By Jake Trump
Viewpoint m%_o..

The new school year brings us a
lot of changes and new ideas. One
proposal involves the installation of
security cameras around the perim-
eter of the school.

The cameras aren’t in place yet,
but might be overlooking the Se-
mor Parking Lot before the year is
over.

An-informal Oracle poll shows
that many students believe the cam-
eras would be put in place to try to
catch seniors in the act of skipping
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1, 2, 3, eyes on me!

Security cameras might be coming here

money to try and catch students,”
said senior Tyler Basse

The administration, however,
has another idea in mind.

“If we decide to have them, the
priority for using these cameras is
student safety,” said Richard Grif-
fin. “We want to ensure that stu-
dents can walk through and around
the school campus with a safe feel-
ing on a daily basis.”

Believe it or not, our school
is not one of the first to decide to
waltch its campus through the use
of cameras. Nineteen out of 27
high schools in Fairfax County use
video surveillance to monitor their
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6100 Rolling Road

Also, cameras would not be al-
lowed inside the building, other
than in lunch lines, for privacy rea-
sons.

“About five people will be
monitoring the cameras at all times
during the day to ensure that the

. building is thoroughly imﬁn_um& >

said Griffin.

If they are approved to be put
up, the cameras are expected to be
put in place during second semes-
ter.

Although the cameras will be
installed with safety in mind if they
are approved, the up to $70,000 ex-
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Jake Trump

Safety & Security Specialist Mike Ukele points to one of the spots where
the new security cameras will reside if they are approved. These cameras
were purchased in an effort to keep students safe and let them feel pro-
tected while walking on and around campus during the day.

like actually repairing the school,”
said sophomore Brittany Landoll.

a safe environment and protect
our school from bullying, vandal-

class to go to McDonald’s, Subway
or other fast mooa restaurants for
lunch.

“The cameras are just a waste of

schools. Authorities say that having
security cameras around the build-
ing helps control student behavior.

penditure could be a concern in a
budget-conscious school year.

“I think they [the funds] should
_um used for more meaningful things

The administration hopes that
the cameras will help keep the
school a safer place for all Spartans.

“We want to be able to insure

ism and to keep kids in class,” said
Principal Paul Wardinski. “And
putting in cameras seems fo be an
option that will help promote that.”

So, do you know where the 3rd-floor woo_ 1s? NOT!

By Thomas Ariale
Oracle Editor

Wide-eyed and bushy-tailed, the new
Spartans learned about Senior Rail, the for-
merly carpeted hallway and even the 3rd-
floor pool.

Well, with the exception of info on the
non-existent pool, every year we hold an
open house of sorts for the newbies so they.
won’t be as confused when they find them-
selves thrown into the hustle and bustle over
at 6100 Rolling Road.

“The turnout this year was awesome,”
said Principal Paul Wardinski. “We had prob-
ably close to 530 kids.”

With that niany new students wandering
the halls, it is a cumbersome task to make
sure that they all find their classes and get
around the school quickly and efficiently.

That is where the leadership skills of the
Student Government Association come into
play. SGA representatives led students and

i : Meg Um__sou”_
Field Hockey is the sport of choice for the three returning

class presidents. They enjoy each other’s help, ideas, and in-
put when it comes to decision making and fundraising.

parents around on tours to help them figure
out where everything is, as well as answering where the parents can ask their questions,”

any questions they might have. said Wardinski. “We get some odd, funny and

Sophomores Stephanie S__mm:_mmm and Emily Braswell lead new mEn_m:.nm through the school
during Freshman and New Student orientation, in an effort to help them get adjusted.

" “T believe the most beneficial part is

great questions that can easily be answered.”

Even though it is advertised, and mainly
geared toward the freshmen, this orientation
isn’t solely for them.

The morning was also dedicated to trans-
fer students to find their way around. SGA
students led tours for these students as well,
explaining all parts of the school so they were
completely up-to-date on the whereabouts of
everything.

“This is my third high school, so I guess
I'm pretty excited,” said junior Zane Shelton.
“It was a lot better having this orientation.”

The point is to try and make sure the new
students feel as comfortable as possible for
their first day of school. Without the help
of veteran Spartans, teachers and the De-
partment of Student Services, new students
might have had a difficult time.

