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gypt’s revolution causes local impact
Students affected S\ uprising, change is on the horizon in the Middle East

By Nisreen Sumrean
Features Editor

“You say you want a revolution.”

The delicate balance of the countries
in the Middle East came crashing down,
starting with the revolution in Tunisia which
then spread to Egypt, Yemen and Jordan. The
25" of January marked the beginning of what
will be a monumental change not just for the
Middle East, but for the entire world.

The most intense revolt is the one
currently taking place in Egypt, where people
are rebelling against their President, Hosni
Mubarak.

“Mubarak has been in power for 30
years,” said sophomore Ramsey El-Hady.
“He is not doing anything to help the people;
he is leaving the poor in poverty and making
him and his friends rich.” _

‘he: economy in Egypt has recently
declined dramatically while unemployment
rates have gone up. The people are weary of
broken promises and want to bring Egypt into

Infinite Symposium

Protesters in Cairo celebrate Mubarak’s announcement to step down as President of Egypt.
The Egyptian revolution progressed quickly, getting the democratic results that civilians want-

ed in a few short weeks.

an age of democracy. They have promised
that they will not disperse until Mubarak is
overthrown and they get an opportunity to
have real elections.

By Peter Simonsen
Senior Staff Writer

Most of the demonstrations are taking
place in Egypt’s capital, Cairo.

“T have family in Cairo, and they are stuck
at home without any way to communicaté

with others, “said senior Mark Mekhail.

“They have to be off the streets because of
the curfew that is from four in the afternoon
into the morning.”

With the dramatic shift of power that
could come to Egypt, and Obama’s request
that Mubarak resign, the United States’
diplomatic relations with Egypt could be
damaged.

“If Mubarak leaves, Egypt will have a
fresh start and better goals,” said Mekhail.
“The relationship with the U.S. will be
affected because Mubarak was a key for U.S.
Presidents in Middle East.”

" A deciding factor in this conflict is going
to be the army. The army has so far not taken
any sides, and the people respect the army,
and their ability to keep the peace so far.
After a week of tiots, supporters of Mubarak
took to the streets to defend their President.

“Mubaralk released two prisons and paid

See “Egypt” on Page 6.

Budget changes for the better

The vast majority of the funding comes from Fairfax

County, where the school system amounts to 53% of the
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The Fairfax County School Board voted in early February
to approve the $2.2 billion budget for the 2012 fiscal year
proposed by Superintendant Jack Dale.

The advertised budget is now seeking approval from

| the Fairfax County Board of Supervisors, which will hold

hearings on proposed changes and give their approval by late
April.

The coming budget changes reflect the growing strain
on Fairfax County Public Schools to accommodate an ever
increasing number of students while dealing with stagnant
or even decreasing funds. For Principal Paul Wardinski, the

3.

county budget. With the state and federal government funds
shrinking every year, FCPS is becoming more reliant on local
provisions.

“The county provides about 73 to 75 percent of our
budget,” said Wardinski.

The proposal seeks to maintain class sizes at all grade
levels and also provides cost of living raises for teachers.
However, Wardinski holds guarded cE_EumE when it comes
to any county spending.

“There’s a fixed amount of money, and so what they do is
make the schools pay for more and more whenever the county
needs to increase funding on something,” said Wardinski.

The Fairfax County School Board is currently seeking ap-
proval of new and improved budget for 2012. The new budget

would allow the county to accomodate more students. more,” said Wardinski.

Robinson reaches one thousand

By Jordan Miller
Page One Editor

It was during the Varsity Wmmwﬂgc game
against Annandale.

There were no mﬁoEmEm or confetti, but
junior April Robinson had _cmﬂ achieved a
major milestone.

During that game, April Robinson hit her
1000th career point, after a night of scoring
21 points for the Lady Spartans.

Reaching 1000 points within a high school
career, especially while still only a junior, is a
huge accomplishment.

A starter since her freshman year, Rob-
inson has been playing basketball since she
was about 4.

“I’ve. been playing basketball since 1
could pick up a ball,” said Robinson.

On February 8, Robinson came into the
game, as she does into all the games, ready

to play and ready to win. But this game was
special. She had been approaching 1000
points and knew she would achieve it shortly.

“[After scoring my 1000th point,] I heard
my mom yell out my nickname, Shorty, and I
just smiled because I knew I'd finally reached
one of my goals,” said Robinson.

Her grandparents sent roses and wrote her
a note telling her how proud they were of her.
Robinson’s parents were also supportive of
her.

“As hard as April has worked all her life,
I’m just extremely proud of her,” said Marie
Robinson, April’s mother.

Even with all the excitement, though,
April’s father, Jeff Robinson, who is the WS
JV Basketball coach, doesn’t let April let up
on her fraining.

“This is not the ultimate goal. The Eﬁ-

See “Robinson” on Page 6.

main hope is that money doesn
“We’re hoping for the funds simply to remain the same,
(it’s called a flat transfer,) and that they won’t go down any

t get any tighter.

Lifetouch
Junior April Robinson poses with her father,
JV Basketball coach Jeff Robinson. Her fam-
ily urges her to focus equally on schoolwork
and basketball.

“When they pass the debt down the chain, the school has to
pick it up. It used to be that any equipment over $250 would

See “Budget” on Page 6.

