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mﬁmnmbm dance 90:. way to New York

Four team captains earn spot to ﬁmﬁ@wﬁ in the T, wa:\a%:;:% Day Parade .

By Sara Lepley
Oracle Staff Writer

Every day at 3 p.m., the cafeteria is trans-
formed from an empty dining hall to an ani-
mated stage for the dedicated athletes that
compose the dance team.

The team competes in various competi-
tions and performs for the school, but this
fall four girls will experience a more univer-
sal performance.

The four captains, Riley Oﬁoﬁwﬁ Chel-
sea Kopf, Kate DeClark, and Hannah Ermnst
will be showcased at the Big Apple, squeezed
somewhere between the blimps and floats
that decorate the Macy’s Day Parade. They
earned their spot over the summer at an in-
tense dance camp at James Madison Univer-
sity.

“It’s a huge honor to perform in such a big
event, and I know I'll always remember it,”
said senior Chelsea Kopf. Not only will it be
an honor and a chance to show off their skills,
they will get to see Billy Elliot on Broadway,
The Rockettes Christmas Spectacular, and
explore New York, giving even more reasons
to count down the days.

“Words can’t even begin to express the
anxiety that grows everyday that we grow
closer to going,” said junior Hannah Ernst.

The dancers will be -performing with
girls from all over the nation, including their

The backstage standouts

Theater Arts students rewarded for hard work

By Nicole Brigham
Page One Editor

The Drama Arts students represented our school in front of
the Virginia Theater Association Committee with award win-
ning sets and costume designs.

Two of our juniors placed highly in the costume design
division. There were 18 students entered in this group. Usu-
ally seniors are the only students who place in the top five, but
our juniors showed the judges their talent. Junior Julia Staron
came in second place in the costume design section and was
proud of her achievement.

“It was an all-state competition, so naturally it was in-
tense,” said Staron. :ﬂﬁ judges were harsh, UE I still got a
good review and score.”

Junior Amanda Mueller also placed highly in the costume

‘design division. She designed two costumes for characters.

In entering the competition, she sent in her costume sketches
along with an explanation as to why she chose to design them
the way she did. The judges gave her positive comments and
some constructive criticism, and ended up ranking her fourth.

“I was really shocked that two juniors from our school
scored so highly,” said Mueller.

Although new to our drama program, freshman Rebecca
Waldrop placed fourth in set design. She is the first Spartan
freshman ever to place in the set design category.

“I was totally not expecting to place,” said Waldrop. “The

Nicole Brigham
Senior Batul Rizvi, the recipient of the Virginia Technical The-
ater Scholarship and junior Julia Staron, who came in second
place in the Costume Design competition, put together a set
for the school’s weekend production of “Is He Dead?”

experience was enjoyable, and the judges gave me good cri-
tiques on my set design that will help me place higher next
%GmH‘uu .

Senior Kent Kachejian received an All Star Cast award for
his performance in the one-act play that WS Drama put on,
entitled “The Greek Mythology Olympia Ganza,” a spoof on

. See “Awards” on Page 5.

tmn.mﬂmo‘m*. Fred Kopf
Dancers Riley O’Rourke, Hannah Ernst, Chelsea Kopf and Kate DeClark earned a spot to

perform in the Macy’s Day Parade over the Thanksgiving holiday. Among the decorated floats,
huge balloons and crowds of people, they will be showing off their talents, honed on the team
that one Nationals last year. The girls will get the chance to experience all NYC has to offer.

]

It's a huge honor to
perform in such a big
event, and | know ['ll
always remember it.’

—Chelsea Kopf,

senior

friendly rivals, the Bartram Trial from
Orlando, Florida. They will perform a
different style then they do for West

Springfield, not that it fazes the girls.

“To be honest, it has better chore-
ography so I'm not really worried,”
said junior Riley O’Rourke. Chore-
-ographers Michelle Edwards and
Liz Rifino put together a pompom
routine that corresponds will the

cheerleader-esque name of the

group, Varsity Spirit. The sunny
dance follows a Beach Boys melody.
“The dance is absolutely adorable,” said
Ernst. Equally adorable may be their cos-
tumes, which the girls already received. Af-

ter always wearing baggy pants and the oc-
casional Halloween costume to perform, the

See “Macy’s” on Page 5.

Karen Brown
The Kristi’s Christmas annual giving event takes place
this year on December 4. The group wants to expand its
outreach and is looking for Spartans to do their PART,

Kristi’s Christmas
seeks volunteers

Kristi’s Christmas, a local program designed to pro-
vide needy Fairfax County children with the basics in
life, is looking for a few good Spartans.