“I’m not as scared, just nervous,” said
freshman Patrick Coffey during the morning
session. “Orientation is going to help out a lot
because I haven’t been to this school much.

Lisa Williams

Speak softly and carry a big field hockey stick

Three returning class presidents know when to hit you with their best shot

By Megan Burpo
Viewpoint Editor

Every year, students vote for the classmates they believe
are best-suited to represent the student body.

This year, three class presidents have more than their role
in the Student Council Association in common. They all are
member of our Varsity field hockey team.

Senior Mary Walsh, junior Nikki Yohe and-sophomore
Bridget DeMott know how to be part of Em team in school
and on the field.

Being leaders of their respective classes requires great tal-
ent, such as being able to listen to their peers® ideas and act
on them, raise money and plan events. Officers also must be

as involved in the school as they possibly can be, which is

something that these three excel at. Walsh and DeMott also

take leadership roles on the field as Varsity and JV captains.
“As captain, I'm there to support my team, and I try to set

-an example. As the Varsity goalie, I talk to my teammates and

tell them what I see so they can be aware on the field,” said

‘Walsh. “In both positions, I'm there to support my people and

try and be an example.”

By returning as class presidents, the job is a lot easier as
each girl knows what to expect and how to deal with problems
that may arise. The support of SCA officers and teammates
makes all the responsibilities easier.

See “Field Hockey” on Page 3.
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This year:

If we had a dime for every time someone complained
about our school’s decrepit conditions, we could probably
single-handedly fund renovations for the building. Yes, peo-
ple carp that often.

It’s no secret that we learn in a ram-
shackle building. It’s falling apart, and
that’s obvious. And yes, we all know that
we're not getting renovated for a good long
while. That fact is overplayed and clichéd and frankly, it’s
getting annoying to hear.

But still, it’s true. And it brings down the morale of the
entire student body. When people know they’re in a dilapi-
dated environment, they disclose their disapproval unyield-
ingly, which causes others, who would otherwise have gone

Moseley Architects
TC Williams -High School, which was originally built in 1965,

Viewpoint

unaffected by it, to notice. :

Now, we think most students would agree that TC Wil-
liams in the past has had a different reputation than WS, as far
as both academics and safety are concern. That high school
used to be old and dirty and disliked as well.

When TC was completely rebuilt, we as-
sumed that it would immediately be trashed
and graffiti-covered. After all, that is how the
stereotype goes: City students equal bad behavior.

But, that’s where everyone was wrong. The TC students
began using the new building in 2007. It’s 2010, and the fa-
cility is still pristine. Every time we visit that school, we’re
impressed by its clean conditions.

It’s about a million times cleaner than our school is, that’s
for sure. And the building’s condition definitely affects
the respect level at TC. Students in a nicer school will feel
guiltier about destroying a newer property. So students in our
school don’t feel guilty, because the building is so run-down
to begin with.

Qur crumbling physical facility truly promotes a bad set
of morals. It becomes a vicious cycle. People feel grossed out
by the building, so they are disrespectful toward it and make
it worse, causing people to feel continually more disgusted.
This cycle in never-ending and seemingly unimprovable.

There’s not much to be done to break the cycle, admitted-
ly. The school has obvious flaws that aren’t getting addressed,
and there is obviously no funding to fix these problems.

* But if we all stop whining all the time and make the best
of it, maybe that will make our time here just a little bit more

September 17, 2010

new school or new tude?

3 __so.mo ey haa.u.ﬁnnm
A classroom in the new TC Williams High School features
better architecture, a large amount of windows, and an orga-
nization more fitting to a college classroom style. Although
the school is now three years old, the building is still mint

was completely torn down and rebuilt.

pleasant.

Teens dying to drive

License ceremony brings thrills, chills

By Kelly Carlin
Oracle Editor

Turning 16 includes many rights of pas-
sage: driving a car, getting your license and
having a cop and a court judge scare you out
of wanting to drive.

For years, I had been anxiously awaiting
the day when I would receive my rectangular
piece of plastic equaling freedom, but after
going to court I wasn’t really sure anymore.

~ Before I went to court, I had images of
myself in my head. I was Speed Racer, I was
“Richard Petty, I was going to have my own
form of transportation. Once I left that build-
ing, I was cool with just being Miss Daisy.

