What happens at WS stays at WS

Students show school sp

By Kelly Carlin
Oracle Editor

3.

The dance wasn’t the exciting thing about the annual cel-
ebration, Spirit Week offered themed days that were also rel-

‘Winner, winner—chicken dinner.
This year’

thrills with its “Ocean’s 117 theme, providing students with a
chance to have a good time. Playing card decorations, Black-
jack tables and Vegas-themed tickets all contributed to a night
that transported students from Springfield to Sin City.

Students show school spirit at the Homecoming football
game by body-painting in blue and orange. The Spartans won

over South County in a 4th-quarter nailbiter.
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By Peter Simonsen
Senior Staff Writer

The PART initiative expanded this year
with the introduction of monthly “Do Your
Part” Spartan Times.

Last month, this designated time was
devoted to activities designed to show the

importance of being prepared, accountable,
respectful and truthful.

Another lesson, on bullying and cheating,
was featured this week.

The centerpiece of
PART is the weekly
Spartan Card drawing,
designed to recognize
students for taking re-
sponsibility.

Every Friday, the PART Committee draws
one card per grade level. Winners receive
prizes ranging from gift cards to Spartan
spirit wear and even football game, Home-
coming and Prom tickets.

“Spartan Cards and the Do Your Part pro-

. gram help morale. It also helps keep all the
teachers on the same page as far as promot-
ing good behavior,” said English teacher Ja-
mie Sullivan.

. The first special Spartan Time began with

s Homecoming dance brought all kinds of new

an Time

Monthly lessons reinforce program

evant, playing off the names of popular Las Vegas hotels. And
while the new Spirit Days were popular a few students missed
their chance to be odd.

“I missed Wacky Tacky Day,” said junior Isabelle White,
who enjoys participating in the festive week. Quite a few stu-
dents, however, sported togas instead, in a nod to being dif-
ferent.

In another difference this year, the celebrations were ex-
tended because of weather. In last Wednesday’s Powder Puff
games, the seniors and sophomores emerged victorious.

The Mr, Spartan competition let participants show off
their talents, too. Senior contestants performed everything
from movie scenes to popular song mash-ups, but all the acts
had one common theme: dancing. Although the competition
was tough, Senior Matt Barrett took the crown with his hilari-
ous and memorable tribute to “Blades of Glory.”

“Everyone had such funny skits this year and it was hard
to compete,” said Barrett, who also performed during his ju-
nior year. “The only reason I feel as if T won is because mine
was such a different kind of show.”

The evening’s performances showcased the skills of six
senior boys, including Barrett, Lee Gleason, Ali Kazmi,
Michael Kim, Glenn Shellenberger and Jake Trump. Even
though only one could win, they all exercised their avid en-
thusiasm and spirit.

“Tt says a lot to be nominated, but to actually win it has a
whole different meaning and all the hard work paid off,”said
Barrett.
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irit at the Vegas-

themed Homecoming

Andy Q._u__mo:

Senior Julie Burkhardt and her dad celebrate her new title of
Homecoming Queen, At halftime, she recieved roses from the
newly crowned Mr. Spartan, senior Matt Barrett.

With the week’s events wrapped up, Friday night brought
all devoted Spartan fans into the stadium. Spartan Football
played a relatively quiet game until the last forty-one sec-
onds, when we claimed our first points of the game and vic-

See “Homecoming” on Page 5.

a video from last year demonstrating various
ways students can do their part,, and was set
to the classic “Turn Back Time,” by Cher.

Overall, the video had a cheesy quality,
which prevented students in an all-senior
class from taking its message seriously.

“I think it was a good waste of time; my
whole class was like, ‘are you kidding me’?”
said senior Eric Phung,

After the video, students completed a
worksheet on how Qmoﬁm Washington did

—— his “part” for Amer-
ica.

“George  Wash-
ington will have no
impact on how we
behave; why not do a
modern day person?”
said senior Moira

Peter Simonsen

Lennon.
The PART campaign was started with a

$3,000 grant from FCPS as part of a three- |.*
part plan to improve the school culture.
Sullivan sees advantages in the program,

Here comes the sun

Assa Diaw

especially as it becomes more a part of school
life.

