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Police responded fo the emergency call after 20 people were shot at Repre-
sentative Gabrielle Giffords’ meet-and-greet event. Alleged shooter Jared
Lee Loughner smirks in his mug shot, seemingly taunting mourning Ameri-
cans. Giffords poses in her office, miraculously she survived the shooting.
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Tragedy strikes Arizona

Some blame Tucson shootings on political rhetoric

By Peter Simonsen
Senior Staff Writer

Arizona Congresswoman Ga-
brielle Giffords was attending a
meet-and-greet with her constitu-
ents, when a gunman opened fire
in Tucson, killing six people and
wounding 14, including Giffords.

A federal judge, one of Giffords’
staffers, and a nine-year-old girl
were among those who died in the
attack. Giffords sustained a gunshot
wound to the head at point-blank
range and remains in critical con-
dition.

“I was so upset about the little
girl,” said senior Cathy Chubb.
“That shouldn’t happening.”

The 40-year-old Arizona demo-
crat was speaking with local citi-
zens near a supermarket. The event
was titled “Congress on Your Cor-
ner” and was part of Giffords’ at-
tempt to communicate with the
members of the state’s eighth con-

gressional district.

A suspect, 22-year-old Jared
Lee Loughner, was apprehended at
the scene after being tackled while
attempting to reload his weapon.
He has been accused by federal
authorities of attempting to assas-
sinate the congresswoman, along
with four other federal charges.

Loughner appeared in federal
court and agreed not to contest
his confinement, and is being held
without bail. The capital defense
lawyer hired to represent Loughner,
Judy Clark, has stated her concern
that Arizona judges or prosecutor
may be biased in their case.

The shock from the attack has
been evident throughout the na-
tion. Senior government officials,
including President Barack Obama
and House Speaker John Boehner,
were quick to describe their shock
and remind people that violence
has no place in our society.

Media circles and even the
families of the victims were quick
to blame the nation’s fiery political
rhetoric for what transpired. Con-
servative icon Sarah Palin is taking
the brunt of these accusations due
to a map created by her political ac-
tion committee showing crosshairs
over Giffords” and other districts.
The issues of gun rights and the se-
curity of elected officials have also
been raised.

“It’s the systems fault,” said
Government teacher Carol Trues-
dell. “We don’t look closely enough
at mental health of young people
between the ages of 18-30.”

Obama traveled to Arizona to
attend a memorial service for the
victims.

“I think it’s good that people are
talking about the toxic political cli-
mate,” said senior Chris Wink, “but
this really was just one deranged
gunman.”
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By Lee Gleason
Sports Editor

H_um Washington Wizards got “Knicked
up” on Career Day.

Last month, the Intro and Sports
Marketing classes participated in Career Day
at the Verizon Center for the Washington
Wizards vs. the New York Knicks game.
Although the Wizards lost to the Knicks 101-
95, the students at the game got to enjoy the
many perks of the event.

“It was a lot of fun,” said senior Jake
Flewellyn. “I got to sit courtside for warm-
ups and got to slap hands with Nick Young.”

Career Day is an annual event held at the
Verizon Center over the past seven years. It
has hosted over 17,000 students and almost
200 different high schools from Maryland,

Virginia, and the District of Columbia.
During Career Day, the students talked to
three of the highest ranking executives of
both Monumental Sports and Entertainment
of the Wizards. The speakers answered a
variety of questions about their jobs along
with how they got those jobs. Their main
goal of the question and answer period was
to stress to the students how it easy is to get
internships and then work their way up in an
organization.

“1 learned about all the different
opportunitiecs you can have through
marketing,” said Flewellyn.

To make this talk more interesting and

Donors give the gift of life

Key Club exceeds expectations at latest drive

By Julie Parisi
Oracle Editor

Just before Winter Break, hundreds of mvmﬁm:m helped
save lives.

Every year, the WS Key Club sponsors a blood drive so
that students who wish to participate can donate blood to the
Inova Health System. Students older than 16, who turned in
a permission form by the deadline, and faculty were assigned
a time slot and asked to report to Spartan Hall on the day of
the drive.

After filling out a form and reading the provisions, donors
were looked over by Inova nurses who measured vitals such
as blood pressure and temperature. When the nurses were
satisfied that the student was in good health, it was time to give
blood. Each person donated a pint, which took approximately

half an hour per student.

“It hurt when the needle went in but after that it was just
uncomfortable,” said junior Hannah Houghton.

