By Peter Simonsen pon >

Oracle Staff Writer :

The Lady Spartans Basketball mncnn&
another victory at the Northern Region Fi-
nals on Monday against the TC Williams §
ns. After winning their Regional semi-
final game last Friday, the Spartans moved
on to defeat the Titans 46 to 41 to win the |

Both ﬁmEm H& mmonm each o&ﬂ 5.‘.
days before in the Patriot District mmﬁ_n .
which the Spartans also won.

“It’s hard to play the same team over
and over, but we worked hard and pulled
it through,” said junior April Robinson.

A pattern emerged quickly in the first f

Forensics carries on tradition

By Kelly Carlin
Oracle Editor

Monologues, memorization,
mastery.

The close-knit group of students
on the Forensic team has learned
these skills in an intense pro-
cess that involves lots of practice.

every day.

L1

and passing _an a ooumum.anﬁ _ama over
the Titans, who maintained a strategy of
hree-point attempts. Coordinated passing
¢ and shooting, particularly from Robinson
| and junior romwn Battle, helped the Spar-
o tans keep the edge. Fouls were common in
the first quarter on both sides, and m:nn_bm
. the penalty shots accounted for
points in the beginning of the game.

Among the starters, senior Nora Osei
* sprained her ankle in the first quarter, but
|| was eager to re-enter the game.

“I went back in anyway. I'm a senior
and it was the regional finals, so I just de- §
cided to do it,” said Osei. Osei managed to ¢

in the fact that Forensics isn
activity that students participate in

“] like that I do something that’s
more academically focused and
that most teenagers wouldn
preciate,” said Thompson.

The rest of the team also re-
Through their hard work, they’ve alizes that their Forensics skills

()

t an After winning ﬁwn District com-
petition, the team moved on to Re-
gionals on the February 23, where

_ they took another important vic-
tory. Landing first place ratings
at both competitions makes them
the favorite to carry their winning
streak into States.

“It’s been great to see how stu-

t ap-

Hwa Hm% mumnmum were ba _Sa by an
impressive wall of 300 orange-clad student
cheerleaders, who dominated the acoustics.
For the players, the crowd was _mm.,. as es-
sential to winning as training. .
} “I feel like we couldn’t win é.agﬁ
them. When they’re there it feels like we
. have home-court advantage,” said Wo_uE.

- Freshman started Amy Bergland agreed.
i “Tt’s like having our own cheerleaders,”
said Bergland, for whom the crowds chant
1 “She’s a freshman,” whenever she scores. -
| TC regained ground in the second half.
The Titans made several three-point shots

“We knew we had to show more heart
than we were, if we were going to come
back and win in the second half,” said ju- §
nior Jordan Miller.

Robinson made wmﬁ_.& key plays as
point guard; superior ball wmugrum by
her and Battle made way i ]
layups, which allowe
gain the lead.

After their SoEQ at Regionals, the |
Lady Spartans move on to the first round
: ow the mﬁma mbw_m. Their mmEm wmﬁumﬁ

mmm ..mmmxm a 2 o: Vm

earned a renowned reputation: Pa-
triot District Champions. For the
fifth year in a row, the moaoum_om
team has taken the ftitle.

“I’'m proud of us for working
hard, we do work hard. We practice
twice a week,” said senior and cap-
tain Claire Thompson.

Thompson, who placed first in
the Poetry Interpretation category

aren’t something that will fade out
throughout high school or provide
no contribution to future career
prospects. Forensics improves stu-
dents’ ability to speak proudly and
have confidence while doing so.
Jessica Friedel, another senior
Captain, also placed first in her cat-
egory, Dramatic Interpretation.
“I'm glad we were able to keep

dents grow in their time working in
this activity,” said English teacher
and Forensics coach Madeleine De-
lice. “[My favorite part is] watch-

ing students realize how much they

really can do, especially when they
start off thinking that they can’t.”
The team has put a lot of effort
into their performances, which in
the recent competitions, has paid

Jordan Ciinkenbeard
Seniors and Forensics Captains Jessica Friedel and Claire Thompson
practice their. speeches for competitions during a meeting. Both girls
placed first in their events at Districts.
tories, six second place .ibbo_.m,
and one third.

ous last year.
“This year, I s.ma to be mﬁm_ﬁm

at Districts, is just one of the many
team members who competed at
both competitions. She takes pride

our streak of winning alive,” said off.
Friedel. “I’'m glad we were able to
live up to people’s expectations.”