“The goal is to promote positive behav-
ior in students and it’s a great way to remind
them to be helpful; that’s never a bad thing.”

For the first time in three years, we celebrated Spartanfest on a sunny Saturday after-
noon, allowing school organizations to set up in the back parking lot. YOUnity'sponsor
Regina Taylor and junior Briana Smith helped sell out of the group’s traditional soul food
offerings. Groups did well on the beautiful fall day, including the Muslim Student Associa-
tion, which will donate their $770 in profits from food and Henna tatoo sales to charity.




9—The Oracle

Fairfax County is the nation’s 13" largest school system,
and after squeezing into the jam-packed classrooms, we do
not doubt it. 3

We house over 2,300 students, rivaling the size of some
colleges. This, however, is less than our
counterparts in Annandal.e whose student
body exceeds its capacity by at least 500.

There are some benefits to the overpop-
ulation. Increased numbers creates some
healthy competition, and if we do not like our friends, we
have more people to choose from. But in addition to depriv-

= : Sara Lepley
The limited space that classrooms are experiencing causes
students to have to deal with less one-on-one time with teach-
ers in class and during Spartan Time.

Viewpolnt

moo%u%m to personal bubbles

ing us of our wiggle room, it may take a toll on our grades.

Some teachers are requesting that students ask ahead of

time to attend their irregular Spartan Time to make sure there
is room, which is understandable. But if space is not available

and they are denied access, students may
find themselves in a bind. Staying after
school is not always an option, due to prior
obligations, no late bus; and so forth. If
students cannot receive the help they need,
that defeats the purpose of Spartan Time.

The increasingly slanted teacher to student ratio may
also take away educational opportunities. In a recent study
by Adam Gamoran of the University of Wisconsin-Madison,
students do better in smaller classroom settings. This is be-
cause it makes learning more intelligent, and the student re-
ceives more attention from teachers. :

Also, the more people crammed together the more rap-
idly sickness spreads. When we are smushed together with
all these snotty, coughing people we can imagine that we’ll
catch what they have. Plus the effect it has on the bathroom
lines is annoying. Especially when at least one stall always
isn’t working, we think we’ll take our chances leaving during
class.

There is not a whole lot we can do. It’s not like we can kick
out excessive students (nor should we want to). So while the
weather is still nice, we should take some classes outside. The
Japanese Garden looks like a fine Physics classroom, and the
fresh air will cleanse our airways. (Plus, what better place to
pick flowers for your date coming up this weekend than the
great outdoors?)

So until our school magically grows, remember “the more
the merrier”. And we might want to say good-bye to our el-
bow room.

Sara Lepley
The crowded classrooms provide the perfect opportunity for
students to create new friendships since students have to be-
come accustomed to the close quarters and see it more as an
option for more acguaintances than as overflowing.

Teens

“lagk

of money affecting studies

Students now face cost of calculators required for their math classes

By Anna Lehman

Entertainment Editor

Money’s on the brain, but is it in
my pocket?

“Money, money, money must
be funny in a rich man’s world.”
Abba was right, it really must be
funny to have enough money that
you can laugh at it, while the rest
of us laugh at the fact that window
shopping has become a new hobby
or that our parents won’t be willing
to shell out for that new video game
we want. My own parents say that I
have to earn my own money. What
does that mean, “earn” my money?
“Eaming money” is not really in
my vocabulary, words more like
“give me” or “spare ten bucks” are.
Alright, I'm being a little ridiculous
now, but when the parents can’t be
the only resort to get money, you
have to find a job and get money
the hard way, by working. Now that
your job is taking up most of your
time, school is your only resort to

the calculators for math when the;
used to let you borrow them out, i
frustrating. Calculators are needer
to finish homework assignments, st
it becomes stressful when student
do not-have access to one. I under
stand that some people are dishon
est and don’t always give back th
calculators but what about thos
who are honest? Now some stu
dents have to go out and buy the
own, when they may not have th
money. Going to school, I know, |
not going to be free of asking th
folks for some cash or maybe eve
you shelling out some yourselve
But if the stresses of paying mo
money for our education clash
with our whole high school exper
ence, it can put damper on our spi
its. T wish that the world was pe
fect, where money isn’t an obstac
for us. Unfortunately perfection,
least in this way, is not possible. £
until it is, I’ll be earning my ca:
and hopefully passing math on t
way. :