The group, named for Kristi Brown, a 1986 WS
grad who died in a car accident on the Beltway the
summer after her first year at UVA, reaches out to the
least fortunate in our community with clothing, food,
books and toys.

Countless Spartans over the decades have volun-
teered for the yearly event, which this year takes place
from 7:40 a.m. to Noon on Saturday, December 4.

Spartans who wish to make a difference should con-
tact Karen Brown at Karen@karenbrownrealtor.com.
Please see Page 14 for more information.
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: Jerney Davis
Senior and Muslim Student Association President Jahanara

Hoque gives a henna tattoo to senior Meredith Knowles.
Hoque spent her time at Spartanfest working hard with MSA.

November 19, 2011

Muslim Student Association rakes it i1
Spartanfest successful for MSA'S fundraising effor:

By Sam Perlstein
Features Editor

The unique ethnic smells wafted across the parking lot,
and with them, the signs of true success.

The Muslim Student Association raised almost $800 at
this year’s Spartanfest and it really comes as no surprise. The
group wants to use the funds to help people in need.

The art of fundraising is the trickiest for clubs to master.
The “who’s” and “how’s” of getting people to support your
club and buy your products don’t always have an easy an-
swer. To make even a little bit of money after they subtract
spending costs, clubs really have to hustle. That is except, for
the MSA, which had an hour’s wait for tatoos at last month’s
fundraiser and a constant crowd around the food table.

“[The MSA] have people looking forward to eating food,”
said sponsor Kevin Greata. Between the kabobs and the hum-
mus and the long line for henna tattoos, the MSA knows how
to raise money. ;

The club also got another mega-bonus because they didn’t
have to pay for their unique cuisine; it was all made by sup-
portive parent volunteers. And, with a little bit of Arabic
mood music, the atmosphere was in their favor.

23

“The food is just our culture,” said senior Jahanara Hog
MSA president. Not all groups, after all, can sell auther
kabobs. “Do things you wouldn’t find in everyday situation
said Hoque. :

With all that success, the MSA now has more in their b
account and needs to start making decisions on how to use
Group members want to bring in more speakers to prom
awareness of their culture. They are also planning to h
more fundraisers as well.

They plan to use the money for club events they also
aside a portion of the profit to donate to various charities.

The MSA plans to send funds to “third-world countries
help them out with food and clothing,” said Hoque.

There are many relief efforts to choose from, but Ho

- wants to donate to help victims of recent Pakistani floods

which left more than 21 million people affected and 12 r
lion in need of emergency food aid.

Hoque wants to thank all the MSA members who chip;
in to help out during Spartanfest, the school’s annual c
fundraising fair.

“There were a lot of groups that worked really hard,” s
freshmen and MSA member Amna Gurashi.

Stamping creates more difficulty in skipping

Anti-signature strategy hopes to deter those who work around the system

By Anna Lehman
Entertainment Editor

Hello efficiency, goodbye forgery. This
year a new system has been put into place,
and are instead of signatures teachers are to
use stamps for passes. These stamps were
given to each and every teacher, so far prov-
ing to be a fast and easy way to distribute
passes, The first ones to start the trend were
the librarians

“There are so many students that come
here, using a stamp allows the teacher to eas-
ily recognize were they came from,” said li-
brarian Susan Salpini. '

Before the stamps came into play students
got away with forgery much more easily,
faking teacher’s signatures or just re using
old passes. Although students are still able
to erase the time or date, the stamped name
of a teacher will be easily traced back to the
teacher who the stamp belongs to. Tackling
the issue of pass forgery allows students less
freedom when skipping or being purposeful-

number two cut down on forgery, every
is accountable student and teachers,” said
ministrator Richard Griffin.

Although beneficial there are some pr
lems with it as well. During a lesson, teact
may find it difficult to grab both their sta
and ink to fill out a pass, which it not v
easy if they are occupied. If a student
misplaced their planner, they instead g
stamp on their hands or on pieces of pa
Some students use throughout the day to tl
own benefit.

