.

Panaro, who appeared on
Broadway in “Phantom of the Op-
era,” performed in the school’s au-

Junior Siri Benn starred as Alice in the Theatre Department’s production of Alice in' Wonderland
a large crowd and amazed audiences despite the limited amount of time to prepare.
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. The play drew

ditorium the week before “Alice”
was scheduled to open, limiting re-
hearsal and set-building time.

But even with limited space and
time, the department’s technical
staff was able to create different set
pieces that fit the play very nicely.

The play came together be-
cause the crew and cast comitted to
working hard and long hours,” ac-
cording to sophomore Steven Cox,
who works as a Techie.

The mushroom, which the Cat-
erpillar sat on and the gigantic tree
on the corner of the stage were both
elaborate pieces that had to both
support an actor and look the part.

The mushroom not only spun
around, but it lit up at the bottom,
and looked quite comfortable to sit
on. And the huge tree that Cheshire
Cat laid on looked like a real tree.

The actors also less time to learn
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See “Alice” on Page 3.

Students anticipate
Winter Break of 0

By Casey Miller
Senior Staif Writer

Winter Break is the time to relax and gear
up for the upcoming semester. The break is
usually quite short, so there is barely enough
time to celebrate New Year and recuperate
from the festivities before students have to
get back to schoolwork. This year, however,
there are twelve days to kick back and relax
or take a vacation with your family.

Many families have found this extended
break to be just enough time to travel and
spend some quality time bonding.

Junior Maya Halthore’s family, for ex-
ample, is taking a vacation to New York City
and Long Island to visit friends and family.

“Since we had extra time,” said Halthore,
“my parents thought it was worth the money
to go since we could stay for more than a few
days.”

Not only does this long break provide the
opportunity to see family members far away,
there is also time to take a mental health day,
or week, in the nearby Shenandoah Valley
for some skiing fun, like sophomore Mykela
Graham.

“It’s a getaway from life,” said Graham.

An extended Winter Break gives students a
chance to travel farther and longer.

The lengthened break also allows time to
prepare for the chaotic third and fourth quar-
ter. With AP and final exams, not to mention
the agonizing college acceptance process for
seniors, the long break offers the opportunity
for students to prepare themselves for what is
sure to be a busy spring.

“I’m very excited because the third and
fourth quarters are really hectic,” said Halt-

hore, “and it’s nice to have a break to relax.”
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HISTORY

Every year the Cadets at West Point anc
highlight of the year : the Army-Navy fooi
lege football, it is certainly the longest run
game is still highly watched by those in th
end of the game the important part is that
off the field and walk onto a field of comb
the other popular rivalries like Alabama vs
years are up for the guys down in ‘Bama t
world. The men and women at West Point
zones spread far and wide. The guys who-
the game, not the chance at NFL stardom.
America’s game.

It is a bitter cold day in the Hudson Valley, and the Air Assault team is gearing up for a demonstration. Clanking metal
treads carry Bradley tanks down civilian streets, their turrets explore the faces of children who sit in amazement upon frosted
curbs. A great bonfire is being prepared on a small parade field. The Superintendant, Lieutenant General Daniel Christman, is
shaving an “A” in his chest hair to match the painted haunches of Trooper, Raider and Traveler, the three Army Mules. Black
Hawks appear in the skies to drop hundreds of yellow foam tanks with black lettering that reads “Go Army, Beat Navy!”
These are the days at West Point before the 2000 Army-Navy game.

Tradition is not taken lightly at the United States Military Academy. I know this first-hand. My dad is a 1987 USMA grad,
who returned to West Point ten years and three children later to teach Systems Engineering. I had the rare privilege of living
on-post (and by extension on-campus) for almost four years. Tradition is not only drilled into the heads of around 1,000 plebes
(freshmen, in civilian terms) each year, it surrounds and pervades the lives of the families near the Academy, much like the
Force.

At six in the evening, the flag at Trophy Point came gracefully down, and everyone who could hear a lonely trumpet sing-
ing “Taps,” would stop what they were doing. All at once hundreds of hands would cover hundreds of hearts, and hundreds
of salutes would meet the brims of hundreds of caps. Tell me that isn’t tradition. I shall be hazed for saying so, but you ’d be
hard-pressed to find that kind of crowd participation at the Naval Academy.

Then there’s the hat-toss at graduation, another great tradition that started at USMA, and was later stolen by other acad-
emies. In May, a thousand newly-graduated and commissioned second lieutenants throw their white spring uniform hats in
the air. About a hundred children descend upon the football field as a kind of clean-up crew. As a reward, they get to keep the
hats, which sometimes have money or wisdom attached to them.

But this story isn’t just about how great West Point is. It’s about how much better West Point is than the Naval Academy.
That means no matter how many football games we lose, cadets will always, always be better than midshipmen, and mules
will always be better than goats. (Can I get an “On Brave Old Army Team” up in here?)

Consider the statistics. West Point has given academic birth to 33 legislators, 16 ambassadors, most of the Civil War Gener-
als, 20 WWI heroes (including Douglas MacArthur, and George Patton), 59 WWII leaders (including everybody from WWI
plus Eisenhower and Omar Bradley), almost every Army Chief of Staff since 1861, 76 Medal of Honor recipients, 25 engi-
neers and inventors, 25 business executive and entrepreneurs, 14 well-known athletes and two US presidents (Ulysses Grant
and Dwight Eisenhower). If this isn’t clear enough, an unofficial motto of the Academy is “Much of the history we teach was
made by people we taught.”