Anna Lehman

Kyle Burnett, junior, uses his calculator for math daily emphasizing the necessity that students have for their
calculators. So students who don’t have calculator would have difficulty getting their homework done.

that the current economy is not so  much they spend, it’s not so grand
hunky-dory, but when families are either. Spending money for school
becoming a little bit tighter on how supplies is a given, but paying for

be free of the boundaries of money.
But is it? Nope, school involves
spending some cash as well. I know
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Parking passes

Invading the neighborhood across the street not an option during school day

By Sam Perlstein
Features Editor

Attention! Illegal parking is no more.

Those who live in the neighborhood directly across from
the school now need a parking permit to prove they are a resi-
dent. . :
“If you live there, there is a sticker that says you can park,
said senior Emily Esposito.

The sticker is for residents only, but there is also a per-
mit that can be given to guests visiting during the school day.
One look in the car window is all that is needed. Violators
will be fined.

“It just says I can park here legally,” said Esposito.

To get a permit you have to prove you are a resident, prove
you have a registered vehicle and pay a fee. All that trouble
just so you can park on the street in front of your house.

“[t is a government conspiracy to make more money,”
sophomore Ricky Erazo.

Though it’s worth the money for some, not all residents
agree. Sophomore Katy Tyler is just out of the permit pro-
gram’s reach. Living over by Cardinal Forest keeps her from
enjoying the privileges the parking permit offers.

“It would be so much easier,” said Tyler, “it’s faster than
walking to school, just park and go instead of messing with
the senior parking lot.”

The permit makes a push for car pools, clearly rewarding
those who do. Just pile in one car and all you’ll need is one
parking permit.

This method would be completely legal unless the driver
was under 18 and therefore could not drive more than one
person outside immediate family, according to Virginia law.

“[ just have my friends park on my driveway,” said junior
"Rick Naramore who lives in the neighborhood.

2

2

said

News

Lisa Williams
The residential parking permits allow those who live on Grigs-
by Road and surrounding streets to park without the chance
of being fined by police. This ensures that residents have a
guaranteed spot to park and will not have to fight with stu-
dents over precious street space.

Finding parking near and around the school is a pain. Park-
ing in the neighborhood has always been an issue, and cops
would just give tickets to any car parked out front of a house.
Now the parking permits make their jobs easier because they
can spot those who don’t live there much faster.

“They went down our street and found one of our parking
permits and said it wasn’t valid,” said Esposito.

Even with the permits there seems to be trouble. The pass-
es were only meant to make it easier on the police to in force
the law and should not be anything to fret over.

“Just ask a resident if you need a pass,” said Esposito.
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provide problems for students

Lisa Williams
Signs all over the neighborhood make it impossible for peo-
ple to plead ignorance to the no-parking policy.

Sophomore Aladdin Abed walks to class with
his PSAT prep book. Once he is a junior, he
can participate in an SAT prep class.

By Eleanor Lamb
Features Editor

The trials and tribulations of many high
school students boil down to three simple let-
ters: SAT.

However, with a new online-driven prep
course, students can be assured that it is not
time to start sweating yet.

Many students have experienced and have
come to dread the grueling, four-hour cours-
es that eat up precious Saturdays. While this
course will be the same length, the idea is that
the online spin will hopefully make it more
effective way to learn.

Guidance counselor Michaelle O’Brien
believes this course will be a more innovative
and interactive learning experience.

“[Information] is attached to the booklet,
Keep in Touch e-mails to parents, also on
Blackboard under student services/testing,”
said O’Brien. ;

Though students always manage to fill up
the cafeteria anyway on those brutal Satur-
days, this course has been promoted widely
throughout the school.

Students accustomed to the furious
seratching of pencils will now have to get
used to rapid drum of fingers on keyboards.
The use of laptops rather than constant book-
work is the trademark change being brought
to this class.