‘When they were finished, students were required to wait
for a half-hour at a refreshments table to make sure nothing
went wrong. A few students experienced dizziness and/or
nausea, which are common adverse effects of donating, but
there were no major health concerns.

“[These health concerns are] actually fairly normal to
happen to a small number of donors at all blood drives,”
said Technology Education teacher and Key Club sponsor JT
Alukonis. “The fantastic staff from Inova is well-trained to
deal with such a situation.”

Plenty of people volunteered, but some were absent and

See “Blood Drive” on Page 6.

no..:._,mmw of Vicki _nmn.svo__...koaow
Students in our school’s Sports Marketing class got up close and personal with the Washing-
ton Wizards in order to get a look at how sports marketing works in the real world. See “Marketing” on Page 6.

eventful, the students got the pleasure of
watching G-Man, the Wizards mascot, do his

Sarah Kenney

Senior Nick Pham applies pressure to his arm after donating
blood at the Key Club blood drive on December 14.
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Sarah Kenney
From right, senior Nicole Kiwis, junior Kate-
Iyn Lovan and senior Josh Smith wait in line
to have their blood drawn at this year’s drive.

“Blood Drive,” from Page 1.

some ended up falling through due to the strict provisions that
Inova takes to ensure that blood will not hurt the recipient.
Students can be deferred for reasons including dehydration,
being sick, having a low iron count, or even having traveled
to foreign countries for an extended period of time (as they
could have been exposed to certain harmful diseases).
“They didn’t let me donate because I was born in

Krista .ﬁm dersen
The Key Club Blood Drive has been a school
tradition for many years now. In 2009, Kaitlyn
Simmons donated blood at the annual drive.

Jen Tran, an ‘09 grad, donated
blood drive that year.

Like Tran,
dents read while donating as a distraction.

Blood drive encourages st

- Krista Pedersen

blood at the
many stu-

Sarah Kenney
Sophomore Joe Paris fills out Inova's re-
quired paper work before giving blood this
year at the Key Club’s annual blood drive.

udents to give

numbers of potential donors and worked at the drive, helping
to make sure that everything ran smoothly. Alukonis kept in
contact with the Inova coordinator in the weeks leading up to
the blood drive, and in the end, the event was a tremendous
accomplishment.

“It is a large amount of work that is spread around, but it
is an incredible cause so everybody loves to help out,” said
Alukonis.

Bulgaria,” said junior Ellyse Bochna. People who have lived
in Europe for three or more months are not eligible to donate
due to the risk of Mad Cow Disease being communicated to

Some of the donors agree to participate for more personal
reasons than just wanting to help out the general blood trans-
fusion recipient. Those with friends or family in need of blood

the recipient through the blood.

This drive is the perfect opportunity for students to
donate blood who would otherwise not have a chance; some,
however, have made a point to donate regularly at their local

hospitals.

“I wanted to do the school blood drive, but I donated
blood a couple weeks ago,” said senior Thanh Kha. “The only
way I could have done it would be if they accepted platelet

donations.” .

Though organizing a blood drive is a lot of work, Key Club
members were able to achieve a lot. They recruited a large

Sports Marketing in real life

Class gets up close and personal with Wizards

“Marketing,” from Page 1.
infamous dunks off the trampoline.

They even got the pleasure of hearing
how G-Man himself became a member of the
Wizards organization. After the chairmen
were finished with their presentation, the
students were able to attend a college fair
within the Verizon Center. There were over
38 schools stationed around the Verizon
Center before the start of the Wizards game,
but of course that was not the part of the trip
the students were looking forward to.

Before the start of the game the students
got to sit court side and watch both the

The Washington Wizards play all home games at the Verizon Center in D.C., where the WS In-
tro and Sports Marketing classes took a field trip to on their Career Day, January 10. The field
trip was organized so that the students could interact with the marketing executives for both
Monumental Sports and Entertainment of the Wizards.

Sarah Kenney
Senior Haley Bell waits to donate blood while an Inova repre-
sentative prepares all the necessary equipment for the dona-
tion. Bell has a friend with a heart disease, which was her
motivating for donating blood.

joined forces with the rest of the donating crowd to make a
huge different. Among those donating for a reason close to
heart was senior Haley Bell. .
“One of my closest friends has a heart disease, and if I
could save one life, it would be hers,” said Bell.
There were 120 time slots available throughout the entire
day and the initial goal was to fill 90, but WS students far
exceeded the expectations and ended up providing 108

successful donations. :

“Compared to what they expected from us,” said Alukonis,
“it was an incredible success.”