“T think it was much easier for a teac
to write their signature, rather than look
for a stamp,” says junior Alexis McEntire

With every success, there is a flaw. 1
with all the good they bring their flaws
be overlooked. The forgery of passes °
always occur. If used in earnest or not,
stamp or system will fully end the strug
The knowledge that the stamping will
a damper on this struggle should put at
dance officials at ease.

ly late to class. Skipping has always been an
issue but perhaps the new stamps will keep
some from the frequency of it. i

“They help with number one consistency,

Administrative Assistant Mary Halfhill stamps a pass for a student visiting the Student Ser-
vices Office. Although the stamps get rid of the ability for students to forge passes, they can
be inconvenient for teachers who would rather hand write a pass to get it over with quickly.

Anna Lehman “So far, I haven’t seen any of this }
pening, probably because the kids here
honest,” said Theatre Arts Director Mar;

Levesque.
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Moira _..m.azoa
Junior Danny Fraedrich played guitar for sophomore Bella Lucchesi as
she sang “Unwritten,” originally a Natasha Bedingfield hit.’

instrumental during junior Andrea Hamilton’s performance of “Faliin’ for

You,” a Colbie Caillat song.

By Sam Perlstein
Features Editor

Big trucks, orange cones, and utter confu-
sion. Ah construction. The unfinished Roll-
ing Road alterations and Fairfax County
Parkway extension are making it hard for
students to get around. i

What used to be a small, two lane road
bordered by trees on either side, has been
transformed into something resembling a
highway.

“It’s really unlike any other part of the
parkway and the first few times was really
confusing,” said senior Vicki Knabe. “It is
not that well marked and was kind of scary”.

The number of cones, unusable lanes, and
confusing detour signs are overwhelming,
especially to new and inexperienced drivers.
1t’s hard to tell where the parkway ends and
Rolling starts and what part of the road is
blocked, or even when some guy wearing a

- helmet will randomly appear.

“The first time I drove on it, I just kept

seeing all these cones flying at me, it was ter-
rifying,” said junior Haley Spicer.

College fairs lead to higher education

Fair Oaks ’college fair provides students with key information on colleges

By Nicole Brigham
Page One Editor

Lisa Williams
Senior Katelyn Crompton looks on as senior David Jo plays guitar as the

News

By Lisa Williams
Oracle Editor

Music soothes the soul—and
raises money for the athletes of
Special Olympics.

On November 16, seniors Beth
Clapsaddle and Katelyn Cromp-
ton put on their “Special Olympics
Benefit Concert” to raise money for
the cause. They put on the concert
both to fulfill their Capstone proj-
ect requirements and for the good
of the Special Olympics.

Clapsaddle originally got in-
volved with Special Olympics three
and a half years ago, as a volunteer
figure skating coach. She gives up
some of her own time every Satur-
day to coach.

“] started to coach when some
friends got me involved. I liked it a
lot because skating was starting to
feel like a job and coaching made it
fun again,” said Clapsaddle.

The girls recruited performers
by announcing auditions of Face-
book and holding auditions three
weeks ago. Both girls are active
in the WS Choral Department, so
many of the other members of the
Madrigals, Personality, and the
various other chorus classes joined
their ranks and performed at the
8 show. Seniors Moira Lennon, Kelly
h Allen, David Jo, ].D. Fortney, and
Jenn Butts, juniors Hannah Ernst,
Danny Fraedrich, Andrea Hamil-
ton, Devon Winslow, sophomores

November 19, 201C

and Bella Lucchesi, and freshman
Haley Lipton all took part, either
singing or providing some form of
musical entertainment. \

“] wanted to play. It was a really
great opportunity to raise money
for Special Olympics,” said Butts.
“[ wanted to help [Clapsaddle] and
[Crompton] out with their Capstone
t00.” .

About 100 people came to the
concert, both in support of their
friends performing and in support
of the Special Olympics.

“It was a lot more successful
than we thought it would be, and
we raised a lot of money for Spe-
cial Olympics, and a lot of Special
Olympics athletes were there,” said
Crompton.

One Special Olympic athlete,
Kirsten Stone, was highlighted dur-
ing the concert. She was the desig-
nated Keynote Speaker, and gave

a speech about how students and

their parents can get involved in
Special Olympics.

“My favorite part was the Key-
note Speaker,” said Lennon, who
sang two songs on her own and
played the accompaniment for an-
other song. “I liked that she was
able to communicate with us on a
personal level and make a personal
connection.”

The concert raised almost $600
for Special Olympics. The compa-
ny will use this money to purchase

Special concert for Special Olympics

What is not used for equipment
will go into a general fundraising
account for later use.

