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Kristi’s Christmas brings cheer to children

By Jordan Miller
Page One Editor

It was the most special morning of their lives.

Two weeks ago, the 24th annual Kristi’s Christmas
changed the lives of over fifty underprivileged children from
Fairfax County schools. Kristi’s Christmas gives high school
students the opportunity to use their time to help children who
come from poor homes, or who have no homes at all. Stu-
dents from all over the area, including a great number of WS
students, participated.

“It felt amazing to know that I was helping other mmom;m
and making a difference in their lives,” said senior Caitlin
Armneson.

hma_.moam.wa
One of the children who participated in Kristi’s Christmas
shows her appreciation for her new stuffed animal.

‘Incomplete’ @Som% replaced ‘failure

Local high school made waves by eliminating ‘F’s on report cards

In 1987, the first year of the event, the WS girls Varsi-
ty basketball coach, Bill Gibson, joined ranks with Kristi’s
Christmas, and the two groups have been working together
ever since. The program works by partnering each volunteer
with one of the underprivileged children, making them the
child’s “buddy” for the day.

After a delicious, filling breakfast, the buddies head over
to Target to shop. The children get to pick out and keep up to
about $115 worth of necessity apparel: socks, shirts, pants,

_undergarments, shoes, etc.

Following a quick snack in Target’s HEE-_.nﬂmEmE the
buddies get the chance to meet with Santa and receive an-
other present consisting of school supplies and blankets, and
a cuddly teddy bear that is larger that some of the children
themselves.

The children form sibling-like bonds with their high
school buddy, and the joy on their faces as they receive love
and attention that may not be given to them at home, is one of
the most rewarding parts of the entire event.

“That is what Christmas, to me, is all about... you are giv-
ing to someone less fortunate,” said Karen Brown, the found-
er and organizer of Kristi’s Christmas.

Brown began the tradition of Kristi’s Christmas in hon-

or of her daughter, Kristi Brown, after her death. Kristi had
helped needy children as a teen, so Karen designed the event
as a way to remember her daughter.

“Well, it is a work of love for sure and in memory of a SwQ
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Springfield, Virginia

Jordan Miller
The Lady Spartans pose with Santa and some of the children

who took part in Kristi’s Christmas.
special person... I feel she is looking down on this project
with a huge smile and is very pleased,” said Karen.

The money to support Kristi’s Christmas is provided by
charities, businesses, church groups, and the Rotary Club,
just to name a few. One-hundred percent of the'money goes
for the cause; not one cent is spent on anyone or anything but
the needy children and their special gifts.

“It was very rewarding. You don’t realize how much the’
little things matter to you until you’ve seen them given to
underprivileged children,” said Ameson..
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By Peter Simonsen

Senior Staff Writer

- The sixth letter of the alphabet has gar-
nered a certain dread in students for as long as
there have been grades, but recently the letter
“F” took a brief leave of absence from the
grading scale of West Potomac High School.

Instead of allowing the failing grade to
present itself on fall report cards, school of-
ficials chose to replace it with an “I,” for in-
complete.”

Additionally, the school nwmummm its dis-
ciplinary policy on students caught cheating.
Rather than giving a zero to cheaters, the
West Potomac administration would simply
allow a retake of the test. The idea was not to
institute academic penalties on a disciplinary

matter, students would still face the full con-
sequences of academic dishonesty but their
grades would remain intact.

Peter Noonan, a Fairfax County assistant

“superintendent, told The Washington Post

that the concept behind the change was to
make sure all students were not penalized on
the same scale because some had a more dif-
ficult time learning the material.

The reaction to the change was almost
universally negative. Students, parents, and
especially teachers from West Potomac and
throughout the county believed the measure
was would not adequately prepare students to
face real world consequences.

“In college, if [the students] don’t do their
work, they will fail, but if they aren’t given

any ‘F’s, then they don’t need to do their
work. So West Potomac is preparing them to
fail,” said junior Claire Cuddihy.

Teachers also felt the policies were unfair
to themselves as well as the students, and
were meant to encourage teachers to give
better grades, allowing for students who put
in less-than-satisfactory effort to pass.

“] was so angry, I wrote a letter to the
editor of The Washington Post,” said English
teacher Marilyn Harriman.

Five days after the changes were an-
nounced in an article in The Washington Post,
West Potomac withdrew its new policies on
failure and cheating, and reinstated their old
grading scale. School officials sited the swath

See “No ‘F’ Policy” on Page 5.

This isn’t an easy feat; the
marching band. members put in

Soox

The Star
West Potomac High School fried to change
their grading- policy so that no students
would receive failing grades, but quickly
changed back to their old policy after the new
one caused a lot of controversy.