Lifetouch
Robinson recently moo_.mn_.,‘ her 1000th point
in a regular season mm:._mﬁmm_mﬂ:m_ the Annan-
.dale Atoms. Her ultimate goal is to score 3200
points in her high school career.
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H.:mew of customers they have; Verizon- 3; AT&T- 0!
~ AT&T has absolutely nothing on Verizon and with that being said if
<oc rm:m Veerizon stick with it but, with after reading this and you are n__mm_uuo_smma with

your coverage feel free to switch there is plenty of room for all of us!
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Forum Editor : Hﬂm _%6. No not the Mitsubishi Evo, but the Sprint Evo HTC. :

® AT&T might have come out with the so called wonderful iPhone that apparently is
.ﬁrm fastest phone around. Yes, sure it came out before the Evo, but I'm sorry the Evo is much faster. The Evo has the
@Capability of either being on the 3G or 4G network depending on whichever its user prefers. The 4G network on the
.m<o is amazing. The phone is faster than most laptop and computers since it only takes me a matter of seconds to
search on the internet for something.

Not only does this phone benefit the internet geeks, but it also benefits ﬁrm
blind. This screen is huge compared to other phones. When the iPhone camie out | thought that
screen was big, but | was wrong. The Evo has an incredible four and one-half by two and one-half
touch screen. | thought when | first bought the phone that the screen was going to be way too big @

for me, but | was wrong again. This screenletsme = @®
read things on the internet easily and also on the plus ®
side of the Evo | have a nice and big screen to watch a ®
movie or YouTube video. ®

This movie and YouTube watching brings me to

another plus side of the Evo, the kickstand on the

~back. This kickstand allows you to watch any type of
movie without having to hold the phone. Instead it
stands up on its side by itself.

Also on the back of this phone is the surprisingly
loud speaker. | was stunned when | first listened to a song at how loud it was able to go. To my en-
joyment | found that this Evo speaker was a lot louder than the iPhone’s speaker.

Everyone likes a choice in anything they decide to purchase instead of being stuck with one
color choice or even one style choice. Well with the Evo you are able to have
choice. The back of the whole phone can either be in white or black. It is nice
® be able to have a choice in the phone you will be stuck with.
® Don't pick the iPhone; you will regret it because the Evo will have your Facebook page up in seconds whereas you

®will still be downloading one page on the iPhone.
®
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SUMMERTIME PRESENATS: the ol’ '80s high school classics

By Summer Claveau
ETC. Editor

Scooby-Doo is making a comeback!

By Sara Blaylock
.Managing Editor

I don’t understand why I get
laughed at all the ttme when I tell
people about my Saturday mornings.

My favorite thing to do when
I wake up and don’t have to drag
myself to school is sit down on the
couch with my Coco Puffs and watch
Scooby-Doo.

It was my favorite show growing
up and 1 would have to have a
different “Scooby and Friends”

High school movies—that is, movies about high school—
will never go out of style. There will always be a story for
the high schoolers and high schoolers at heart to entertain
themselves with. A story of love, lust, ambition, dreams, etc.
Facing adversity, discrimination, or injustice all in just about
two hours.

Mainly because high school will never go out of style, and
there will always be an upcoming freshman class. As Mat-
thew McConaughey says in “Dazed and Confused,” “That’s

what I love about these high school [movies], man. I get old-

er, they stay the same age.”

There will always be newbs, facing their eminent four-
year journey through young adulthood. And the great thing
about this is the movies that come out of it.

But my favorite part about high school movies is how ac-

curate they actually are. I’'m not suggesting that the stereo-
types are accurate, for I am not one to agree with any so-
cial stereotype. The situations portrayed are pretty accurate

though.

The best perspective to look at this is through time peri-
ods. The eighties: “Ferris Bueller’s Day Off,” “The Breakfast
Club,” “Sixteen Candles,” “Pretty in Pink,” and “Dazed and
Confused,” all staple movies in the history of high school.

We will never know what it was like when our parents
went to high school because they don’t care to share their em-
barrassing stories of their own awkwardness, but that doesn’t
mean their history is gone. It triumphs through John Hughes
movies. They display all the awkwardness high schoolers will
never stop going through.

Though we think we grow out of our freshman stages, we
don’t and we won’t phase out of them until we hold that beau-
tiful piece of paper, that is our diploma.

This piece of paper has literally been haunting my dreams
lately, teasing me. Holding itself in front of me, tying itself to
a stick and stapling itself to my forehead taunting me with the
four month long haul.

The last months of our high school career is better por-
trayed in the high school movies of today. Those movies are
our story, our history, our LIVES!

movie every week.

I still watch it to this day because
it never gets old. I mean don’t get me
wrong, it can be predictable and very
unrealistic but I love all the characters
and the stereotypes and the way they
solve mysteries as a hobby.

I always thought of myself as a
spy and would go around my house
being a detective for my sister and
brother.

Scooby inspired me to really use
my brain juices and think things out.

I would pretend I was in a Scooby

episode or movie in situations like
school or at recess and would have to
find the suspect of all the monkey bar
crimes.

So the shows were amazing and
the classic cartoon movies were my
favorite but what topped it off were
the Scooby Doo movies with the real
people; I thought they were so cool
and wanted to grow up to be just like
Daphne. She was by far the best.
‘With her stylish outfits and golden
long hair-always looking good-she
still fought crime and caught the

bad guys. I used to beg my mom to
stay up till 7pm on Sunday nights
when ABC Family would feature the
movies. It was what I looked forward
to all week.

Now, even though the movies
seem a little corny to me, they’re still
enjoyable and I love watching them
with my four-year-old sister who dies
of laughter every time we pop in the
old DVD.

I would recommend to everyone
of all ages, to take a day of relaxation
and go back to yester-year; the days