Laptops are being brought in to quicken
the pace of practice work, grading, and over-
all brain-frying.

“The best part is the instant feedback.”
said O’Brien, “[students can see] areas
they’re having problems.”

While the bulk of the course will be oper-
ated on laptops, students will have to endure
one day of typical bookwork.

’Brien sees this kind of training as apro-
pos; it will benefit kids because the test they

| SAT goes to World Wide Web

are working so hard to prepare for is in this
format.

“[Since] the SAT is paper and pencil, 1
in 4 classes will be paper and pencil,” said
O’Brien.

A few studious Spartans share O’Brien’s
enthusiasm toward the new online course.

Junior Drew Mullins agrees that the lap-
tops will help kids figure out problem areas
and more efficiently help them overcome
those academic obstacles.

“It’s better. We can get more done because
it’s electronic and more fast-paced,” said
Mullins. ]

Junior Chris Ludwig harbors a simi-
lar eagerness toward the course; the instant
grading system and fast-paced laptops wil
provide the perfect atmosphere for students
trying to prepare for university.

“T’m excited,” said Ludwig, “I'm getting
the college intensity.”
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Senior Gina Reistrup carefully exam-
ines one of the bathroom wall's many
stories.

sipy statements and love proclama-
tions.

Reistrup ,
ing she sees and finds a piece that she
finds interesting.

Reistrup demonstrates how many stu-
WQE ts feel the need to join in on the
oraffiti activity.

Julie Parisi
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Julie Parisi

A large, nondescript black, white, and blue spray painted e . -
blob is just one of our restrooms’ many decorations. This said list, “WHO CARES?
graffiti is pointless, meaningless, and distracting. “Even though some of

Bl THE URITING

STUDENTS? RESPECT OF
THE ORACLEITES
WERE SENT INTO OUR
SCHOOL AND TOLD TO
mGo FIND & STORY."
ORACLE EDITOR JULIE
PARISI DID JUST
THAT. DISPLAYING
HER FINDINGS WITH
HER EXPOSE ON THE
EXCESSIVE GRAFFITI
IN OUR SCHOOL'S

The Oracle’s Sports Editor Lu

) 5 : : room in the Foreign Languag

_ E%iﬁ@@gmqu ; all of the writings every sing
By Julie Parisi
Oracle Editor

As Tommy Tutone’s st
strooms have recently b
to express their thought
relieve themselves.

“Jenny, Jenny, who cai
something I can hold on
like the others before, ¥
number on the wall.”

Most of the writing is
at unnamed people, thel
ly pointless. Various inil
stalls, with people profe
for “JB” and “NC.”

News flash: nothing g
you don’t want anyone t
exploits, then don’t writ
however, your goal is fi
figure it out, chances arn
Whoever wrote “tell her
you know that whoever |
ed for will probably: nes
your advice.

“I think it is just a stup:
down what they are afra
senior Moira Lennon.

For some unfathomab
find pleasure in listing
in the school, as exempli
that used to be in the |
language hall, as well as
guys” list in the math ha

As one student so arti

Thomas Ariale
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Thomas Ariale

is Lester shows his shame for the amount of graffiti adorning the walls of the boys’ bath-
> hallway. Many students, like Lester, are disgusted with the fact that they have to _co_m at

e day while using the facilities.

ng “Jenny” suggests, re-
pcome a place for people
5 and feelings instead of

I turn to? You give me
to. I know you think I'm
ho saw your name and

anonymous and aimed
eby making it complete-
ials are engraved on the
ssing their undying love

pod will come of this. If
0 know about your life’s
e it in a public place. If,

r a clever classmate to
_

_m this will never happen.

you're a lesbian,” I hope

his message was intend-
er see it, let alone heed

_E way for people to write
_na to say out loud,” said
|

_ﬁm reason, girls seem to
he most attractive guys
fied by the “hot guy list”
TmﬁEooB in the foreign
the “hottest sophomore
Iway bathroom.

culately wrote on top of

it is utterly stupid, some

of it is extremely rbmﬁoﬂm said junior Kyle Bur-
ﬂmﬁ .