Wizards and the Knicks warm-up.
“My favorite part was getting [Ronnie]
Turiaf’s attention,” said senior Michael Kim.
Turiaf is a member of the Knicks and
before the game, students were shouting the
names of their favorite players and got either
a hand shake or a slight wave in response.
Although the Wizards eventually lost the
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By Lee Gleason
Sports Editor

This story will be very brief.

There are those things in life that you will always remember and
love. In some cases, you love that something so much that you
have no choice but to revert back to it.

A person graduates four times before they even reach high
school, as hard as that is to believe. They graduate from diapers
to Huggies, from Huggies to tighty-whities, from tighty-whities to
briefs and then from briefs to boxers. However, just like in high
school, some kids do not graduate. They grab their GED at the
boxer-brief stage and continue through life with their heads held
high. Boxer-briefs serve many purposes. Perhaps the most important purpose is
security. Have you ever been on a roller coaster and not felt secure? Well, it's not
very fun. | realize that this is a metaphor of two extremes; however, boxer-briefs

in a sense do the same thing as roller coaster security. They keep everyone and
everything secure and they ensure that the participants are continually having a
good time. 5 _NC [Tl
Nothing is more uncomfortable than playing a sport
in boxers. It always feels like something is missing and
| could never think of what that thing was—until now.
That thing | was missing was comfort and from now on
| will never wear boxers while playing a sport again.
Some people may say that briefs are feminine simply
because they're tight-fitting, but | say they're wrong.
If you think about all the great superheroes of our
lifetime, every mmsm_m one wore tight-fitting pants. Do
you think they bunched their boxers up under all that
- spandex? | don't think so. Therefore, it is safe to say
that the obvious underwear of choice for our vm_o<on_
m:vm..:m_.omm was in fact, the boxer-brief.

The lone feature that comes with the choice of

wearing boxers is a 24/7 atomic wedgie. However,

with the boxer-brief you are guaranteed a tight fit, one that does not bunch and

promises to provide the utmost comfortability for its wearer. It seems to me to
be an obvious choice: Would you rather go
through life with an atomic wedgie, or take

one step to looking like a superhero? The
choice is yours.
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By Luis Lester
Sports Editor

The ongoing debate over whether to wear boxers or briefs has finally

reached a decision. The briefs and their tight fit cuffing never stood a
~ chance against the loose boxers, and they were knocked out easily in the
first round.

Briefs bring an unnecessary, uncomfortable feel in the one place a guy
should feel most comfortable. In “Man’'s Land," it shouldn't feel as if the
sky is slowly collapsing, and the citizens have insufficient air to breathe.
Boxers allow their citizens to run around freely. They minimize the awkward
adjustments that are sometimes needed to be made throughout the day.
And the comfort of boxers even attracts more and more girls to wear them

instead of pajama pants to go to sleep.
Not o=_< do boxers make you feel better, but they also improve your appearance.
Unless you have a 26-pack and are an inspiring Hanes model, briefs aren't the way

to go. With boxers, a sense of originality comes into the game. There could be racks
 filled with boxers of different designs ranging from the Superman logo to the logo
.O O Zﬂ "~ of your favorite sports team, from checkers to polka dots, and from SpongeBob to
Snooki. This changes the perception of underwear by
XER JOE BOXER JOE BOXER allowing it to become a form of expression. If you want
= to find originality on briefs, you might have better luck
looking in the kids' extra-large tighty-whitey section.

As if comfort and appearance aren't enough to
change your mind, perhaps the health benefits boxers
_.u..oin_m will do the job. It's been proven that the
cuffling of briefs for a long period of time could have
an effect on a man's sperm count. Not that any of us
cares about that now, but in the future we don't want

~ to look back and regret that the reason we aren't able

to have kids was because of our choice of underwear.

In an episode of “Seinfeld,” Kramer, one of the
main characters, was told by his doctor that the reason for his low sperm count was
because he was wearing briefs. He immediately switched to boxers and loved the
free feeling so much he decided not to wear anything. I'm not advising you to go to
those extreme lengths, but you have to do whatever floats your boat.