= Jordan Miller
Guidance counselor Jeff Stahl chats with one of his new
students for next year. The new system makes it so that one
counselor would be responsible for students in every grade
whose last names begin with a certain letter.

At Districts, 19 team members
placed, including 13 first place vic-

Next up on the road to success
is the state competition later in
March, where the team was victori-

Champions again,” said Thomp-
son. “I fully believe the team we
have this year can do it again.”

Counselors get all shook up

By Jordan Miller
Page One Editor

The counseling office is making changes to better serve
our students. .

Already students are being informed that counselor chang-
es are being made for next year. Although some are worrying
over the effects the changes will make, a new organization of
assignment for students and their counselors will benefit WS.
The new system will be beneficial to both students and coun-
selors. Rather than assigning counselors to student by grade
level, it will now be organized alphabetically.

“I think the decision will help the office run more effi-
ciently. Overall, it will help [counselors] and students,” said
guidance counselor Alex Gorman.

This year and in the past it has been especially difficuit for

counselors to give their students all the help required before

leaving high school. Each of the counselors is responsible for
around 300 students. Ideally, they would be able to sit down

and discuss every students concern whenever asked of them,
but currently time with individual students is limited. Besides
helping students, counselors have spent a large amount out-

 side of their offices providing informational units on things

such as college.

“This new organization will allow [counselors] to keep
more current and updated on what is happening at every
grade level, again allowing them to provide better services to
their students,” said Principal Paul Wardinski.

Other benefits of the new system include that rather than
only two counselors writing college recommendation letters
for one entire grade level, all eight will take part in the pro-
cess, increasing the focus counselors give to each essay. The
system will also benefit the families of students who have
more than one child at the school. Currently, it is possible that
each child would have a different counselor, which can be
frustrating for parents. ;
See “Counselors” on Page 5.
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FCPS to pay for AP exams

By Peter Simonsen
Senior Staff Writer

Fairfax County Public Schools
will be footing the bill for Ad-
vanced Placements exams once
again after a ruling by the state At-
torney General declared the mea-
sure illegal.

Last year to compensate for a
$203.4 million lack of funds, Su-
perintendent Jack Dale placed a
$75 fee per AP test for students.
The fees were part of wide effort
to raise money for FCPS; over 32
thousand AP tests are administered
every year, which ends up costing
the county over $2 million.

The measure to raise revenue
has been controversial. The not-
for-profit  organization Colleg-
eboard requires an $87 fee per test
to pay for graders and production.

Many school systems in the
country, including Los Angeles
Unified School District and the
New York Department of Edu-
cation, pay for student AP tests.
However, several smaller districts
forward the costs to the students.

By Sara Lepley
Viewpoint Editor

In Fairfax County, students
are required to take the AP tests
and will not receive credit for the
course, including the 1.0 weight
added to their GPA, if they refuse
to take the test.

On January 28, Virginia’s At-
torney General Ken Cuccinelli II
wrote a ruling in which he declared
that Fairfax County cannot require
students to pay for AP tests. Cuc-
cinelli wrote that powers granted to
Fairfax County do not allow it the
power to charge students for the
exams. :

“No statute authorizes a local
school board to impose fees for the
taking of tests,” wrote Cuccinelli.
“Because the Advanced Placement
Examination test is the required
end-of-course examination, it can-
not reasonably be viewed as a ser-
vice or program for which a fee
may be levied.”

Cuccinelli’s decision was based
on the powers allocated to Fairfax
County and not the actual question
of whether students should pay for
the tests.

News

It is likely the money
will either be returned
to the students, or
the County will make
AP tests optional.

However, the debate on whether
these tests, which can be used as
full college credits at some schools,
should be paid for by the students
has seen a variety of opinions.

Because some colleges accept
passing AP test scores as credit for
classes, some argue that the $75 fee
now is miniscule compared to the
price of taking a real college class.
Others argue that they are such an
integral part of the high school cur-
riculum that they should not need to
be purchased.