Band brings home the bacon

School program wins big in this year s

By Thomas Ariale
& Nicole Brigham

competitions

and during the summer were all
worth it because’ we gave a great

Lifetouch

The Marching Spartans have won a lot of awards this past season, includ-
‘ing coming in 12th out of over 100 groups at Marching Band Nationals.

Oracle Staff Writers

You know it’s time for the
school year to start when you can
hear the marching band practicing
in full swing in the student parking
lot from all over Springfield.

We watch in awe as they take
over the football field for halftime
performances with perfect synchro-
nization. We hear their fight songs
cheering on the Varsity football
team from the bleachers.

long, hard hours before the school
year has even begun. This is in ad-
dition to the grueling hours they
spend once school is in session.
You can see the marching band
practicing their formations late at
night in the practice field long after
other sports have gone home. The
dedication shown by the members
of the band is all building up for the
competitions they preform at.

“The long hours after school,

show,” said junior Kelsey Oppler.
“It was a lot better than last year
because of the great student lead-
ers, I felt like we were a more close

" knit unit.”

The Marching Band attended
six competitions this year. Out of
the five where they were scored,
they took first place at four.

One of the biggest accom-
plishments they had this year was

See “Band” on _umm_m 5.
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eing a writer requires certain skills that only special people pos-
sess. One of these mmoEm, sophomore MyTam Le, embodies the essence of
a true author. The complacent Vietnamese-American girl has the curious
personality that will take her far in to the world of words.

Her passion for writing all started in her freshman English class with
teacher, Katie Norton. The inspirational teacher helped Le realize her Hu.m.wn
sion. | , :

“She loved what she was doing and was very involved in making sure
her students understood,” said Le. : -

A good friend of Le’s, sophomore Emily Braswell, is well aware of how
long Le’s journey has been, having been in her English class freshman uamh

“She didn’t really like it as much at first because of the way her essays
always turned out,” said Braswell, “but she realized she _.cmﬂ. needed a little
bit of help.” ,

Le admits to herself that she isn’t the best of writers—only being able
to finish the plot line of her stories. Easily able to complete stories in her
head, once she sits down to write them, nothing happens: Le said that the
whole process is too stressful for her and considers making writing more of

ahobby than a career.

Journalis

Writing 1s
don’t want to ruin it,” said Le.

She wants to write stories for
kids between the ages of 15 and 18.
Her stories will have a moral to be
learned that, “opens [her readers’]
eyes to the bigger picture.”

She jokingly compares her future

‘writing style to that of desop s Fables. '

“I would want my stories to teach
them something,” Le said.

Reading and writing go hand in hand, so it only makes sense that Le also
loves to read. A big fan of www.perezhilton.com, a blogging site, Le likes read-
ing about other people’s thoughts. She jokes that she has very strong opinions
about certain things and could probably start a blog of her own. It is all about the
deeper connection for her. She gets inspiration from stories she hears and songs
on the radio. i

“Whenever I hear ‘Fearless’ by Taylor Swift,” Le said, “my mind wanders off
and I just add characters and scenarios to make it more interesting.”
Le frequently analyzes the stories she hears, going deeper, asking, “what if.”
Expanding the scenarios, she goes ahead and finishes the plot in her head. ~
_“I like how you can tell who people are by what they write,” said Le.
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Aside from pasta and bread, Rutstein makes
sweet Italian desserts and sauces. She even dedicates
a few hours every Wednesday to sell her family’s
food at the Wakefield Farmer’s Market. Rutstein’s
favorite part about the Farmer’s Market is the free
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eat any of it. Ever,” said Rutstein. The mmau.q does,
however, make and eat pasta out-of-the-box.

“It’s kind of funny. We make pasta every day
but we still have to go to the store and buy it,”
Rutstein.

Even with all the time Old World Kitchens takes,
Rutstein still finds time to maintain an A/B average
in school, balance two honors classes, learn mvamw
and have lots of friends.

’s very encouraging. Anyone who’s down
or upset, she’ll stick with you and cheer you on,”
said freshman Emma Branch.

In the spring, Rutstein will try out for crew. Until
then, she will be doing winter workouts five days a
week after school. :

“Tt’s going to be kind of crazy the first couple
of months. I’'m sure helping my mom will take a
backseat, but I'1l make pasta whenever I can,” said
W&ﬁﬁb

“Emma

]

“I can go to the salsa lady and get free samples or
buy stuff for half-price. It’s awesome,” said Rutstein.