This is not a decision that can come off the top of
your head. You should sit down, devote some time,

and think twice about the type of underwear you want
to spend your life with.
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Dealing With the DMV: the repeated i

By Sam Perlstein
Features Editor
It’s a rite of passage. Trying to
weasel your way out is close to im-
possible. Trust me I've tried.
Visiting the DMV is one of the
many pleasures that one must en-
dure in the process of getting be-

hind the wheel for the first time.
It is just like waiting in the emer-

gency room.
There is an orderly system that is
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in place where the unfortunate teen
waiting to take her permit test. is
forced to stare at a large TV screen
for hours waiting for the number on
the tiny slip of paper she holds to
be called.

Rows upon rows of cold plastic
chairs fill the room while people
you have never seen before and
probably will never see again are
sitting across the room, not wanting

to get close to anyone.
Painting Fox

e S

When I entered the DMV for the
first time, I trotted down a prickly
blue carpet. It was narrow and long
and reminded me of some type of
primitive draw bridge.

Sadly that was not the case.
Instead I came face to face with a
tired-looking clerk who looked like
he would rather be anywhere but
there.

I couldn’t agree with him more.
I just wanted to get the test over
with so they could say “here have
your shinny plastic card and please
try not to total your car.”

Turns out I would not get the
pleasure of getting it over with be-
cause of my unusual amount of bad
luck; all the computers were down
so I'd have to come back later.

Upon further review, I am sur-
prised I didn’t just quit then and try
again later like the nice clerk said
but instead with the help of my fa-

ghtmares

January 18, 2011

b

find a DMV at a different location.

When I got to the next DMV 1
was greeted by a nice female clerk
who then told me I didn’t have the
right paper work. I left disheart-
ened.

The following week my luck
changed for the better. I brought
with me the right paper work and
came right when the DMV opened

Autoblog
my waiting number and was hus-
tled on to a plastic chair in front of
the TV screen. There were only ten
numbers ahead of me.

An hour later I was called and
then 30 after that, I took my test
and received a sheet of paper tell-
ing me [ was free to drive.

The only thing I regret was not
bringing an appropriate amount of

ther I went on a wild goose chase to

in the morning. I was quickly given

reading material.

By Summer Claveau
ETC Editor

I was going to write
a very insightful story
about starting a new
year; New Year’s reso-
lutions, happy things to
think about, etc. How
played out would that be
though?

It did get me think-
ing, what am I going to
change about the New
Year? What am I go-
ing to do differently? 1
won’t make a resolution
though. What do I need
to resolve? My cynicism
and sarcasm can hardly
be called a problem that
needs resolving, But in
the spirit of a new be-
ginning, a goal is need-
ed. It needs to be some-
thing small and easy to
handle. 1 narrowed it
down to one thing: ap-
preciation. For the New
Year I’ve decided to ap-
preciate the things that
are normally not appre-
ciated, and I will start
doing so with this here
article.

Starting with, fruit
juices. My mom is a
fantastic woman for
more than one reason.

But one of the most un-
derappreciated reasons
is she keeps our fridge
stocked with fruity juic-
es. Pineapple strawberry
banana, guava orange
grape; you name it and
I’ve tried it. So satisfy-
ing it quenches your
thirst and your sweet
tooth. It might have an
unnatural amount of
sugar but, goodness, it
always hits the spot. I
love my fruity juices.
“Scooby Doo.” 1
grew up on this show.
I developed my first
crush  watching  this
show. Shaggy is still
the man of my dreams.
But more importantly, it
helped me face my fears
of monsters and ghost
with the simple expla-
nation that it’s just a
man in a mask. It might
have led me to be a bit
of a conspiracy theorist
though, for I belieye all
the world’s problems
are because of a man in
a mask. I should thank
*“Scooby Doo” for this
though, it gives me per-
sonality. I should also
thank Velma because
she always explained

Summertime presents: Going into a New Year

everything in a way we
all could understand.

Pillows, special pil-
lows, the pillows you
don’t share. When a
friend sleeps over and
yousay to them, “no, you
can’t use that pillow.”
That would be my pil-
low. The pillow you fall
asleep on every night. It
holds your smell, drool,
and dreams. I love my
pillow, simple as that.
Appreciate your pillow.
I'm a strong believer in
inanimate objects hav-
ing feelings. Thank your
pillow, trust me, it will
repay you.

So that’s all T ap-
preciate in my life...
That’s not true, I’'m go-
ing to learn to love ev-
erything. There are so
many over looked ele-
ments in my life that are
soon to be appreciated.
All the pieces of furni-
ture, literal and meta-
phorical, are important.

For 2011, the last full
year before the end of
the world, I suggest we
all stop and smell the
flowers, and appreci-
ate the things we often
overlook.