“] can’t stress how impressed I
was with the performers and to see
all the people there to support us,”
said Clapsaddle. “T was surprised
but really happy to see the number
of people who showed up.” [

The atmosphere of the concert
provided people with the desire to
donate to the cause. Seeing all the
Special Olympics athletes so enthu-
siastic and happy to be at the con-
cert really made the whole experi-
ence worthwhile.

“It was extremely heartwarm-
ing. [Stone] gave a great speech at
the end of the concert, and all the
performances were great,” said se-
nior Mike Hess, who attended the
concert.

At the conclusion of the con-
cert, Stone urged the audience to
visit volunteertocheer.org, a pro-
gram which allows people to sign
up to go to Special Olympic events
and cheer on the mentally disabled
participants. She told the audience
how much it helps to hear people
cheering you on when you feel like
quitting, -

“All the athletes look forward
to going to practice all week,” said
Crompton. “Most of the time, they
are outcasted but at Special Olym-
pics they don’t have to worry about
people judging them and they can

Ashley Frost,

Michael Wilson,

Construction on Rolling Road has begun, stretching down past the parkway. The construction

equipment for events of all sports.

..,.E.:wt Davis

has provided a more stressful commute for students.

The new construction makes it slow work
getting to school for students who live in that
area. The traffic increase and insufficient

about the courses they offer and the requirements for accep-

It’s that time of year again, when seniors apply to college
and juniors begin the hunt for the perfect school. One useful

tool in this search is college fairs.

“Last year’s college fairs were very helpful in learning
about out of state schools and schools I have never heard of,”

said senior Lindsay Victor.

The most recent college fair was at Fair Oaks Mall and had
a great turn out. College fairs are good for a first look into col-
leges and might even open your eyes o schools you might not
have been interested in before. These events can be packed,

and they are not just a social event.

But if you do not have a game plan for visiting booths, it

can be a waste of time.

for specific colleges.

Some of the representatives from visiting colleges are also
part of the acceptance process, and creating a relationship
with them will better your chances of getting accepted.

The WS Career Center has representatives from many col-
leges who come daily to the school. All students are invited

to attend as long as you stop by the Career Center to get a
pass before. Any college that visits the high school comes
in through the career center and

«giudents should definitely attend the college fairs, if they  information for students-i

are prepared,” said Career Center Specialist Hannah Hurlburt. ;
One way to try to plan for a college fair visit is by bring- " college nights, or in the
ing pre addressed labels so you can skip long lines and still  to see if she can co g
receive information about colleges you are interested in. Tt is ; &
also important to come with prepared, thoughtful questions to
asgk so you can get the most out of the experience.
“The college fair booths had a lot of useful information

send ar Lath
“1 fhink it is great

are interested in,” said

tance,” said junior Hannah Houghton. “The only downfall
was the long lines and so many people in one place.”

If college fairs seem too disorganized for you, college
nights at local high schools could also be helpful. These
events are on a bit smaller scal

- 1f a college you are intereste

making sure wWe can meet ve

open lanes all add minutes on to the school
day commute.
“] have had to leave almost ten minutes

e and have breakout sessions

Hurlburt will always have
in attending.

just have fun.”

earlier than I used to,” said senior Eileer
Hager. “And I have to sprint out of school as
soon as the bell rings and leave right away sc
that I can make it to work on time.”

The construction also comes up very sud
denly with little warning to the obstruction:
ahead. The lack of wamning makes the al
ready confusing and distracting constructior
even more potentially dangerous to drivers.

“Tt came out of nowhere. All of sudden
was driving on the new part of the parkway
with no idea how 1 got there and no idea hov
to get back,” said Knabe.

The new extension has also caused in
creased traffic on the old parts of the parkwa
making driving on it from 4 PM to about 6:3
difficult and slow going. -

What was supposed to decrease traffi
and cut time off has done the exact oppc
site. As time progresses, hopefully there wi
be a change in the negative effects this ha
brought. y

“Maybe once it’s all done everything wi
go more smoothly, but right now it’s just ho
rible and confusing,” said Spicer.

Rolling Road traffic no longer ‘rolling’ along

3







South Lakes High School’s auditorium
| was renovated as well as the rest of the
.. _mowo&mssognga.m.

& Thomas A. Edison High
School in Alexandria, VA is
being renovated right now.

T.C. Williams High School is known
& around the district for its renovatios.

¥ The huge school looks almost like a
@ prep-school or college campus.

The Or

acle

LOOKING FOR
FIXIN

If by some miracle we
manage to live past 2012’s
impending doom, there
is one thing we can look
forward to: the building
renovations in 2015.