“The thing is that most people
don’t take AP exams for the col-
lege credit,” said senior Mustafa
Mokhtarzada, “most kids take them
because they’re trying to get into
college, and they look good on
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transcripts. Fairfax County is such
competitive area with so many kids
trying to get into good colleges that
they need to take [AP exams]. AP
tests are a necessity for most kids
to get into college, and so I think

that they should be part of the pub- -

lic school budget.”
Superintendent Dale is sched-

USA Toda)
Virginia’s Attorney General declared that Fairfax County cannot requre
students to pay for AP exams. This ruling is based strictly on the power:
given to the county; the debate on whether it makes sense for students tc
pay for these tests is still going on.

uled to meet with the School Boarc
in March to discuss what to do witt
the collected fees.

It is likely the money will eithe:
be returned to the students, or th
County will make AP tests optiona
this year. Although having already
paid for the tests, turnout is not ex-
pected to go down.

Drama finds success at VHSL One Acts

from an idea to a reality.
While the class had the first semester tc

IssalC amarD decnavdA snoitalutargnoC

For those who didn’t take part in the
VSHL One Act Competion, that was “Con-
gratulations Advanced Drama Class,” for
their top-tier performance of ‘slasreveR
neveS’ or Seven Reversals in Regionals.

The play, written by Alan Haehnel, re-
verses certain elements including blocking
and lines.

“] was in a scene where it was like ‘Clue,
except everyone was trying to prove them-
selves guilty instead of innocent,” said junior
Molly Keeter.

The script was harder than most because
the actors had to memorize abstract lines
and use a different process of thinking. The
plot and even some of the words run entirely
backwards, so the performers had not only
the task of understanding the play, but ensur-
ing that the audience understood it as well.

Other schools, such as Lake Braddock,
also had the advantage of a fully-equipped
stage.

“[We had] limited spotlights, differences
in the stage, and apparently their techs com-
municated telepathically,” said senior Kent
Kachejian.

If anything, the lack of advanced equip-
ment helped the cast by pushing them to fully
embody their talent and charisma.

3

Sara Lepley

The Advanced Drama Class placed second in Districts and fourth in Regionals with their per-
formance of “slasreveR neveS,” a play that reverses certain essential components.

While the complaints about the produc-
tion were practically nonexistent, the cast
members still felt a measure of nostalgia for
time and sleep.

“We .gave up Friday afternoons,” said
Kachejian. “I missed Friday afternoons—a
lot.” =),
The combination of lack of sleep and lack
of free time did not deter the cast from pull-
ing forward. Some schools started prepar-
ing months before ours did, so leveling the

23

By >:n< Gholson
Oracle Online Editor

playing field meant not only working during
class, but also spending hours after school
sifting through and rehearsing the convoluted
script.

“To be honest with you, I do not even
know how long we rehearsed,” said senior
Kathleen Barth. “Tt all felt like a blur.”

The cast was not alone in their pursuit.
Drama teacher Jo Levesque, the Theatre De-

‘partment’s booster parents, and of course the

tech crew helped transform the production

bond over assignments, “slasreveR neveS’
really tightened their friendships. The pro
duction was much more than a hobby o
something to put on their resume—it was :
chance to do what they love while being wit]
the people they love.

“It’s like having a second family,” sai
junior Billy Millard. “I mean shouting ‘FOI
NARNIA!” just before a play isn’t usuall
my cup of tea but it felt good to be soundin;
silly because I was doing it with my friends.

Once at the competition, the cast felt ner
vous but prepared and ready to have a goo
time. Despite the competitive aspect, the:
kept their cool.

“Going into districts our goal was to jus
be funny, put on a good show, and represen
our school well,” said junior Brittany Mor
gan. “After making it to regionals, our goal
didn’t change.”

Their approach worked, evident by bot
the laughs from the audience and their hig
ratings amongst the judges. After not expect
ing to even make it to regionals, placing 1
the top half is not too shabby. The cast le
with a second in Districts, fourth in Region
als and sense of accomplishment.

“It was great that I was actually doin
something with my life rather than sitting o
Facebook all day,” said Millard.