Let’s take a look at some really awesome people and find out where they went to college. I bet %QF ’ll notice something
similar about all of them:

Abner Doubleday, who, while @au_onsm the thick jungles of Cooperstown in 1893, discovered baseball, went to West Point.
Mike Krzyzewski, the winningest active coach in mens college hoops, went to West Point. Apollo 11 astronauts Buzz Aldrin
and Michael Collins went to West Point. Leslie Groves, chief engineer of the Manhattan Project, went to West Point. Edgar
Allan Poe, the Gothic poet and writer, went to West Point.

I think I’ve made my point. I know you Navy people are up in arms over such trivial things as “Hey! We’ve won the last (oh
I forget the number) Army-Navy games.” Listen, we could get into that whole weight limit scandal but today we won’t. Let
me end in simply saying that no matter what, we will continue to burn effigies of your mascot in a ridiculously large bonfire.
We will continue to repel out of Black Hawks to deliver said effigy. And we will continue to stand and put our hands over our
hearts every time we hear the Star Spangled Banner. We do this because we have something much more important than giant
football players, and that’s tradition. HOOAH! ,

-Beth Stinson
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| the 7&%?@53 in ?“Em@orm gear up for the
tball game. Possibly the biggest rivalry in Col-
ning. 109 games after the first game in 1890 the
e service and out. Tensions are there but at the
they’re on the same team. They’re able to walk
at as fellow servicemen. The difference between
i. Auburn (Roll tide roll!) is that when the four
hey go off to graduate school or into the corporate
and the Naval Academy head off into combat
play for the service acadmies play for the love of
And that’s what makes it so great to watch. It’s
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I’m not from Virginia. To be honest I didn’t even know what a Hokie was until I moved here last year. Until last year I had
never lived in the suburbs of America. I had always lived on a military base, Army and Navy alike. Because of this my life has
been consumed by the first weekend in December for as long as I can remember; the Army-Navy football game.

The US Naval Academy is the training ground for future officers in the, you guessed it, US Navy. The US Military Acad-
emy, or West Point, is the training ground for future officers in the “Ain’t Ready for the Marines Yet”. Because let’s face it
the guys up in New York aren’t ready to join the ranks of the Few and the Proud just like they aren’t ready to suit up in the
blue and gold for a football game. (Marines aren’t a separate branch, they’re a part of the Navy thus they play on the same
football team). :

I’'m not Navy by choice, I was born into this life. Every two years I pick up and move whether it be to a new state or a new
continent. My dad was a California-Sunshine kid who applied to one college. And that was the USNA. He graduated in the
class of ’82 and went on to marry my mom and have three great kids whom he then dragged around the world.

I’ve always had a lot of fun with the game. I usually come to school decked out in my Navy spirit-wear and ready to de-
bate anyone who wore that hated “Go Army” button. When I lived in Korea, on an Army base, my mom and her friend drove
around and stuck “Go Navy, Beat Army” signs on all the Generals gates. In Stuttgart, Germany, another Army base, I ran
down the street every time Navy scored a point: even though there was a good two feet of snow on the roads. Never has the
game been more fun to watch, win or lose, then when I've lived on Army bases. Especially when we win. Especially when we
win for the sixth year in a row.

It’s kind of a big deal. Don’t try to tell me it’s not. I’ve been to their games and I see the heart each and every one of their
players puts into the game. The same drive that pushed them to go to the Academy is the same drive that pushes them to give

~each and every game their best effort.

Let’s get back to the statistics. Army and Navy have been duking it out for 108 total games. As of right now Navy is mroma
of Army with 52 wins to Army’s 49. Navy has the longest-running SEEum streak in the history of the game.

Why is this? Being in the Navy is the real deal. It doesn’t matter if we’re ‘technically’ at war or not. Navy guys get deployed
all the time. Deployments typically last nine months and they’re never a one-time deal. When it comes to technology it’s the
Navy who’s always coming out with the newest thing. They’re the ones keeping the networks up and running. We are the ser-
vice that deals with air, land and sea. We have ships, we have ground troops, and we have the best fighter pilots in the world.

Striving forexcellence on the field or off, they don’t settle for anything less than the best. Don’t believe me? Take a look at
the scoreboard on that cold December day in 1890. It was a home game for Army. Navy — 24, Army-0. Zero ladies and gentle-
men. The first game of the whole series and Army didn’t even put up a fight.

This year on December 6 turn the tube onto CBS. The 109th Army-Navy game will be taking place and I know where I’11
be. Sitting on the couch watching my Midshipmen rack up the onﬁm The only better sight than a man in Navy whites is an

Army spank-fest. A seven-year Army spankfest.

-Amelia Simpson
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The State's Largest & Best Full Service Driving School
VA State Lic # 15030000304- Bonded - Insured

703-250-3333

www.keithsdrivingschool.net

| There are a lot of driving school to choose from. The
w @ following are some of the things you should look for when

choosing a driving school.

n m. — Are They:
m H@ : - Licensed by Virginia State Department of Moter Vehicles

-Teaching in the State of Virginia only. (some states do not
gr meet Virginia requirements)
@ : -Experienced, how many years?
Should be at least 15.

O r O c m m: m -A driving school (-or-) a __o%mEq wBoEB
~Teaching on a parking lot (-or-) actually on the road with
traffic
> ‘ (How much of either)
(Less than 1/2 of one percent of the death toll takes place
in parking lots)

U ﬁomd\m: m -Scholarship oriented

-Members of the Better Business Bureau

Member of Professional Driver Educators of Virginia

m O —‘_ c c— Association (PDEV's)

- -Member of the National Association o Driving
4 ‘ < Schools(DSAA)
o0 |

We at KEITH'S hope you make the BEST Choice

Let 285 years of combined experience help you have a great year.