We have been waiting
our entire high school ca-
reers for this. Even though
it won't affect many of the
present attendees of WS
at all, it's still a huge step
forward for the future of
our school and we should
all be grateful for it.

2021 was our original
date for planning to begin
for our renovations. To put
this in perspective, they

- would only have impacted

students currently in the
fourth grade or younger.
However, thanks to the
work of our administra-
tion, parent groups such
as SOAR, the FCPS School
Board, and several local
news stations, we have
moved up ten years on.the
list.

“We needed to help the
schools that were in dire
situations, and | thought

G OL

you were,’ sai
Board memb
sher.
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The destruction of the historic gym
called “The Garden” at T.C. Williams
High School was visible from the street
as people drove by. :

Supervisor Pat Herrity, left, and Delegate Dave
Albo, right, speak in front of our school about
any possible ways we can make our school better
in appearance. Both former Spartans, they try to
give back to their hometown community as much
as possible.

d School
er Liz Brad-

ministrative workplace.
Planning will begin
sometime in 2011, and
construction will begin in
2013. It should take about

,_:J\m other

'schools i two years for a majority of

don, Oakton, A, the building to be finished,

and Langley. B but all the extra additions

oldest schools 8 will require another year
. and WS is in # oryearand a half to com-

e school was il plete. If all goes as planned,
66, and is in ¥ the school should be good
irtant fixes in # as new by about 2016.
in operation. ! % e :
_ Until then, minor reno- Hayfield Secondary School was

the building §l vations will take place one of the first schools in this area
ition when it il around the school. In ad- to be renovated, partially.
the normal il dition to the bathrooms

when extra 8 inthe Sports Lobby that
dded into § were improved in 2008, the
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By Kelly Carlin
Oracle Editor

Bill Murray, block fonts, and witty conversation with
vocabulary the average fourth grader would net understand.
This is the basic checklist for any film involving Wes Ander-
son.

For hipster film buffs everywhere, Wes Anderson is the
go-to director. From his quirky style to plethora of intelligent,
reoccurring actors, he can do no wrong. The only flaw I"d
take from his films is that there aren’t enough to satisfy my
thirst for his peculiar movie style. :

Since his feature film debut with “Bottle Rocket” in 1996,
‘Wes Anderson has captivated the indie-film genre. His plots
focus on strange groups of people; everything from a family
of has-been child geniuses to a submarine captain seeking
revenge on a possibly mythical jaguar shark. Chances are if
it’s bizarre and eccentric, Anderson has covered it.

For some reason, another common entity in his films is
the constant employment of the same (roughly) eight actors.
If you don’t believe me, just visit his Wikipedia page, which
features a matrix graph illustrating all of the actors that per-
form in two or more of his six films. Bill Murray, Owen and
Luke Wilson, and Jason Schwartzman are among these man-
crushes of Anderson, forming their own league of extraor-
dinary indie-gods. Each character in his films incorporates
some theme of self-torture; often including the idea of the
tragic hero. .

Anderson’s movies also feature interesting soundtracks.
Mark Mothersbaugh, famed to our generation for composing
the music on “Rugrats” and his appearances on “Yo Gabba
Gabba,” works closely with Anderson. Mothersbaugh com-
posed soundtracks for “Bottle Rocket,” “Rushmore” and
“The Royal Tenenbaums.” “The Life Aquatic with Steve Zis-

THE® INd® GOL OF FlLM

Guardian
Director Wes Anderson’s visual creativity shines in movies
such as “The Royal Tenenbaums” and “The Life Aquatic with
Steve Zissou.”

sou” features David Bowie songs reworked and performed by
Seu Jorge. My point here is that if you’re going to see a Wes
Anderson picture, it goes without saying that the soundtrack
will definitely be interesting.

Wes Anderson, as a director, is an original. He uses film
techniques not used by many other contemporaries and al-
ways finds a way to be a visionary. His shots are visually
appealing, his characters have depth both physically and
emotionally, and plain and simple, his movies are fascinat-
ing. Some might confuse his film style with that of a more
experienced director with seniority, but he’s not an old man.

- Anderson is a young, innovative director, something the film

industry is lacking today.

His next release, scheduled for a 2011 production, is ru-
mored to be titled “Moonrise Kingdom.” Hopefully, the pro-
duction wraps up quickly and he will endow his next film gift
on all the hipsters of the world.

Nov
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19, 2010