Marketing software imitates deals

Computer simulation provides real-life application

ing, find sponsors and licensing deals among other thing

skills and had fun.

chise to succeed.

state at one point.

" Andy Gholson
Juhior ‘Jake Ray, a student in Advanced Sports Marketing,
takes part in a simulation program that teaches the different
aspects of running an NFL franchise.

Thousands played, few won, and the rest learned new

During the latter half of the second quarter, students in Ad-
vanced Sports Marketing classes participated in a computer
simulation program called Virtual Business — Sports (VBS)
While students were leaming lessons in class through the pro-

gram, they were also competing against their peers across the
nation. The program tasks students with running all of the
advertising and marketing that is required for an NFL fran-

“It’s like you’re managing a virtual football team and you
have to do promotions and stuff and license your name to
businesses,” said junior Jake Ray, who ranked fourth in the

Some people might balk at students learning through
what would appear to be a simple two-dimensional computer
game; however, it is much more.

Through the game, they learned things like how to handle
promotion, develop ticket-pricing strategies, evaluate stadi-
ums and city locations, control stadium operations and staff-

time.

The game mimics real life and show what happens when yc
implement different policies over an accelerated period -

“[The kids] have fun doing it, but at the same time they &
learning a lot,” said Marketing teacher Vicki Petibon. “Th
see what happens when you get rid of security and how thin
start to get really crazy, or how if you don’t have enough pe
ple staffed in the parking lot accidents will start happen

[amongst other things].”
The point of the game is to minimize costs, while ma

mizing profits. Like real life, the right balance is often fou

through trial and error.

“I don’t really know how we [did so well]. We kind ¢
just experimented a couple times. We did poorly at
figured out how to do well and kept going off of that,”
nior Andrew Koenig, who at one point was

The key to the game’s suc
and allows them to enjoy I













Yearbook Staff Member
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you can buy, but for me it means looking and fe
sonal touches that make you, you. When I am
know that it is me because I dress quirky like Id
hairpin. Sometimes it is all about finding the o
wear. With spring fast approaching many peof
tops. I think that in the spring, floral patterns
many different kinds of floralsout there so as yt
be afraid to stick out from the crowd. It wasn't
from everyone, I wanted a North Face jacket ai
buy all of my clothes from American Eagle and .
to look like the masses. It is important to dress
other people will find it to be. Chances are the 1
your style.

nge from V-neck
8s to jeans and
rse to Nike
ketball sweats
Nike slides.
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Tor some it means having the fanciest clothes
eling your best. It is all about adding those per-
walking down the hallway, I like for people to
0. ] wear skirts and long socks, or I wear a weird
e accessory you could fit into every outfit you
le are going to break out their shorts and tank
re going to become quite prominent, there are
u won't look like everyone else at school. Don’t
too long ago that I was afraid to dress different
d I wanted to have boat shoes and I wanted to
bercrombie but then I realized there is no need
ow you want to no matter how odd you think
isk will pay off and people will want to emulate

DRESS
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IMPRESS
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.m._wn Editor =
My recent obsession .455 .?n..a_mﬁm_ac
- show “Psych,” is .E#am:g 8 say the very -
Vleast: e .
But it leads me to sﬂﬁ.ﬁ_m column: roé..
i ﬁo._uonoEm..m psychic. : o
So in case you have not seen the .mﬁoﬁ
it’s about this guy, Shawn (James Roday),
who starts off the series by getting arrested
~ but manages to get out of this minor jam by
telling the detectives he’s a psychic.

‘his lifelong friend,
to open a detective agency called,
guessed it, Psych.
There you go,

_ overview of my latest fixation. But what does
that have to do with a monthly advice ooEEn
you may ask? Well, I’m going to mE. :

_ secrets and steps to becor

Get actual psychic skills. It’s easier said
than done, trust me. To get people to believe

Gus (Dule Hill), decide
yep, you

course,

I just gave you the basic
El segundo paso (step two).
You have to get the fingers

move down perfectly before

_personally do it is

you have to predict something that
always has about a 50/50 chance of actually
being right, but that’s neither here nor there.
The main point is getting the style down.