One spiritual student wrote on a mﬂQQ note
“You are a Buddhist. T am a Hindu. Let’s be friends?
XOXO - Siddhartha.”

The problem with this message is that not only
is Siddhartha Gautama not a Hindu, he is the
Buddha. Unless at some point during his life the
founder of Buddhism decided to denounce the re-
ligion that he spent his entire life trying to create,
there is no reason why he would practice Hindu-
ism. If you feel the need to reference historical
figures, please make sure to do your research be-
forehand.

“It makes the bathrooms more interesting,” said
senior Emily Cox. “When I'm having a bad day, I
know there will be something written in a stall
that will make me laugh.”

A certain student who believed she had the
power to unleash the school basilisk wrote a word
of caution in no less than three of the girls’ re-
strooms, warning students that “the Chamber of
Secrets has been opened.”

To any and all enemies of the heir, I advise you
to beware. And try not to hide in any bathrooms
crying about petty insults, lest you be turned into
a gloomy ghost mooEmm to haunt the .Smmﬁ plumb-
ing.

While some messages are amusing, please keep

~your pen to yourself. It is unnecessary and it

makes our school look bad, not to mention it’s
illegal if written directly on the stall. So don’t be
like Jenny, and don’t write your phone number in
the bathrooms for people to call for a good time.
Just take care of your business, and go back to
class.

WALL

E DOWN THE DRAIN










By Sam Perlstein
Features Editor

Sarcastic and edgy Emma Stone, as Olive
in “Easy A,” steals the show and everyone’s
hearts.

Quirky teenager Olive Penderghast is av-
erage, so she tells some lies and some more
lies. Olive gets everyone to believe she lost
her virginity and gets paid to pretend to do it
with the socially downtrodden.

Olive becomes the real life Hester Prynne.
Yep, “Basy A” is just another adaptation to
world class English literature, only this time
Stone takes the A.

The Scarlet Letter, written by Nathaniel
Hawthorne, is a classic that has been made
much more accessible through Olive’s sar-
castic lines and blaring Lady Gaga music.

“Easy A” starts of as one of those “chick
flicks,” but soon, with the introduction of Mr.
and Mrs. Penderghast’s strange parenting
behavior, it becomes a feel good film taking
its rightful place next to “10 Things I Hate
About You” in the date night hall of fame.

Just as “10 Things I Hate About You”
takes Shakespeare’s famous play The Tam-
ing of the Shrew and sets it in modern times,

* high school.

“Easy A” takes the theme and essence of The
Scarlet Letter and drops it into a suburban

It has Jesus-worshipping mean girls,
provocative best friends and a collection of
surprising “love” interests all rolled into one
movie.

“Easy A” spurts out a whole package
of characters, each with their own distinct
stereotype and loud personality, who are
brought to life by a variety of charismatic ac-
tors and actresses. From Amanda Bynes and
Penn Badgley to Stanley Tucei and Lisa Kud-
row, you don’t have go far to see the people
you love to laugh with. :

With random references to pop culture
classics like “Sixteen Candles” and John Cu-
sack’s abnormally large boom box, you have
to give credit to-the ingenious minds.behind
today’s filming industry; they have finally
figured out that the 80s produced the best
movies and stopped fighting it.

The 80s were when people ditched the
books and headed to the theaters, and “Easy
A” brought that back for our enjoyment.

Emma Stone made the whole nine dollars
I spent to see “Easy A” worthwhile.

By Kelly Carlin
Oracle Editor
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Betty White may not be getting any younger, but her hip per-
sonality and witty humor keep her young to fans.

If there’s one thing the people of America need to say to
Betty White, it’s “thank you for being a friend.”

The 88-year-old has had a resurgence of popularity in re-
cent years, particularly with young people who were not pre-
viously exposed to her career.

Featured in popular movies such as “The Proposal” and
the soon to be released “You Again,” White’s fame has sky-
rocketed, making her a household name, and providing nfany
new fans.

“She’s hilarious and if she were forty years younger, she
would be amazing,” said junior Daniel Breedlove.