Having just turned 17 and obtaining all
requirements for receiving my real license,
I walked happily from the car to the court-
house.

Since I had already been driving for al-
most three months, I was not nervous about
what was in store. My dad, accompanying
me to the meeting, was anxious to get in and
out and return home to watch “The Office.”
He was not prepared for everything we were
about to hear, either. :

The first thing that I learned in court was
that I would probably die. And that everyone

die. Now these statistics are not accurate, and

who is between 16 and 20 driving a car will -

Before | went to court, |
had images of myself in my
head. | was Speed Racer, |
was Richard Petty.

this will obviously not occur, but the tone in
the room echoed just that. Death, miserable
death. I watched the images and listened to
the horror stories of decapitation and asked
myself one question: Why was I so desperate
to drive, again?

The scare tactics and real-life examples
left me in a state of fear that stuck in my
head all the way home. It was almost to the
point that I wanted to cancel my evening
plans of driving to Kingstowne for a movie.
But instead, I decided to brave it. I dropped
my speed, used all required turn signals, and
nervously drove from point A to point B. The
“hit-the-road” attitude of freedom I had pre-
viously felt was knocked out of me when I
learned driving a car would lead to my im-
minent death.

I understand, driving is dangerous, and
kids can be irresponsible, but the County
needs to also give us some credit. Being
young doesn’t automatically make you reck-
less. Having a license doesn’t mean your de-

condition, as if it were brand new.

mise is looming. It just means you need to be
cautious and remember what you’re doing.

We kids have to focus on the fact that even.

though driving a car may seem like a normal
activity, it’s still a two-ton object that’s in
your control. Sure, you might feel like you're
Han Solo cruising in the Millenium Falcon,
/but once you lose control and crash you’ll
lose your hand faster than Luke Skywalker in
a light saber battle.

On a more serious note, the County has
the records that show that car accidents hap-

After having a paper permit for three months, new drivers receive their plastic _mnmzmomz_.\o_.._h h
judge at a ceremony. The licensing ceremony takes place at the Fairfax County Courthouse.

pen often. Everyone knows of at least one
person who has lost his life in a car aceident.
This should be taken seriously, but does not
need to scare the pants off every teenage
driver, : i

All that T needed to understand was that
driving is not as easy as it seems, and that
getting behind the wheel could lead to an
accident. My nerves only made my driving
more jittery, which didn’t help me at all. So to
Fairfax County: A simple “be careful” would
have sufficed.
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FH girls:

From “Field Hockey” on Page 1.
“Being an athlete made me determined and gave me con-
fidence to run and stay in office” said Walsh, .
Juggling time between sports, schoolwork and SCA can be

. hard, but as with everything, time management is key.

Even though at times it can be stressful, using the sup-
port of their team members and other SCA members makes

" it possible. ¢

“Throughout everything 1 learn how to be a leader and

- how to make the best of a bad situation,” said DeMott.

Sometimes the hectic life comes with being a good presi-
dent. Class presidents are elected to represent their peers and
make decisions their fellow students’ behalf. Without being
involved, it’s impossible to know what your peers are think-
ing. )

“I make an effort to do as miuch as I can at the school so
that my classmates understand that I’'m serious about my job
and also that I’'m responsible,” said Walsh.

To some people, being this involved in their school seems
too hectic and not the way they want to live out their four

Features

leaders on and off the turf

“Being part of SCA has made my high school experience
better and is a great way to broadcast your leadership,” said
Yohe.

And being part of the field hockey team had its advantages
when it came to campaigning. Before the school year began,
the players were able to bond and meet new people, which
gave them the chance to feel comfortable around their peers.

: “Through field hockey I met a ton of amazing people be-
_fore the year even started and having so many set friends re-
ally made running that much easier,” said DeMott.

Even though the presidents did not co-campaign, they sup-
ported and encouraged one another. They even helped each
other a little with speeches, though the victories were fully
due to each individual. ,

“Being on multiple teams helps because I can achieve
greater support, reach out to more groups, and gain more
opinions,” said Yohe. .

These presidents are part of two teams, but their goals are

always the best interest of their peers and fellow teammates.
“You can’t win with just one player on the field,” said De-

Mott. “Just like in SCA, you have your whole class with you,

years here. According to these presidents, however, it has

made all the difference.

and a class isn

tl

t just one student.”