Even though Rutstein is constantly immersed in
Italian food, she never eats the pasta she makes.
“We Bme mﬁd&u_um for the c:mﬁoﬂoa. woouﬁ

Jim Schiichting
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laying as lock on the rugby
pitch, freshman Dominic Adase
slides in for a try to give his team
a greater lead. For the last four
years, Adase has been playing
rugby and his sports career
won’t end soon.

As a four-sport athlete,
Adase participates in football,
wrestling,  lacrosse
rugby. Although he played
for the freshman football
team, Adase likes to play
rugby more. Wrestling,
football and lacrosse are really just
conditioning for his rugby season.

“It’s the hardest sport that I’ve ever done,
Adase. “No other sport really compares to it.”

and

” said

Since there is no high school Emg team, Adase i

Emily Gorham

In his four years of playing rugby, Adasc hasn't
gotten injured yet, which is surprising since rugby
is a very tough sport and it is easy to get a career-
ending injury.

“Some players will stuff grass in their wounds
so they can keep on playing,” said Adase. Most
players want to stay on the field and play through
their injuries. Unfortunately, some injuries end a

Emum on playing for the local West End team. West
End is one age group up from his
last rugby team and it
will be a lot harder to be
good on West End. But
as one of the best on his
old team, Adase isn’t too
worried about not starting.
“It really won’t change
much. It’s the same game just
a different team,” Adase said.
On his old team Adase
scored four tries for 20 points
and during the season his team
won most of their games. They
also did exceptionally well in the
end-of-season tournament. Adase’s

rugby player’s career.

Adase’s dad suffered three concussions playing
rugby and he wasn’t allowed to play anymore.
Adase realizes that at any moment he could get
injured and end his rugby career forever but he
is motivated by his dad to play even better on the
rugby pitch.

As an athlete, Adase has been doing well and
expects to get better. He really enjoys playing
rugby and has dreams of playing professionally.
He said, however, that it’s very unlikely to happen.
But, this won’t stop Adase from striving to be the
best. :

“It’s the best sport ever. Nothing can stop me

laving,” id

old team has won the past three
tournaments, with the most recent
ending in a 48-0 shutout.

“Dom leads by example,” says
freshman Christian Higgins, one of Adase’s teammates,.
“That’s what makes us play better.”
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s | ALL WE ARE SAYING,

By Summer Claveau & Nora Osei
. Oracle Staff Writers . .
Almost every student at WS owns them, in fact, it seems
ike most students in Fairfax County own at least one of them.
hree of the most infamous brands of our time: North Face,
Vans, and Uggs. >

Here is a challenge for you: Try to walk down the intersec-
ion of Hollywood and Vine without spotting either a student
or teacher wearing some random colored vans, a North Face
ackpack with the strap buckled around the waist, or a girl
‘wearing her Uggs either dressed up or dressed down with
‘sweat pants. Bet you can’t.
‘When and why did these products become so popular? We
know that they have been around for some years now, but

ody was not rocking 80 dollar North Face backpacks or 52
ollar Vans in every color, shape, and size.

Obviously we’re not going to try and say that Vans, North

aces, and Uggs are out of style or anything, we are certainly
ot the fashion police. Admittedly, we both own at least one
of these brands.
This Christmas we can guarantee that at least one person
ou sit next to in each class will receive an item of one of
these brands, if not some sort of variation. There must be
omething about walking down the hallways with a North
Face backpack that adds to your swag, and if you can rock a
North Face backpack, jacket, and Vans or Uggs, you’ll be set.
Nora bought three pairs of Vans all in one day. They are
really comfortable, and they especially go well with skinny
eans, which are now very much in style. Coming to school in
er black North Face hooded jacket, black North Face back-
ack and black Vans just make her feel super fresh.

according to previous graduates of WS, four years ago every- .

13 GIVE VARIETY A CHANCE |

Let s break backpack branding boundaries this Christmas

Summer Claveau

Seniors Nora Osei, Danielle Mazzuchi and Amanda Pearson
show off their stylish North Face backpacks in every color.

But back to the challenge: not spotting the North Face,
Vans, or Uggs in question. We have a better challenge for you.
This holiday season when you're telling Santa Claus what
you want for Christmas, try to be a little more imaginative
with your list. Instead of a jacket from The North Face you
could try a sweet James Dean jacket.

Girls, try stepping away from the Uggs phase, there’s
plenty of other cute boots out there to compliment our new
found love of jeggings. And let’s get a little variety with your
shoe choices here, people, even though it is nice looking
down and seeing a rainbow of colors. Individuality is nice, so
don’t define yourself by your brands.