Betty White originally gained fame on the 1970s hit, “The
Mary Tyler Moore Show,” and her popularity grew even more
when she played Rose Nylund on “The Golden Girls.” After
the conclusion of these television favorites, White’s fame was
enough to keep her popular, providing guest voice over spots
on “The Simpsons” and “Family Guy.”

In January, a campaign was started by fans on Facebook
that begged NBC’s “Saturday Night Live” to feature Betty
White as the host. That May, their efforts paid off.

White became the oldest person to ever host “Saturday

Dose

Emma Stone has appeared in “House Bunny” and “Superbad,” both famous teen comedies.
Adding “Easy A” to her list of roles sets Stone apart as an up-and-coming comedic actress.

Rock on, Betty White

Coming back cooler than ever before

Night Live,” bringing in the highest ratings in two years. The
performance was so memorable that White won an Emmy in'
the Outstanding Guest Actress in a Comedy Series category.

During the Super Bowl, she was featured in a Snickers
commercial that won the top spot on the USA Today Super
Bowl Ad Meter. :

White is an avid animal rights activist. She has posed for
a calendar for the Morris Animal Foundation, featuring her -
posing with various animals. The profits from the calendar
went to the foundation, dedicated to help animals in need.

In July, White launched her own clothing line with prod-
ucts featuring her face. The money earned from these pur-
chases was then donated to animal charities she supports.

“She’s the epitome of humor,” said senior Jessica Friedel.
“She’s sassy and classy.”

Even at 88, Betty White is regarded as one of the funniest
contemporary actors today, having a hotter career than star-
lets half (and a fourth) of her age.

Her hit sitcom on TV Land, “Hot in Cleveland,” was re-
cently renewed for a season two that commences filming this
October. White also appeared in this seasons premiere of
NBC’s “Community.”

“I think she’s awesome,” said senior Kristine Krieger, “be-
cause she’s Betty White.” ‘

A thousand suns shine on Linkin Park

Band takes new direction with recently released album

By Sam Goldwasser
Managing Editor

“A Thousand Suns,” Linkin Park’s newest
album, is taking the band in a new direction.

The album focuses on nuclear war and
other general themes of warfare. Generally
known for being an alternative rock band,
Linkin Park takes their music to a different
place by featuring a few hip-hop songs on
their album. ‘ .

“I like their music. It speaks to me and the
lyrics actually have meaning, which is hard
to find with music these days,” said senior
Robert Hutchinson.

It was Linkin Park’s goal to make this new
album more cutting edge and different. They
found their inspiration for it from a quote in
the Hindu Sanskrit text, the Bhagvad Gita
which says: “If the radiance of a thousand
suns were to burst at once into the sky that
would be like the splendor of the Mighty
one.” ‘

“We’ve been used to making a certain
type of music and using sounds to accom-
plish that. So to break out of that and push

Linkin Park’s new album, “A Thousand Suns,” is very intriguing and different
hard to top their highly rated album “Hybrid Theory,” Linkin Park is again setting the bar high.
With new serious and intricate songs, Linkin Park is ready to wow the music world.

ourselves to grow is definitely challenging,”
said the band’s drummer Rob Bourdon in an
interview with Billboard Magazine.

The band’s main goal in producing such
an experimental and different album was to
sound more organic and less technical.

“Their new album is way different than
anything they’ve done before,” said Hutchin-
somn, “it’s good, but, you know, out there.”

Fans responded well to the band’s new
album, topping the Billboard 200 chart with
241,000 copies sold. However, as with any
type of experimental music, the band re-
ceived mixed responses from critics with
some hating the album, while others raved.

“We wanted to make sure everything was
top quality,” said the band’s singer Mike Shi-
noda.

The album also features a track with the
highly political hip-hop group Public En-
emy, and samples of famous speeches, such
as Martin Luther King Jr’s “I have a Dream
Speech”.

“I am glad they decided to do try some- .
thing new, it turned out really well,” said
Hutchinson.

) Starpulse
Although it's
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Nowhere to go, nothing o watch

By Summer Claveau
ETC. Edifor

I sincerely believe that TV has taken a turn for the worse:
In fact most entertainment has, but I seem to be par-
ticularly picky about this topic.. Personally, if I’'m going to
-~ dedicate my time every week, or even a spot on my TiVo
every week, I need moﬂonunm that continually captures E%

~ attention.