Meg DeMott

. Field hockey captain and senior class president Mary Walsh
chats with coach Rosie Pannoni before a game. As goalie,
Walsh directs players on what to do during the games.

@oco-qoﬁbm siblings make impact worldwide

Merendas travel with church to help build houses and feed the global community

By Julie Parisi .
Oracle Editor

Instead of spending the summer
sleeping in late and hanging out by
the pool, senior Coleman Merenda
and junior Claire Merenda traveled
across the globe to help underprivi-
leged people.

The siblings went on outreach

" missions with their church to Gua-

temala City, Guatemala and Santo
Domingo, Dominican Republic.
In Guatemala, Coleman and his

the Potter’s House, a ministry that
gives educational, industrial and
economic aid to scavengers liv-
ing in the city dump. During their
stay, the group built three houses
and volunteered at food ministries,
where they constructed a total of
nine concrete stoves and gave out
groceries to needy families.

“As an Evangelical Christian
it’s sometimes hard to live up to
my faith in normal daily life,” said
Coleman. “Sometimes I want to get

a true difference in a person’s life.
And that’s what we did.”

It was Claire’s second time in
Santo Domingo, and her group of
14 students worked primarily with
a local hospital specializing in pe-
diatric orthopedics. Part of their
time was spent doing manual labor
to renovate parts of the building,

-and by the end of the trip, the group

had turned two storage rooms into
a clean, repainted conference room

‘and a functional physical therapy

group of 15 students worked with

Winter’s wonderland

Spartans give new AP a warm welcome

By Kyle Rushton
QOracle Staff Writer

Along with welcoming 577 freshman -
students as the Class of 2014, WS also wel-
comed Valerie Winter for the upceming
school year. :

Just recently, Winter joined the adminis-
trative team as the freshman administrator,

out into the world and really make

Courtesy of Claire Merenda
After spending some time coloring together, Claire and a Dominican native
soon decided they were “amigas por siempre,” or “friends forever!”

“l am familiar with the com-
munity, and it's like coming
back home.”
—Valerie Winter,
Freshman Administrator

station.

cal work, the team members enter-

tained the families that were stuck

-in the waiting room as well as the

children recovering from surgeries
- in the upstairs ward.

“We would sing to them, then
pass out coloring supplies, balloon
animals, Silly Bandz and stickers,
and then play and talk with them,”
said Claire. “We would share what
we believed about God, and His
love for them and pray with the en-
tire families.” ,

One afternoon was spent in a
church with no air conditioning, en-
tertaining kids by singing, perform-

When they weren’t doing physi-

Courtesy of Claire Merenda

This is a Dominican church, where junior Claire Merenda worked, played
games and spent time with the kids for an afternoon.

ing skits, playing games, blowing

" bubbles and coloring. They also

visited an orphanage for severely
mentally and physically disabled
children who had been abandoned
because of their handicaps. Though
the staff there truly cared about the
kids, they didn’t have enough peo-
ple or supplies to properly care for
them.

“I found myself crying for those
little ones, who were tied up with
sheets so they wouldn’t hurt them-
selves, or others, and fed pureed
vegetables,” said Claire. “We sang
with them and prayed with them,

and came away sobered and hum-
bled.”

The toughest part of the trip for
the Merendas was knowing that in
reality, it was unlikely that such a

csmall group of people could ac-

complish enough to really make a
difference.

“I may not know what our team
was meant to mnooHEu:mF Or even
what will happen to the children I
worked with, but the point is that
God knows,” said Claire. “He is
the author of my life, and the lives
of every one of those Dominican

kids.”

She will be seen frequently throughout the
hallways, getting to know her new students,
agsisting with schedules and helping with the
other needs of the freshmen.

Prior to becoming a Spartan, Winter was
a sub-school principal at Hayfield Second-
ary School for five years. Before working
at Hayfield, Winter worked at Washington
Irving Middle School. Winter feels she is ad-
justing very well to her new environs.

“I worked several years at Washington Ir-
ving Middle School, so I am familiar with the
community and it’s like coming back home,”
said Winter.

Winter attended the State University of
New York for her undergraduate studies and
George Washington University for her gradu-

ate degree. As a class officer in high school,
she stayed heavily involved through field
hockey, soccer, softball and cheerleading.