-to-the-temple
you can start

off with your new psychic skills.

by using two

squinting in one eye to make it
I’m having a very important psychic
vision. It’s all in the wrist action, try doing it

Which is a complete and utter lie, and  you’re psychic, try having slight spasms and - a mirror a few times before you test it out.
like all lies, which grows bigger and bigger.  shout about “the spirits™ and how “they’re  El tres paso (step three).
It escalates all the way up to Shawn and calling you.” It works every time. Then of =~ To channel the spirits you alse require

TALKING

By Peter Simonsen
Senior Staif Writer”

‘Where were you when Kennedy was killed? Where were
you when the Berlin Wall fell? Where were you when Nixon
resigned? These are all questions that any adult would be
proud to answer, but here’s one for high school students:
Where were you three weeks ago?

There are some events that will clearly be major mile-
stones in history, markers which will take up the page of a
future textbook, and those who experienced them can proud-

_ly proclaim they were profoundly shocked when they hap-
pened. For our parents, and their parents before them, we
~can ask them where they were and what they were doing
during the Moon Landing, or when John Lennon was shot.

But what about our generation? September 11th will surely
come up in the conversation, but as a child, how much did
that really impact you?

Recalling historical events first hand gives everyone a
sense of belonging, an idea that they themselves are a part
of history, but to experience this you must comprehend the
implications of what has happened. With 9/11, certainly we
knew we were attacked, but as 3rd graders, how much did we
really understand? Like the Baby Boomers who went through
Kent State and Vietnam, what happens to the world now,
while we are young adults, is what our generation will get
credit for experiencing.

Two dictators of North Africa and the Middle East have
fled their countries within the span of a month. Protesters in
six countries have taken to the streets in the wake of repres-
sive regimes and terrible economies. As we, the youth of
America, watch as the youth of another country throws out
their dictator; the question on everyone’s mind should be if
_this will have an impact.

Certainly these momentous occasions will find a healthy
place in Tunisian and Egyptian history textbooks, but what is
uncertain still is whether the world will forever changed by
what has happened here. Will these be seen as “flash in the
pan” rebellions that were quickly swept away by time? Or
momentous victories for the common people that will reshape
the world?

We don’t know how history will remember these events,
but as we take an occasional glance at a news report about the
courage of Libyan protesters, let’s make sure we realize that
that newspaper article might just be what your grandchildren
will ask you about.

"~ While most of the headlines in the

’BOUT

]

newspaper will be

MY

GENERATION

The Week
During the revolution in Egypt, a protestor in Cairo holds
a sign telling the riot police to “Leave Mubarak.” It was a
monumental day for Egypt when former President Mubarak
stepped down from office and handed control to the military
on February 11, 2011 ?

hard pressed to get attention tomorrow, the fact is that his-
tory is being made all around us. These sweeping revolutions
in Egypt, Tunisia and perhaps other countries may be one of
those things that our generation will be able to brag about
remembering.

If Billy Joel’s “We Didn’t Start the Fire” were to be rewrit-
ten 20 years from now, which among the events. we’ve expe-
rienced would make the list? The destruction of the Space
Shuttle Columbia, the 2008 financial crisis, and President
Obama’s election are all likely candidates, but how many of
those will you be able to say you remember, let alone fol-
lowed?

Ask yourself, if Forrest Gump were a real person, having
experienced every major world event first hand, would he be
in Libya right now? Would you?

Perhaps the early months of 2011 will be m_Ommmm over in
a sentence or two by historians. But if they become some-
thing more, if they become significant, if they mark a turn-
ing point against tyranny in the Middle East and around the
world-- when I’'m asked about my generation, I’'m going to
say I watched as the world cheered for Egypt.

As Ferris Bueller once said: “Life moves pretty fast, if you
don’t stop and look around once in a while, you could miss
e
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let's get PSYCHic

an awesome sidekick: one that can fill in
the gaps that your psychic babble usually
leaves. If you cannot find a trustworthy
sidekick, I suggest you get new friends. -

De cuatro pasos (step four). .

Make obscure references to shows and
movies that practically no one has seen
in order to sound like you know exactly
what you’re talking about, and after awhile
people will just drown out everything
you’re saying all together. ..

So there it was, your intellectual guide
on becoming a psychic, it may not be

glamorous, it may not be pretty, but at least
you get to look super-cool while doing it.




