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Carrera tries to make it big as a comedian

By Nora Osei & Danielle

Mazzuchi
Oracle Staff Writers

Dubbed the new up-and-coming
Ellen DeGeneres of comedy, WS
alumnus Lianna Carrera has cap-
tured her viewers with the authen-
ticity in her jokes and her charisma
that will light up a room.

Born the daughter of a Southern
Baptist Minister and a deaf mother,
Carrera had the spiritual challenge
already at her plate. “Coming out”
to her family has allowed her to
progress as a young adult.

“My father has always empha-
sized the importance of living your
faith rather than talking about it,”

said Carrera.

Meanwhile, her father encour-
aged her to worship in the affirm-
ing congregations of LGBT, Les-
bian Gay Bisexual Transgender, to
reveal the acceptance in the church
community.

“He wanted to show me I wasn’t
expelled from the church because
I’d chosen to be honest,” said Car-
rera. : :

Coincidently, honesty is what
has enabled Carrera to make such a
dynamic career out of staying true
to herself.

In society today, onlookers be-
stow as many judgments as they
can to break one’s morals. Yet Car-

Junior Martina Tsibu-Gyan discusses possibly switching classes with Guidance Counselor
Alex Gorman during Spartan Time. Many students find that the AP workload is too much to
handle, but they must wait until the second quarter if they decide to drop it.

rera, who graduated from WS in
2003, does not see this as an ob-
stacle she cannot surpass.

“Don’t make apologies for
who you are,” said Carrera. “And
don’t let anyone make you feel
like you’re different or weird just
because you see_the world in your
own unique way.”

Coming from the senior “Class
Clown” herself, this comedian
walked the halls of WS as an SGA
officer, which gave her the lead
role in the Homecoming Assem-
bly and at pep rallies. Carrera also
planned the September 11 Memo-
rial service in Spartan Stadium.

See “Carrera” on Page 5.
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Duck Duck Collective
Lianna Carrera, a 2003 WS graduate, is making a name for herself by writ-
ing stand-up comedy and television scripts. Though lots of people com-
pare her to Ellen DeGeneres, Carrera doesn’t let it get to her head.

To switch, or not to switch

By Lauren Giery

Teachers even give recommendations to
students who they believe have the ability to

at the end of the
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It’s not out of the ordinary for counselors
and AP teachers
transfer students from AP to regular classes

The golden rule for AP transfers has re-
mained the same year after year: students
can’t get out until the first quarter grades are
already in. Teachers are constantly encourag-

enforce how much tougher AP’s can be over
the regular and honors classes students have

take on an AP class in the subject, but unpre-
pared students still end up in the class despite
the fact that some AP’s aren’t for everyone.

“I think switching out [of AP Lang] was
the right choice,” said junior Maddie Lother.
“Regular English class is less complicated
than the AP class.”

The reason most people choose to attempt
AP classes is because they look good when
applying for college. It’s not just taking the
class that counts though; anyone can sign up
for an AP, the hard part is passing the class.

See “AP Classes” on Page 5.

to experience an influx of

first quarter.

to take AP classes if they’re
work, and counselors try to

introduced to.

Raising money to rock ‘n’roll all the way to Disney

By Jessica Drago & Lisa Williams

Features Editor

It’s that time of year again;
wreaths are being hung,

raising for the guitar program here.

The guitar program has been an active part of school for
twenty years now, and it is still going strong.
said guitar teacher Keith Ow-
ens. “I’'m so glad we can offer this program to students and
but also one of the best
programs [of its kind] offered in the nation.”

The program offers classes for every level of guitar player,
ranging from an introductory course called Guitar 1, which
teaches students the fundamentals of guitar, to courses for
more advanced musicians such as Jazz Combo or Guitar 3.

As with every other musical program,
is spent performing. Every single spring for the past 15 years,
guitar students have taken trips around the country to perform
the music they’ve learned, participate in clinics and work-
shops to improve their playing, and generally have a good

33

“Anyone can play guitar,

get them playing. It’s not only fun,

time.

These trips that the guitar students take tend to focus main-
ly on music, as that is the main purpose of the trip; students

pizza kits are being delivered,
and the last vestiges of lollipops are
being eaten. This may seem like a random, unrelated list of
items, but is in fact a list of the items offered through fund-

a large part of time

Junior Lorenz Cruz performs a guitar solo at our school’s an-
@ on October 8 as a part of the Homecoming

festivities.

nual Guitar-B-

have taken clinics with professional musicians, traveled to
colleges to meet other musicians, and visited the Rock and
Roll Hall of Fame.

This year, the guitar program’s spring trip will take them
to sunny Orlando, Florida, and to Disney World, for about a
week. The students in Jazz Combo attending have the oppor-
tunity to perform in front of a live audience, and the Guitar
Ensemble and Guitar Orchestra will be performing the clas-
sical pieces they’ve learned this year for a panel of judges at
Festival Disney. And of course it goes without saying that,
in their down time, the students will enjoy the park and the
many rides it offers.

“Spring trip is the highlight of my school year,” said se-
nior David Tobul.