In as much of the free time as she gets,
Winter loves reading, traveling and riding her
bike. § .

“I love' to write,” says Winter. “It is very
relaxing for me.”

Winter said that one of her main goals for
the upcoming school year is to “create posi-
tive relationships with students, staff and fac-
ulty.” She also wants to come up with a plan
to help increase student achievement.

Students should plan on seeing Winter
regularly throughout the halls, cafeteri, and
in classrooms, because she believes it is im-
portant to be visible around the school, and to
not just sit in her office all day long.

Kyle m.:wu?:

New administrator Valerie Winter poses with Principal Paul Wardinski. Winter is working hard
at getting the freshmen, and herself, acquainted with the school policies and the building.

~ After hearing about our school’s positive
reputation, Winter decided to become a Spar-
tan and is seeking to learn and grow from our
school. She is very enthusiastic about start-

ing the new school year and seeing all of her
new students at :

“The best part of the job, by far, is meet-
ing my students,” says Winter.
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currence here, as is wnmdbm a é&oo:znm “hello,
can I help you?” iwmn entering. You can bet
that the friendly voice is coming from the desk
in the back right corner, from the nucleus of our
school’s brain, >a§§._mqma§ >mma_“m5 meo% -
Wood. .

“Without _her, the entire _mowooH ‘would col-
lapse,” said Journalism teacher Brooke Nelson. I
have heard very EE&E quotes mSE at _ommﬁ mo:w
o_&ma bmoc_n. _

,ms&zm time in Ea @o.ﬁ owmoo, 1 can con-
cur that indeed, the school would probably fall

mﬁmﬂ.éﬁ#oﬁoﬁ éoom.cmrubm Emﬁ Em ammw.”_.
~ Everything that anyone can imagine is deliv-
ered and talked about in that ginormous room

,o_mm ﬁm.BmS__og ‘Wood .&m&mi&u m_E_:Bn_




- “I would say I answer the phone at least one

hundred times a day. I have omc:moéﬁ ear @% _aun,_

Q.a of ?m._am%m_ sai Emmg.ooa._

. %o._oa graduated from Roanoke College,
where she studied sociology and education. I'd
imagine this comes in handy when dealing with
so many people each day. Not only does Wood
help and support the almost 2,400 students in this
school, but she’s there to ro:u their wmaam mmm

- the staff in the building, too.

Having previous experience in the Uowmﬁ:uoa

of Defense as a Management Analyst I'm sure. _
_um%m when noon& ating so many ﬁmoﬁm.

As mEaQﬁm“ it’s _wm.a mom. us ﬁo.mBmmEo our

: _m_m_a _n_nmr_._:umﬁ a @ﬁomﬁon_woa wocr.woomzmo I
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_@oa o_h_mnm moH
5@ mmrﬁ six years, wants the front »fficetobea
comfortable place for students and staff. And .
even if she can’t help you with a problern, she can
certainly direct you to the | wﬂmob whoean =~
~ The personal touch in our main office is what
makes it so homey, with its adorable flowery pens -
and plant decorations, Em,_m_swafw mwmom.._uo%
pretty and ?boaobm_ ¢

P I was m&Em with Wood, so  much was. g0~
Em_ on, but the most defining moment was when
Assistant Principal, Becky Brandt walked up and

'm

sure you know everything.”

- Though modest, Wood recognizes 9@.._5%@?__
tant jobs she does oH...oE._dsm. school .
- “But, no matter what job you ao you learn

Gt

moEﬂEbm new every am% ;
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cLassoF 2014,

Welcome to the most wondrous year of
your high school career. _

You have graduated from hanging out at
the baseball field Friday nights to actually
being allowed on the very, very far left of Em
bleachers, without your parents!

Here are some words of wisdom from
those of us who remember the good old
days. Deep down inside we all still want to
be freshmen, hence why we want to help you
have the best first year possible!

Delicious

By Thomas Ariale

Oracle Editor

Georgetown, where the young go for
overpriced goods.

Tt doesn’t matter what you’re looking
for in Georgetown, chances are it will cost
double what you would normally pay for it.

