_ February 7, 2011
West Springfield High School

6100 Rolling Road

Stepping out

Brooke Nelson

Seniors Ali Kazmi and Beth Clapsaddle joined the Lesoles Dance
Project on stage to learn a few moves during the Black History As-

By Megan Burpo
Viewpoint Editor

‘WS might not be getting a make-
over anytime soon but the cameras
are our newest accessory.

During winter break wires were
pulled for the installation of 12 se-
curity cameras that will be located
outside the school. Though there
is no set date for this installation,
it will be soon, as the school has
been prepped. The cameras will be
spread out around the perimeter of
the building from the front of the
school to the back parking lot near
the press box. Twenty-one schools
in Fairfax County already have
placed security cameras outside
their schools, so many people be-
lieve it was time for WS have them
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Cameras 1nstalled for safety

“There have been several in-
cidents of break-ins and damages
made to new equipment in the
press box and trailers,” said Princi-
pal Paul Wardinski. “The cameras
are to insure the safety and security
of students, staff, and the physical
building.”

As well as damages to equip-
ment there have also been reports
of student’s cars being keyed, and
vandalism to the outside of the

building. Students do not need to

feel uneasy about these cameras
as they are only allowed to be out-
side the building in regulation to
county’s rules. Most students do

approve of the cameras as they are

only here to help.
“I think the cameras are a good

s

important and this is the only way
they know to stop it from happen-
ing,” said senior Rachel Mundell.
There is a view that students
have nothing to fear unless they
do something bad themselves, so it
serves to help our school more than

‘hurt it.

“The fact cameras are there
would hopefully prevent it and if
not you then it would record it so it
they are helpful,” said junior Alex
Pastino

Though, not all students are as
supportive of the cameras, think-
ing they are used for other purposes
thank just keeping our students
safe. Many believe that these mea-
sures are just to stop students from

sembly last week. “Quote here, please,” said YOUnity sponsor Re-

installed.

idea if what is being stolen is really
G

skipping and monitoring seniors
See “Cameras” on Page 4.

Parking lot mistakes cause fiascos for students

When assigned spots are taken, negative reactions only create more of a mess

By Sam Goldwasser
Managing Editor

One of the privileges that seniors are most
envied for is the use of the senior parking lot.

Seniors who pay get their own spots as-
signed to them for their personal use, and
do not have to fight with other students for
a parking space every morning. Unfortu-
nately, not everyone respects this. Sometimes
seniors are faced with strange cars or utility
vehicles having taken over their spots.

“I’d say that people taking other people’s
parking spaces is a problem,” said Safety and
Security Specialist Mike Ukele, who deals
with ticketing those who park incorrectly.

Ukele gives out two or three tickets per

week on average, but a lot of the time the of-  to class.

Senior Vicki Knabe was faced with a dilemma one day when she arrived to school to find
someone parked in her spot. Knabe was forced to park elsewhere and the delay made her late

Passing down knowledge

Juniors join mentoring program to help frosh ®

By Anna Lehman

Entertainment Editor

WS is now offering a mentor program that teaches fresh-
man skills and techniques that will help them maximize their
best learning style.

With the combined efforts from Guidance Counselor Alex
Gorman and Career Center Specialist Hannah Hurlburt, the
creation of this new program that will benefit many students.
Even though no mentoring program was previously available,
having one now will teach underclassmen learning study
techniques and other important skills.

Not only does the program help kids manage their time,
but it also gives them an encouraging study environment and
improves their understanding of the material. This mentoring
program is principally for freshman who have been recom-
mended by teachers because they need extra help with leamn-

ing class materials.

“About 90 freshmen have been recommended, as well as
65 tutors. This will provide support for our freshmen class
and when seniors go off [to college], some wish they had bet-
ter time management skills” said Hurlburt.

The tutoring program offers is help to students to develop
their study skills. The main focuses are time management,
memorization techniques and test taking strategies.

Each of these techniques will assist the students improv-
ing in their school work. The freshmen will be mentored by
juniors, some of which are National Honor Society (NHS)
students who, with the generous help of Government teacher
and NHS sponsor John Thorson, have been allowed to use
their time tutoring as service hours for the honor society.

“T feel that this will help improve grades and will help

See “Tutoring ” on Page 4.

fender does not know they have messed up a
system. Using the wrong parking spot is usu-
ally an accident, visitors or substitute teach-
ers don’t realize spots are assigned and end
up displacing students.

“Sometimes the substitutes do not realize
that there are guest spots and just park any-
where. They don’t mean to park in the wrong
place, they just don’t know,” said Ukele.

However, in addition to substitutes and
visitors, there have been instances where
people who should know better park in the

' wrongsplace anyway.

“Occasionally I’ll catch the staff members
creeping over the designated faculty spots
into the student ones,” said Ukele, “or some-

See “Parking” on Page 4.

mm:.. Goldwasser

y Anna Lehman
Juniors Katelyn Lovan, Eleanor Lamb, and Taylor Goodman
prepare for tutoring the freshman who are part of the new
mentoring program. The group met in Spartan Hall for their
first session of mentoring.
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Top Songs of the 1960’s, 70’s, & 80's
1, Hote! Coifomia- EAGLES 5 Heort of Gioss- Bondie o v o wreer Bon joui
u.ﬁﬂﬁanﬂ. Dan Mcléan 7. pancing Queen- ABBA 10 Hey Jude-The Bealies
| A Slayin’ Alive- Bee Gees 8. Every Breqihe You Tuke- The Police
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Driver Education !!!
Behind the Whee

SYEDA
Driving Sche@e

 “Journey towards zero accidents...
info@syedadrivingschool.com
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