I mourn the death of “Lost” mde Wednesday. A great

23

sci-fi mystery thriller show is due to replace it Yes, “Fringe

is alright when you’re really bored, but everything else just
seems repetitive. I don’t want to see anymore futuristic men
‘with the power to read minds and in the mean times Ema a

_ cute loye story MB& abad h me life, blah blah Emﬁ

. Irequest s mouun oﬂmﬁm_ J~ W@o%&nm H.._E Euam mHm ém%.

o common.

Reality TV is mﬁo noﬂ g&mﬂ it ﬁmma 8 be. I Emﬁm.éﬁm...

: - CelebReality, particularly Bret Michaels. -

Simon Cowell is also to blame. I know mum summer ﬁ.d. :
- all followed the death of “American Idol”. Tt is now a living

zombie, trying to prosper in the entertainment world. But

come on, waiching American Idol die has wnan more oEE..

taining than the last couple seasons. :
= The reality TV fad that has mmﬂoﬂmq seemed 80 omcm_uﬁ
~ on is one sampled from an actually amnmﬂ .H.< show. The fad
I am referring to is “Housewives”,
Even though “Jersey Housewives™ is hilarious, I've come
_to boycott everything Jersey ever since Snooki hit the scene.
My favorite Housewives m_uoi g C. Hanmoﬁaﬁm:. It’s
like watching my rich friends parents fight. They also try

 SOMETHING

. A:m:@.gansgma here!

~ Even though this family seems bored, they don’t know
_how good mzm‘:ms.m it... _.:n_zm.mm__.m:a_.n_._m.ow__m_‘ TV rm:n
shows offer more quality television.
to plan parties as if they were in the L.A. scene. It’s hard to

captivate a large audience with so much east coast ﬁo_:unm
: HBO seems to be the only channel that has anything
worth watching now-a-days. “Entourage” is frequently re-

~ corded at my wnEmo wﬁ the thing m&oﬁmmo is not everyone
getsit.

wmm_om:% this is a small om: wom all Ea.mmm TV watchers

; oﬁ there.

Send letters to our local @ornﬂmum cm_rnm for
Z\-J‘: The people are &:bm mow some
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By Sam Perlstein
Features Editor

Either at the bottom of my backpack, or the bottom of my
locker, those tricky black and blue pens just want to make my
life miserable.

T cannot count how many pens I have had disappear under
my watch. Even in the middle of a timed writing, I could be
writing away, when my pen will simply slip from my hand
and clink on the floor.

Then my pen has the nerve to roll across the floor, till it
knocks into somebody’s foot. Fortunately, distracted students
remain oblivious. i :

I then have to get up and politely ask that certain some-
body to pick it up, then I would have to explain to my teacher
the issue. The whole situation causing quite the scene.

In other words, pens simply do not like me.

1 know it’s not just me, because I see hundreds of lost pens
all over WS. I think to myself how lonely they must be, feel-
ing forgotten and unloved.

Then there are the cruel pens that die at random. Their
excuse is that they ran out of ink. Yeah right!

I know they are lying. All I do is put the cap on and shake
it a bit and it works again. Then, I write another sentence and
it dies again, repeating the process.

It makes me want to scream.

Semewhere down there, there must be a pen limbo, where
all the lost and dead pens go, while I sit up here, pen less.

I would, if I could, tie a string to my pen and tie the other
end to my wrist. Then I wouldn’t lose my pen and it could be
a pen bracelet, a useful and fashionable accessory.

But I have a feeling my pen would slip from my grasp
still, and just dangle there. Yet still, I could jump up and
down doing cartwheels and my pen would hang there, ready,
at my fingertips.

Where ever I go, my pen would be there like a best friend.
I could put a stop to pen limbo. Lost pens everywhere would
rejoice for their lives would not end in vain, and I would be
a hero.

Wordpress
Many students show their m—.<_m by writing with pens that ex-
press their personality. The problem with these special pens
is that once you lose them, they’re gone forever. -