Trips like this are not cheap; students must pay mainly
out of their own pockets in order to attend them. As students,
they usually do not have enough personal money to afford
the entire cost of the trip. _

This leads them to fundraise as a group, selling seem-
ingly unrelated items such as Little Cesar’s Pizza Kits, Holi-
day Greens, Ozark Delight Lollipops, and also food from

Schwann’s. These fundraisers are essentially the backbone

of spring guitar trips for some, without which students would

miss out a fantastic experience.
See

Jessica Drago

“Guitar” on Page 4.
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68 AUT OF 100 siris use a backpack: 22 OUT OF TH

By Kyle Rushton
Oracle Staff Wiiter

Yes, tote bags may be more stylish or put the
finishing touch on a cute outfit, but in reality, who
wants to have a broken shoulder by the end of the
day?

When carrying a tote bag around school, the
weight of all your books is supported by only one
shoulder, causing pain and discomfort. Walking
through the hallway with it is without a doubt much
harder than it would be with a normal backpack;
everyone has to dodge the protruding tote bag as
opposed to swiftly walking by an average North
Face or Jansport backpack. Navigating around
these obstacles, however, doesn'talways work. They
almost always lead to a painful and unexpected
bump in the hatiway.

Many people treasure using a backpack because
it prevents constantly stopping at lockers and carries
everything for about half the school day. Less pit
stops to lockers means more time to socialize with
friends during the short breaks between classes.
With the use of tote bags, frequent locker stops are
needed because they can carry no more than a class
worth of papers.

“ don't like using a locker, so | appreciate using a
backpack, said senior Michael Hess.

Of the students who enjoy using backpacks,
North Face, Adidas, Jansport, and Nike are some
of the most commonly seen backpacks. They dont
need to be the stereotypical, massive backpacks
with a million pockets, one for each item.

“I really like how there aren’t a ton of pockets,
but it's easy to keep organized” said sophomare
Maddie Wittich, who uses a North Face backpack,

Many people find that an enormous backpack
isn't necessarily needed for good organization,
and that an average backpack will do, while an
undersized tote only provides inconvenience,

“My [Jansport] backpack holds a lot, but it
doesn’t look big,” said junior Anna DeMarr.

Students at WS shouid be thankful that we are
permitted to carry backpacks. Other high schools
in our state and nation do not allow their students
to carry backpacks throughout the school’s
hallways. For example, Wissahickon High School in
Montgomery County, PA, requires their students to
use clear or mesh backpacks, of no backpack at all.

This policy is instilled in an effort to improve the
safety of their school and to eliminate an easy way
for students to steal from each other. Other schools
implemented this rule in order to reduce congestion
in the halls and cafeterias of their large school.

As a freshman, coming to WS from hving is a
change in every aspect, including the backpack
rule.

4 like it better than lrving where we wetent
allowed to carry backpacks,” said freshman Rachel
McEntire.

Most everyone coutd agree that high school is
a thousand times better than middle school, and
this is just one of the few perks. Many students
use unique backpacks with patterns or designs
that display who they are and show their different
personalities.

“My backpack is a bright, light blue coloy,” said
McEntire. “My friends like it because they can always
find me.
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Public display of affection,

oh dear!

Has our school’s array of affection become too much?

' By Kyle Rushton

Oracle Staff Writer

Turning the corners and running
into a couple blatantly making out
iS not an UNCOMMOEN OCCUrance.

Many students feel that the
Public Display of Affection (PDA)
level at WS has gotten disgusting
and out of hand, and that couples
are taking it too far. A simple hug
in the hallway (okay) has gone to
an extensive make out session for
everyone to see (not okay). A great
deal of the affection portrayed by
couples has become inappropriate
for school and has created an
unacceptable learning environment.

“Save it for out of school,” said
freshman Jessica Simmion

seem like it dra
without end,
practice self-contr:
they are in private ta
affection for one anoth
for learning, not for displaying 3
love for everyone to witness.
“The teachers need to let
students know what is okay and
what isn’t,” said junior Liz Mott.
“Right now the line between what’s
okay and what’s inappropriate is a

little foggy.”
Too much PDA creates
awkwardness and becomes an

inconvenience to everyone else
walking in the same hallways and
sharing the same space.

“One time a couple was
kissing in front of my locker,”

said sophomore Kate Donovan. I
needed to get something but I just
walked away because it was too
awkward to interrupt.”

PDA, however, doesn’t solely
occur in the hallways. Couples
have also been seen showing their
fondness in the classroom. Students
find this very disrupting during
class, preventing a healthy learning
environment due to the distractions
created by the couple.

Not only is every student in
the room subjected to the blissful
couple’s engrossment in each other,
but the teachers spot it as well.

“The teachers could look at them

ffnmwmﬂou:% and act more awkward

them,” said freshman Bryan

nderstandable that couples
‘ong feelings for each other,
reryone wants to feel
re in the relationship,
and sweet hug or kiss

S,

will 'do the trick, without
hands all over each other.
“Couples at school can show
their affection in other ways, such
as holding hand, walking together,
and just talking,” said Donovan.
‘Sometimes PDA comes off
as just a thirst for attention and
for people to notice the pair as a
couple. Well, a passionate make-
out sure will get them noticed, but
not necessarily in a good way.

“T think most couples show
PDA so others know that they like
each other,” said Mott, “but they go
too far.”
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