Clothes stores line the streets such as Vine-.

yard Vine, The North Face, Urban Outfitters,
American Apparel, and the list goes on. Inter-

" mingled with the fashion lies different places

to wet your pallet. One that is becoming in-
creasingly more popular is Georgetown Cup-
cake. However just like the clothes expect
to pay more than you would for this treat, a
single cupcake costs $2.75. Opened in Febru-
ary of 2008 by two sister Katherine Kallinis
_and Sophie LaMontagne, Georgetown Cup-
cake has exploded onto the scene with simple
treats created and combined into ways that
make it seem as if you were eating a cloud
of delicious icing. Georgetown Cupcake sells
an average of 500 cupcakes everyday baked
fresh in the morning for customers.

Now I have had one of these cupcakes

For starters, a great ém% to make ?mumm is

‘to come to senior tailgate! Seniors love when

freshmen infringe on their senior privileges.
They also love when you join them at
Senior Rail. The term “senior” is used loosely
to describe someone who has completed the
strenuous trials and tribulations of middle
school. Therefore, everybody’s welcome!
Elevator passes are $111. Any senior will
be happy to sell you one, since it gets us out
of paying our senior dues. You’ll need one if
you want to get to the pool anyway (it’s on
the third floor, and we don’t have stairs since
logically, the pool water would make them

too slippery).

elights at

brought to me before, however I had yet to
visit the original location of this famed eat-
ery. So I decided it was high time I hop on the
metro and make my way into Georgetown fo
see this pastry palace for myself. My friends
and I arrived to Georgetown around 8:10 PM,
figuring since it was late and they closed in
less than a hour it would be pretty easy to get
in, grab a cupcake, and head home...let me
tell you dear readers, that wasn’t the case.

I was shocked when I saw the line
wrapped around the building. Tourists wound
up their flash cameras and took pictures of
the workers inside the building who were
hand making the cupcakes as if they were
Qompa Loompas working in Willy Wonkas
factory. We stood in the sweltering heat for
40 minutes, just for a cupcake.

One thing that is so appealing about
Georgetown is the atmosphere of this city.
Even though the wait was ridiculously long
the laughter and excitement that was in the
air somehow, incredibly, made the 40 min-
utes fly by. Finally at 8:53 PM I took my first
bite of my chocolate cupcake fresh from the
kitchen. Tt was a truly amazing experience.

Crandon House and ._:.._mavm

Leaving class three minutes early on
Fridays only for seniors? Not a chance; we
would never leave you guys out! In fact, you
should leave class about 10 minutes earlier
and greet us in the parking lot with loud
applause and soccer tunnels. We like to feel
loved. :

A superb way to.get along S_n.. all the
football players is greet them daily with butt
slaps—they love it! Remember the bigger
they are, the cuddlier they are. Like giant
bears, they could kill you easily but would
rather be BFFs instead.

Crocs are a cool trend.

September 17, 2010

bl

aﬂm_.wrm amTaRs

MySpace style self-pics are still awesome,
as is Picnik-ing every picture of you and your
boyfriend/gitlfriend. #leags — and
%Q&N%ma = until November. It’s high school,
not marriage. .

Never fear, someone else from your circle
of friends has been waiting for this chance
since you got first chair in Symphonic' Band
back at Irving.

But for real, remember the 5 Ds: dodge,
duck, dip, dive, and dodge. They will come
1in very handy around senior rail. And yes, we
know “dodge” is written twice. Chances are,
you will have to do it twice.

ooH.moﬂoés chomw@

Thomas Ariale

This small, yet incredibly delicious, cupcake cost me $2. .\m and a hour of my time in line! In no
way what so ever am | upset with my decision to wait for this cupcake, in the end all the hype
of Georgetown Cupcake lived up to its reputation. Every high school student should make a
hajj to this pastry palace of mouth watering and decadent desserts. -

The cupcake and frosting mixed together to
make an explosion of flavor in my mouth that
was completely worth the wait.

Although Georgetown is a bit on the
pricey side, I highly recommend going to eat
at Georgetown Cupcake, you won’t be dis-

appointed. If you can’t make it into George-
town, feel free to watch the incredibly script-
ed show on TLC about Georgetown Cupcake
named, DC Cupcakes. However of you have
a choice between the show or real nmm_ I rec-
oBEQ_m the real EEm




